
Alabama

Called the Cradle of the Confederacy, Alabama is steeped in Civil War history. Fascinating tours include Montgomery, the first
Capitol of the Confederacy. During the Battle of Mobile Bay, Admiral Farragut exclaimed, “Damn the torpedoes! Full speed ahead!”
At the USS Alabama Battleships Memorial Park in Mobile, visitors can explore the park’s namesake as well as over 20 other World
War II ships, aircraft, and weapons. The recipient of nine battle stars in World War II, the “Mighty A” saw plenty of action as part
of the Pacific Fleet—fighting in Leyte, the Gilbert Islands, and Okinawa. The Alabama is lovingly preserved and is open for tours all
year. If you’re traveling with a group, you can spend the night in the battleship’s barracks. A World War II submarine, the USS
Drum, is also open for tours. Exhibits in the park’s Aircraft Pavilion include a B-52 bomber, and a Blackbird jet, in addition to sev-
eral Medal of Honor–winning aircraft. 

The Civil Rights movement thrust Alabama into the national media spotlight in the 1950s and 1960s. Defining events included
the 1955 Montgomery bus boycott and the historic Selma to Montgomery march. You can gain a deeper understanding of the
movement at the Birmingham Civil Rights Institute. Located across the street from the Sixteenth Street Baptist Church, site of
the 1963 bombing that killed four little girls, the BCRI walks visitors through the many barriers that were overcome for the
advancement of civil rights, with the aid of film, sound, and sculpture. An exhibit dedicated to human rights activists around the
world is equally as moving. 

Natives call Alabama “the Beautiful,” and we agree. Its northeast corner lies at the southernmost terminus of the Appalachian
Mountain range. Quaint mountain towns, such as Mentone, offer rich fall foliage and excellent craft and antiques shopping. Check
out the Log Cabin Restaurant and Deli—an intimate soup-and-sandwich shop that has the best root beer float on Lookout
Mountain. Mentone has plenty of campsites and cabins, but if the weather is nice, spaces are taken up fast—so take the time to call
ahead. Mentone is also the getaway for several country music artists. In nearby Fort Payne (“The Sock Capitol of the World”),
country music fans might want to check out the museum dedicated to hometown heroes Alabama. 

Fort Payne’s Little River Canyon is one of the deepest gorges east of the Mississippi. A national preserve, Little River Canyon is
a sanctuary to a number of rare plants, such as the green pitcher and Kral’s water plantain—an aquatic plant native to this region.
Trails for hiking, horseback riding, and ATVs abound. Alabama also has four national forests, and numerous lakes throughout the
state provide enthusiasts with plenty of hunting and fishing.

Campers who truly need to get away from it all can find solitude in the Sipsey Wilderness. A 25,000-acre spread in northeast
Alabama’s Bankhead National Forest, Sipsey is a popular spot for camping, hiking, hunting, and getting lost. With over 13 miles
of trails, there is plenty of room to accommodate horseback riding, ATVs, and mountain bikes. Sipsey’s climate has somewhat of a
challenging for campers—temperature average between 50–75º with frequent rain—so be sure to pack accordingly.

Those looking for warmer climates will be inclined to head for the beach. Alabama’s Gulf Coast region is home to moss-covered
oak trees and white sand beaches. Orange Beach is known for top-notch saltwater fishing. The Alabama Coastal Birding Trail
dots historic Mobile Bay with spots for viewing both wading and shorebirds.

Golf is the feather in Alabama’s outdoor cap. Anchoring the golf offerings are the eight facilities of the Robert Trent Jones Golf
Trail. An ambitious project designed by the revered architect for which the course is named, the Robert Trent Jones Golf Trail is 378
holes of golf that will impress avid and novice players alike. Beautifully sculpted and reasonably priced, it’s not a surprise that five of
the eight courses are routinely listed as some of the best in the country. 

NASCAR racing fans are familiar with the Talladega Superspeedway, home of the Diehard 500 in April and the Winston 500
in October. Combination tickets for year-round track tours and admission to the International Motorsports Hall of Fame are
available. RVers should take note that race time in Talladega is tailgate heaven. 
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ADGER MAP, B-2

Burchfield Branch Park

15036 Bankhead Rd.,Adger 35006.
T: (205) 497-9828; www.reserveusa.com.

a ★★★★ b ★★★★

Beauty: ★★★★ Site Privacy: ★★★

Spaciousness: ★★★★ Quiet: ★★★★

Security: ★★★★ Cleanliness: ★★★★

Insect Control: ★★★ Facilities: ★★★

Construction was completed on Old Lock 16 Park
on Holt Lake in 2002. Every attractive site is situ-
ated on the water and features paved back-in park-
ing. Sites are larger than average and nicely spaced,
making them quiet. There are a few shade trees,
but not enough greenery to provide privacy
between sites.

BASICS

Operated By: U.S.Army Corps of Engineers.
Open: All year. Site Assignment: First come, first
served; reservations accepted through the National
Recreation Reservation Service (NRRS) at (877)
444-6777 or www.reserveusa.com; reservations
can be made up to 240 days in advance, full pay-
ment required upon making reservation; credit
card preferred (V, MC, D,AE), or pay by money
order if at least 21 days in advance of arrival; $10
fee for cancellation or change of site or dates; can-
cellation w/in 3 days of arrival charged 1st night,
no-show charged $20 plus 1st night. Registra-
tion: Gatehouse. Fee: $16. Parking: At site, limit
2 vehicles per site.

FACILITIES

Number of Tent-only Sites: 2. Number of
Multipurpose Sites: 35. Hookups: Electric (50
amps), water. Each Site: Picnic table, grill, fire ring,
lantern post, some decks. Dump Station: Yes.
Laundry: Yes. Pay Phone: Yes. Rest Rooms and
Showers: Yes. Fuel: No. Propane: No. Internal
Roads: Paved. RV Service: 40 mi. west in
Tuscaloosa. Market: Country store 4 mi.; grocery
25 mi. east in Hueytown. Restaurant: 10 mi. north
in Oak Grove. General Store: 25 mi. east in
Hueytown. Vending: Beverages. Swimming: Yes,
beach. Playground: Yes. Other: Boat ramp, swim-
ming beach, picnic shelter. Activities: Fishing, boat-
ing, hiking, biking, migratory eagle viewing Oct.–
Feb. Nearby Attractions: VisionLand, Mercedes-
Benz Visitor Center, Birmingham & Tuscaloosa
attractions. Additional Information: Tuscaloosa
CVB, (800) 538-8696; Greater Birmingham CVB,
(800) 458-8085; Holt Resource Office, (205) 553-
9373.

RESTRICTIONS

Pets: On leash only. Fires: In grills, fire rings only.
Alcoholic Beverages: Not allowed. Vehicle
Maximum Length: None.

TO GET THERE

From I-59, take the Brookwood exit onto CR 59
and go north approximately 5 mi. to AL 216.
Turn right and drive east for 2.5 mi. Then turn
left back onto CR 59 and go north 18 mi. Turn

left onto Lock 17 Rd. and go north. After 2 mi.
(at Lock 17 Grocery) the road veers to the left.
Continue 2.5 mi. north to the campground
entrance.

ALEXANDER CITY MAP, B-2

Wind Creek State Park

4325 AL 128,Alexander City 35010.
T: (256) 329-0845; www.dcnr.state.al.us/parks.

a ★★★★ b ★★★★

Beauty: ★★★★ Site Privacy: ★★

Spaciousness: ★★★ Quiet: ★★★

Security: ★★★★★ Cleanliness: ★★★★

Insect Control: ★★★ Facilities: ★★★★

On the shores of 40,000-acre Lake Martin in east
central Alabama, Wind Creek State Park is an excel-
lent choice for families. Children will enjoy the
large playground and variety of natural and recre-
ational programs. Campers with lakefront sites are
allowed to swim and dock boats right at the sites.
Anglers will find catfish, crappie and bluegill as well
as largemouth, salt water striped, white, and hybrid
bass. Wind Creek State Park is not the top choice
for peace and quiet as it is full of children and boats.
The park should be assiduously avoided on holiday
weekends. Security is outstanding at this gated and
extremely remote park. The campground at Wind
Creek State Park is laid out in five main sections
including a primitive overflow area. The large, flat,
grid-like section B is nicely shaded by a stand of
loblolly and longleaf pine. Section C includes sites
on an open peninsula with unobscured views of
Lake Martin. Sites C190, C191, and C192 are the
prettiest in spite of their complete lack of privacy.
Other attractive lakefront sites are found in section
D. Section E contains a few sites with lake views
and a modicum of privacy (try E32, E33, E34,
E36, E38, or E30). All the sites at Wind Creek
State Park are small compared to other Alabama
state parks. While some sites are extremely shady,
the open sites tend to have better views of the lake.
The back-in, paved parking spaces are in various
states of repair and disrepair and may be peppered
with pine straw, gravel, or grass. However, the bath-
houses here are in excellent condition—large and
clean with no frills.

BASICS

Operated By: Alabama State Parks. Open: All
year. Site Assignment: First come, first served;
Alabama State Park reservations system. Registra-
tion: Main entrance, open 24 hours in-season;
night registration available in winter. Fee: $16 for
RV camping, $14 for tent camping, $3 additional for
sewer or waterfront sites, fee includes 4 people, $2
for each additional person, limit 8 people per site.
Parking: Limit 2 cars per site, overflow parking
available.

FACILITIES

Number of Multipurpose Sites: 636.
Hookups: Electric (30 amps), water, 235 sites w/
sewer. Each Site: Picnic table, grill. Dump Sta-

tion: Yes. Laundry: Yes. Pay Phone: Yes. Rest
Rooms and Showers: Yes. Fuel: No. Propane:
No. Internal Roads: Paved. RV Service: 8 mi.
northeast in Alexander City. Market: 8 mi. north-
east in Alexander City. Restaurant: 8 mi. north-
east in Alexander City. General Store: Camp
store. Vending: Yes. Swimming: Beach. Play-
ground: Yes. Other: Marina, boat launches, 210-ft.
fishing pier, picnic pavilions. Activities: Hiking
trails, fishing, lake swimming, boating (limited boat
rentals), organized summer activities, volleyball,
horseshoes. Nearby Attractions: Lake Martin,
Horseshoe Bend Military Park, Charles E. Bailey
Sportsplex. Additional Information: Alexander
City Chamber of Commerce, (256) 234-3461.

RESTRICTIONS

Pets: On leash only. Fires: Allowed. Alcoholic
Beverages: At site only. Vehicle Maximum
Length: 50 ft.

TO GET THERE

From Montgomery, take US 231 north for 9 mi.
At Wetumpka, turn right onto AL 170 and go
east for 10 mi. At Eclectic follow signs to AL 63
north. Follow AL 63 for 18 mi. until you see park
signs. Turn right onto AL 128 and travel east 5
mi. to the park. From Birmingham, take US 280
east to Alexander City. Turn right onto AL 63
and go south for 7 mi. Turn left onto AL 128 and
go east 5 mi.

BENTON MAP, C-2

Prairie Creek Campground,
Woodruff Lake

8493 US 80 West, Benton 36040.T: (334) 872-
9554 or (334) 418-4919; www.reserveusa.com.

a ★★★★ b ★★★★

Beauty: ★★★★ Site Privacy: ★★★★

Spaciousness: ★★★★ Quiet: ★★★★

Security: ★★★★ Cleanliness: ★★★★

Insect Control: ★★★ Facilities: ★★★

Prairie Creek is typical of the top quality camp-
grounds managed by the Army Corps of Engi-
neers. Sites are extremely spacious and most have
uncluttered views of the Alabama River. Spanish
moss-laden oak trees provide shade and privacy.
Two of the three camping areas, Beaver Point and
Eagles Roost, are newer and feature paved back-in
parking. The older Whitetail Bluff camping area
contains pull-throughs but is now used for over-
flow camping. At Beaver Point, sites 56–62 are
reserved for tent campers. RV campers will not be
disappointed with any of the waterfront sites,
27–51. Since so many sites are excellent, choose
your site based on proximity to facilities. The
campgrounds located on the Alabama River Lake
system are all extremely remote. Prairie Creek
makes a great summer destination as it only fills to
capacity on the busiest holiday weekends. Gates
lock at night making the park extremely safe.
Prairie Creek is located six miles from Holy
Ground Battlefield Park, site of 1813–1814 clashes
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between the Creek Indians and the U.S. Army, led
by General Andrew Jackson. Today, Holy Ground
Battlefield Park is a day-use only recreation area
with swimming beach, boat launch, playground,
bathhouse, picnic shelters, multi-purpose court,
hiking trails, and observation deck. Day-use fees
are waived for Prairie Creek campground guests.

BASICS

Operated By: U.S.Army Corps of Engineers.
Open: All year. Site Assignment: First come, first
served; 60% of sites are available for reservations,
accepted through the National Recreation Reser-
vation Service (NRRS) at (877) 444-6777 or
www.reserveusa.com. Reservations can be made
up to 240 days in advance, full payment required
upon making reservation; credit card preferred (V,
MC, D,AE), or pay by money order if at least 21
days in advance of arrival. $10 fee for cancellation
or change of site or dates. Cancellation w/in 3 days
of arrival charged 1st night, no-show charged $20
plus 1st night. Registration: Gatehouse or night
access lane. Fee: $14–$16 for waterfront multipur-
pose sites; $12 for other multipurpose sites, $10
for tent sites. Parking: At sites, overflow parking
available.

FACILITIES

Number of Tent-only Sites: 7. Number of
Multipurpose Sites: 62. Hookups: Electric (50
amps), water. Each Site: Picnic tables, grills, fire
rings, tent pad at tent sites. Dump Station: Yes.
Laundry: Yes. Pay Phone: Yes. Rest Rooms and
Showers: Yes. Fuel: No. Propane: No. Internal
Roads: Paved. RV Service: 20 mi. west in Selma.
Market: 20 mi. west in Selma. Restaurant: 10 mi.
southeast in Lowndesboro. General Store: 20 mi.
west in Selma. Vending: No. Swimming: No.
Playground: Yes. Other: Courtesy docks, boat
ramp, fish-cleaning area, picnic shelters, sports
court, scenic overlooks. Activities: Boating, water-
skiing, hiking, hunting. Nearby Attractions:
Brown Chapel A.M.E. Church & King Monument,
Cahawba, National Voting Rights Museum & Insti-
tute, Old Depot Museum, Old Live Oak Cemetery
Tour, Smitherman Historic Building. Additional
Information: Selma/Dallas County Chamber of
Commerce, (334) 875-7241.

RESTRICTIONS

Pets: On leash only. Fires: Fire ring only. Alco-
holic Beverages: Allowed. Vehicle Maximum
Length: 50 ft.

TO GET THERE

From Montgomery, take US 80 west for 25 mi.
Turn right on CR 29 and follow the signs.

BIRMINGHAM MAP, B-2

Birmingham South Campground

222 Hwy. 33, Birmingham 35124.
T: (205) 664-8832 or (800) 772-8832.

a ★★★★ b ★★

Beauty: ★★★ Site Privacy: ★★

Spaciousness: ★★★ Quiet: ★★★

Security: ★★★ Cleanliness: ★★★

Insect Control: ★★★★ Facilities: ★★★★

Though not as attractive as nearby Oak Mountain
State Park, KOA Birmingham South is tidy and
offers comfortably spaced sites. Campers some-
times prefer the aesthetically bland sites at KOA to
the state park because sites are level and hookups
include cable TV. The KOA may also be quieter, as
many of the campers here are retirees. Back-in sites
numbered B-8 through B-30 are the shadiest, pret-
tiest, and the most popular. If you prefer an open
pull-through site, choose from sites 1–36. All roads
and RV parking spots are paved.

BASICS

Operated By: AIG Baker. Open: All year. Site
Assignment: First come, first served; reservations
accepted. Registration: Campground office. Fee:
$29 water & electric, $23 tent, fee includes 2 peo-
ple; extra charge for sewer, a/c, electric heat or 50
amp hookup. Parking: 2 vehicles per site, plus
overflow lot.

FACILITIES

Number of RV Sites: 116. Number of Tent-
only Sites: 6. Hookups: Electric (30, 50 amps),
water, sewer, cable TV. Each Site: Picnic table,
paved area, grill on request. Dump Station: Yes.
Laundry: Yes. Pay Phone: Yes. Rest Rooms and
Showers: Yes. Fuel: No. Propane: Yes. Internal
Roads: Some gravel, majority paved. RV Service:
15 mi. Market: 1 mi. in Pelham. Restaurant: 0.5
mi. in Pelham. General Store: Camp store,Wal-
Mart 2 mi. south in Pelham. Vending: Beverages.
Swimming: Yes, heated pool & hot tub. Play-
ground: Yes. Other: Gift shop, hot tub, covered
pavilion, rental cabins. Activities: Game room,
horseshoes, basketball, clubhouse w/ TV. Nearby
Attractions: Oak Mountain State Park (golf, fish-
ing, horseback riding, boating, hiking), Birmingham
Zoo & Botanical Gardens, Galleria Mall. Additional
Information: Birmingham CVB, (800) 458-8085;
Hoover Chamber of Commerce, (205) 988-5672.

RESTRICTIONS

Pets: On leash only. Fires: At tent sites only. Alco-
holic Beverages: At site only. Vehicle Maxi-
mum Length: 50 ft.

TO GET THERE

From I-65, take Exit 242, then AL 52 west, then
right on AL 33, campground is 1 block on the
right.

BIRMINGHAM MAP, B-2

Oak Mountain State Park

P.O. Box 278, Birmingham 35124.
T: (205) 620-2527; www.dcnr.state.al.us/parks.

a ★★★★ b ★★★★

Beauty: ★★★ Site Privacy: ★★★

Spaciousness: ★★★ Quiet: ★★★★

Security: ★★★ Cleanliness: ★★★

Insect Control: ★★★ Facilities: ★★★★★

While reasonably attractive, Oak Mountain State
park doesn’t boast the most gorgeous campground
in the state. The camp sites are a little ghostly—we
could tell that they used to be lovely. Sites are situ-
ated in two main areas, within which site shape, size
and privacy vary immensely. Area A contains 71

sites, 24 of which have full hookups. Area A is pret-
tier, shadier and more woodsy than B, which has 72
sites crammed into half the space of A. In fact, most
of area B is downright unattractive, with the excep-
tion of tent sites B6, B8, B64, and B65. All RV
parking is on untidy gravel and both areas have
back-in and pull-through parking. Oak Mountain
is exceptional for its proximity to Birmingham. It’s
a good place to stay while visiting Birmingham and
it’s also the favored outdoor playground for the
city’s natives. This means that hiking, mountain
biking, and other activities may not provide the
solitude we would expect at other parks. Still, the
park’s broad offering of activities and its proximity
to a number of restaurants and attractions make it a
good choice for a visit. Security at Oak Mountain is
fair. The back gate is never manned, but both gates
are locked at night. Avoid Oak Mountain State
Park like the plague on holiday weekends and dur-
ing the hotter summer months.

BASICS

Operated By: Alabama State Parks. Open: All
year. Site Assignment: Reservations required for
weekends & holidays, 2-night min. stay weekends, 3-
night min. stay holiday weekends (Mem. Day, Labor
Day, & 4th of July). Registration: Country store.
Fee: $17 for sites w/ full hookups, $15 for sites w/
water & electric, $11 for tent sites, fee includes 3
people, $2 per extra person, senior discount over
65. Parking: Limit 2 cars per site.

FACILITIES

Number of Tent-only Sites: 60. Number of
Multipurpose Sites: 85. Hookups: Electric (30
amps), water, sewer. Each Site: Picnic table, grill, fire
ring, lantern pole. Dump Station: Yes. Laundry:
Yes. Pay Phone: Yes. Rest Rooms and Showers:
Yes. Fuel: No. Propane: No. Internal Roads:
Paved & gravel. RV Service: 2 mi. southwest. Mar-
ket: 3 mi. southwest in Pelham. Restaurant: 3 mi.
southwest in Pelham. General Store: Wal-Mart 6
mi. east in Inverness. Vending: Beverages. Swim-
ming: No. Playground: Yes. Other: Boat ramp,
lake beach, snack bar, petting zoo, information cen-
ter, stables, marina, boat rental (no gasoline boats
allowed on lake), tennis courts, BMX track, picnic
area,Alabama Wildlife Rescue Center, 18-hole golf
course, sports fields, picnic shelters & pavilions, con-
ference center. Activities: Horseback riding, hiking,
mountain biking, fishing. Nearby Attractions:
VisionLand, Birmingham Zoo & Botanical Gardens,
Birmingham Museum of Art,Alabama Jazz Hall of
Fame, Birmingham Civil Rights Institute, Sloss Fur-
naces, Galleria Mall. Additional Information:
Birmingham CVB, (205) 458-8001; Hoover Chamber
of Commerce, (205) 988-5672.

RESTRICTIONS

Pets: On leash only. Fires: Grill, fire rings only.
Alcoholic Beverages: At site only. Vehicle Max-
imum Length: 56 ft.

TO GET THERE

From I-65, take Exit 246 and go west on US 119.
Take an immediate left onto State Park Rd. Drive
for 3.5 mi. to a 4-way stop. Turn left onto Findlay
Dr. The main park gate is ahead. Go 5.5 mi. past
the gate to Campground Rd. and turn left.
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CAMDEN MAP, C-2

Roland Cooper State Park

285 Deer Run Dr., Camden 36726.
T: (334) 682-4838; www.dcnr.state.al.us/parks.

a ★★★ b ★★★

Beauty: ★★★ Site Privacy: ★★★

Spaciousness: ★★★ Quiet: ★★★

Security: ★★★ Cleanliness: ★★★

Insect Control: ★★ Facilities: ★★★★

Golf and fishing are the primary draws at Roland
Cooper State Park. Created by a dam on the
Alabama River, 22,000-acre Dannelly Reservoir is
home to numerous fish species, as well as beaver,
waterfowl, and American alligator. The nine-hole
golf course is a bargain; greens fees are only $9 for
9 holes and $13 for 18 holes. Here, the woodlands
are dominated by pine. The majority of the camp-
sites enjoy the shade of a mature stand of loblolly
pine. A bit of privacy is provided by the trees, but
none of the sites are entirely secluded. Most of the
sites are situated on one loop and feature paved,
back-in parking. Sites 22, 24, and 28 are pull-
through sites, with views of the reservoir and gravel
parking. In the primitive tent camping area, site 10
has a nice view of the water. Site size is comfortable
but not exceptional. Roland Cooper’s rural loca-
tion and gates that lock at night make it fairly
secure. Avoid this park in July and August when
summer heat crescendos. Also avoid Memorial
Day, 4th of July, and Labor Day, when crowds are
at a maximum.

BASICS

Operated By: Alabama State Parks. Open: All
year. Site Assignment: Reservations accepted;
cancellation w/ 72-hour notice; sites are first come,
first served. Registration: Entrance office. Fee:
$16. Parking: Limit 3 vehicles per site, overflow
parking available.

