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What Is a Breed Standard?

A breed standard is a detailed description of the perfect dog of
that breed. Breeders use the standard as a guide in their breed-
ing programs, and judges use it to evaluate the dogs in confor-
mation shows. The standard is written by the national breed
club, using guidelines established by the registry that recog-
nizes the breed (such as the AKC or UKC).

The first section of the breed standard gives a brief overview
of the breed’s history. Then it describes the dog's general
appearance and size as an adult. Next is a detailed description
of the head and neck, then the back and body, and the front
and rear legs. The standard then describes the ideal coat and
how the dog should be presented in the show ring. It also lists
all acceptable colors, patterns, and markings. Then there’s a
section on how the dog moves, called gait. Finally, there's a
general description of the dog's temperament.

Each section also lists characteristics that are considered to
be faults or disqualifications in the conformation ring.
Superficial faults in appearance are often what distinguish a
pet-quality dog from a show- or competition-quality dog.
However, some faults affect the way a dog moves or his overall
health. And faults in temperament are serious business.

You can read all the AKC breed standards at www.akc.org.

on getting a show-quality Golden Retriever, study the breed standard and
then attend dog shows to see which Goldens are the ones who are winning,.
The best breeders have an eye for puppies who have the potential to become
champions.

If you are certain you want to show your Golden, be sure to tell your
breeder well before you are at the point of selecting your puppy. She will help
you all the way through the process. If you are just looking for a great Golden
friend, you will get a pet-quality puppy. But don’t worry that you are getting
second quality. Sometimes developing dogs make little adjustments away from
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physical perfection; they can still be a great Golden Retriever and to an
untrained eye will be just as lovely.

What does matter to anyone getting a Golden, and must never be accepted at
a substandard level, is temperament. An aggressive or shy Golden puppy is sub-
standard and should be avoided. Starting out with his best paw forward, your
friendly, inquisitive, playful Golden will only improve with time and your lov-
ing attention.

Gold Medal Athletes

The ideal Golden Retriever is built for action. A sporting dog needs the correct
structure for maximum athleticism so he can perform his job properly in the
field. Even if your dog’s sole purpose is to be a friend and companion, correct
structure will help ensure an active life and great health. The strength and power
described in the breed standard as “strong neck, broad front, straight legs, and
correct angles” are required for a dog who might spend the day hunting and car-
rying birds through ground cover. These same qualities will guarantee him max-
imum athleticism while playing and spending active time with you in his
everyday life.

General Appearance

Goldens look happy; they seem to nearly always have the dog equivalent of a
smile on their face. The ideal Golden has a kindly expression and is eager, alert,
and self-confident. He is symmetrical, powerful, and active, built for action—
hunting—and shouldn’t be clumsy or overly long-legged. Goldens in conforma-
tion shows are measured against the breed standard, but how well a dog is put
together, how he moves, his fitness, and his attitude are all given more consider-
ation than any of his individual features.

Beauty in Motion

Is there anything more beautiful to behold than a Golden Retriever in action?
When trotting, his gait is free, smooth, powerful, and well coordinated, showing
good reach. Viewed from any position, his legs turn neither in nor out, and his
feet do not cross or interfere with each other while he is moving. A dog with
proper structure will move correctly, and his fitness will improve through exer-
cise, whereas a dog with poor structure may tire more easily and become sore or
lame when exercising.












