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A
Abortion, 94
Abstellung, 70–71
Abuse, 87, 119, 120, 184, 203–204
Actions, “Rules of a Godly Life” on, 

218–223
Activism, xiv, 203. See also 

Nonresistance
Acts, 72; 1:12-26, 8; 5:29, 203; 

24:16, 220
Adam and Eve, 153
Addiction, 84, 204
Affi liations: defi nition of, 197; 

diversity among, 198–200
Age(s): mingling of different, 

120–122; seating according to, 
63–64

Alcohol abuse, 84, 204
Almanac, 139–140
Alms collection, 77–78
Alternative therapies, 170–171
Amish: diversity among, xvii, 

198–199; geographic 
concentrations of, 196, 197, 
198; “green,” 149–150; historical 
origins of, 19–25, 47–48, 
195–196; immigration of, 
to North America, 196; 
imperfections of, 203–204; 
national steering committee of, 
203; occupations of, 201–202; 

population growth of, 197–198; 
social/governmental organization 
of, 196–197; strengths of, 204

Amish Grace: How Forgiveness 

Transcended Tragedy (Kraybill, Nolt, 
Weaver-Zercher), xi

Amish Society (Hostetler), 156–157
Amish way: applicability of, to 

modern world, 181–192; benefi ts 
of, 182–185; cost-benefi t analysis 
of, 182–188; costs of, 185–187, 
189; learning from, 189–192. 
See also Spirituality, Amish

Ammann, J., 23, 24, 85, 195–196
“Amo-bashing,” 151–152, 160
Anabaptists: Amish division from, 

23–25, 195–196; history and 
persecution of, 19–23, 25, 47, 
169, 195–196

Animals: domestic, 143, 146–148; 
hunting, 145; treatment of, 
147–148. See also Cows; Horses

Anointing with oil, rite of, 
172–173

Appliances, 123–124, 125–126, 
129–130, 199. See also Material 
possessions; Technology

Art: accepted types of, 9; constraints 
on, 8–9

Astrology, 140
Augustine, 161
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Ausbund (hymnal): as the 
distinguishing Amish hymnal, 25, 
26; family use of, 113; singing 
style and, 59–62, 67; variants of, 
227n.14. See also Hymns

Avoidance. See Shunning

B
Baptism: adult, 20, 195; breach of 

vows of, 84–85; commitments of, 
50–51; percentage of teenagers 
who choose, 49; preparation 
for, 49; rejection of infant, 20, 
195; rite and meaning of, 49–51; 
teenagers’ choice of, 48–49

Barn raising, 78
Battery power, 129, 198, 199
Beachy, L., 88–89
Beachy, S. J., 88–89
Beards, 132
Beiler, A., 166, 169, 175, 176–177
Beiler, D., 153–154, 228n.6
Beiler, J. F., 56, 57–58
Beiler, M., 165–166, 173, 175, 

176–177
Beiler, M. A., 175, 176–177
Bellah, R., 32
Bench wagon, 62
Bender, S., 181–182, 183
“Bent-and-dent” stores, 134
Berry picking, 143
Beside Still Waters, 111
Bible: adhesion to authority of, 

18–19, 26, 41, 229n.9; King 
James, 18, 111, 228n.5; Luther’s 
German, 18, 65, 111, 228n.5; 
Ordnung’s relationship to, 53, 
56–57; reading and study of, 

41–42, 66–67, 111; review of 
history from, on Communion 
Sunday, 72–73; versions used, 17, 
18, 111. See also New Testament; 
Old Testament; individual book 

headings

Binford, H., 114–115
Binoculars, 144
Bird watching, 37, 144–145
Bishop: authority of, 55–56; 

in baptism rite, 49, 50; in 
communion rite, 73; consent of, 
to marry, 115; in disciplinary 
rituals, 82, 83; in minister 
selection, 52; and Ordnung, 
55–56; role of, 46

Bitterness, 158–159
Blank, A., 177–178
Blank, B., 127, 177–178
Boats, 145
Bookbinder, 4–5
Borkholder, A., 155–156
“Born again”: Amish “new birth” 

versus, 38–39, 228n.5; concept of, 
38, 39, 228n.5

Büchner’s German Concordance, 67
Buggies: as means of transportation, 

128, 199; new, 135; Ordnung 
guidelines for, 54–55; prohibition 
against passing others’, 36