FACILITIES

Number of Tent-only Sites: 10. Number of
Multipurpose Sites: 47. Hookups: Electric (30
amps), water, sewer. Each Site: Picnic table, grill, fire
ring. Dump Station: Yes. Laundry: Yes. Pay
Phone: Yes. Rest Rooms and Showers: Yes.
Fuel: No. Propane: No. Internal Roads: Paved.
RV Service: 75 mi. northeast in Montgomery. Mar-
ket: Camp store. Restaurant: 5 mi. south in Cam-
den. General Store: 5 mi. south in Camden.
Vending: No. Swimming: No. Playground: Yes.
Other: Clubhouse, picnic pavilion, 9-hole golf
course, driving range, boat ramps, fish-cleaning area.
Activities: Golf, fishing, boating, swimming, walking
trails. Nearby Attractions: Bridgeport Beach, Dale
Masonic Lodge,Wilcox Female Institute. Additional
Information: Wilcox Development Council, (334)
682-4929.

RESTRICTIONS

Pets: On leash only. Fires: Fire rings, grills only.
Alcoholic Beverages: At site only. Vehicle Max-
imum Length: None.

TO GET THERE

From I-65, take Exit 128. Drive west on AL 10
for 40 mi. At Camden, turn right onto AL 41 and
drive north for 4 mi. The park is on the left.

CHILDERSBURG MAP, B-2

DeSoto Caverns

5181 DeSoto Caverns Pkwy., Childersburg
35044.T: (256) 378-7252;
www.desotocavernspark.com.

a ★★★ b ★★★

Beauty: ★★★★ Site Privacy: ★★

Spaciousness: ★★ Quiet: ★★★

Security: ★★ Cleanliness: ★★★★

Insect Control: ★★★ Facilities: ★★★★

This small, privately owned campground is clean
and attractive. Part of a complex that includes De-
Soto Caverns and a small amusement park, the
campground is sandwiched into the front corner of
the property. Because some sites are only a few feet
from the amusement park, quiet afternoon naps
may be out of the question when the park is busy.
The triangular campground offers compact sites
which are well shaded by pine trees. Parking is
mainly back-in, with a few pull-throughs, and
patchy grass invading the gravel. Sites 2 and 3 are
farthest away from AL 76 making them the quietest
at night. Big rigs should avoid this tight, hilly camp-
ground altogether (opt for one of the sprawling
campgrounds along Logan Martin Lake). Less than
60 miles from Birmingham, this kitschy-but-fun
park will be appreciated by children especially. The
Great-Onyx Cavern is the venue for a laser light
show and the amusement park includes a fishing’
hole, gem panning and more. Keep in mind that
there is no snack bar at the park. Count on driving
about 5 miles to Childersburg if you’re not cooking
at your site. Security is poor here. There is no gate
and the campground is visible from AL 76. Cave
touring is a delightful summertime activity. Just
steer clear of visits during holiday weekends and big
event weekends at Talladega Superspeedway.

BASICS

Operated By: The Mathis Family. Open: All year,
closed Christmas Day & Thanksgiving. Site Assign-
ment: First come, first served; reservations
accepted for festivals & Talladega Superspeedway
race weekends only; full deposit required; 1-week
cancellation policy. Registration: Gift shop or
night registration. Fee: $20 for full hookups, $15
for tent camping, 4 person max., $2 per extra per-
son. Parking: At site, overflow parking available.

FACILITIES

Number of RV Sites: 16. Number of Tent-only
Sites: 3. Hookups: Electric (30 amps), water,
sewer. Each Site: Picnic table, grill, some fire rings.
Dump Station: Yes. Laundry: No. Pay Phone:
Yes. Rest Rooms and Showers: Yes. Fuel: No.
Propane: No. Internal Roads: Gravel. RV Ser-
vice: 5 mi. southwest in Childersburg. Market: 5
mi. southwest in Childersburg. Restaurant: 5 mi.
southwest in Childersburg. General Store: Camp
Store,Wal-Mart 15 mi. south in Sylacauga. Vending:
Yes. Swimming: No. Playground: Yes. Other:
Caverns, climbing wall, amusement park. Activities:
Mazes, mini-golf, pedal boats, go-carts, gemstone
panning, laser light show. Nearby Attractions: Tal-
ladega Superspeedway, Kymulga Grist Mill & Cov-
ered Bridge, Bryant’s Vineyard, Blue Bell

Creameries. Additional Information: Childers-
burg Chamber of Commerce, (256) 378-5482,Tal-
ladega Chamber of Commerce, (256) 362-9075.

RESTRICTIONS

Pets: On leash only. Fires: Allowed. Alcoholic
Beverages: Not allowed. Vehicle Maximum
Length: None.

TO GET THERE

From US 280 in Childersburg, drive northeast on
AL 76 (DeSoto Caverns Pkwy.) for 5 mi. The
entrance is on the left.

COKER MAP, B-1

Lake Lurleen State Park

13226 Lake Lurleen Rd., Coker 35452.
T: (205) 339-1558; www.dcnr.state.al.us/parks.

a ★★★★ b ★★★★

Beauty: ★★★★ Site Privacy: ★★★

Spaciousness: ★★★★ Quiet: ★★★

Security: ★★★★ Cleanliness: ★★★

Insect Control: ★★ Facilities: ★★★

Named after Alabama’s only woman governor,
Lurleen Burns Wallace, this lake is popular with
anglers. The 250-acre lake is stocked with bream,
catfish, crappie, and largemouth and striped bass.
Rather not fish? Swim, hike, or canoe. Located 12
miles northwest of Tuscaloosa, this park stays busy
all summer so we recommend weekday, spring, or
fall visits. Four camping areas (A–D) offer nice-
sized sites. Most have paved back-in parking. A few
sites have gravel parking. Section B is devoted to
RV campers and contains eight pull-through sites.
Sites B33–B39 (odd numbers) feature wooden
decks overlooking Lake Lurleen. In section A, lake-
front sites A2–A14 (even numbers) offer lovely
views. While most sites have some shady trees, sites
A15 and A16 are exceptionally shady and secluded.
In spite of Lake Lurleen’s proximity to Tuscaloosa,
it feels remote. Gates lock at night making the park
extremely secure.

BASICS

Operated By: Alabama State Parks. Open: All
year. Site Assignment: Reservations accepted w/
1-night deposit; sites are first come, first served.
Registration: Entrance station. Fee: $14 base rate
(MC,V, check, or cash). Parking: 2 vehicles per
site.

FACILITIES

Number of Multipurpose Sites: 91. Hookups:
Electric (30, 50 amps), water, 35 sites w/ sewer.
Each Site: Picnic table, grill. Dump Station: Yes.
Laundry: No. Pay Phone: Yes. Rest Rooms and
Showers: Yes. Fuel: No. Propane: No. Internal
Roads: Paved. RV Service: 15 mi. south in
Tuscaloosa. Market: 7 mi. east in Northport.
Restaurant: 7 mi. east in Northport. General
Store: Yes. Vending: Yes. Swimming: Yes, lake.
Playground: Yes. Other: Boat ramps, fishing pier,
marina, boat rentals, amphitheater, picnic area,
group picnic shelters, swimming beach, beach snack
stand, nature center, sports field. Activities: Fish-
ing, boating, hiking, swimming. Nearby Attrac-
tions: Paul “Bear” Bryant Museum,Alabama
Museum of Natural History, Moundville Indian
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Archaeological Park, Mercedes-Benz Visitor Center,
Denny Chimes, Gorgas House, Children’s Hands-
On Museum, Kentucky Art Center, University of
Alabama Arboretum. Additional Information:
West Alabama Chamber of Commerce (205) 758-
7588;Tuscaloosa CVB, (800) 538-8696.

RESTRICTIONS

Pets: On leash only. Fires: Fire pit only. Alcoholic
Beverages: Site only, not allowed at beach. Vehi-
cle Maximum Length: None.

TO GET THERE

From I-59, take Exit 71-B in Tuscaloosa. Go
north on I-359 for 5 mi. Turn left onto US 82
(McFarland Blvd.) and drive west for 5 mi. Turn
right onto CR 21 and drive north for 4.5 mi. The
park entrance is on the right.

DELTA MAP, B-3

Cheaha State Park

2141 Bunker Loop, Delta 36258.
T: (256) 488-5111; www.dcnr.state.al.us/parks.

a ★★★★ b ★★★★

Beauty: ★★★★ Site Privacy: ★★★

Spaciousness: ★★★★ Quiet: ★★★

Security: ★★★ Cleanliness: ★★★

Insect Control: ★★★★ Facilities: ★★★★

With an elevation of 2,407 feet, Mount Cheaha is
the highest point in the state of Alabama. Park
guests can enjoy the gorgeous mountain view from
atop the observation tower. The campgrounds are
also very attractive, with spacious sites and a variety
of shady hardwood species. Site privacy varies, with
dense foliage buffering some sites from their neigh-
bors. There are two campgrounds at Cheaha, Num-
ber 1, or “Upper,” and Number 2, or “Lower.”
Campground Number 1 features mostly back-in
parking, but there are a few spacious pull-throughs.
Parking spots are an amalgamation of dirt and
gravel. In campground Number 1, sites 4 and 5 are
extremely private and wooded. Large pull-through
sites include 30, 31, 34, 35, and 36. Of these, 34 is
the shadiest. In campground Number 2, sites 56
and 57 have a gorgeous view. Most sites in Number
2 are pull-throughs. The popularity of Cheaha’s
campgrounds can sometimes detract from their
beauty. The campgrounds are fairly well main-
tained, but the rest rooms and trash bins sometimes
need more attention than they get. Security is fair at
this rural state park. We got the idea that gates may
or may not go down at night. This Appalachian
park stays cooler than most of Alabama during the
summer. Nonetheless, we recommend avoiding
Cheaha on summer weekends when the park’s
beauty and myriad activities attract the masses.

BASICS

Operated By: Alabama State Parks. Open: All
year. Site Assignment: First come, first served;
reservations accepted w/ 1st night’s fee in advance;
no refunds allowed, although date of stay can be
changed. Registration: Country store. Fee: $15
multipurpose sites, $10 primitive sites, 15% dis-
count for handicapped or 62 & over. Parking: Site,
limit 2 vehicles per site.

FACILITIES

Number of RV Sites: 0. Number of Tent-only
Sites: Undesignated sites. Number of Multipur-
pose Sites: 73. Hookups: Electric (30 amps),
water, sewer. Each Site: Picnic table, grill. Dump
Station: No. Laundry: Yes. Pay Phone: Yes. Rest
Rooms and Showers: Yes. Fuel: Yes. Propane:
No. Internal Roads: Paved. RV Service: 25 mi.
east in Oxford. Market: 25 mi. east in Oxford.
Restaurant: In park. General Store: Wal-Mart
25 mi. east in Oxford. Vending: Beverages. Swim-
ming: Yes. Playground: Yes. Other: Observation
tower, CCC Museum, picnic & play area, sandy
swimming beach. Activities: Fishing, pedal boat
rental, hiking, mountain biking. Nearby Attrac-
tions: Anniston Museum of Natural History, Birm-
ingham & Gadsden attractions.

RESTRICTIONS

Pets: On leash only. Fires: Allowed. Alcoholic
Beverages: At site only. Vehicle Maximum
Length: 40 ft.

TO GET THERE

From I-20 take Exit 191. Go south on US 431 for
5 mi. Turn right onto AL 281 and go south. This
runs into the park.

DOUBLE SPRINGS MAP, A-1

Corinth Recreation Area

1070 Hwy. 33, Double Springs 35553.
T: (205) 489-5111; www.reserveusa.com.

a ★★★★ b ★★★★

Beauty: ★★★★ Site Privacy: ★★★

Spaciousness: ★★★★ Quiet: ★★★★

Security: ★★★★★ Cleanliness: ★★★★

Insect Control: ★★★★★ Facilities: ★★★

Located 28 miles from the hiking and equestrian
trails at Sipsey Wilderness Area, Corinth Recreation
Area offers 52 campsites with full hookups. Sites are
attractive, spacious, and heavily wooded. Dense
brush between sites provides privacy. The camp-
ground is laid out in two main loops plus a group
camp loop. The Yellow Hammer loop is much pret-
tier than the Firefly loop. All parking is paved.
While most of the parking is back-in style, there are
five huge pull-through sites. Pull-through sites 17
and 19 are lovely and very private. Although the
bathhouses in Bankhead National Forest are small,
they are some of the tidiest in the state. Security is
excellent at Corinth; the campground is extremely
remote and gated at all times. Day-use facilities at
Corinth are minimal, so the atmosphere is usually
incredibly laid-back. This tranquil campground
rarely fills up, so it’s a good bet for a summer week-
end (if you can stand the heat).

BASICS

Operated By: Cradle of Forestry in America
Interpretive Assoc. Open: Inquire at campground.
Site Assignment: First come, first served; some
loops reservable through National Recreation
Reservation System, (877) 444-6777. Registra-
tion: Gatehouse. Fee: $20 RV, $10 tent, fee
includes 1 vehicle per site, $3 per extra vehicle.
Parking: At site; wheels must be on pavement.

FACILITIES

Number of Tent-only Sites: 8. Number of
Multipurpose Sites: 50. Hookups: Electric (50
amps), water, sewer. Each Site: Picnic table, fire
ring, grill, lantern post, tent pad. Dump Station:
Yes. Laundry: No. Pay Phone: Yes. Rest Rooms
and Showers: Yes. Fuel: No. Propane: No.
Internal Roads: Paved. RV Service: 35 mi. east in
Cullman. Market: 5 mi. northwest in Double
Springs. Restaurant: 5 mi. northwest in Double
Springs. General Store: 5 mi. northwest in Dou-
ble Springs. Vending: No. Swimming: No. Play-
ground: No. Other: Boat launch, swimming beach,
paddle boat rental, group picnic shelter. Activities:
Fishing, swimming, hiking. Nearby Attractions:
William B. Bankhead National Forest, Looney’s
Entertainment & Riverboat,Ave Maria Grotto in
Cullman. Additional Information: Cullman Area
Chamber of Commerce, (800) 313-5114.

RESTRICTIONS

Pets: On leash only. Fires: Fire ring only. Alco-
holic Beverages: Not Allowed. Vehicle Maxi-
mum Length: 50 ft.

TO GET THERE

From I-65, take Exit 308 at Cullman. Go west on
US 278 for approximately 30 mi. Turn left and
drive south on CR 57 for 3 mi. to the park
entrance.

EUFAULA MAP, C-3

Lakepoint Resort State Park

P.O. Box 267, Eufaula 36072.T: (334) 687-8011
or (800) 544-5253; www.dcnr.state.al.us/parks.

a ★★★★ b ★★★★

Beauty: ★★★★ Site Privacy: ★★

Spaciousness: ★★★ Quiet: ★★★

Security: ★★★★ Cleanliness: ★★★★

Insect Control: ★★★ Facilities: ★★★★★

Hide your carrots. Lakepoint Resort Sate Park
campgrounds are full of bunny rabbits. The flat
campground is situated along Lake Eufaula, home
to beaver and American alligator. Four camping
areas provide over 500 sites. Of these areas, the
Clark Loop, with sites along the lake, is the most
attractive. Clark has only water and electric
hookups, and is the best choice for tent campers.
Even-numbered sites 20–42 have the prettiest views.
RV campers should head for the Deer Court area,
which has full hookups, and both back-in and pull-
through sites. All parking is paved and ground cover
consists of grass and pine straw. Site size varies, but
sites are generally comfortable. Most sites are nicely
wooded with a variety of tree species, some adorned
with Spanish moss. None are very secluded. With
excellent resort amenities, Lakepoint Resort State
Park is a good choice for active families and couples,
making its remote location worth the drive. Gated
at all times, campground security is excellent. This
park becomes chaotic on holiday weekends and
should also be avoided in July and August when it’s
bound to be unbearably hot and humid.

BASICS

Operated By: Alabama State Parks Conservation
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Dept. Open: All year, except Thanksgiving &
Christmas Days. Site Assignment: First come,
first served; reservations accepted through Con-
servation Dept. or directly, 1 night deposit, 7-day
cancellation notice; 3-night min. on holidays. Regis-
tration: Camp store, night registration available.
Fee: $17 for sites w/ sewer, $15 for sites w/ water
& electric, $12 no hookups fees include 4 people,
$1 per extra person. Parking: 2 cars per site,
overflow parking available.

FACILITIES

Number of Multipurpose Sites: 244.
Hookups: Electric (30 amps), water, 80 sites w/
sewer. Each Site: Picnic table, grill. Dump Sta-
tion: Yes. Laundry: Yes. Pay Phone: Yes. Rest
Rooms and Showers: Yes. Fuel: Boat fuel.
Propane: Yes. Internal Roads: Paved. RV Ser-
vice: 40 mi. north in Columbus, GA. Market: 6 mi.
south in Eufaula. Restaurant: In park. General
Store: Camp store. Vending: Yes. Swimming:
No. Playground: Yes. Other: Marina, boat
launches, swimming beach, picnic area, sports field,
information/nature center, RV storage, tennis
courts, volleyball courts, basketball courts, lodge,
18-hole golf course, lounge, resort motel, video
arcade. Activities: Fishing, pontoon boat rental,
hiking, tennis courts, lodge, 18-hole golf. Nearby
Attractions: Downtown Eufaula, antebellum
homes, walking & driving tours, antique shopping.
Additional Information: Eufaula Chamber of
Commerce, (334) 687-6664.

RESTRICTIONS

Pets: On leash only. Fires: Grill, fire rings only.
Alcoholic Beverages: At site only. Vehicle Max-
imum Length: 60 ft.

TO GET THERE

From Columbus, GA, take US 431 south for
approximately 50 mi. Go past the intersection of
US 431 and AL 165. The park entrance is the
next left.

FORT PAYNE MAP, A-3

DeSoto State Park

13883 CR 89, Fort Payne 35967.
T: (256) 845-5075 or (800) 760-4089;
www.desotostatepark.com.

a ★★★★★ b ★★★★★

Beauty: ★★★★★ Site Privacy: ★★★★

Spaciousness: ★★★★★ Quiet: ★★★

Security: ★★★★★ Cleanliness: ★★★★

Insect Control: ★★★ Facilities: ★★★★

Situated about halfway between DeSoto Falls and
Little River Canyon, DeSoto State Park has a
rugged ambience even though it’s less than 10
miles northeast of Fort Payne. Sometimes referred
to as “The Grand Canyon of the East,” Little River
Canyon has drops of up to 600 feet. Hardcore out-
doorsfolk climb the canyon’s sandstone bluffs and
paddle the Little River’s Class III–V whitewater.
The campground at DeSoto State Park is laid out
in two loops, each with its own playground and
rest rooms. Sites are nicely spaced and the camp-
ground is heavily wooded with a variety of hard-

woods and pines, making site size outstanding and
site privacy excellent. RV parking spaces are gravel.
Of the 78 campsites, 10 are pull-throughs. Since
all of the sites are nice, choose your site based on
proximity to (or distance from) playgrounds and
rest rooms. RV campers may want to procure one
of the 20 sites with full hookups. Gorgeous sites
make this one of the most popular campgrounds in
the state, so visit in the spring to avoid the masses.
If you don’t mind the constant crowds, visit for fall
“leaf-peeping” in September and October. Security
at DeSoto State Park is excellent; at night the gate
must be opened with a “key card.”

BASICS

Operated By: Alabama State Parks. Open: All
year. Site Assignment: Reservations required.
Registration: Country store. Fee: $17 water,
electric, & sewer (4 people); $14 water & electric
(4 people); $8 primitive (2 people); $3 per extra
person; 8 people max.; children under 6 free. Park-
ing: At site, limit 2 cars per site.

FACILITIES

Number of Tent-only Sites: Undesignated sites.
Hookups: Water, 58 w/ electric (30 amps), 20 w/
electric (30 amps), sewer. Each Site: Picnic table,
grill, fire ring. Dump Station: Yes. Laundry: Yes.
Pay Phone: Yes. Rest Rooms and Showers:
Yes. Fuel: No. Propane: Yes. Internal Roads:
Paved. RV Service: 35 mi. west in Rainsville. Mar-
ket: Convenience 3 mi., grocery 7 mi. southwest in
Fort Payne. Restaurant: In park. General Store:
Convenience 3 mi.,Wal-Mart 10 mi. southwest in
Fort Payne. Vending: Yes. Swimming: Yes. Play-
ground: Yes. Other: Boat launch (7 mi.), nature
trails, tennis courts, volleyball court, sports equip-
ment, picnic & play area, lodge, country store.
Activities: Whitewater paddling (Cl ass I–IV), rock
climbing, hiking. Nearby Attractions: Little River
Canyon National Preserve, Mentone crafts &
antiques, Depot Museum, Cloudmont Ski & Golf
Resort, waterfalls. Additional Information: Fort
Payne Chamber of Commerce, (256) 845-2741;
Gadsden Chamber of Commerce, (256) 543-3472.

RESTRICTIONS

Pets: On leash only. Fires: Grills fire rings only.
Alcoholic Beverages: Not allowed. Vehicle
Maximum Length: 50 ft.

TO GET THERE

From I-59, take Fort Payne Exit 218 and drive
northeast on AL 35. Drive 8 mi. to the top of
Lookout Mountain. At the flashing caution light,
turn left onto CR 89 and drive 5 mi. to the park
entrance.

GADSDEN MAP, A-2

Noccalula Falls Park and 
Campground

P.O. Box 267, Gadsden 35904.T: (256) 543-
7412; www.rvcampground.com/al/noccalulafalls.

a ★★★★ b ★★★★

Beauty: ★★★★ Site Privacy: ★★

Spaciousness: ★★★ Quiet: ★★★

Security: ★★★★ Cleanliness: ★★★

Insect Control: ★★★★ Facilities: ★★★★★

This city-owned park will be a big hit with the
young’uns. The historic Pioneer Homestead con-
sists of over 50 structures which have been pre-
served by the city of Gadsden. Buildings such as
the blacksmith shop and the loom house contain
tools typically used by early Appalachian pioneers.
Children will also love the passenger train, animal
park, and mini-golf. Adults will appreciate the
urban location, with shopping and a choice of
restaurants found within six miles of the park.
Everybody will enjoy the park’s centerpiece, 90-
foot Noccalula Falls. The campground is attractive,
with plenty of back-in sites and a handful of pull-
throughs. A few sites have gravel parking, but most
are paved. Here, site size varies greatly, with most
sites being comfortably sized. The majority enjoy
the shade of tall pine trees. But with little foliage
between sites, privacy is poor. The prettiest sites
(A19–A38) overlook the large bluff that leads
down to Black Creek. Security is good at Noc-
calula Falls. Gates remain open throughout the
night, but rangers patrol the park 24 hours a day.
Avoid Gadsden in the hotter summer months.
Avoid this park completely on holidays. School
groups are more likely to visit the Pioneer Village
on weekdays in April and May. Call ahead if you
would like to avoid them.

