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1 Frommer’s Favorite South Florida Experiences
• Driving along Florida A1A: This

oceanfront route, which runs north
up Miami Beach, through Sunny
Isles and Hollywood, and into Fort
Lauderdale (starting at Ocean Dr.
and First St. in Miami and merging
onto Collins Ave. before running
north), embodies the essence that is
South Florida. From time-warped
hotels steeped in Art Deco kitsch to
multimillion-dollar modern high-
rises, A1A is one of the most scenic,
albeit heavily trafficked, roads in all
of Florida.

• South Beach Nightlife: If you can
handle it, you can boogie down until
the sun comes up in cavernous, pul-
sating dance clubs, which are consid-
ered amongst the best in the world.
Lounges aren’t too shabby either.
There’s Privé, where the likes of Jes-
sica Simpson, Janet Jackson and Paris
Hilton, Kid Rock, Courtney Love
and members of Mötley Crüe mix
with a colorful crowd of local and
international hipsters and then there’s
Skybar, Prive, Mansion, Opium,
the Setai, The Forge, and, well the
list goes on. Where else can us ordi-
nary folk brush elbows with—or spill
Cosmopolitans on—Hollywood star-
lets, entertainment moguls, and liv-
ing legends but in South Beach’s hot
clubs, bars, and restaurants, many of
which don’t get going until the crack
of dawn? See chapter 9 for more on
Miami’s nightlife.

• Airboat Ride through the Outskirts
of the Everglades: Unfettered by jet
skis, cruise ships, and neon bikinis,
the Everglades are Florida’s outback,
resplendent in their swampy nature.
The Everglades are best explored
either by slow-moving canoes that
really get you acquainted with your
surroundings or via an airboat that

can quickly navigate its way through
the most stubborn of saw grass while
providing you with an up-close and
personal (as well as fun) view of the
land’s inhabitants, from alligators and
manatees to raccoons and Florida
panthers. See p. 248.

• Dining at Big Fish Restaurant on
the Miami River: Some consider
dining on the Miami River to be
industrial chic; others consider it
seedy in a Miami Vice sort of way.
However you choose to look at it, by
all means do look at it; the sleepy
Miami River is nestled below the
sweeping downtown Miami skyline,
reminding you that even though
you’re in a major metropolis, things
in this often-frenetic city are capable
of slowing down to a more soothing
pace. See p. 152.

• Vizcaya Museum and Gardens:
Built in 1916, this Italian Renais-
sance–style manse on Biscayne Bay in
Miami features 34 rooms of antiques,
art, and tapestries; 10 acres of Italian
gardens, statues, and fountains; a new
orchid display; and a picture-perfect
view of the skyline and Key Biscayne.
See p. 184.

• Wolfie Cohen’s Rascal House: You
will wait in line at Miami Beach’s
landmark diner, but it’s never dull, as
the cacophony of mostly Northeast-
ern U.S. accents will keep you enter-
tained until you are seated in what
seems to be an ancient vinyl booth.
The octogenarian waitress will serve
you corned-beef sandwiches, brisket,
or potato pancakes, and, if you’re
lucky, she may tell you about the time
Sinatra and his Rat Pack came in way
back when. See p. 146.

• Moonlight Concerts at the Barna-
cle State Historic Site: Once a
month, on or near the full moon
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