


Telltale Signs of an Unclean Computer
How can you know if your system needs cleaning? I’ve compiled a list of sev-
eral sure-fire signs that you need help (envision Jeff Foxworthy standing in
front of your computer):

You know you have a messed-up computer . . . 

� If you have to leave a trail of breadcrumbs so you don’t get lost finding
your way through the options in your Start menu

� If every pop-up on your computer apologizes for bothering you and qui-
etly closes on its own

� If you try to install a new program and the installation program reports
your system to the Board of Health

� If you think Defragment is the name of a new rap song by Eminem (Yo!)

� If the only way to add more icons to your desktop is to get a larger
desktop

� If you start the program to balance your checkbook, only to find that
your son’s illegal copy of Splinter Cell ate the last month’s worth of
transactions

� If someone mentions “backup” and chills run up and down your spine

� If virus software refuses to install itself on your system

Perhaps such observations aren’t worthy of Jeff Foxworthy, but this list high-
lights those things that really are good indicators your computer needs clean-
ing. The next few sections detail some other obvious signs that you need help.

The view from the desktop isn’t pretty
Does your desktop look like the one shown in Figure 1-1? If so, you have prob-
lems. Maybe you bought into the old adage that a clean desk is a sign of a sick
mind, and in the process lost your ability to effectively use your system.
Whatever got you to this point, you need your Windows cleaned. Badly.

Your computer desktop is supposed to be a clean, inviting place where you
store only a few icons of your most commonly used programs. For too many
people, they become “catch-alls,” repositories of every stray icon that comes
their way.
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