BASICS

Operated By: City of Gadsden. Open: All year.
Site Assignment: First come, first served. Reser-
vations available call campground for details. Reg-
istration: Camp office. Fee: $23 for sites w/ full
hookups, $17 for sites w/ water & electricity, 7th
night is free, 10% senior discount. Parking: At site.

FACILITIES

Number of RV Sites: 83. Number of Tent-only
Sites: 20. Hookups: 14 RV w/ electric (30, 50
amps), water, sewer, & cable TV; 13 RV w/ electric
(30, 50 amps), water, sewer; 56 RV w/ electric (30,
50 amps), water; 20 tent w/ electric (30, 50 amps),
water. Each Site: Picnic table, grill. (Available at
most sites. Not guaranteed.) Dump Station: Yes.
Laundry: Yes. Pay Phone: Yes. Rest Rooms and
Showers: Yes. Fuel: No. Propane: No. Internal
Roads: Gravel. RV Service: 5 mi. east in Gadsden.
Market: 1mi. south in Gadsden. Restaurant: In
park. General Store: Country store in park;Wal-
Mart, K-Mart, & Lowe’s 10 mi. south in Gadsden.
Vending: No. Swimming: Yes. Playground: Yes.
Other: Botanical gardens, Noccalula Falls, Pioneer
Village, animal park, passenger train, picnic pavil-
ions, souvenir shop, concession stand, rec hall,
information center. Activities: Hiking, carpet golf,
swimming, nature & history study. Nearby
Attractions: Inquire at campground.

RESTRICTIONS

Pets: On leash only. Fires: Allowed. Alcoholic
Beverages: Not allowed. Vehicle Maximum
Length: None.

TO GET THERE

From I-59 take Exit 188 onto AL 211 (Noccalula
Rd.). Go south 3.5 mi. to the 1st light and turn
right. The park entrance is ahead.
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GREENVILLE MAP, C-2

Sherling Lake

P.O. Box 158, Greenville 36037.T: (800) 810-
5253; www.gocampingamerica.com/sherlinglake.

a ★★★★★ b ★★★★

Beauty: ★★★★★ Site Privacy: ★★★★

Spaciousness: ★★★★ Quiet: ★★★★★

Security: ★★★★★ Cleanliness: ★★★★★

Insect Control: ★★★★ Facilities: ★★★★

The city of Greenville operates this impeccably
manicured campground. The tidy landscaping
includes native azaleas and dogwoods with intermit-
tent shade provided by tall pines. The park encom-
passes two fishing lakes, stocked with catfish,
bluegill, brim, bass, and crappie. For golfers, 27-
hole Cambrian Ridge (part of the Robert Trent
Jones Golf Trail) is adjacent to Sherling Lake. Nearly
deserted in the spring and fall, this campground is
an excellent choice for golfers. For families, the play-
ground is one of the nicest we’ve seen. The majority
of the campsites are situated near the “Top Lake.”
All sites have ample paved parking and there are
plenty of large pull-through sites. Folks with large
campers should consider 1, 14, 18, and 25–41.
Although all sites at Sherling Lake are spacious,
back-in sites often feel a bit more secluded. Though
almost every site enjoys some shade, none are com-
pletely secluded by greenery. Sherling Lake is only
three miles from Greenville, providing easy access to
shopping and restaurants. The park fills to capacity
on holidays and during coastal hurricane evacua-
tions. The rest of the time it’s an oasis of tranquility.
Gates lock at night making security excellent.

BASICS

Operated By: City of Greenville. Open: All year.
Site Assignment: First come, first served; reser-
vations accepted, no deposit required. Registra-
tion: At office, late-comers register next morning.
Fee: $22 developed site for up to 4 people, $20
per tent in primitive area. Parking: Limit 1 car per
site, overflow parking available.

FACILITIES

Number of RV Sites: 0. Number of Tent-only
Sites: Undesignated sites. Number of Multipur-
pose Sites: 41. Hookups: Electric (30, 50 amps),
water, sewer. Each Site: Picnic table, shelter, fire
ring, grill; primitive area includes some tables, fire
rings & grills. Dump Station: Yes. Laundry: No.
Pay Phone: Yes. Rest Rooms and Showers: Yes.
Fuel: No. Propane: No. Internal Roads: Paved.
RV Service: 3.5 mi. south in Greenville. Market:
3.5 mi. south in Greenville. Restaurant: 3.5 mi.
south in Greenville. General Store: Snack shop.
Vending: Yes. Swimming: No. Playground: Yes.
Other: Boat launches, picnic pavilions, small meet-
ing room. Activities: Fishing lakes, boat rentals,
walking trail. Nearby Attractions: Adjacent to
Cambrian Ridge Robert Trent Jones 18-hole golf
course, Historic Greenville, Priesters Pecan Factory
& Outlet. Additional Information: Greenville
Chamber of Commerce, (334) 382-3251.

RESTRICTIONS

Pets: On leash only. Fires: Grill, fire rings only.

Alcoholic Beverages: At site only. Vehicle Max-
imum Length: 45 ft.

TO GET THERE

From I-65, take Exit 130 and head northwest on
AL 185 for 1.5 mi. At AL 263, turn left and con-
tinue another 1.5 mi. The park entrance is on the
left.

GROVE OAK MAP, A-2

Buck’s Pocket State Park

393 CR 174, Grove Oak 35975.
T: (256) 659-2752; www.dcnr.state.al.us/parks.

a ★★★★ b ★★★★★

Beauty: ★★★★★ Site Privacy: ★★★

Spaciousness: ★★★ Quiet: ★★★★★

Security: ★★★★ Cleanliness: ★★★★

Insect Control: ★★★★ Facilities: ★★★★

Two-thousand-acre Buck’s Pocket State Park is
exceedingly beautiful and not heavily visited. Built
around the 400-foot deep Buck’s Pocket Canyon
and featuring five moderately difficult hiking
trails, the park is appreciated by day hikers. Anglers
can access Lake Guntersville at Morgan Cove,
seven miles from the park. We were very impressed
with the quiet campground that lies in the flat val-
ley of the canyon. Completely shaded by a stand of
hardwood trees, the campground features sights
adjacent to lovely boulder-lined Little South Sauty
Creek. Campsites are not huge, but this camp-
ground rarely fills to capacity so you’ll have plenty
of elbowroom. While internal roads are paved, sites
offer back-in gravel parking. If you are looking for
solitude, head for secluded site 17. At 900 feet
above sea level, this little “pocket” of the southern
Appalachians stays cooler than most of Alabama
during the hot summer months. Visit Buck’s
Pocket comfortably during spring, summer, or fall.
The park is very remote with poor signage. It is
equipped with gates, but as one local said, “there
ain’t no need to lock ’em!”

BASICS

Operated By: Alabama State Parks. Open: All
year. Site Assignment: First come, first served;
reservations accepted for holiday weekends. Reg-
istration: At park office. Fee: $15 full hookups,
$14 water & electric, fee includes 8 people, $1 per
extra person. Parking: At sites.

FACILITIES

Number of Tent-only Sites: 8. Number of
Multipurpose Sites: 36. Hookups: 6 w/ electric
(50 amps), water, sewer; 36 w/ electric (50 amps),
water. Each Site: Picnic table, grill, fire ring, tent
pad at tent sites. Dump Station: Yes. Laundry:
Yes. Pay Phone: Yes. Rest Rooms and Show-
ers: Yes. Fuel: No. Propane: No. Internal
Roads: Paved. RV Service: 12 mi. east in
Rainsville. Market: Convenience store 3 mi. south,
Grocery 10 mi. south in Geraldine. Restaurant:
10 mi. south in Geraldine. General Store: 10 mi.
south in Geraldine. Vending: Yes. Swimming:
Yes, fishing pier. Playground: Yes. Other: Boat
launch, observation overlook, picnic area. Activi-
ties: Hiking & walking trails, fishing, boating.

Nearby Attractions: Cathedral Caverns,
Huntsville Space Museum, Lake Guntersville State
Park,TVA Guntersville Dam, Depot Museum.
Additional Information: Guntersville Chamber
of Commerce, (256) 582-3612.

RESTRICTIONS

Pets: On leash only. Fires: Fire rings, grills only.
Alcoholic Beverages: Not allowed. Vehicle
Maximum Length: None.

TO GET THERE

From I-59, take Exit 218 at Fort Payne. Go north
on AL 35 for 7 mi. At Rainsville, turn left and
drive south on AL 75 for 4 mi. At Fyffe, turn
right on CR 50, and go 8 mi. Watch carefully for
park signs. Turn right onto CR 19 and right again
onto CR 556, then left onto CR 73. The park is
on the right.

GULF SHORES MAP, D-1

Doc’s RV Park

17595 AL 180/Fort Morgan Rd., Gulf Shores
36542.T: (251) 968-4511; www.docsrvpark.com.

a ★★★ b n/a

Beauty: ★★★ Site Privacy: ★★

Spaciousness: ★★★ Quiet: ★★★

Security: ★★★ Cleanliness: ★★★

Insect Control: ★★★★ Facilities: ★★★

When we visited Gulf Shores, Doc’s RV Park was
the quietest in town. Three miles from the beach
and within easy distance to restaurants and shop-
ping, Doc’s isn’t far from touristy hustle and bustle.
Campsites at Doc’s are built around an elliptical
grassy park area. So even though sites are narrow,
campers enjoy a view of the grass. Most sites have a
little shade provided by trees on the periphery of
the park. All sites have back-in, gravel parking
which looks a little untidy in some places. The
shadiest sites are 46–30. If you want an open site,
there are plenty to choose from. Doc’s is popular
with snowbirds in the winter and popular with
families in the summer. For optimal peace and
quiet, visit in spring or fall. Doc’s is in a quiet Gulf
Shores neighborhood, but there is no gate. Security
is fair, so guard your valuables.

BASICS

Operated By: Recherche LLC. Open: All year.
Site Assignment: Reservations recommended &
accepted w/ deposit; 1-week cancellation notice
required, 1-month in winter. Registration: Club-
house, self-register at night. Fee: $26 in summer-
time, $23 in wintertime (good for 4 people); 2-day
weekend min., 3-day holiday min.; Good Sam dis-
count available. Parking: At site, limit 2 cars per
site.

FACILITIES

Number of RV Sites: 75. Hookups: Electric (30,
50 amps), water, sewer, cable TV. Each Site: Picnic
table. Dump Station: Yes. Laundry: Yes. Pay
Phone: Yes. Rest Rooms and Showers: Yes.
Fuel: No. Propane: Yes. Internal Roads: Paved.
RV Service: 10 mi. north in Foley. Market: 2 mi.
in Gulf Shores. Restaurant: 2 mi. in Gulf Shores.
General Store: 0.5 mi. in Gulf Shores,Wal-Mart
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10 mi. north in Foley. Vending: Beverages. Swim-
ming: Yes, pool w/ no lifeguard. Playground: Yes.
Other: Clubhouse, fire grills in central location, RV
storage. Activities: Volleyball, horseshoes, weekly
campground gatherings in winter. Nearby Attrac-
tions: 3 mi. from the beach, outlet shopping,
Bellingrath Gardens, boat tours, USS Alabama Bat-
tleship Memorial Park. Additional Information:
Alabama Gulf Coast CVB, (800) 745-7263.

RESTRICTIONS

Pets: Welcome, on leash only. Fires: Grill only.
Alcoholic Beverages: Allowed. Vehicle Maxi-
mum Length: None.

TO GET THERE

From I-10, take Exit 44 onto AL 59 south. Con-
tinue past the junction with US 98 another 9.5
mi. Turn west on AL 180/Fort Morgan Rd. and
the park entrance will be 2.2 mi. down on the
right. Website also has map and directions.

GULF SHORES MAP, D-1

Gulf Breeze Resort

19800 Oak Rd.West, Gulf Shores 36542.
T: (251) 968-8884; www.ehodges.com.

a ★★★ b n/a

Beauty: ★★★ Site Privacy: ★★

Spaciousness: ★★★ Quiet: ★★★

Security: ★★ Cleanliness: ★★★

Insect Control: ★★★★ Facilities: ★★★★

Gulf Breeze Resort offers extensive and well-main-
tained recreational facilities. It also boasts the
nicest bathhouses in Gulf Shores and the tidiest
landscaping. Even though the resort feels like it’s
off the beaten path, it’s close to numerous restau-
rants and tourist attractions. The nearest beach is
just four miles away. The campground is laid out
in a giant grid and includes both back-in and pull-
through spaces. Most of the spaces are paved
although a few have gravel parking. Site size is
average and very few sites have any shade. The
nicest sites are 46–51, which are adjacent to the
small fishing pond. Sites 164 and 171 overlook
another small pond and are also attractive. This
suburban resort is popular with snowbirds in the
winter and popular with families in the summer, so
it’s almost always busy. Avoid visits during spring
break, holiday weekends, and sweltering July and
August. There is no gate at Gulf Breeze so protect
your valuables.

BASICS

Operated By: Wakefield Enterprises. Open: All
year. Site Assignment: First come, first served;
reservations accepted w/ 1-night deposit; 48-hour
cancellation required, $2 cancellation fee if paid by
credit card. Registration: At office, no late regis-
tration—check-in next day by 10 a.m. Fee: $23 for
4 people, $2 per day per extra person, up to 8.
Parking: At site, limit 2 cars per site, overflow
parking available.

FACILITIES

Number of RV Sites: 226. Hookups: Electric
(30, 50 amps), water, sewer, cable TV; 6 overflow
sites w/ water, electric only. Each Site: Picnic table,
concrete patios, some w/ concrete pads. Dump

Station: No. Laundry: Yes. Pay Phone: Yes. Rest
Rooms and Showers: Yes. Fuel: No. Propane:
No. Internal Roads: Paved. RV Service: On call.
Market: 3 mi. in Gulf Shores. Restaurant: 3 mi. in
Gulf Shores. General Store: 0.25 mi., 5 mi. to Wal-
Mart. Vending: Yes. Swimming: Yes. Playground:
Yes. Other: Pavilion, clubhouse for rent, indoor
pool, outdoor pool, children’s pool. Activities:
Fishing lake, paddle boat rental, basketball, horse-
shoes, shuffleboard, 18-hole mini-golf, hot tub.
Nearby Attractions: Gulf Shores beaches,Water-
ville USA, Bellingrath Gardens, Dauphin Island Sea
Lab, Fort Conde Museum, USS Alabama Battleship
Memorial Park, Mobile & Pensacola attractions.
Additional Information: Alabama Gulf Coast
CVB, (800) 745-7263.

RESTRICTIONS

Pets: Leash only, clean-up enforced. Fires: Not
allowed. Alcoholic Beverages: At site only. Vehi-
cle Maximum Length: None.

TO GET THERE

From I-10, take Exit 44 (Loxley/Foley/Gulf
Shores). Drive south on AL 59 and go through
Foley. Exit at CR 6 and turn right. The park is 1.5
blocks on the left.

GULF SHORES MAP, D-1

Gulf State Park

22050 Campground Rd., Gulf Shores 36542.
T: (251) 948-7275; www.dcnr.state.al.us.

a ★★★★ b ★★★★

Beauty: ★★★★ Site Privacy: ★★★

Spaciousness: ★★★ Quiet: ★★★

Security: ★★★★ Cleanliness: ★★★★

Insect Control: ★★ Facilities: ★★★★★

Unfortunately, the large campground at Gulf State
Park offers no campsites within walking distances
of the beach. However, the campground is very
attractive and perennially popular with families;
don’t expect any solitude here during the summer
months. Site size is acceptable but the bustling
atmosphere makes the campground feel crowded.
185 sites offer back-in parking and 25 offer pull-
through parking. Parking areas may be paved,
gravel, or packed sand. Many of the sites are shady
and a few offer views of small Middle Lake. Tent
sites offer soft sand tent pads. Of those with lake
views, sites 17–39 are the most picturesque. Unless
you really want a pull-through, avoid the noisy,
highly trafficked sites along the main road.
Located just a few miles from the tourist town of
Gulf Shores, campers have easy access to excellent
dining and other tourist attractions. Amenities
within the park are also outstanding, including the
state’s largest fishing pier (825 feet), an 18-hole
golf course, and two-and-a-half miles of white sand
beach. The gates at Gulf Shores State Park camp-
ground are locked at night and the entrance is
manned all day, making security excellent.

BASICS

Operated By: Alabama State Parks. Open: All
year. Site Assignment: First come, first served;
roughly half of the sites are available for reserva-
tion w/ a 1-night, nonrefundable deposit, 2-nights

on weekends, & 3-nights on holidays. Registra-
tion: Camp entrance. Fee: $15–$28 in the sum-
mer; $14–$22 in the winter. Parking: At site, limit
2 vehicles per site.

FACILITIES

Number of Multipurpose Sites: 468. Hookups:
Electric (15, 30 amps), water, sewer. Each Site: Pic-
nic table, grill. Dump Station: Yes. Laundry: Yes.
Pay Phone: Yes. Rest Rooms and Showers: Yes,
11 bathhouses. Fuel: No. Propane: No. Internal
Roads: Paved. RV Service: No. Market: 3 mi. in
Gulf Shores. Restaurant: In park. General Store:
Yes. Vending: Beverages. Swimming: No. Play-
ground: Yes. Other: Tennis courts, fishing pier, golf
course, game room, bicycle rental, beach pavilion,
boat ramp, nature center, resort hotel & conference
center, picnic area. Activities: Swimming, hiking,
fishing, golf. Nearby Attractions: Alabama Gulf
Coast Zoo, Gulf Shores Beach, Dauphin Island Sea
Lab,Adventure Island, Bellingrath Gardens & Home,
Biophilia Nature Center & Native Nursery, Gulf
Coast Museum of Science, Gulf Coast Amusement
Park, Mobile Bay Ferry, Pirate Island Adventure Golf,
USS Alabama Battleship Memorial Park,Wildland
Expeditions,Waterville USA. Additional Informa-
tion: Alabama Gulf Coast Visitor Information, (800)
745-7263.

RESTRICTIONS

Pets: On leash only. Fires: In grills, designated bon-
fire areas. Alcoholic Beverages: At site only.
Vehicle Maximum Length: None.

TO GET THERE

At the intersection of AL 59 and AL 182 (Beach
Rd.), turn left. Drive east on AL 182 for 3.5 mi.
Pass Gulf State Park Resort Hotel and take the
next left onto CR 2. Campground is on the right.

GUNTERSVILLE MAP, A-2

Lake Guntersville State Park

7966 AL 227, Guntersville 35976-9126.
T: (256) 571-5455; www.dcnr.state.al.us.

a ★★★★ b ★★★

Beauty: ★★★★ Site Privacy: ★★

Spaciousness: ★★★ Quiet: ★★

Security: ★★★ Cleanliness: ★★★

Insect Control: ★★★★ Facilities: ★★★★★

Lake Guntersville Sate Park is really lovely, but the
campgrounds are often way too crowded for our
tastes. Set in a beautiful stand of tall pines, the
huge campground (with over 300 sites) stays full
for much of the summer. If you don’t mind spend-
ing your vacation with an entire village of new
friends and neighbors, you may enjoy this park.
Here you will find paved back-in sites with very lit-
tle privacy. Sites are small compared to other
Alabama state parks. The campground is laid out
in eight grid-like areas (A–F). Tent campers should
head for Area A, especially sites 16 and 17. RV
campers should try to land a lakeside site in Area D
or G. Sites G9, G11, G12, G13, G24, and G36 are
among the most attractive. Area E should be
avoided as it abuts the picnic pavilion and experi-
ences heavy traffic. Families wishing to camp right
next to the playground should head for C51–C59.
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Lake Guntersville State Park offers plenty of
amenities and activities, but their pride and joy is
the American bald eagles that winter here. The
campground is gated and guarded, but security
isn’t fantastic because of the number of folks on the
campground. We recommend visiting Lake Gun-
tersville in spring or fall to avoid the crowds.

BASICS

Operated By: Alabama State Parks. Open: All
year. Site Assignment: First come, first served;
about half of the sites can be reserved; 3-night min.
weekends & holidays, 1-night deposit. Registra-
tion: Camp store, no late registration—after 9
p.m., beach parking lot has electric hookups for
night parking. Fee: $15 for up to 4 people. Park-
ing: At site.

FACILITIES

Number of Multipurpose Sites: 321.
Hookups: Electric (30 amps), water, 144 sites w/
sewer. Each Site: Picnic table, grill, fire ring.
Dump Station: Yes. Laundry: Yes. Pay Phone:
Yes. Rest Rooms and Showers: Yes. Fuel: No.
Propane: No. Internal Roads: Paved. RV Ser-
vice: Inquire at campground. Market: 7.5 mi.
southwest in Guntersville,Town Creek Filling Sta-
tion 5 mi. north. Restaurant: In park. General
Store: Camp store,Wal-Mart 15 mi. southwest in
Guntersville. Vending: Yes. Swimming: Yes,
beach. Playground: Yes. Other: Beach, nature
center, art gallery, 18-hole golf course, RV storage,
activity building, 3 fishing piers, picnic pavilion, 31
mi. of hiking trails. Activities: Swimming, fishing,
boating, hiking, tennis, basketball, volleyball, golf.
Nearby Attractions: American Bald Eagles Con-
vention Center, Cathedral Caverns, Buck’s Pocket
State Park, Guntersville Museum & Cultural Cen-
ter. Additional Information: Guntersville Cham-
ber of Commerce, (256) 582-3612.

RESTRICTIONS

Pets: On leash only. Fires: Fire ring only. Alco-
holic Beverages: At site only. Vehicle Maxi-
mum Length: None.

TO GET THERE

From I-59, take the Gadsden exit and go north on
US 431 for approximately 38 mi. At Guntersville,
turn right onto AL 227 and go northeast for 7 mi.
The park entrance is on the left.

GUNTERSVILLE/ MAP, A-2

LANGSTON
Little Mountain Marina Resort

1001 Murphy Hill Rd., Guntersville/Langston
35755.T: (256) 582-8211;
www.wakefieldenterprises.com.

a ★★★★ b n/a

Beauty: ★★★ Site Privacy: ★★

Spaciousness: ★★★ Quiet: ★★

Security: ★★★★ Cleanliness: ★★★

Insect Control: ★★★★ Facilities: ★★★★★

Little Mountain Resort is noteworthy for its mod-
ern amenities rather than its natural beauty.
Located on Guntersville Lake, the resort caters to
active families and large groups. For fishing and

boating enthusiasts, there’s a boat launch, marina,
fishing pier, and two covered piers containing a
total of 86 boat slips. Land amenities include a
500-seat great hall as well as multiple swimming
pools and other activities. The gigantic camp-
ground is a no-frills affair with mid-sized sites.
There are no barriers to provide privacy between
sites. Back-in gravel parking is the rule and no tent
camping is allowed. The prettiest sites are numbers
110–119 and 110A–119A, which are adjacent to
the lake and have power and water only. The nicest
sites with full hookups and views of the lake are
18–20, 27–29, 36, 37, 120, and 121. Avoid sites
in the 200s and 300s, which have unattractive
views of the boat and RV storage areas. Some sites
are completely open while others provide plenty of
shade. In spite of Little Mountain’s extremely
remote location, you may feel like you’ve arrived in
Lower Manhattan once you’re here. We recom-
mend weekday visits in the summertime, or visits
in spring or autumn. The guard house is staffed 24
hours a day, making security good.

BASICS

Operated By: Earl & Elke Hodges. Open: All
year. Site Assignment: First come, first served; 2-
night min. for reservations (must have credit card);
cancellation penalty is 1st night’s fee on holidays.
Registration: Guard house (24 hours). Fee: $22,
fee includes 4 people, $2 per extra person. Park-
ing: Limit 2 vehicles per site.

FACILITIES

Number of RV Sites: 309. Number of Multi-
purpose Sites: 34. Hookups: 309 w/ electric (30,
50 amps), water, sewer; 34 w/ water, electric. Each
Site: Picnic table, concrete patio, grill (at full
hookup sites only). Dump Station: No. Laundry:
Yes, coin operated. Pay Phone: Yes. Rest Rooms
and Showers: Yes. Fuel: No. Propane: Exchange
only. Internal Roads: Gravel. RV Service:
Mechanic on call. Market: 1 mi. Restaurant: 6 mi.
south in Guntersville. General Store: Country
store 1 mi.,Wal-Mart 15 mi. south in Guntersville.
Vending: Yes. Swimming: Yes, pool. Playground:
Yes. Other: Marina, boat launch, 86-slip covered
pier, fishing pier, indoor & outdoor pools, spa,
sauna, game room, club house w/ great hall, exer-
cise room, library,TV/card room, Florida room, din-
ing room, chapel, activity pavilion. Activities:
Tennis, shuffleboard, basketball, horseshoes, mini-
golf, fishing, boating, swimming. Nearby Attrac-
tions: Cathedral Caverns, Huntsville Space
Museum, Lake Guntersville State Park,TVA Gun-
tersville Dam, Depot Museum. Additional Infor-
mation: Guntersville Chamber of Commerce,
(256) 582-3612.

RESTRICTIONS

Pets: On leash only. Fires: Grill only. Alcoholic
Beverages: At site only. Vehicle Maximum
Length: 45 ft.

TO GET THERE

From I-59, take Exit 218 at Fort Payne. Go
northwest on AL 35 for 7 mi. to Rainsville. Turn
left and drive south on AL 75 for 18 mi. At AL
227 turn right and drive north for 10 mi. Turn
right onto Old Hwy. 227 and go 0.5 mi. Then,
turn left onto Murphy Hill Rd. and go 0.5 mi.

HUNTSVILLE MAP, A-2

Monte Sano State Park

5105 Nolen Ave., Huntsville 35801.
T: (256) 534-3757; www.dcnr.state.al.us.

a ★★★★ b ★★★★

Beauty: ★★★★ Site Privacy: ★★★★

Spaciousness: ★★★★ Quiet: ★★★★

Security: ★★★★ Cleanliness: ★★★★

Insect Control: ★★★★ Facilities: ★★★★

This flat campground on top of Monte Sano fea-
tures lovely hardwoods with foliage between all
campsites. In some instances, sites are very
secluded by dense foliage. Site size is ample, and
parking is mostly back-in. Four pull-throughs (14,
30, 62, and 82) are extremely large. Parking spaces
are fine gravel. The prettiest sites are odd numbers
49–61 and only have water and electric hookups.
Avoid sites 31–44, as they parallel a noisy road.
The campground is laid out in two loops, each
having its own bathhouse. With over 32 miles of
trails, Monte Sano is a hiker’s haven. This subur-
ban park lies just outside of Huntsville city limits
and is popular with the locals. Monte Sano Moun-
tain has an elevation of approximately 1,500 feet,
and stays about 5º cooler than Huntsville proper,
making the park a fine summer destination. The
park gates lock at night, but its suburban location
necessitates caution with your valuables.

BASICS

Operated By: Alabama State Parks. Open: All
year. Site Assignment: First come, first served; no
reservations taken except for groups. Individuals
must request cottages. Registration: Camp store,
night registration available until 9 p.m. Fee: $16 for
sites w/ full hookups, $15 for sites w/ water &
electric, $10 for primitive tent sites. Parking: At
site, overflow parking available.

FACILITIES

Number of RV Sites: 9. Number of Tent-only
Sites: 20. Hookups: Electric (30 amps), water,
sewer. Each Site: Picnic table, fire ring, grill. Dump
Station: Yes. Laundry: Yes. Pay Phone: Yes. Rest
Rooms and Showers: Yes. Fuel: No. Propane:
No. Internal Roads: Paved. RV Service: 8 mi.
south in Huntsville. Market: 6 mi. south in
Huntsville. Restaurant: 6 mi. south in Huntsville.
General Store: Inquire at campground. Vending:
Yes. Swimming: No. Playground: Yes. Other:
Japanese Gardens, 32 mi. of hiking trials, planetarium,
camp store, amphitheater, cottage rentals. Activi-
ties: Hiking, walking, biking. Nearby Attractions:
U.S. Space & Rocket Center, Huntsville Museum of
Art,Twickenham Historic District,Alabama Consti-
tution Village, Cathedral Caverns, Children’s
Museum,Alabama State Black Archives Research
Center & Museum, Burritt Museum. Additional
Information: Huntsville CVB, (800) SPACE-4-U.

RESTRICTIONS

Pets: On leash only; no pets in cottages. Fires: Fire
ring only. Alcoholic Beverages: Not allowed.
Vehicle Maximum Length: None.

TO GET THERE

From I-65, take Exit 340 and go east on I-565 to
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Huntsville. From I-565, take Exit 17 and go east
on Governor’s Dr. Go through Huntsville and
turn left onto Monte Sano Blvd. At the top of the
mountain, turn right onto Nolen St. The park
entrance is ahead.

JASPER MAP, B-2

Clear Creek Recreation Area

8079 Fall City Rd., Jasper 35501.T: (205) 384-
4792 or (877) 444-6777; www.reserveusa.com.

a ★★★★★ b ★★★★★

Beauty: ★★★★★ Site Privacy: ★★★★★

Spaciousness: ★★★★★ Quiet: ★★★★★

Security: ★★★★★ Cleanliness: ★★★★★

Insect Control: ★★★★ Facilities: ★★★

In the heart of William B. Bankhead National For-
est, Clear Creek offers incredibly spacious sites
with majestic views of Lake Lewis Smith. The
campground is incredibly remote and quiet, with a
dense understory providing an additional noise
barrier between campsites. Each site enjoys the
cooling shade of mature trees. Parking is paved,
and there are both back-in and pull-through
spaces. Double sites are available for large families
or small groups. Tent campers should head for pic-
turesque lakefront sites 47, 49, and 51. For RV
campers, we like a number of sites, including 5, 8,
17, 18, 51, 53, 55, 81, and 82. Site 53 is a pull-
through with water view. Facilities here are nice,
particularly the swimming beach. Bankhead
National Forest and nearby Sipsey Wilderness (35
miles from campground) offer hiking galore. Secu-
rity is excellent—the park is gated at all times. Visit
in late spring, early summer, and fall. Avoid holi-
day weekends.

BASICS

Operated By: Cradle of Forestry in America
Interpretive Assoc. Open: Apr. 1–Oct. 15. Site
Assignment: First come, first served. Reserva-
tions up to 3 days prior to arrival. Registration:
Gatehouse 7 a.m.–6 p.m. Mon.–Thurs., 7 a.m.–10
p.m. Fri. & Sat.; no late registration. Fee: $18–$19
single (up to 6 people, 2 vehicles plus RV or tent);
$27–$32 double (up to 12 people, 4 vehicles plus
RV or tent); Golden Age/Access discounts available.
Parking: Limited space at sites, all wheels must be
on pavement.

FACILITIES

Number of RV Sites: 102. Number of Tent-
only Sites: 2 group sites. Number of Multipur-
pose Sites: 102. Hookups: Electric (30 amps),
water. Each Site: Picnic table, grill, fire ring, lantern
post, tent pad. Dump Station: Yes. Laundry: No.
Pay Phone: Yes. Rest Rooms and Showers:
Yes. Fuel: No. Propane: No. Internal Roads:
Paved. RV Service: 15 mi. in Jasper. Market: 15
mi. in Jasper. Restaurant: 5 mi. west. General
Store: 5 mi. south. Vending: No. Swimming: Yes.
Playground: Yes. Other: Boat launch. Activities:
Lake beach, basketball, hiking, mountain biking, fish-
ing, interpretive programs, wildlife education.
Nearby Attractions: Arrowhead & Twin Lakes
golf,Walker County Lake, Rickwood Caverns State
Park,William B. Bankhead National Forest, Smith

Lake. Additional Information: Walker County
Chamber of Commerce, (888) 384-4571.

RESTRICTIONS

Pets: On leash only. Fires: Fire ring only. Alco-
holic Beverages: Not allowed. Vehicle Maxi-
mum Length: Varies up to 50 ft.

TO GET THERE

From I-65, take US 78 west 41 mi. to Jasper, then
AL 195 north 8 mi. Turn right on CR 27, which
dead ends at 5 mi. at the park entrance.

LILLIAN MAP, D-1, D-2

Perdido Bay KOA

33951 Spinnaker Dr., Lillian 36549.
T: (251) 961-1717; www.lostbayrv.com.

a ★★★ b ★★

Beauty: ★★★ Site Privacy: ★★

Spaciousness: ★★★ Quiet: ★★★

Security: ★★★ Cleanliness: ★★★

Insect Control: ★★★★ Facilities: ★★★

This KOA is situated on Perdido Bay, within 30
miles of Alabama’s Gulf Coast. Though crabbing,
fishing, and dolphin-watching are favored activities
here, the campground is equipped with all the other
amenities we expect from a KOA. The rectangular
campground features rows of back-in and pull-
through campsites. Parking areas are amoebic in
shape and comprised of patchy sand, grass, and
dirt. Sites are mid-sized and most afford no seclu-
sion from neighbors. All sites are at least partially
shaded by pine trees, with the shadiest sites on row
F (F1–F14). Unfortunately, none of the RV sites
are near the water. Tent campers should opt for a
Kamping Kabin on the water’s edge—the alterna-
tive is a noisy site adjacent to CR 99. Security is fair
at this campground. There is no gate but the park is
fairly remote. We recommend visiting Perdido Bay
in the spring or fall, when the weather is mild.

BASICS

Operated By: Denise Valentyne. Open: All year.
Site Assignment: Often assigned; reservations
recommended; credit-card deposit required for
reservation; 1-day’s notice required for full refund.
Registration: At office or store. Fee: $20–$25
(cash, check,V, MC, D). Parking: 1 vehicle per site,
overflow parking available.

FACILITIES

Number of RV Sites: 100. Number of Tent-
only Sites: 6. Hookups: Electric (30, 50 amps),
water, some sewer. Each Site: Picnic table. Dump
Station: Yes. Laundry: Yes. Pay Phone: Yes.
Rest Rooms and Showers: Yes. Fuel: No.
Propane: Yes. Internal Roads: Paved & dirt. RV
Service: Yes. Market: Camp store. Restaurant:
1.5 mi. north in Lillian. General Store: 3 mi. east
in Myrtle Grove, FL. Vending: No. Swimming:
Yes. Playground: Yes. Other: Hot tub, fishing
pier, boat launch, RV storage, fax service. Activi-
ties: Basketball, horseshoes, shuffleboard, fishing,
crabbing, beaches. Nearby Attractions: Naval Air
Museum, Bellingrath Gardens in Theodore, Gulf
Shores beaches, Old Mobile. Additional Infor-
mation: Mobile Convention & Visitor Corp.,

(800) 5-MOBILE;Alabama Gulf Coast CVB, (800)
745-SAND.

RESTRICTIONS

Pets: On leash only. Fires: At tent sites w/ water
hookups. Alcoholic Beverages: At site only.
Vehicle Maximum Length: None.

TO GET THERE

From Pensacola, take US 98 West 15 mi. to Lil-
lian, on the Alabama state line. From Mobile, take
US 98 East 40 mi. to Lillian. At Lillian, turn
south onto Spinnaker Dr. and go 2 mi. The camp-
ground entrance is on the left.

MCCALLA MAP, B-2

McCalla Campground

22191 AL 216, McCalla 35111.T: (205) 477-4778.

a ★★★ b ★★

Beauty: ★★★ Site Privacy: ★★

Spaciousness: ★★★ Quiet: ★★★

Security: ★★ Cleanliness: ★★★

Insect Control: ★★★ Facilities: ★★★

This suburban campground is a perfectly accept-
able place to stay while visiting Birmingham and
Tuscaloosa County. The park is located about
halfway between downtown Birmingham and the
Mercedes-Benz Plant and Visitor Center in Vance
(approximately 12 miles to each). With all of the
amenities folks expect at KOAs, this is a relaxing
place to be after a day in the city. With the excep-
tion of untidy gravel and grass, this park is well kept
and reasonably attractive. The campground is laid
out in two sections divided by the pool, store, and
other facilities. Site size is ample, especially when
compared to sites at other KOA campgrounds. Sites
numbering in the 60s and 70s are shaded by a vari-
ety of tree species. A few sites are completely open.
Roads and parking spaces are gravel and almost all
sites are pull-throughs. KOA McCalla is less than a
quarter mile from I-59 and has no security gate, so
protect your valuables. Avoid visits in July and
August, when heat and humidity can be unbeliev-
able in this part of Alabama.

BASICS

Operated By: Andy Thompson & Judy Bogol.
Open: All year. Site Assignment: First come, first
served; reservations recommended; cancel w/ 24-
hour notice or charge of 1st night. Registration:
Camp office. Fee: $26 (50 amp), $23 full hookup
(30 amp), $18 tent. Parking: 2 vehicles per site.

FACILITIES

Number of RV Sites: 42. Number of Tent-
only Sites: 8. Hookups: Electric (30, 50 amps),
water, sewer, cable TV. Each Site: Picnic table, fire
ring. Dump Station: Yes. Laundry: Yes. Pay
Phone: Yes. Rest Rooms and Showers: Yes.
Fuel: No. Propane: Yes. Internal Roads: Gravel.
RV Service: 15 mi. Market: 8 mi.Wal-Mart &
Winn-Dixie in Bessemer. Restaurant: 0.75 mi.
General Store: Camp store. Vending: No.
Swimming: Yes, pool (May–Oct). Playground:
Yes. Other: Lighted pavilion w/ kitchen, RV stor-
age. Activities: Horseshoes, badminton, volleyball,
basketball, game room. Nearby Attractions:
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VisionLand,Tannehill State Park, Mercedes-Benz
Plant & Visitor’s Center, Birmingham Zoo & Botan-
ical Gardens, Birmingham Museum of Art, McWane
Center w/ IMAX theater. Additional Informa-
tion: Tuscaloosa CVB, (800) 538-8696; Greater
Birmingham CVB, (800) 458-8085.

RESTRICTIONS

Pets: On leash only. Fires: Grill, fire rings only.
Alcoholic Beverages: At site only. Vehicle Max-
imum Length: None.

TO GET THERE

From I-20/59, take Exit 100. Go 500 yards west
on CR 20 to the park entrance.

MOBILE MAP, D-1

Chickasabogue Park 
and Campground

760 Aldock Rd., Mobile 36613.T: (251) 574-
2267; www.mobilecounty.org-park.

a ★★★★ b ★★★★

Beauty: ★★★★ Site Privacy: ★★★★

Spaciousness: ★★★★ Quiet: ★★★★

Security: ★★★ Cleanliness: ★★★

Insect Control: ★★ Facilities: ★★★

Operated by the Mobile County Commission,
Chickasabogue Park campground includes 47
incredibly spacious sites. Most of the sites are pull-
throughs, with plenty of shade and privacy pro-
vided by magnolia and post and live oak complete
with Spanish moss. These surprisingly lovely sites
have gravel parking. Tent campers should head for
sites 40–47. RV campers should try sites 1–13,
which are commodious, private, and attractive
pull-throughs. The campground includes a group
camp and three other areas. The bathhouses are
nothing to write home about. Bring your own
Lysol. This suburban park offers plenty of outdoor
activities including an 18-hole disc golf course.
Gates are not locked at night, but rangers patrol
hourly, making security acceptable. The Mobile
Bay should be avoided in July and August when
heat and humidity can be unbearable.

BASICS

Operated By: Mobile County Commission.
Open: All year. Site Assignment: First come, first
served; reservations accepted w/ 1st night’s fee
deposit by check or credit card. Registration:
Camp store, security guard after hours. Fee: $18
for sites w/ full hookups, $15 for sites w/ water &
electric, $19 for tent sites; fee includes 4 people, $1
per extra person. Parking: At site.

FACILITIES

Number of RV Sites: 47. Number of Multipur-
pose Sites: 21. Hookups: Electric (30, 50 amps),
water, 24 sites w/ sewer. Each Site: Picnic table,
fire ring, grill. Dump Station: Yes. Laundry: Yes.
Pay Phone: Yes. Rest Rooms and Showers: Yes.
Fuel: No. Propane: No. Internal Roads: Paved.
RV Service: 5 mi. north in Saraland. Market: 5 mi.
north in Saraland. Restaurant: 5 mi. north in Sara-
land. General Store: Camp store in park,Wal-
Mart 5 mi. north in Saraland. Vending: Yes.
Swimming: Yes. Playground: Yes. Other: Canoe

rentals, boat ramp, 18-hole disc golf course, picnic
area, sports field, nature center. Activities: Boating,
hiking, biking. Nearby Attractions: USS Alabama,
Dauphin Island Sea Lab, Mobile attractions. Addi-
tional Information: Mobile Convention & Visitors
Corp., (800) 5-MOBILE.

RESTRICTIONS

Pets: On leash only. Fires: In grills, fire rings only.
Alcoholic Beverages: At site only. Vehicle Max-
imum Length: None.

TO GET THERE

From I-65 take Exit 13. If coming from the north,
cross AL 158 (Industrial Rd.) and then turn left
onto AL 213 South (Shelton Beach Rd.). If com-
ing from the south, turn left onto AL 158 (Indus-
trial Rd.) and then left again onto AL 213 South.
Go south on AL 213 for 2 mi. At the 1st flashing
light turn left onto Whistler St. Take the 2nd left
onto Aldock Rd. Go 1 mi. to the park entrance.

PELL CITY MAP, B-2

Lakeside Landing

4600 Martin St. South, Pell City 35054.
T: (205) 525-5701; www.lakeloganmartin.com.

a ★★★ b ★★

Beauty: ★★ Site Privacy: ★★

Spaciousness: ★★ Quiet: ★★

Security: ★★ Cleanliness: ★★★

Insect Control: ★★ Facilities: ★★★

This park’s location is its saving grace. On the
banks of Logan Martin Lake, the park maintains
boat launches, fishing piers, and a swimming area.
Area attractions include the Talladega Superspeed-
way and DeSoto Caverns. Campers hoping to
enjoy the beauty of nature will have to leave Lake-
side Landing. We suggest a drive to Pell City Lake-
side Park where you’ll find walking trails, picnic
facilities, and boating and fishing facilities in a
more natural setting. The huge campground at
Lakeside Landing won’t win any beauty contests,
but it is clean and well equipped. There are back-in
and pull-through sites that once featured paved
parking. Now the parking areas are an untidy jum-
ble of pavement, gravel, and grass. The camp-
ground is almost completely tree-less and sites are
on the small side. We hope you like your neighbors
because you’ll be able to hear them hiccup. Lake-
front sites 174–193 are the most attractive. Some
of these lakefront sites have a few shady trees.
Avoid Lakeside Landing during summer holidays
and major events at Talladega Superspeedway. If
you want to camp here on a race weekend, make
your reservations 6 to 12 months in advance. Secu-
rity here is fair; the campground is located just out-
side Pell City and there are no gates, but the area is
well patrolled at night.

BASICS

Operated By: Mark & Cindy Bagley. Open: All
year, except Christmas Day. Site Assignment: No
reservations accepted, except race weekends (Apr.
& Oct.). Registration: Camp store. Fee: $18, $16
w/ Good Sam discount. Parking: At site, overflow
parking available.

FACILITIES

Number of Multipurpose Sites: 215.
Hookups: Electric (50 amps), water, sewer, cable
TV. Each Site: Picnic table. Dump Station: Yes.
Laundry: Yes. Pay Phone: Yes. Rest Rooms and
Showers: Yes. Fuel: Yes. Propane: Yes. Internal
Roads: Paved. RV Service: 0.75 mi. Market:
Camp store, supermarket 3 mi. north in Pell City.
Restaurant: 0.75 mi. north in Pell City. General
Store: Camp store, K-Mart 3 mi. north in Pell City.
Vending: Beverages. Swimming: Yes. Play-
ground: No. Other: Boat launch, fishing piers, RV
storage, snack bar, picnic area, beach on Lake Logan
Martin, meeting hall. Activities: Fishing, swimming.
Nearby Attractions: Talladega Superspeedway
(NASCAR), DeSoto Caverns, Kymulga Grist Mill &
Covered Bridge. Additional Information: Pell
City Chamber of Commerce, (205) 338-3377;
Greater Birmingham CVB, (800) 458-8085.

RESTRICTIONS

Pets: On leash only. Fires: Allowed. Alcoholic
Beverages: Allowed. Vehicle Maximum
Length: None.

TO GET THERE

From I-20, take Exit 155B at Pell City/Ashville.
Go 6 mi. south on US 231. The campground is
on the left.

PICKENSVILLE MAP, B-1

Aliceville Lake

Pickensville Recreation Area, 61 Camping Rd.,
Pickensville 35447.T: (205) 373- 6328;
www.reserveusa.com.

a ★★★★ b ★★★★

Beauty: ★★★★ Site Privacy: ★★★★

Spaciousness: ★★★★ Quiet: ★★★★

Security: ★★★★★ Cleanliness: ★★★★

Insect Control: ★★ Facilities: ★★★

The necessity of a waterway connecting the Ten-
nessee River to Mobile Bay was noted as far back as
1770, when the Marquis de Montcalm made a
report to King Louis XV. Since before Alabama
attained statehood, governors have asked Congress
to fund such a project. Finally completed in 1985,
the Tennessee-Tombigbee Waterway flows south
from the Tennessee River. Aliceville Lake is now
one of many recreation destinations along the
Tenn-Tom. Straddling the Alabama-Mississippi
border, the lake provides fishing, swimming, and
other activities. The Pickensville campground con-
sists of 176 sites laid out in three loops and two
spurs. Though mostly flat, the campground is very
attractive. Sites are shaded by a variety of tree
species and the water’s edge is graced with lovely
cypress trees. All roads and parking spaces are
paved. Most of the sites offer back-in parking and a
good deal of privacy. Eight pull-through sites are
gigantic, but lacking in privacy. Riverside sites,
numbered 105–138, have the nicest views of the
water. Built next to a cypress-lined creek, sites
49–61 are also very pretty. Security at Pickensville
Campground is outstanding, with 24-hour gate
attendance. We recommend avoiding this area in
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July and August when insects, heat, and humidity
can be oppressive.

BASICS

Operated By: U.S.Army Corps of Engineers.
Open: All year. Site Assignment: First come, first
served; reservations accepted through the National
Recreation Reservation Service (NRRS) at (877)
444-6777 or www.reserveusa.com; reservations
can be made up to 240 days in advance; full pay-
ment required upon making reservation; credit
card preferred (V, MC, D,AE), or pay by money
order if at least 21 days in advance of arrival; $10
fee for cancellation or change of site or dates; can-
cellation w/in 3 days of arrival charged 1st night,
no-show charged $20 plus 1st night. Registra-
tion: Gatehouse. Fee: $16–$20 (cash, check,V, MC,
D,AE). Parking: 2 vehicles per site, additional
charge for more vehicles.

FACILITIES

Number of Multipurpose Sites: 176. Hookups:
Electric (30, 50 amps), water, some sewer. Each
Site: Picnic table, grill, fire ring, lantern post, con-
crete pads. Dump Station: Yes. Laundry: Yes. Pay
Phone: Yes. Rest Rooms and Showers: Yes.
Fuel: No. Propane: No. Internal Roads: Paved.
RV Service: 25 mi. north in Columbus, MS. Mar-
ket: 15 mi. southeast in Aliceville. Restaurant: 3 mi.
east in Pickensville. General Store: 3 mi. east in
Pickensville. Vending: Beverages. Swimming: Yes,
beach. Playground: Yes. Other: Boat launch, fish-
cleaning station, picnic shelters, group campfire ring,
game courts, swimming beach, wildlife viewing area.
Activities: Fishing, tennis, volleyball, basketball, boat-
ing, walking trails. Nearby Attractions: Antebellum
Visitors Center in Pickensville, U.S. Snag Boat Mont-
gomery,Aliceville Museum & Cultural Arts Center
w/ German POW Camp, attractions in Columbus,
MS. Additional Information: Aliceville Chamber
of Commerce, (205) 373-2820.

RESTRICTIONS

Pets: On leash only, not allowed on beach. Fires:
Fire rings, grills only. Alcoholic Beverages: Not
allowed. Vehicle Maximum Length: None.

TO GET THERE

From Tuscaloosa, take US 82 west 20 mi. to AL
86. Go southwest 24 mi. to Pickensville. Con-
tinue 3 mi. west to the Recreation Area. From
Columbus, MS take MS 69, which becomes AL
14, to Pickensville. Turn right onto AL 86, and go
3 mi. west to the Recreation Area. The entrance is
on the right.

ROGERSVILLE MAP, A-2

Joe Wheeler State Park

201 McLean Dr., Rogersville 35652.T: (256)
247-1184; joewheelerstpk@mindspring.com.

a ★★★★★ b ★★★★★

Beauty: ★★★★★ Site Privacy: ★★★★

Spaciousness: ★★★★ Quiet: ★★★

Security: ★★★★★ Cleanliness: ★★★★

Insect Control: ★★★ Facilities: ★★★★★

Straddling Wheeler Lake, and connected by a
bridge over Wheeler Dam, Joe Wheeler State Park

is a favorite among anglers. A variety of fish species
is found in the lake. Two boat launches serve
Wheeler Lake and a third provides access to
adjoining Wilson Lake. A marina store augments
the fishing experience with fuel and supplies. Joe
Wheeler State Park provides a variety of activities
on land as well as facilities for large groups. The
campground is laid out in three loops with 116
improved sites, and one loop with primitive sites.
Site size is ample but not outstanding. Parking is
paved, and most sites are back-in. The prettiest
sites, 9, 10, 22, 24, and 26, have partial views of
Lake Wheeler. The campground is surrounded by
lovely thick woods, which provide shade at most
sites but very little privacy between sites. The tent
camping area consists of a nicely wooded loop of
gravel road surrounded by trashcans and fire rings.
Like many exceedingly attractive tent areas, there
are no designated sites. This remote state park is
gated and guarded, making security outstanding.
Avoid late summer heat and humidity at Joe
Wheeler State Park; plan a visit in spring, early
summer, or fall.

BASICS

Operated By: Alabama State Parks. Open: All
year. Site Assignment: First come, first served;
reservations recommended Mar. 1–Oct. 31, 2-night
min. required & 3-nights on holidays. Registra-
tion: Campground office; security will register late-
comers. Fee: $16 for improved sites, $10 for
primitive sites; fee includes 4 people; $2 each addi-
tional person, $5 for 2nd tent. Parking: At sites,
limit 2 cars per site.

FACILITIES

Number of RV Sites: 0. Number of Tent-only
Sites: 50 primitive. Number of Multipurpose
Sites: 116. Hookups: Electric (20, 30 amps),
water, sewer. Each Site: Picnic table, grill. Dump
Station: Yes. Laundry: Yes. Pay Phone: Yes.
Rest Rooms and Showers: Yes. Fuel: Boat fuel.
Propane: No. Internal Roads: Paved. RV Ser-
vice: 15 mi. west toward Florence. Market: 4 mi.
east in Rogersville. Restaurant: In park. General
Store: Camp store. Vending: Yes. Swimming:
Yes, on beach. Playground: Yes. Other: Marina,
boat ramps, boat fuel, sandy beach,18-hole golf
course, group meeting room & lodge, resort lodge,
picnic pavilions. Activities: Boating (rentals avail-
able), swimming, hiking trails, day-use tennis, bas-
ketball. Nearby Attractions: Athens,W.C. Handy
Birthplace Museum & Library in Florence, Civil
War Walking Trail, Cook’s Natural Science
Museum, Oakville Indian Park & Museum. Addi-
tional Information: Decatur/Morgan County
CVB, (256) 350-2028.

RESTRICTIONS

Pets: On leash only. Fires: In grills, fire rings only.
Alcoholic Beverages: Not allowed. Vehicle
Maximum Length: 50 ft.

TO GET THERE

From I-65, take US 72 west for 22 mi.The park
entrance will be on the left 2 mi. west of
Rogersville. The campground is 3 mi. inside the
park.

TALLADEGA MAP, B-2, B-3

Logan Landing RV
Resort and Campground

1036 Paul Bear Bryant Blvd.,Talladega 35014.
T: (256) 268-0045 or (888) 564-2671;
www.loganlanding.com.

a ★★★ b ★★★

Beauty: ★★★ Site Privacy: ★★★

Spaciousness: ★★★ Quiet: ★★★

Security: ★★★★ Cleanliness: ★★★

Insect Control: ★★★ Facilities: ★★★

Attractive and clean with friendly owners, Logan
Landing is a good choice if you plan on spending a
few days in the area. The campground offers boat-
ing and other activities, and drive times are short
to Logan Martin Lake, DeSoto Caverns, and Tal-
ladega Superspeedway. Cheaha State Park can be
reached in less than one hour. Because this is a
popular recreation area, summer weekends are
busy. By all means avoid the two biggest race week-
ends at Talladega Superspeedway—the Die Hard
500 in April and the Winston 500 in October. If
you want to stay here on a race weekend, make
advance reservations. Two camping areas are situ-
ated next to a small private lake. Section A contains
no lakefront sites and may be preferred by tent
campers because the sites are wooded. We prefer
section B for RVs because sites are generally larger
and more level. Even-numbered sites 58–80 have
lake views but little shade. As you move away from
the lake in section B, sites become shadier. Each of
the mid-sized sites in section B has gravel parking
and a cement patio. Section C is unattractive. The
variety of tree species in the campground includes
some dogwood. Of the 145 campsites, only a few
are pull-throughs. With its remote location in
Alpine, Alabama, and gated entrance, this camp-
ground has very good security.

BASICS

Operated By: Gerald & Helen Rossman. Open:
All year. Site Assignment: First come, first
served; reservations accepted for holiday weekends
& recommended for Talladega Superspeedway race
weekends. Registration: At office in camp store.
Fee: $25 for sites w/ full hookup, $23 for sites w/
water & electric, $18 primitive, fee includes 2
adults & 2 children. Parking: At sites.

FACILITIES

Number of RV Sites: 140. Number of Tent-
only Sites: 30. Number of Multipurpose Sites:
40. Hookups: Electric (30, 50 amps), water, some
sewer. Each Site: Picnic table, grill (most sites), fire
ring. Dump Station: Yes. Laundry: Yes. Pay
Phone: Yes. Rest Rooms and Showers: Yes.
Fuel: No. Propane: No. Internal Roads: Gravel.
RV Service: 11 mi. north in Pell City. Market: 11
mi. north in Pell City. Restaurant: 3 mi. north.
General Store: Yes. Vending: Inquire at camp-
ground. Swimming: Yes, no lifeguard. Play-
ground: Yes. Other: Private lake, boat ramp,
paddleboats, canoes, enclosed pavilion. Activities:
Fishing, croquet, horseshoes, Lake Logan Martin
swimming beach, live music, volleyball, planned
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activities on weekends. Nearby Attractions: Tal-
ladega Superspeedway (NASCAR), DeSoto Cav-
erns, Davey Allison Park, Kymulga Grist Mill &
Covered Bridge, Cheaha State Park, Barber Motor-
cycle Speedway & Museum. Additional Informa-
tion: Talladega Chamber of Commerce, (256)
362-9075.

RESTRICTIONS

Pets: On leash only. Fires: Fire ring, grill only.
Alcoholic Beverages: At site only. Vehicle Max-
imum Length: 50 ft.

TO GET THERE

From I-20, take Exit 158 at Pell City. Go south
on US 231 to Rte. 34 and turn left. Go to CR
207 and turn right (south). Take CR 207 to Rte.
54, turn right at Bama Grocery store. Follow signs
for 2 mi. and turn right onto Paul Bear Bryant
Rd. The campground is about 1 mi. ahead on the
right.

WILMER MAP, D-1

Escatawpa Hollow Campground

15551 Moffett Rd.,Wilmer 36587.
T: (251) 649-4233; yerfdogjw@aol.com.

a ★★★★ b ★★★★

Beauty: ★★★★ Site Privacy: ★★★

Spaciousness: ★★★ Quiet: ★★★

Security: ★★★★ Cleanliness: ★★★

Insect Control: ★★★ Facilities: ★★★★

If your kids are the strong-swimming adventurous
type, they will delight in the river and woods at
Escatawpa Hollow. Because of its popularity with
gregarious families, this campground is anything
but quiet on summer weekends. The picturesque
private campground is situated on the bank of the
Escatawpa River near the Alabama-Mississippi
border. An exceptionally clean blackwater river, the
Escatawpa is lined with white sand beach, creating
a delightful swimming area. The bream, catfish,
and bass in the river are purported to be the best-
tasting in the state (if you can catch them). Pad-
dlers enjoy the mellow flat water of the Escatawpa.
Boat rental and shuttle arrangements are available
at the campground.

BASICS

Operated By: Larry & Janice Godfrey. Open: All
year. Site Assignment: First come, first served;
reservations accepted; deposit required on holi-
days; 2-day notice for refund. Registration: At
office. Fee: $10–$20. Parking: 2 vehicles per site,
overflow parking available.

FACILITIES

Number of RV Sites: 0. Number of Tent-only
Sites: 15. Number of Multipurpose Sites: 22.
Hookups: Electric (20, 30 amps), water. Each
Site: Picnic table, most sites have a grill. Dump
Station: Yes. Laundry: No. Pay Phone: No. Rest
Rooms and Showers: Yes. Fuel: No. Propane:
No. Internal Roads: Most paved, some gravel &
dirt. RV Service: 15 mi. southeast in Mobile. Mar-
ket: 4 mi. east in Wilmer. Restaurant: 4 mi. east in

Wilmer. General Store: camp store, 1 mi.
Vending: Yes. Swimming: Yes, on beach. Play-
ground: No. Other: Canoe & tube rentals, canoe
trips including shuttle service (reservations
required), walking trails, rope swings. Activities:
River swimming, canoeing, kayaking, fishing.
Nearby Attractions: Bellingrath Gardens in
Theodore, Robert Trent Jones Golf Trail, USS
Alabama, Mobile attractions, HQH Western World
Zoo. Additional Information: Mobile Conven-
tion & Visitors Corp., (800) 5-MOBILE.

RESTRICTIONS

Pets: In RV sites only, on leash only. Fires: At tent
sites only. Alcoholic Beverages: Not allowed.
Vehicle Maximum Length: None.

TO GET THERE

From I-65, take exit 5B at Moffett Rd. and US
98. Go 22 mi. west on US 98 to the 0-mi. marker
at the Mississippi state line. The park entrance is
on the left.
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Alaska, seemingly the granddaddy of destinations for RVers and campers, lives up to its reputation as the last frontier in several ways.
Glaciers, mountains, crystal-clear streams, and wildlife appear as otherworldy entities that make you reconsider your standard per-
ceptions of an untamed wild. However, in this state you will also be entering another world of RV parks and campgrounds. After
you cross the mountainous border, you notice that the quality of both state and private campgrounds changes dramatically. Here,
many private RV parks look like they were constructed hastily, without consideration for aesthetics and privacy. Bulldozed lots that
sandwich vehicles together are more standard than not. State campgrounds and facilities don’t fare much better for RVers. Although
generally more private, they tend to have bumpy roads, uneven campsites accommodating only the shortest of vehicles, few facili-
ties, and no hookups.

Primitive though the campgrounds may be, they are nothing compared to the road system. Although most of the state’s main
roads are now paved (some just recently), what is considered a highway in Alaska is a backcountry road to the rest of the nation.
Except for Anchorage and Fairbanks, even modern thoroughfares are mostly narrow, single lanes without shoulders, curb banks, or
passing areas. Factor in the many unexpected curves, a stargazing trucker in front of you, slower speed limits, or the occasional
moose blocking the way, and your travel time increases significantly. As a general rule, it would be very difficult to cover more than
300 miles in one day if you planned on making any pit stops. A three-week minimum stay is recommended to see Alaska, though
travel agencies and tour guides say at least two months. Visitors are always surprised just how far it is from one civilized destination
to another and how slow the pace can be. However, your trip will be worth every pothole, irregular campsite, and outhouse. Alaska
is worth every square foot you drive.

If you’re the adventuresome type and need a distraction from all the distractions, the 49th state has a few peculiarities for your
fancy. If in Nome on the Seward Peninsula around Labor Day, make plans to attend the Great American Bathtub Race. If heading
back east at the start of March, and you enjoy seeing frozen water get sculpted, Fairbanks holds the annual World Ice Art Champi-
onships. Arriving early could mean witnessing an ice harvest from O’Grady Pond. Still around Fairbanks in July? Might as well
attend the city’s Golden Days festival to witness the hairy chest, legs, and beard contest or the rubber duck race on the Chena River.
To see the northernmost totem pole in the world, though, you’ll have to head due north to Barrow Point, the northernmost inhab-
ited locale in the United States.

The scenery in Alaska is unrivaled, and you will find yourself gasping and holding your breath countless times a day. Just when
you begin to think you’ve captured the mountains from every possible angle, suddenly you turn a corner to see a heart-stopping
scene that makes you feel like you’re the first to glimpse these giant rocky wonders. The massive hanging and piedmont glaciers are
visible right from the highway, the turquoise water of the lakes and streams, sprawling forests of spruce and birch, and seemingly
endless fields of wildflowers all conspire to woo you.

In addition, if viewing wildlife is your goal, there is nowhere better than Alaska. Wake up very early to increase your chances of
seeing moose by the roadside. Besides moose, there are caribou, Dall sheep, 300 varieties of migrating birds, whales, wolves, foxes,
coyotes, and bears—just some of the animals you have a chance of glimpsing on your trip. If it’s fish you came here for, then wel-
come, anglers, to the state where the fabled 98.5-pound king salmon and 395-pound halibut were caught. Fishing opportunities are
as bountiful as mosquitoes are chummy in this state. 
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ANCHORAGE MAP, B-3

Anchorage RV Park

1200 North Muldoon Rd.,Anchorage 99506.
T: (907) 338-7275 or (800) 400-7275;
www.anchrvpark.com.

a ★★★★ b n/a

Beauty: ★★★ Site Privacy: ★★★

Spaciousness: ★★★ Quiet: ★★★★

Security: ★★★ Cleanliness: ★★★★★

Insect Control: ★★ Facilities: ★★★★★

Anchorage RV Park, located 15 minutes east of
downtown, takes camping in Alaska to an entirely
new level. This immaculate and well-maintained
campground spoils RV travelers for all other parks.
With 195 full-hookup sites, one might think that
campers feel overcrowded here; however, plenty of
birch and spruce trees, coupled with manicured
flower gardens, make it easy to forget that you are at
the largest campground in the state’s largest city.
And besides, one can always seek reprieve in the
cedar-lined lounge area, where a fireplace, TV,
games, books, and coffee make guests feel like they
are back home in their living rooms. For travelers
who don’t want to waste time shopping, Anchorage
RV Park has a general store and gift shop right on
the premises. And for those who can’t quite get used
to the cooler temperatures of the state, Anchorage
RV Park offers rest rooms with heated floors to keep
those toes toasty. Both back-in and pull-through
sites are available, although the latter are a bit more
expensive. We preferred the most wooded sites,
101–115, but keep in mind these are quite far from
the rest rooms and showers. Anchorage RV Park is
located adjacent to Elmendorf Air Force Base, so if
you hear a deep rumble, look up for F-16s flying
daily maneuvers. Also keep your eyes peeled for the
fox and moose that like this part of town.

BASICS

Operated By: CIRI Alaska Tourism. Open: May
15–Sep. 15 or later depending on the weather. Site
Assignment: Reservations are strongly suggested
in Jun. & Jul.; a credit card number is required to
hold a spot & a $10 fee is charged for cancellations
w/ 30-day notice; cancellations w/in 30 days are non-
refundable. Registration: Office hours are from 7
a.m.–10 p.m.; if you arrive after hours, a map w/ your
site assignment will be posted on the door & pay-
ment can be settled by 8 a.m. the next morning; if
you don’t have a reservation, look for maps w/ high-
lighted available spaces. Fee: $30–$38 per night, rate
dependent on season. Parking: At site.

FACILITIES

Number of RV Sites: 195. Hookups: Electric (20,
30, 50 amps), water, sewer, cable TV, phone. Each
Site: Picnic table. Dump Station: Yes. Laundry:
Yes, coin operated. Pay Phone: Yes, several w/ a
terrace & chairs. Rest Rooms and Showers: Yes;
facilities are clean, modern, & heated. Fuel: 3 mi.
down the road at Muldoon Texaco. Propane: At
Muldoon Texaco. Internal Roads: Gravel, pristine
condition. RV Service: There are several service

centers in Anchorage, including mechanics that will
come to you. Inquire in the office. Market: A Fred
Meyers is located a few mi. south on Muldoon.
Restaurant: Several to choose from in Anchorage.
Ask for suggestions at the front office. General
Store: Yes. Vending: Soft drink, candy, & newspaper
dispensers located by the rest rooms. Swimming:
No. Playground: No. Other: There is a covered
picnic & grill area on the west side of the camp-
ground. Activities: Inquire at campground. Nearby
Attractions: The Native Heritage Center is just
across the street, & downtown Anchorage is a 15-
minute drive.There is also a paved bike trail & stop
for the local bus service nearby. Information on
activities can be found at the front office.

RESTRICTIONS

Pets: Must be leashed.Waste bags are available
throughout for clean up. Fires: Not allowed. Alco-
holic Beverages: Prohibited in communal areas.
Vehicle Maximum Length: None.

TO GET THERE

Take the Glenn Hwy. To the Muldoon North
Exit. Follow Muldoon North almost to the end of
the road, where you will see the Elmendorf Air
Force Base gates. Turn left just before these gates
at the lighted Anchorage RV Park sign.

ANCHORAGE MAP, B-3

Granite Creek Campground

Alaska Recreational Management, Inc.,
800 East Diamond Blvd.,Anchorage 99515.
T: (907) 522-8368; arm@alaska.com.

a ★★★★ b ★★★★★

Beauty: ★★★★★ Site Privacy: ★★★★★

Spaciousness: ★★★★★ Quiet: ★★★★★

Security: ★★★ Cleanliness: ★★★★

Insect Control: ★★ Facilities: ★★

If you are looking for a truly Alaskan camping
experience, Granite Creek campground, tucked
into a trio of Chugach mountain peaks, will not
disappoint you. This campground is only a half
mile off the Seward Hwy.; but it can still be con-
sidered “off the beaten track,” since Anchorage
locals tend to occupy the campground on week-
ends, and out-of-state visitors rarely find their way
here. You’ll have to come prepared with plenty of
food and fuel (as well as mosquito spray from mid-
June to mid-July) because you will not find con-
venience stores or other amenities for at least 25
miles in any direction. However, the nature-lover
will be entertained merely by listening to the rush-
ing waters of Granite Creek, taking in the stunning
views of the Chugach mountains, or identifying
the lush variety of wildflowers that fill in the gaps
between spruce trees. All sites are back-in, spa-
cious, and private. However, the loop layout is a bit
tight for extra-long vehicles, and it is not recom-
mended for RVs 30 feet or longer. You’ll find the
most impressive views at sites 8, 11, 12, and 16,
although a bad site does not exist at Granite Creek
Campground. Chances of spotting moose are high

here, particularly if you are an early riser. Ask the
campsite manager where to look.

BASICS

Operated By: Owned by U.S.F.S. & managed by
Alaska Recreational Management, Inc.A camp-
ground manager is on-site during operating
months. Open: The campground may be utilized all
year, but is only managed & maintained from Mem.
Day weekend–Sep. 15. Sometimes snowy condi-
tions prohibit opening until mid-Jun. Site Assign-
ment: This campground is first come, first served
only. Registration: Occupy a site & return to the
entrance sign w/in 30 minutes, fill out a fee enve-
lope, & settle payment.Tear the stub off the enve-
lope, & make sure it is visible through your car or
RV windshield. Fee: $10 per night. Holders of a
Golden Age Passport pay half price. 14-day limit
per camper. Parking: At site.

FACILITIES

Number of Multipurpose Sites: 19. Hookups: 2
hand-operated water pumps for entire campground.
Each Site: Picnic table, fire grate. Dump Station:
No. Laundry: No. Pay Phone: No. Rest Rooms
and Showers: 2 pit toilets both cleaned & well
maintained by a campground manager. Fuel: Gird-
wood, 27 mi. north, or Seward, 63 mi. south.
Propane: No. Internal Roads: Gravel, sometimes
impassable until mid-Jun. due to high snowfall in the
area. RV Service: Girdwood, 27 mi. north, or
Seward, 63 mi. south. Market: Girdwood, 27 mi.
north or Moose Pass, 34 mi. south. Restaurant:
Girdwood, 27 mi. north, Portage Lake Lodge near
Portage Glacier, or Summit Lake Lodge 18 mi. south.
General Store: Girdwood, 27 mi. north, or Moose
Pass, 34 mi. south. Vending: No. Swimming: No.
Playground: No. Other: The Johnson Pass hiking
trailhead, a great family hike, can be found on the
highway 0.5 mi. north.There is also an 8-mi. paved
biking trail that begins there. Activities: Go fishing
for Dolly Vardens in Granite Creek, or take a walk &
look for the many moose that reside in the area.
Nearby Attractions: Portage Glacier & the access
road to Whittier are only 30 minutes away.The gold
mining town of Hope, although a 40-minute drive,
would be worth an afternoon trip.

RESTRICTIONS

Pets: All pets should be leashed & under owner
supervision. Fires: Fire grates only. Alcoholic
Beverages: No restrictions. Vehicle Maximum
Length: No limit, but RVs over 30 ft. may have dif-
ficulties.

TO GET THERE

Take the Seward Hwy. to mi. 63.5 and look for the
large blue and white sign for Granite Creek Camp-
ground w/ an arrow directing you to Granite Creek
Rd. Follow the road approximately 0.5 mi., and
you will find a fee box and large entrance sign.
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ANCHORAGE MAP, B-3

Montana Creek Campground

816 Oceanview Dr.,Anchorage 99515.
T: (907) 566-CAMP or (907) 733-KAMP;
montanacreekcampground@alaska.com.

a ★★★★ b ★★★★

Beauty: ★★★★ Site Privacy: ★★★

Spaciousness: ★★★ Quiet: ★★★★

Security: ★★★ Cleanliness: ★★★★★

Insect Control: ★★ Facilities: ★★

If you’ve been traveling awhile and feel that all
campgrounds look alike, Montana Creek will offer
a refreshing change of pace. Attention to detail is
what makes this campground stand out from the
rest. Sheila Lankford, the owner and operator of
the campground, tends her perennial gardens and
campsite grounds personally, and vibrant displays
of wildflowers and berries are sure to delight those
with or without a green thumb. Sheila was born
and raised on a homestead in this area, and she can
offer guests great stories and solid traveling advice.
Look for her with her dog, Cody. Montana Creek
Campground has 18 back-in/pull-through sites
with electric hookups available in a grassy area
adjacent the creek. All-sized rigs can be easily
accommodated here. These sites all have new fire
pits and grills, as well as lanterns for the evening
hours. For smaller RVs, more scenic, dry camping
is available in the meandering campground loops
tucked into birch and spruce woods. Campers will
enjoy the private, heavily treed sites that have been
uniquely named after regular guests. Our favorite
spot was “Hilton’s Hotel” located right next to the
serene Montana Creek bed.

BASICS

Operated By: Owned & operated by Sheila Lank-
ford; co-owned by Bill Nathis. Open: May–Oct.,
exact days depend on snowmelt & weather condi-
tions. Site Assignment: This campground is first
come, first served only. Space is usually available,
but it is recommended that you arrive by Fri. after-
noon if you are planning to stay the weekend. Reg-
istration: A self-registration board & pay box are
situated at the entrance of the campground. Find a
site, then pay at box. Fee: Electric hookup costs
$23, dry camping is $18.There is a $6 charge to
park for the day & fish. Parking: At site.

FACILITIES

Number of Multipurpose Sites: 110.
Hookups: 18 w/ electric (30, 50 amps); water is
available near the store. Each Site: Picnic table,
grill, lantern pole, fire pit, & some w/ electrical out-
lets. Dump Station: 3 mi. north at Tesoro Station
or 5 mi. south at Mat-Su RV Park. Laundry: No.
Pay Phone: No. Rest Rooms and Showers: No
showers or flushable toilets. Only portables are
available, but they are extremely well maintained &
clean. Fuel: Tesoro Station 3 mi. north or Ship
Creek Lodge 8 mi. south. Propane: Tesoro Station
3 mi. north or Mat-Su RV Park 5 mi. south. Inter-
nal Roads: Gravel, well maintained. RV Service:
Talkeetna, 17 mi. Market: No. Restaurant: His &
Hers Lounge & Restaurant located 3 mi. north.
Also several restaurants in Talkeetna.The Store just

north of the campground also has a small bakery
w/ soups & sandwiches. General Store: Yes.
Vending: No. Swimming: No. Playground: No.
Other: A paved walkway & pedestrian bridge
allows guests views of Montana Creek. Several
access points to the creek offer excellent fishing
opportunities for silvers, kings, pink (even-num-
bered years), grayling, & trout.A tackle shop on site
offers fishing gear for sale or for rent. Activities:
Live music July 4th. Feature artists vary every year.
The Talkeetna Bluegrass Festival is the 1st week of
Aug. just 5 mi. north of the campground. Nearby
Attractions: This campground is a hop, skip, & a
jump from the endearing town of Talkeetna (the
town which the show Northern Exposure inspired).
In addition, information is available at the camp-
ground on dog sledding, flight seeing, fishing.

RESTRICTIONS

Pets: On leash. Fires: Fire pits, grills; forest condi-
tions may trigger temporary restrictions. Alco-
holic Beverages: No restrictions . Vehicle
Maximum Length: None.

TO GET THERE

Take the Parks Hwy. to mi. 96.5 and look to the
east. The large sign and a picnic table w/ a statue
of two bear cubs sitting on it make this camp-
ground easy to find.

ANCHORAGE MAP, B-3

Ship Creek Landings RV Park

150 North Ingra St.,Anchorage 99501.
T: (907) 277-0877 or (800) 323-5757;
www.alaskarv.com.

a ★★ b ★★

Beauty: ★ Site Privacy: ★
Spaciousness: ★★ Quiet: ★★

Security: ★★★ Cleanliness: ★★★

Insect Control: ★★ Facilities: ★★★

Only blocks away from downtown, Ship Creek
Landings offers guests a resting spot that is within
minutes of the highlights of Alaska’s largest city.
However, this campground is not one to choose for
its scenery or quality. Located in Anchorage’s ware-
house district, dilapidated buildings surround the
area, and the Alaska railroad passes directly by.
Looming power lines cut through the center of the
campground, and even though the city’s hub is so
close, a steep hill and industrial traffic do not make
walking ideal. All of this said, Ship Creek does
offer full hookup camping, clean rest rooms and
showers, and a convenient location. It is also
within the vicinity of Anchorage’s prime fishing
creek—you guessed it, Ship Creek. This loop-
shaped campground consists of mostly back-in
sites, but four pull-throughs are also available for
larger rigs. A separate area at the back of the camp-
ground offers respite for tenters only. Besides a
steep birch-lined hill bordering one side of the
campground, there is little plant life. About five
feet of grass separates individual spaces. We found
no one site to be better than another. It is simply a
choice between being next to a power line or a
fence.

BASICS

Operated By: Best of Alaska RV Parks,Alaska
Travel Adventures. Open: Call park for details.
Site Assignment: Reservations are strongly sug-
gested as the campground fills up quickly.The toll-
free reservation number (Mon.–Fri.) is for all of
Alaska Travel Adventures’ campgrounds, so have
the name of the one you want in mind. Registra-
tion: Office hours are from 8 a.m.–9 p.m. If you
arrive after hours, late registry is available outside
of the office. Fee: RV $14–$34, tents $14. Park-
ing: At site.

FACILITIES

Number of RV Sites: 153. Number of Tent-
only Sites: 20. Hookups: Electric (30, 50 amps),
water, sewer. Each Site: None. Dump Station:
Yes. Laundry: Yes, coin operated. Pay Phone: Yes.
Rest Rooms and Showers: Yes. Fuel: Williams
Station on 5th Ave. Propane: Williams Station on
5th Ave. Internal Roads: Gravel. RV Service:
Referral. Market: A Carrs/Safeway is located on
13th & Gambell. Restaurant: Several in Anchorage.
Ask for suggestions & menus at the front office.
General Store: Basic items & snacks are for sale
in the office. Vending: Soft drink & newspaper dis-
pensers located by the office. Swimming: No.
Playground: No. Other: Inquire at campground.
Activities: Local tours, fishing. Inquire at camp-
ground for more info. Nearby Attractions:
Downtown Anchorage has many attractions.Visit
the 4th Ave.Visitor Center for maps & brochures.
Some tours can be booked at the campground.

RESTRICTIONS

Pets: On leash & supervised. Fires: Not allowed.
Alcoholic Beverages: No restrictions. Vehicle
Maximum Length: None.

TO GET THERE

From the north, take the Glenn Hwy. to Anchor-
age and turn right on Ingra St. (From the south,
take the New Seward Hwy. to Anchorage. The
highway will become a one-way street named
Ingra.) Go to the end of Ingra, down a steep hill,
and turn left on 1st St. You will see the Ship
Creek Landings sign on your left. If you cross the
railroad tracks, you have gone too far.

ANCHORAGE MAP, B-3

Williwaw Campground

800 East Diamond Blvd.,Anchorage 99515.
T: (877) 444-NRRS or (907) 522-8368;
www.reserveusa.com.

a ★★★★ b ★★★★★

Beauty: ★★★★★ Site Privacy: ★★★★★

Spaciousness: ★★★★★ Quiet: ★★★★

Security: ★★★ Cleanliness: ★★★★★

Insect Control: ★★ Facilities: ★★

Relatively new to the RV scene, this immaculate
and newly paved campground is a stone’s throw
away from Portage and Whittier, as well as an ideal
overnight stopover for travelers heading to Seward
or Homer. Williwaw is a U.S.F.S. campground, and
therefore without hookups or other amenities—but
waking up to the dynamic blue of the hanging
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Middle Glacier, the campground backdrop, is an
experience sure to delight young and old alike.
Campsites are spacious and private and can easily
accommodate the largest of RVs. With both pull-
through and back-in spaces available, it is worth
planning ahead and making reservations for a
campsite with a view of the Glacier. We recom-
mend sites 2–6 or 34–36.

BASICS

Operated By: U.S.F.S. Open: May–Sept, depend-
ing on weather. Site Assignment: By reservation
or on a space-available basis. Registration:
Occupy a site & return to the entrance sign w/in
30 minutes—fill out a fee envelope & settle pay-
ment.Tear the stub off the envelope & make sure it
is visible through your RV windshield or on the
front of your tent. Fee: $12 per single site; $18 for
a double. Parking: At site.

FACILITIES

Number of Multipurpose Sites: 60. Hookups:
None. Each Site: Picnic table, fire pit. Dump Sta-
tion: No. Laundry: No. Pay Phone: No, go to
Portage Glacier Lodge 1.5 mi. down the road. Rest
Rooms and Showers: Several pit toilets. No
showers or wash facilities available. Fuel: None in
area, fuel up in Anchorage or Girdwood before
arriving.The next gas station will not be available
until Seward. Propane: No. Internal Roads:
Paved & in excellent condition. RV Service: No.
Market: 10 mi. north in Girdwood. Restaurant:
Several in Girdwood. General Store: Girdwood,
10 mi. north. Vending: Soft drinks & candy
machine at Portage Glacier Lodge. Swimming:
No. Playground: No. Other: Check out the
salmon-spawning viewing area adjacent the camp-
ground, or take the pleasant Williwaw Nature Trail
to get a better look at the Glacier. Activities:
Inquire at campground. Nearby Attractions:
Portage Lake & the Begich Boggs Visitor Center
are just 1.5 mi. down the road. It is worth catching
the movie Voices from the Ice at the visitor center
(shown 20 minutes after every hour). Boat tours to
the face of the Glacier are also available. Portage
road then continues to Whittier but there is a fee
to drive through the tunnel. Many people catch gla-
cier boat tours out of Whittier.

RESTRICTIONS

Pets: On leash & supervised. Fires: Fire grates
only. Alcoholic Beverages: Inquire at camp-
ground. Vehicle Maximum Length: None.

TO GET THERE

Take the Seward Hwy. to mi. 78. Although your
map may say Portage, the town was destroyed in
the 1964 earthquake and only a few dilapidated
remnants remain. Turn north on Portage Rd. and
go 5 mi. to the Williwaw Campground sign (not
to be confused w/ the Williwaw Viewing Area sign
that you’ll see 0.25 mi. before the campground).
Turn right at the sign, and you will find the
entrance board and campsite manager just down
the road.

COOPER LANDING MAP, B-3

Kenai Princess RV Park

Mile 2 Bean Creek Rd., Cooper Landing 99572.
T: (907) 595-1425 or (800) 426-0500;
www.princessalaskalodges.com.

a ★★★ b n/a

Beauty: ★★★ Site Privacy: ★
Spaciousness: ★★ Quiet: ★★★

Security: ★★★ Cleanliness: ★★★★

Insect Control: ★★ Facilities: ★★★★

When you begin to feel the need to pamper your-
self after long days on the highway, spend a night
at the Kenai Princess RV Park for a bit of luxury.
The park itself is nothing extraordinary; however,
it’s adjacent to the beautiful Kenai Princess Lodge,
where RV guests are welcome to dine in the restau-
rant, enjoy an evening cocktail outside at the bar,
use the facility exercise equipment, or dip into the
indoor and outdoor Jacuzzis located on the
grounds. During your time at this facility, you will
feel like a coach passenger who just got bumped to
first class. A small campground tucked well away
from the main roads, Kenai Princess RV Park is
quiet and without traffic. The peak of Cecil Rhode
Mountain makes for a stunning backdrop, and the
glacial waters of the Kenai River are just a short
walk away. The campground has a pleasant border
of Sitka spruce, but the individual sites are without
trees, and only about ten feet separates campers.
All sites are back-ins—the longest being 55 feet—
so extra-large rigs might find the campground to
be a tight squeeze. No sites stand out as superior or
inferior, but we do recommend a spot that is away
from the dump station since the tour buses going
to and from the lodge utilize the area throughout
the day and can be somewhat distracting.

BASICS

Operated By: Princess Cruise Lines. Open: May
15–Sep. 15. Site Assignment: In Jun. & Jul. reserva-
tions are necessary. Spots are held w/ a credit card
number & cancellations must be made at least 24
hours beforehand. Reservations are recommended
for all months, but occasionally there are spaces
available in the early & late days of the season. Reg-
istration: Office hours are from 8 a.m.–10 p.m. Call
if you will be late & a map w/ your site assignment
will be posted on the door. Fee: $25 per night.
Good Sam discounts available. Parking: At site.

FACILITIES

Number of RV Sites: 29. Hookups: Electric (20,
30 amps), water, sewer. Each Site: Picnic table.
Dump Station: Yes. Laundry: Yes, $2 per
machine. Pay Phone: Yes. Rest Rooms and
Showers: Yes, flushable toilets & coin-operated
showers. $1.25 buys about 15 minutes. Fuel: Avail-
able in Cooper Landing 2.5 mi. away. Propane:
Available in Cooper Landing. Internal Roads:
Gravel, well maintained. RV Service: No. Market:
The Shrew’s Nest in Cooper Landing has sundries,
including unique Alaskan gifts. Larger supermarkets
are available in Soldotna. Restaurant: The Kenai
Princess lodge offers fine dining, or eat at the bar
for a simpler venue. Gwin’s Restaurant in Cooper
Landing also is recommended. General Store:

Yes. Vending: A soft drinks machine is by the
office. Swimming: No. Playground: No. Other:
A gift shop is located across from the lodge. Activ-
ities: Tours & charters can be booked from the
lodge. Many include transportation. Nearby
Attractions: Most visitors to this region are pas-
sionate anglers as the Kenai River is one of the
most famous salmon fishing rivers in the state.
There are also several local hikes for all skill
ranges, including a nature hike on the Kenai
Princess Lodge grounds.There are lots of moose in
this area—wake up early to find them along Bean
Creek Rd.

RESTRICTIONS

Pets: Must be leashed & supervised. Fires: Not
allowed. Alcoholic Beverages: No restrictions.
Vehicle Maximum Length: Sites are 55 ft. in
length & back-in.

TO GET THERE

Take the Sterling Hwy. to mi. 47.7 just before the
bridge crossing the Kenai River. You will see a sign
for the Kenai Princess Wilderness Lodge and RV
Park, followed by the Bean Creek Rd. turnoff to
the right. Follow Bean Creek Rd. for 2 mi. and
turn left at the lodge sign. Another sign directs
you to the campground tucked just down the hill
from the lodge.

DENALI PARK MAP, B-3

Denali Grizzly Bear Cabins 
and Campground

Mile 231 Park Hwy., Denali Park 99755.
T: (907) 683-2696; www.denaligrizzlybear.com.

a ★★★★ b ★★★★

Beauty: ★★★★ Site Privacy: ★★★

Spaciousness: ★★★ Quiet: ★★★★

Security: ★★★ Cleanliness: ★★★★★

Insect Control: ★★ Facilities: ★★★★

If you’re looking to capture some of the hearty
Alaskan spirit from the days of yore, Denali Grizzly
Bear Cabins and Campground will make you feel
like you’re back in the pioneer times. One of the
highlights of this campground is chatting with the
workers here. Most of them are part of the Reis-
land clan, descendants of the family that settled
this land decades ago. Siblings and cousins now
run the campground in the summer, and they have
gone to great lengths to preserve some of the flavor
of yesteryear. Take a few moments to admire the
unique Alaska paraphernalia that decorates the
general store and office. Almost everything you see
has a story behind it. With several thickly wooded
back-in sites (and two pull-through sites) available,
all-sized rigs can be accommodated, but longer
vehicles may have some difficulty maneuvering if
they wander beyond their designated area. This
campground has many loops and turns, making
campers feel like they’re much farther away from
the park highway than they really are. The rushing
Nenana River that borders the campground, cou-
pled with the snow-capped mountains in the back-
ground, complete the effect of being away from it
all. Ask for a riverside site if possible.
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BASICS

Operated By: Owned & operated by the Reis-
lands. Open: May 15–Sep. 12, exact days depend
on snowmelt & weather. Site Assignment: Reser-
vations are recommended, particularly in Jun. & Jul.
1-night deposit is required to secure a campsite, &
a 15% service fee is charged for cancellations. No
refunds are given w/in 48 hours of the reserved
date.Walk-ins are also welcome, just check into
the office before settling into a site. No charge if
cancelled w/in 60 days of arrival. Registration:
Payments should be made at the front office prior
to going to your site. Check-in is from 3–10 p.m. If
you are not going to be able to make it during
office hours (8 a.m.–10 p.m.), call ahead.A map w/
your site assignment will be posted on the office
door. Fee: Each campsite (up to 4 people) is
$18.50. Extra people are $3 each.An extra vehicle
or tent is $1. Electric hookup is $5 per vehicle, &
water is $1 per vehicle.All major credit cards or
cash accepted. Parking: At site for most spots.
Some tent sites are walk-in only w/ designated
parking in a separate area.

FACILITIES

Number of RV Sites: 45. Number of Multi-
purpose Sites: 45. Hookups: Electric (30 amps),
water (most sites). Each Site: Picnic table. Dump
Station: Yes, 2. Laundry: Yes. Pay Phone: Yes, 3.
Rest Rooms and Showers: 3 buildings w/ flush-
able toilets & pay showers are available to park
guests. Facilities are clean & accessible. Fuel: A
Tesoro station is located in Denali Village 7 mi.
north. Propane: Yes. Internal Roads: Dirt, curvy
but well maintained. RV Service: No, 18 mi. away
in Healy. Market: Basic food items are available at
the campground general store. Restaurant: Yes,
across the street. General Store: A well-stocked
general store is located adjacent to the office &
includes coffee & rolls, ice cream, snacks & gro-
ceries, ice, liquor, & Alaskan gifts. Hours are 8 a.m–
10 p.m. Vending: No. Swimming: No. Play-
ground: No. Other: There are 7 covered pavil-
ions for picnics & barbecues. Cabins are available.
Activities: Airplane rides & horseback riding
(nearby). Nearby Attractions: The Denali
National Park entrance is located 6 mi. north of
the RV Park. In addition, a wide array of local tours
can be booked in the front office.

RESTRICTIONS

Pets: On leash; walked only in dog-walking area.
Should not be left unattended. Fires: Restricted to
pit areas only. Alcoholic Beverages: No restric-
tions. Liquor is sold in the campground general
store. Vehicle Maximum Length: 45 ft.

TO GET THERE

Take the Parks Hwy. to mi. 231. When you near
this mi., slow down—the large Denali Grizzly
Bear Cabins & Campground sign on the west side
of the road sneaks up on you suddenly.

DENALI PARK MAP, B-3

Denali Rainbow Village
RV Park and Country Mall

Mile 238.6 Park Hwy., Denali Park 99755.
T: (907) 683-7777; www.denalirvrvpark.com.

a ★★ b ★★

Beauty: ★★★ Site Privacy: ★
Spaciousness: ★★ Quiet: ★★

Security: ★★ Cleanliness: ★★★

Insect Control: ★★★ Facilities: ★★★

Located at the apex of Denali Village, the develop-
ment of hotels, restaurants, and gift shops that has
sprouted just outside the entrance of Denali
National Park, Denali Rainbow Village RV Park
puts you where the action is. Use this RV park dur-
ing your allotted time in Denali, and you will be
able to grab a bagel and morning cup of coffee,
catch a shuttle to the park, book various tours
around the area, go shopping, and find evening
entertainment—all within walking distance of
your tent or RV. Denali Rainbow Village RV Park
is simply a barren gravel lot set behind a boardwalk
of tourist shops and attractions, but the facilities
are clean, and there are plenty of back-in and pull-
through sites that can accommodate all vehicles.
There are no superior or inferior sites at this camp-
ground, as all share the same sweeping views of the
Alaska Range and all are equidistant from the hub-
bub of Denali Village.

BASICS

Operated By: Owned & operated by the amicable
Ed Regan. Open: May 20–Sep. 20, exact days
depend on snowmelt & weather conditions. Site
Assignment: Either just show up or make reser-
vations in advance. Sites can be held w/ a credit
card, but must be canceled at least 24 hours before-
hand if you can’t make it. Jun. & Jul. are the busiest
months. Registration: Check in at the front office
before settling on a site. Office hours are 8 a.m.–9
p.m. If you arrive after hours, find a site & place
your payment in the box located on the front of
the office building. Fee: Full hookups $34, electric
w/ water $30, electric only $27, dry camping $20,
tents $15.These prices include tax.After 2 nights, a
25% discount is given for the 3rd night.All major
credit card accepted. Parking: At site.

FACILITIES

Number of RV Sites: 77. Number of Tent-only
Sites: 10. Hookups: Electric (20, 50 amps), water,
sewer. Each Site: Picnic table, electrical outlet,
water faucet. Dump Station: Yes. Laundry: Yes.
Pay Phone: Yes. Rest Rooms and Showers:
Flushable toilets & pay showers available to park
guests. Fuel: Park Mart Tesoro station adjacent to
campground. Propane: In Healy 10 mi. north.
Internal Roads: Gravel, flat, & well maintained. RV
Service: 10 mi. north in Healy. Market: Tesoro
station has convenience items (at inconvenient
prices!). Restaurant: Subway on the boardwalk.
Black Bear Café next to campground office, notable
for its soups & sandwiches.The carrot cake also is
recommended. General Store: Tesoro station;
stock up on supplies before arriving in Denali.

Vending: Soft drink machines are located on the
boardwalk. Swimming: No. Playground: No.
Other: The boardwalk offers a jewelry shop, sev-
eral gift stores, a 1-hour photo gallery, & offices
where rafting, horseback riding, flight seeing, & golf-
ing tours can be booked. Activities: Inquire at
campground. Nearby Attractions: The Denali
National Park entrance is located just 1 mi. south of
the RV Park.

RESTRICTIONS

Pets: On leash, cleaned up after. Fires: Restricted
to pit areas only. Alcoholic Beverages: No
restrictions. Ed only asks that you “behave.” Vehicle
Maximum Length: None.

TO GET THERE

Take the Parks Hwy. to mi. 238. This mi., known
unofficially as Denali Village, is a strip of hotels,
restaurants, and gift shops for guests to the
National Park. Denali Rainbow is smack in the
center of this area. On the east side of the high-
way, look for a boardwalk of cabin-style shops and
a large green sign that says Denali Rainbow (just
to the left of the Tesoro Station).

FAIRBANKS MAP, B-3

River’s Edge RV Park and 
Campground

4140 Boat St., Fairbanks 99709.T: (907) 474-
3681 or (800) 770-3343; www.riversedge.net.

a ★★★ b ★★★

Beauty: ★★★ Site Privacy: ★
Spaciousness: ★★ Quiet: ★★★

Security: ★★★ Cleanliness: ★★★★

Insect Control: ★★★ Facilities: ★★★★

River’s Edge RV Park offers the style of camping
guests are accustomed to finding in the Lower 48
states. Clean, pristine, and modern, this camp-
ground allows guests easy access to downtown Fair-
banks and nearby tourist attractions, while at the
same time providing a tranquil setting on the
Chena River. Rest rooms and showers are well
maintained here, and the friendly atmosphere,
coupled with the knowledge of campground staff
regarding the general area, will impress guests. This
vast horseshoe-shaped campground has several
treed sites on the east side with more open, grassy
spots on the west. Back-ins and pull-through sites
are available, with approximately 20 feet between
sites. Larger vehicles are easily accommodated.
Sites located near the office seem heavily trafficked
and a bit noisy. We prefer the riverside sites, espe-
cially sites B-9, D-17, and E-16.

BASICS

Operated By: Owned & operated by husband &
wife team Steve Frank & Linda Anderson. Open:
Mem. Day weekend–Sep. 15, weather permitting.
Site Assignment: General reservations can be
made, but specific sites are not assigned until
arrival. Drop-in guests are welcome & usually
accommodated. Registration: Check-in is
required at the office before obtaining a site. If you
will be arriving after hours (7 a.m.–10 p.m.) call
ahead.A map & instructions will be hung on a bul-

124 ALASKA Denali Park

02 559699 c01.pag  3/16/04  3:51 PM  Page 124



letin board for you to pick up when you arrive.
Fee: Full hookups $28, water/electric hookups
$25. Dry camping available for $17. Good Sam dis-
counts available. Parking: At site.

FACILITIES

Number of RV Sites: 179. Number of Tent-
only Sites: 12. Hookups: Electric (30 amps),
water, sewer. Each Site: Picnic table. Dump Sta-
tion: Yes. Laundry: Coin-operated machines avail-
able. Soap & change available in laundry room. Pay
Phone: Yes, w/ modem access. Rest Rooms and
Showers: Flushable toilets & clean showers. Fuel:
Airport Way (0.25 mi. away) in several places. (Fred
Meyer is known to have the lowest prices.)
Propane: Airport Way (0.25 mi. away). Internal
Roads: Gravel, well maintained. RV Service: Sev-
eral service stations available in Fairbanks.The
front office will assist you in making calls. Market:
Fred Meyer & Safeway are both located on Airport
Way. Safeway is open 24 hours. Restaurant: The
front office lists the daily specials for the nearby
Chena’s Restaurant, & staff will happily make reser-
vations for you. Sample menus for other Fairbanks
restaurants are also available. General Store: A
gift shop & some general items are located on site.
Other shopping is abundant throughout Fairbanks.
Vending: Soft drink machines & newspaper dis-
pensers on site. Swimming: No. Playground:
No. Other: Walk to the banks of the Chena River
& try your hand at catch-&-release.There is also a
sunny deck area adjacent to the office where you
can relax & read the newspaper. Car wash on site.
Activities: Reservations for fishing tours, histori-
cal city tours, gold mine tours, & Riverboat Discov-
ery tours can all be booked at the front office.
Transportation is provided for most tours. Addi-
tional Information: Fairbanks CVB, 550 1st Ave.,
(800) 327-5774, www.explorefairbanks.com.

RESTRICTIONS

Pets: On leash. Fires: Because campground is in
city limits, no fires are allowed. Alcoholic Bever-
ages: No restrictions. Vehicle Maximum
Length: None.

TO GET THERE

From the Parks Hwy. take the East Fairbanks Exit.
Take a left on Sportsmans Way and another left
on Boat St. From the Richardson Hwy., take a left
on Airport Way, cross University Ave., and turn
right on Sportsmans Way. Take an immediate left
onto Boat St. Blue camping signs will point you
in the right direction.

GLENNALLEN MAP, B-3

Mendeltna Creek Lodge

Mile 153 Glenn Hwy, Glennallen 99588.T: (907)
822-3346; mendeltnalodge@cvinternet.net.

a ★★★ b ★★★

Beauty: ★★★ Site Privacy: ★★★

Spaciousness: ★★★ Quiet: ★★★

Security: ★★★ Cleanliness: ★★★

Insect Control: ★★ Facilities: ★★★

This campground, the halfway point between Tok
and Anchorage, is not a destination in itself, but

rather a place to layover before journeying to your
next checkpoint. However, the highway-weary
traveler will find a surprisingly unique experience
at Mendeltna Creek Lodge. Set in the gnarly black
spruce forest with the sinuous Mendeltna Creek
flowing by, the campground has a bit of a rustic,
wild feel to it. This campground has treed sites
with plenty of back-ins and pull-throughs. The
several loops and slightly bumpy road make some
parts of the campground difficult for larger rigs,
but ultimately all can be accommodated. The sites
are not numbered and seem slightly scattered
about. We preferred the creekside sites, but they
are the farthest away from the showers and rest
rooms. Overall, the campground is clean and on
par with Alaska’s other RV sites—it simply has a
very “seasoned” feel to it.

BASICS

Operated By: Mabel & Russel Wimmer. Open:
All year. Site Assignment: Reservations are rec-
ommended for holiday weekends & July 4th.
Deposits are required during busy times. Other-
wise, there is usually room for RVers who just
show up. Registration: Stop in restaurant/office &
pay before you park. If you arrive after hours, find a
spot & settle payment in the morning. Fee: Full
hookup $20, dry camping $10, tents $6. Cabins
$40–$50 per night. Good Sam discounts available.
Cash or credit cards accepted, no checks. Park-
ing: At site.

FACILITIES

Number of RV Sites: 60. Number of Tent-
only Sites: Undesignated sites. Hookups: Electric
(20 amps), water, sewer. Each Site: Picnic table.
Dump Station: Yes. Laundry: Yes, coin oper-
ated. Pay Phone: No, but calling cards may be
used in the office. Phone cards available for pur-
chase in the restaurant. Rest Rooms and Show-
ers: Family style rest rooms available in the
restaurant & on the campground. Showers cost
$1. Fuel: Yes. Propane: No. Internal Roads:
Gravel, a bit bumpy. RV Service: In Glenallen.
Market: In Glenallen. Restaurant: A restaurant
& bar are on site & are open from 6 a.m. to mid-
night. Handtossed pizzas & cinnamon rolls are rec-
ommended. Sandwiches & simple meals are also
available at relatively reasonable prices. General
Store: Some basic items available for purchase in
the restaurant. Vending: No. Swimming: No.
Playground: No. Other: Cozy cabins are avail-
able for rent if you want a night out of your
camper/tent. Activities: Inquire at campground.
Nearby Attractions: The Drunken Forest
museum is on site.This is a fenced-in collection of
unusually shaped wood pieces & artifacts that have
been found in the local area.

RESTRICTIONS

Pets: Allows on leash only, must be cleaned up
after. Fires: Allowed. Alcoholic Beverages: No
restrictions, alcohol available at the bar. Vehicle
Maximum Length: None.

TO GET THERE

Take the Glenn Hwy. to mi. 153. You’ll see the
log lodge on the south side of the highway.

GLENNALLEN MAP, B-3

Northern Nights RV 
Campground

Mile 188.7 Glenn Hwy., Glennallen 99588.
T: (907) 822-3199; www.alaska-rv-campground-
glennallen-northernnights.net.

a ★★★ b ★★★★

Beauty: ★★★★ Site Privacy: ★★

Spaciousness: ★★ Quiet: ★★★

Security: ★★★ Cleanliness: ★★★★

Insect Control: ★★ Facilities: ★★★

Set just where the Glenn Hwy. T-bones the
Richardson Hwy., Northern Nights is a convenient
stopover for those en route to Tok, Fairbanks,
Valdez, or Anchorage. This spruce-lined camp-
ground is tucked away from the roar of the trucks
and cars on the highways and has a quaint, cozy
atmosphere. It is a good place to refuel, get a hot
meal in town, and make preparations for the fol-
lowing day’s travel. As an added bonus, if you stay
at Northern Nights on a Monday or Wednesday,
you can join in on their free bonfire and dessert
nights—an attraction worth timing your visit for.
Northern Nights is a small campground with a
parking lot layout. There are plenty of pull-through
sites for larger vehicles, and tenters are able to enjoy
a comfortable night’s sleep at a padded tent spot.
Sites are only about ten feet apart, but a few young
trees between each camping space provide a little
more privacy. We recommend sites 13–18, simply
because they are farthest away from the office and
the incoming and outgoing RVs.

BASICS

Operated By: Richard & Tomi Hawes. Open: May
1–Oct.1. If weather permits, opens mid-Apr. Site
Assignment: Reservations are strongly recom-
mended for Jun.–mid-Aug. No deposit is required
but please call by 4 p.m. if you have to cancel.Visi-
tors w/out reservations will be accommodated on
a space-available basis. Registration: Register at
the front office before settling in. If you are going
to arrive after hours, call ahead, & a map w/ your
assignment will be left on the front door. For those
w/out reservations, find a spot & settle payment
before 9 a.m. the next day. Office hours are 7 a.m.–
9 p.m. Fee: RV, $20–$22; tent, $12. no credit cards
accepted. Parking: At site.

FACILITIES

Number of RV Sites: 21. Number of Tent-only
Sites: 5. Hookups: Electric (30 amps), water,
sewer. Each Site: Picnic table, fire pit. Dump Sta-
tion: Yes. Laundry: No, 0.5 mi. down the road.
Pay Phone: No, but calling cards can be used in
the front office. Rest Rooms and Showers: Yes,
fee for showers. $3 guests, $5 non-guests. Fuel: A
gas station is directly across the street. Propane:
Available at the gas station. Internal Roads:
Gravel. RV Service: Spark’s Automotive Texaco
across street. Market: Park’s Place is 0.5 mi. down
the road. Restaurant: Check out the Hitchin’ Post
1 mi. west for $2.99 breakfasts & large burgers.The
Great Alaskan Freeze & The Caribou Restaurant
are other close dining options. General Store:
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Spark’s general store is across the road, & the Hub
of Alaska is just east of the campground. Vending:
No. Swimming: No. Playground: No. Other:
Fishing charters. Activities: Glennallen has a large
4th of July celebration complete w/ a parade, raft
races, & a salmon bake. Additional Information:
The Glennallen Visitor Center, mi. 189 on the
Glenn Hwy., can help you find hiking, hunting, &
fishing opportunities. Hours are 8 a.m.–7 p.m. in
the summer, (907) 822-5555.

RESTRICTIONS

Pets: Must be leashed. Pet sitting is available for a
small fee. Fires: Restricted to fire pits. Firewood is
free. Alcoholic Beverages: Glennallen is a dry
city. One cannot purchase alcohol here, but if you
have your own you may imbibe at your site. Vehi-
cle Maximum Length: None.

TO GET THERE

Take the Glenn Hwy. to mi. 188.7. The camp-
ground is right at the Glenn/Richardson junction
in the town of Glennallen on the north side.

HOMER MAP, B-3

Oceanview RV Park

455 Sterling Hwy., Homer 99603.
T: (907) 235-3951; www.oceanview-rv.com.

a ★★★ b ★★★

Beauty: ★★★★★ Site Privacy: ★★

Spaciousness: ★★ Quiet: ★★★

Security: ★★★ Cleanliness: ★★★★★

Insect Control: ★★★ Facilities: ★★★★

This full-hookup campground offers a magnificent
panoramic view of Katchemak Bay and is conve-
niently located next to downtown Homer, the very
last town on the Alaska highway system. Probably
the cleanest and most modern facility on the Kenai
Peninsula, Oceanview is an ideal place to get a hot
shower, browse a well-stocked gift shop, and get a
free cup of coffee in the morning. With both back-
in and pull-through sites, Oceanview is a parking
lot–style facility with few trees and little privacy
between sites. However, the friendly atmosphere
and numerous amenities make Oceanview an ideal
resting spot. Reserve a waterside site if you can.
Sites 26, 43, 64, 83, and 86 are recommended. For
shade-lovers, ask for 17B.

BASICS

Operated By: Geri Barling. Open: May 15–Oct.
15. Site Assignment: By reservation or on a
space available basis. Sometimes the entire park is
booked by caravans, so a phone call is recom-
mended. Registration: Do not occupy a site until
you have registered at the front office. If you are
going to be arriving after hours (8 a.m.–9 p.m.
Mon.–Sat., 9 a.m.–8 p.m. Sun.), call ahead & the
campground manager will make arrangements w/
you. Fee: Full Hookups: $28, $24 electric w/
water, electricity $20, dry camping $15. Showers
are included for all campers.There are no dis-
counts or coupons, but seniors do receive a 10%
discount at the gift shop. Parking: At site.

FACILITIES

Number of RV Sites: 100. Number of Tent-

only Sites: 9. Hookups: Electric (30, 50 amps),
water, sewer, cable TV, phone. Each Site: Trash
can. Dump Station: Not on site. City dump is
located just down the road. Laundry: Yes, coin-
operated. Pay Phone: Yes. Rest Rooms and
Showers: Flush toilets & hot showers available
free of charge to all campers. Facilities are clean &
well-maintained. Fuel: A few blocks away at Tesoro.
Propane: At Homer Tesoro. Internal Roads:
Gravel roads in good condition. RV Service: In
Homer. Market: 8 blocks away & open 24/7.
Restaurant: Several to choose from in downtown
Homer.We recommend Sal’s for sourdough french
toast or Cups for lunch & dinner. General Store:
Safeway 5 blocks away. Vending: Ice, soft drinks, &
newspaper machines are all available outside the
front office. Swimming: No. Playground: No.
Other: There is a covered picnic area for large
groups or grill parties (barbecue pits on back deck
by the office). Guests can also take a walk down
the hill to the beach for an up close look at the
shimmering waters of Katchemak Bay. RV Park
guests can arrange for several boating & fishing
charters at discounted rates. Activities: A fish-fry
is hosted for campground guests every Fourth of
July. Nearby Attractions: Skate park, Boys &
Girls Club nearby. Additional Information:
Chamber of Commerce located on the Sterling
Hwy. between Bartlett & Main St., (907) 235-7740.

RESTRICTIONS

Pets: All pets should be leashed & under owner
supervision. More than 2 animals requires manager
approval. Fires: No fires in the RV Park, but
allowed on beach. Alcoholic Beverages: No
restrictions. Vehicle Maximum Length: None.

TO GET THERE

Take the Sterling Hwy. to mi. 172.7. Just before
you reach downtown Homer, you will see the RV
park’s large sign off to the right.

HOPE MAP, B-3

Seaview RV Park

P.O. Box 110, Hope 99605.T: (907) 782-3300;
hope@ibm.net; www.home.gci.net/~hopeak.

a ★★ b ★★

Beauty: ★★★ Site Privacy: ★
Spaciousness: ★★ Quiet: ★★

Security: ★★★ Cleanliness: ★★★

Insect Control: ★★★ Facilities: ★★★

The town of Hope is a tiny speck on the Alaska
map that is often overlooked by tourists. However,
the traveler who ventures off the Seward Hwy. and
down the curvy 18-mile road to this vintage gold-
mining community will not regret the detour.
Seaview RV Park lies on the edge of Hope and is
host to the downtown area’s only bar and dinner
restaurant. Sweeping views of the Turnagain Arm,
coupled with a convenient placement, allow one to
ignore the fact that the RV park itself is a barren,
crowded lot with back-in and pull-through sites to
accommodate all vehicles. Since there is little to no
privacy between sites (and because there is a bar
next door) this is not a campground for a person
who sleeps lightly. However, for the more sociable,

Seaview RV Park is an ideal place to meet local
Alaskans, fish for salmon in Resurrection Creek,
and explore a few well-preserved remnants of the
gold rush.

BASICS

Operated By: Owned & operated Renna Stanley-
Harris. Sometimes you’ll find her running the bar.
Open: May 1–Sep. 20. Site Assignment: First
come, first served, or by reservation.There is usu-
ally plenty of space at the beginning & end of the
season, but reservations are recommended from
mid-Jul. until the end of Aug. Registration:
Occupy a site & find someone in the bar or restau-
rant for payment. If you arrive after hours simply
pay the next day.This campground operates on the
honor system. Fee: $10 per RV site, $15 w/ elec-
tric.Tents are $5. Parking: At site or on road.

FACILITIES

Number of RV Sites: 28. Number of Tent-only
Sites: Undesignated sites. Hookups: Electric (20, 30
amps); 1 water hose available on the side of the bar.
Each Site: Electrical outlet, fire pit. Dump Sta-
tion: No, but can go to Eagle Rising 1 mi. down the
road. Laundry: No, Eagle Rising is available. Pay
Phone: No, but calling cards can be used in the bar
or restaurant. Rest Rooms and Showers: Several
portables of dubious cleanliness are available. Show-
ers can be taken at Eagle Rising for a miniscule fee.
Fuel: Hope has a gas station, but the availability of
fuel is hit or miss & there are no set hours of opera-
tion. Fuel-up beforehand in Anchorage (when com-
ing from the north) or Seward (when leaving the
south). Propane: Available at Eagle Rising. Internal
Roads: Gravel, average condition. RV Service:
None. Market: No. Hope has a small gift shop w/
the basics, but it is expensive here. Restaurant: The
Seaview Restaurant is famed for its seafood chow-
der & Alaskan fish & chips.Also featured at various
times are exotic meats such as ostrich, caribou,
musk ox, kangaroo, & rattlesnake. Discovery Cafe,
the town’s other restaurant, is also recommended.
General Store: Again, you’ll find the basics at the
local gift shop, but be prepared to pay a hefty price.
Vending: No. Swimming: No. Playground: No.
Other: The park has a spectacular view of the Tur-
nagain Arm & Resurrection Creek. Activities: Ask
in the restaurant or bar for Gold Rush Peck.This
eccentric Alaskan will give you a 2-hour gold-pan-
ning lesson for $7. Fish for salmon in Resurrection
Creek from mid-Jul. through the end of the summer.
From Aug. through mid-Sep., pick berries. Nearby
Attractions: There are several nearby hiking trails
that cater to all levels. Rafting trips & guided fishing
tours are also available in the area. Inquire in the
restaurant or bar. Additional Information:
www.home.gci.net/~hopeak.

RESTRICTIONS

Pets: On leash only. Fires: Fire pit only; firewood is
available for sale. Alcoholic Beverages: No
restrictions. Vehicle Maximum Length: None.

TO GET THERE

Take the Seward Hwy. to mi. 56 just over the
Canyon Creek Bridge and turn north at Hope
junction. There is a large sign pointing the way.
Follow the Hope Hwy. 16.9 mi. and turn right on
Old Hope Rd. A short stretch on Old Hope
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brings you to Main St. Turn left and follow this
road 2 blocks to its end.

HOUSTON MAP, B-3

Riverside Camper Park

Mile 57.7 Park Hwy., Houston 99694.
T: (907) 892-9020; aksalmon@mtaonline.net.

a ★★★★ b ★★★

Beauty: ★★★ Site Privacy: ★★★

Spaciousness: ★★★ Quiet: ★★★

Security: ★★★ Cleanliness: ★★★★

Insect Control: ★★ Facilities: ★★★★

Riverside Camper Park is a clean, tranquil park
that offers the perfect break before going to the big
city of Anchorage just an hour’s drive away. This
loop-shaped campground is just off the park high-
way and is conveniently located within walking
distance of a restaurant, post office, grocery store,
and service station. It can also be recommended for
its clean rest rooms and home-style showers. For
fishing fans, bank fishing on the Little Susitna
River is available all summer, and boat charters can
be arranged at the campground. There are plenty
of spacious back-in and pull-through sites avail-
able. Spruce and birch line Riverside Camper Park,
but no trees or flowers separate the grassy camp-
sites. Request the spots farthest from the highway;
sites 27 and 28 are next to the water.

BASICS

Operated By: Owned & operated by Kenny &
Sheila Mortensen. Open: May–Sep., exact days
depend on snowmelt & weather conditions. Site
Assignment: Either just show up or make reser-
vations in advance. Sites can be held w/ a credit
card, but must be cancelled at least 24 hours
beforehand if you can’t make it. Registration:
Check in at the front office before settling on a
site. Office hours are 9 a.m.–9 p.m. If you arrive
after hours, instructions are on the front gate for
check-in. Fee: Full hookups cost $20. Good Sam &
military discounts given.All major credit cards
accepted. Parking: At site.

FACILITIES

Number of RV Sites: 56. Number of Tent-only
Sites: 2. Hookups: Electric (30 amps), water,
sewer, modem access available in the front office.
Each Site: Picnic table, electrical outlet, water
faucet. Dump Station: Yes. Laundry: Yes (coin-
operated).An iron & ironing board are available
free of charge. Pay Phone: Yes. Rest Rooms and
Showers: Clean & modern rest room facilities are
available free of charge to all guests. Fuel: No.
Propane: No. Internal Roads: Gravel, well main-
tained. RV Service: In Wasilla 15 mi. away. Mar-
ket: Miller’s Place is located next to the
campground w/in easy walking distance. Items are
cheaper in Anchorage, but immediate needs can be
met here & fishing licenses are also available. Ice
cream fans will find the largest soft-serve cones in
Alaska. Restaurant: Hamburgers are available at
Miller’s Place. For more variety,The Houston
Lounge is located just down the road. General
Store: Miller’s Place stocks a variety of basic sup-
plies. Vending: Soft drink & candy machines &

newspapers are all vendable items in the Riverside
front office. One can also buy or trade from a large
variety of used books here. Swimming: No. Play-
ground: No. Other: There is a boat ramp & bank
access to the Little Susitna River, & horseshoe pits
on site. Activities: The 3rd Sat. of Aug. is Hous-
ton’s Annual Founder’s Day.This is a community
barbecue w/ games, activities, & the best fireworks
display you’ve ever witnessed! Nearby Attrac-
tions: This area of the state is famed for lake &
river fishing. Houston is also renowned for its fire-
works stores.

RESTRICTIONS

Pets: On leash only, must be cleaned up after.
Fires: Restricted to pit areas only. Alcoholic Bev-
erages: No restrictions. Vehicle Maximum
Length: None.

TO GET THERE

Take the Parks Hwy. to mi. 57.7. You cannot miss
the tiny strip of convenience shops and the large,
dark brown building w/ Riverside Camper Park
displayed above the front door.

NINILCHIK MAP, B-3

Scenic View RV Park

127 Sterling Hwy., Ninilchik 99639.
T: (907) 567-3909; www.scenicviewrv.com.

a ★★★ b ★★★

Beauty: ★★★★ Site Privacy: ★★

Spaciousness: ★★ Quiet: ★★★

Security: ★★★ Cleanliness: ★★★

Insect Control: ★★★ Facilities: ★★★

This campground is justly named. On a clear day,
the view of the famous mountain trio I.R.S.
(Iliamna, Redoubt, Spur) will remind you why you
came to Alaska. Although just off of the Sterling
Hwy., Scenic View feels more remote than other
RV Parks on the Kenai Peninsula, with very little
development in the surrounding area. Scenic View
would make a wonderful stopover on the way to
Homer, as well as offer a great rest stop for adven-
turers who want to try their hand at digging up
razor clams at the nearby Clam Gulch. Scenic
View Campground is located on a gently sloping
hill reaching downward toward the Cook Inlet. All
sites here are back-in, but larger vehicles can be
accommodated. There is about five to ten feet
between camping spots, and grass or shrub-covered
strips separate sites. Request a site next to the
ocean and away from the highway. Wherever you
end up, you’ll have an amazing view.

BASICS

Operated By: Ann Musarra. Open: May 15–
Sep. 1. Site Assignment: Reservations are
strongly suggested.A credit card number is
required to hold a spot & 1 night’s charge will be
applied to the card if cancellations are made w/in
24 hours. Registration: Office hours are from 7
a.m.–10 p.m. If you arrive after hours, occupy a
spot & find Ann in the morning to settle payment.
Fee: $12–$22 per night. Parking: At site.

FACILITIES

Number of RV Sites: 27. Number of Tent-only

Sites: Undesignated sites. Hookups: Electric (20,
30 amps), water, sewer, phone access. Each Site:
None. Dump Station: Yes. Laundry: Yes, coin
operated. Pay Phone: No, calling cards may be
used in the office. Rest Rooms and Showers:
Yes. Showers are clean but cost $2. Fuel: 6 mi. west
in Ninilchik. Propane: 6 mi. west in Ninilchik.
Internal Roads: Gravel & in good condition. RV
Service: In Ninilchik. Market: In Ninilchik.
Restaurant: In Ninilchik, ask at the front desk for
recommendations. General Store: No. Vending:
No. Swimming: No. Playground: No. Other:
There is a shared picnic & barbecue area at the
center of the campground. Activities: Fishing char-
ters for halibut & salmon can be arranged at the
front office. Nearby Attractions: Fishing, hunting,
& clamming are the main activities that draw travel-
ers to this area.The quaint Russian Orthodox town
of Ninilchik is just a 15-minute drive away, &
Homer, the famous “end-of-the-road” Alaskan town
is another hour beyond that.

RESTRICTIONS

Pets: No restrictions. Fires: Allowed. Alcoholic
Beverages: No restrictions. Vehicle Maximum
Length: None.

TO GET THERE

Take the Sterling Hwy. to mi. 127 and turn right
at the large Scenic View sign.

PALMER MAP, B-3

Mountain View RV Park

Mile 1 Smith Rd., Palmer 99645.
T: (907) 745-5747 or (800) 264-4582;
www.mtviewrvpark.com.

a ★★★ b ★★

Beauty: ★★★★ Site Privacy: ★
Spaciousness: ★★ Quiet: ★★★★

Security: ★★★ Cleanliness: ★★★

Insect Control: ★★★ Facilities: ★★★

We chose to feature this park because it is a bit off
the beaten path, and during busy times when other
RV parks are bursting at the seams, Mountain View
RV Park will likely be able to accommodate you
even at the last minute. This pleasant campground
is located three miles off the Glenn Hwy. in Palmer
and offers close and personal views of Marsh, Byers,
and Lazy Mountains. With spacious, grassy sites
and farms on either side, Mountain View RV Park
feels more like a stay in the country than a wilder-
ness getaway. Of course, one does have to overlook
the many trucks, cars, and engine parts stored
behind the campground office. Come here on the
Fourth of July, when the owners throw their barbe-
cue bash for the whole town, and you can join the
festivities for free. Mountain View RV Park consists
of mostly pull-through sites that easily accommo-
date all rigs. There are no trees on the campground,
as the owners say this keeps away insects. Anywhere
from five to ten feet separate the sites. We found
that sites 1–5 and 22–25 offered the best view of
the mountains and were conveniently located.

BASICS

Operated By: Red & Dee Starr. Open: May 1–
Oct. 1. Site Assignment: When possible it is best
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to make reservations. No deposit is required, but
please phone if you can’t make it. Usually, there is
also space for last-minute arrivals who haven’t
called in advance. Registration: Office hours are 8
a.m.–10 p.m. If you arrive after hours, a map w/
your site assignment will be posted on the door &
payment can be settled the next morning. Fee:
$20–$22 per night.This includes showers. Senior &
Good Sam discounts available. Parking: At site.

FACILITIES

Number of RV Sites: 119. Hookups: Electric
(30 amps), water, sewer. Each Site: Picnic table.
Dump Station: Yes. Laundry: Yes, coin operated.
Pay Phone: Yes. Rest Rooms and Showers:
Yes, 8 separate rest rooms & showers. Fuel: At
Tesoro 3 mi. away. Propane: At Tesoro. Internal
Roads: Gravel, good condition. RV Service: 10
mi. away in Wasilla. Market: A Carrs/Safeway is
located 4 mi. away on the Glenn Hwy.The farm
adjacent the campground (Arctic Organics) sells
freshly picked produce every Fri. from 5–7 p.m.
Restaurant: Several in Palmer.Ask for suggestions
at the front office. General Store: No. Vending:
Newspaper dispensers located by the office.
Swimming: No. Playground: No. Other: There
is a covered picnic & grill area in the center of the
campground. Activities: A 4th of July grill party is
hosted on the grounds. It is free to guests. Nearby
Attractions: The campground owner operates a
boat tour to the Knik Glacier that is reputed to be
the best new attraction in South Central Alaska.
The Palmer reindeer farm is also very near. If you
arrive on Labor Day weekend, the Alaska State
Fairgrounds are only a few mi. away. Brochures of
other local charters & tours can be found at the
front office.

RESTRICTIONS

Pets: On leash only; must be supervised. Fires:
Not allowed except in the community campfire
area. Alcoholic Beverages: No restrictions. Vehi-
cle Maximum Length: None.

TO GET THERE

Take the Glenn Hwy. to Palmer and turn east at
the Old Glenn Hwy. stoplight (also called Arctic
St.). There is a Tesoro station on the corner to use
for a landmark. Go 2.8 mi. on the Old Glenn
Hwy., over the Matanuska River, and look for the
Mtn. View RV Park Sign. Turn left at the sign
(Smith St.) and follow this road around a sharp
right turn. You will see the campground off to the
left. For travelers coming from Anchorage, be sure
not to take the 1st Old Glenn Hwy. Exit you see.
Go all the way to Palmer, through the Parks Hwy.
intersection, and the next light will be the Old
Glenn Hwy. access point you’re looking for.

SEWARD MAP, B-3

Bear Creek RV Park

33508 Lincoln St., Seward 99664.
T: (907) 224-5725; www.bearcreekrv.com.

a ★★ b ★★

Beauty: ★★★ Site Privacy: ★
Spaciousness: ★★ Quiet: ★★★

Security: ★★★ Cleanliness: ★★★

Insect Control: ★★ Facilities: ★★

Just off the Seward Hwy., six-and-a-half miles
before you arrive in the town of Seward, Bear
Creek Campground offers the only full-hookup
camping on the south side of the Kenai Peninsula.
The campground itself is not much more than an
expansive gravel lot carved out of spruce forest, but
the Kenai Mountains are in view, and pristine Bear
Lake is within walking distance. This campground
is a less crowded alternative for travelers who want
to avoid the throngs of RVs and tourists in Seward,
particularly during the fishing months of June,
July, and August. However, despite the camp-
ground’s generally tranquil location, be forewarned
of the early morning train that whistles when pass-
ing Bear Creek Rd.

BASICS

Operated By: Owned & operated by Lynn
Hettick. Open: All year. Site Assignment: Reser-
vations accepted w/ a credit card or just show up.
Reservations especially recommended for July 4.
Registration: At office that is well marked & open
8 a.m.–10 p.m. If you arrive after hours, simply
choose a site & settle payment the following day.
Fee: Full hookups, $31. Parking & facility use w/out
hookup, $28.Tent sites, $21. MC & D accepted.
Good Sam,AAA,AARP, & military receive 10% dis-
count. Parking: At site.

FACILITIES

Number of RV Sites: 68. Hookups: Electric (30
amps), water, sewer, cable TV, phone (long term
camping). Each Site: Picnic table, electrical outlet,
water faucet, cable hookup (some have fire pits,
but campground is currently in a “no fire” zone).
Dump Station: Yes. Laundry: Yes, coin oper-
ated. Pay Phone: Yes. Modem in office. Rest
Rooms and Showers: Yes. Fuel: 0.5 mi. away.
Propane: Yes. Internal Roads: Gravel. RV Ser-
vice: Yes. Market: Eagle/Safeway in Seward; open
24 hours. Restaurant: Several in Seward; ask for
sample menus in the office. General Store: Con-
venience shop & liquor store on site. Vending:
No. Swimming: No, but if you’re brave & like
cold water you can jump into Bear Lake. Play-
ground: Yes. Other: Inquire at campground. Shut-
tles to & from Glacier tours. Activities: Jet-ski
rentals available at the gas station. Nearby
Attractions: Explore the nearby fishing weir &
watch the spawning red salmon in Aug.

RESTRICTIONS

Pets: No restrictions. Fires: Dependent on Dept.
of Forestry restrictions. Alcoholic Beverages:
Allowed. Vehicle Maximum Length: None.

TO GET THERE

Take the Seward Hwy. to mi. 6.5 (mileposts mark
the entire highway) and begin looking for the
large blue-and-white sign showing Bear Creek
Campground w/ an arrow directing you to Bear
Creek Rd. Follow Bear Creek Rd. 0.5 mi. over the
railroad tracks, past Gary’s Gas, and around the
bend. The campground is clearly marked on the
right side of the road.

SEWARD MAP, B-3

Waterfront Park

Camp Management, P.O. Box 167, Seward
99664.T: (907) 224-4055; www.seward.net.

a ★★★ b ★★★★

Beauty: ★★★★★ Site Privacy: ★
Spaciousness: ★★ Quiet: ★★

Security: ★★ Cleanliness: ★★

Insect Control: ★★★ Facilities: ★★★

This sprawling campground spans almost the
entire Seward waterfront, and it’s probably one of
the most popular RV destinations on the Kenai
Peninsula. Visitors will understand why when they
arrive; the panoramic views of the Kenai Moun-
tains and Resurrection Bay are breathtaking, and
the variety of activities within walking distance
from this campground will make you want to
schedule more than one night here. Waterfront
Park is always active with the hustle and bustle of
tourists, and there is very little distance or privacy
between RVs. However, you will be too busy sight-
ing bald eagles, looking for whale spouts, and
enjoying the ever-changing sunlight in the moun-
tains to notice the crowds. Make reservations for a
waterside campsite (sites 12–82 are best), and then
bring your walking shoes and take the scenic paved
trail either to the Small Boat Harbor, where you
can watch the fisherman bring in their daily cache,
or to downtown, where shopping and dining are
bountiful.

BASICS

Operated By: The City of Seward. Open: Apr.
15–Sep. 30. Site Assignment: Reservations can
be made for caravans of 10 or more vehicles only.
Everyone else is first come, first served. Spaces fill
up quickly on the 4th of July & for the Silver
Salmon Derby the 2nd week of Aug. Registration:
Occupy a site & return to an entrance w/in 15
minutes to fill out a fee envelope & settle payment.
Tear the stub off the envelope & make sure it is
visible through your RV windshield or on the front
of your tent. Fee: $17 hookups, $12 dry camping,
$8 tents. Parking: At site or extra parking on
road.

FACILITIES

Number of RV Sites: 400. Number of Tent-
only Sites: 50. Hookups: Electric (20, 30, 50
amps), water (98 sites). Each Site: None. Dump
Station: Yes. Laundry: No, but there is a laundro-
mat on C & 4th Ave. Pay Phone: Yes, in the
shower house, at the Harbor Master’s Office, or at
City Hall. Rest Rooms and Showers: There are
flush toilets in 3 locations & a shower house in the
center of the campground (make sure & have $2
worth of quarters, as there are no change
machines). Fuel: Essential One on the Seward
Hwy. in Seward. Propane: At Bay City Motors on
3rd Ave. or at the Seward Hwy. Essential One sta-
tion. Internal Roads: Gravel roads that become
somewhat pitted during the rainy months of Jul. &
Aug. RV Service: At Bay City Motors on 3rd Ave.
Market: Eagle Grocery is a 24-hour market just
off the highway when you arrive in Seward.
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Restaurant: There are several to choose from.
Try Ray’s in the Small Boat Harbor for dinner or
check out the baked goods at the Ranting Raving
on 4th Ave. for breakfast. General Store: 4th Ave.
has all varieties of gift & supply shops. Vending:
No. Swimming: No. Playground: Yes. Other:
There are 2 large picnic pavilions, a baseball dia-
mond, a sand volleyball court, a scenic gazebo, & a
paved walkway lined w/ placards showcasing
Seward’s history & geography.The public boat ramp
is adjacent to the campground. Activities: Inquire
at campground. Nearby Attractions: Fishing, gla-
cier boat cruises, hiking, shopping, sled dog rides.
Information booths are available downtown, at the
Small Boat Harbor, or at the Chamber of Com-
merce Visitors Center just off the Seward Hwy.
before you get to town. Call (907) 224-8051.

RESTRICTIONS

Pets: On 6-ft. leash. Fires: Fire pits only. Alcoholic
Beverages: No alcoholic beverages allowed. Vehi-
cle Maximum Length: No limit, back-in sites
only.

TO GET THERE

Take the Seward Hwy. to the town of Seward.
When the speed limit drops to 20 mph, the
Seward Hwy. becomes 3rd Ave. Take 3rd Ave. to
D St. and turn left. D St. turns into Ballaine St.
and this street parallels the entire campground.
There are several well-marked entrances on Bal-
laine St.

SOLDOTNA MAP, B-3

Centennial Park
Municipal Campground

349 Centennial Park Rd., Soldotna 99669.
T: (907) 262-3151; www.ci.soldotna.ak.us.

a ★★ b ★★★

Beauty: ★★ Site Privacy: ★★★★

Spaciousness: ★★★ Quiet: ★★

Security: ★★★ Cleanliness: ★★

Insect Control: ★★ Facilities: ★★

If you are going to Alaska to fish, you might as well
head straight for Centennial Park Municipal
Campground in Soldotna. Located directly on the
Kenai River, this campground includes a popular
fishwalk where guests can cast for dolly vardens,
red salmon, and king salmon within walking dis-
tance from their campsite. Be careful not to tell too
many friends about this coveted fishing hole, since
it is a favored area for locals and annually returning
guests. Evenings at this campground are lively as
fisherman fry up their daily catch and talk about
“the one that got away.” Centennial Park consists
of a series of winding loops and is snugly tucked
into a forest of spruce and birch. Vehicles of all
sizes can be accommodated, but some of the curves
will be a bit tight for larger RVs, and all sites are
back-ins. Riverside sites are far superior to the
inland ones. Campsites on the water include sites
6, 7, 9, 21, 23, 24, 25, 27–31, 84, 86, 88, 91, 93,
95, 97, 98, 100, and 102.

BASICS

Operated By: City of Soldotna Parks & Recre-

ation. Open: May 1–Oct. 1. If there is snow before
Oct., the campground closes early. Site Assign-
ment: Reservations are not accepted at this camp-
ground. Come early in the day to obtain a site.
Registration: Choose a site from a map available
at the registration area upon arrival, & pay before
setting up camp.The registration booth is usually
manned 24/7 during the high tourist season, but
hours of operation are not set at the beginning &
end of season (drop box available). Fee: RVs &
tents $11 a night; $5 day-use fee; $7 charge for boat
launch. Parking: Cars can be kept at the site. Boat
trailers are parked in a designated parking area.

FACILITIES

Number of RV Sites: 180. Number of Tent-
only Sites: 14. Hookups: Water available at 2
campground well houses. Each Site: Picnic table,
fire grate. Dump Station: 2 available on site, but
the fee is $10. However, dumping is free of charge
w/ a fuel purchase at the Soldotna Tesoro or
Chevron. Laundry: No. Pay Phone: Yes. Rest
Rooms and Showers: Several pit toilets. Fuel: In
Soldotna. Propane: In Soldotna. Internal Roads:
Gravel, average condition. RV Service: In Sol-
dotna. Market: Fred Meyers & Safeway in Sol-
dotna. Stock up on food items here as prices will
be higher everywhere else on the Kenai Peninsula.
Restaurant: All varieties in Soldotna. General
Store: Snacks available at information booth.
Vending: Soft drink machines available at the cov-
ered picnic area; ice & newspapers can be pur-
chased at the entrance. Swimming: No.
Playground: No. Other: A covered picnic area
can accommodate large groups. Activities: There
is a public boat launch & angler walk at the end of
the campground.A small hut in the parking lot con-
tains several brochures highlighting local charters &
tours. Coffee can be purchased here for $1.
Nearby Attractions: Fishing is definitely the high-
light here, but non-anglers can inquire about other
attractions at the Kenai Peninsula Visitor Center
located on the Sterling Hwy. Call (907) 262-1337.

RESTRICTIONS

Pets: On leash only. Fires: In the designated fire
grates only. Firewood is for sale at the entrance.
Alcoholic Beverages: No restrictions. Vehicle
Maximum Length: None.

TO GET THERE

Take the Sterling Hwy. through Soldotna to mi.
96. Here you will see the junction for Kalifornsky
Beach Rd. Take this road west 0.1 mi. (just follow
the vehicles pulling boats). You won’t miss that
campground sign on the right side of the road.

VALDEZ MAP, B-3

Bayside RV Park

P.O. Box 466,Valdez 99686.T: (907) 835-4425 or
(888) 835-4425; baysiderv.homestead.com.

a ★★★ b ★★

Beauty: ★★★★★ Site Privacy: ★
Spaciousness: ★★ Quiet: ★★★

Security: ★★★ Cleanliness: ★★★★

Insect Control: ★★★ Facilities: ★★★★

Bayside RV Park is set amongst several other RV
parks in Valdez, but this campground stands out
for its cleanliness, friendly atmosphere, and water-
front campsites. Chuck Dennis, a retired Alaskan
who does a lot of RVing himself, started this busi-
ness as a way to meet people from around the
world. If you’re looking for information about the
surrounding area, or are just in the mood to chat
with someone, Chuck is the man to talk to. Bay-
side RV Park is basically an open gravel lot, but it’s
set on the edge of tranquil Prince William Sound
with 360º views of the Chugach mountains. The
campground is within walking distance from all
the major attractions, and local tours can be
booked directly through Chuck. There are no trees
at this campground, so privacy is minimal, but this
is the case at most RV parks in Valdez. At Bayside,
the availability of full-hookup sites (plus cable)
coupled with unlimited hot showers make this
campground a welcome sight after driving the
somewhat grueling Richardson Hwy. We preferred
the waterside sites, odd numbers 1–41. Sites
45–66 are closer to the highway and tend to be a
bit noisier. Both back-ins and pull-throughs camp-
sites are available, and all size rigs can be accom-
modated.

BASICS

Operated By: Charles C Dennis. Open: May 1–
Oct. 10, later if weather allows. Site Assignment:
Reservations are recommended, particularly in Jun.,
Jul., & Aug. However, visitors are also welcome to
just show up. If a campsite w/ hookups is not avail-
able, Chuck will still find space for you. Registra-
tion: Payments should be made at the front office
prior to going to your site. If you will not arrive
during office hours (8 a.m.–10 p.m.), find an open
space & pay in the morning. Fee: RV, $17–$25; tent,
$17. Showers are included w/ all prices. Parking:
At site.

FACILITIES

Number of RV Sites: 100. Hookups: Electric
(20, 30, 50 amps), water, sewer, cable TV, Internet.
Each Site: Picnic table. Dump Station: Yes.
Laundry: Yes, $1.50 for washers & driers. Change
is available at campground office. Pay Phone: Yes,
2. Rest Rooms and Showers: Home-style rest
rooms have recently been installed & offer handi-
cap accessible showers that are included w/ the
camping price. Fuel: At Tesoro station across the
street. Propane: Yes. Internal Roads: Gravel. RV
Service: In Valdez. Sometimes Chuck’s brother is
on site & available to help w/ mechanical problems.
Market: At Eagle Grocery 1 block away (5 a.m.–
midnight. Restaurant: The Totem Restaurant is
just across the street & is reputed to have the best
breakfast in Valdez. General Store: No. Vending:
Soft drinks & newspaper dispensers on site;
microwave & coffeemaker in office. Swimming:
No. Playground: No. Other: Public boat ramp
0.25 mi. away. Activities: Canyon rides, fishing
trips. Nearby Attractions: Visit the Valdez Visitor
Center for an assortment of handouts & brochures
regarding the surrounding area. Additional Infor-
mation: www.alaska.net/~bayside1.

RESTRICTIONS

Pets: No restrictions. Fires: Allowed. Alcoholic
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