Burial, 173–175
Business: insurance for, 231n.2; 

restrictions on size of, 6–7; trends 
and types of, 201–202

C
Cain, 138
Car accidents, 12–13, 157–158
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Car rides, 128–129
Card showers, 79, 176
Cars, 127–129, 199
Case for Christ, The (Strobel), 28
Cell phones, 200
Chambers, O., 111
Chanting, 60
Charity funds, 77–78
Childbirth, 78
Children, 93–105; adult, who leave 

the church, 95–96; choice of, to 
join the church, 47–48; connection 
of, with nature, 143–144; 
developmentally disabled, 94, 
166–168; disciplining, 99–101; 
grandparents and, 120–122; 
habit-forming practices for, 
104–105, 190; nonresistance 
instilled in, 154; obedience 
instilled in, 99–101, 105; 
patience instilled in, 35, 93–94, 
105; prayers and songs of, 97–98, 
113–114; raising, as sacred calling, 
94–97; religious values instilled 
in, 95–96, 97–98, 102–104; 
service attendance of, 93–94, 105; 
simplicity instilled in, 133–134; 
uffgevva instilled in, 35, 103; work 
discipline for, 
101–102, 124. See also Teenagers

Christenpfl icht, Die Ernsthafte 
(The Prayer Book for Earnest 
Christians): in Communion 
service, 73; contents of, 26; as 
the distinguishing Amish prayer 
book, 26; family readings from, 
108–109, 112; in last rite, 172; in 
restoration service, 83; in Sunday 

worship service, 67; on treatment 
of animals, 148; versions of, 
227n.16

Christianity: Amish spirituality 
situated in, 17–19, 24–25, 28; 
Anabaptist history in, 19–23, 
195; evangelical, 28, 38, 42–44, 
196; problem of evil in, 154–155; 
salvation in, 37–38, 39–40

Chupp, M., 5–6
Church directories, 33–34
Church discipline: disobedience 

and, 79–88; Dordrecht 
Confession and, 24; penalties 
of, 82; procedures for, 79–88; 
restoration and, 82–84, 88–89; 
submission to, 53–55. 
See also Disciplinary procedures; 
Ordnung

Church district. See Gmay

Church hopping, 45–46, 47
Church membership, 45–58; 

commitments of, 50–51; 
excommunication from, 84–85; 
marriage and, 115; outsider 
conversion to, 33, 43–44, 188, 
198; restoration to, 82–84, 
88–89; shunning and, 85–87; 
suspension of, 82, 83; voluntary 
nature of, 47–49. See also Gmay

Church purity, 24
Church wagon, 62
Church worship. See Communion; 

Sunday worship services
“Church-First Businesswoman” 

vignette, 6–7
Church-state separation, 20
City life, 138
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Clothing: mourning, 176; reusing, 
134; “Rules of a Godly Life” on, 
222; self-surrender in, 36–37; 
standard of plain, 131–133; 
wedding, 116, 117

College, 10, 186
Colossians 3:12-13, 67–68
Communion, 69–74; Five-Sunday 

sequence of preparation for, 
69–72; postponement of, 71; 
sermons for, 72–73; suffering 
of Christ and, 169; Sunday and 
service of, 69, 72–74; unity 
and harmony required for, 69, 
70–72

Community, Amish: baptism into, 
47–51; benefi ts of tight-knit, 184; 
cars as threat to, 128–129, 199; 
children in, 93–105; church as, 
45–58; closeness and 
comprehensiveness of, 33–34, 
184, 198; discipline in, 79–88; 
gender roles in, 117–120, 
186; “giving up” to, 34–36; 
importance of people and, 192; 
intergenerational relationships in, 
120–122; material possessions 
and, 123–136; mutual aid in, 
75–79; security of, 33, 76–77; 
spirituality and, 31–44, 58, 192; 
stability of, 204; weddings and, 
115–117; worship and, 59–74. 
See also Gmay

Computers, 130, 199–200
Confession: confi dentiality of, 82; 

of excommunicated members, 
86–87; of Ordnung violations, 80, 
81–82, 83; prior to communion, 

71–72; rejection of, by the 
nonrepentant, 84, 85

Confl icts: discipline and, 79–88; 
facing versus avoiding, 79–80; 
forgiveness and, 158–159; 
mainstream American approach 
to, 79–80; mending, prior to 
communion, 69, 70–72

Congregation. See Gmay

Construction work, 110, 202
Consumerism, 126–127, 135–136, 

191
Contentment: of Amish women, 

184; benefi ts of, 183–184, 
187; limits and, 187–188, 204; 
“Rules of a Godly Life” on, 211; 
simple living and, 133–135; in 
submission and obedience, 15, 44

Contraception, 94
Convenience, lack of, 186
Converts and conversion, 33, 

43–44, 188, 198
1 Corinthians: 1:3, 66; 3:19, 139; 

4:5, 217; 5:5, 85; 5:11, 86; 
6:14, 115; 6:17, 126; 7:11, 116; 
14:33,40, 70; 15:33, 218

2 Corinthians 9:7, 222
Corporal punishment, 87, 99–101
Costco, 135
Council Meeting, 69, 70–72, 86, 

119, 206
Court trials: participation in, 

162–163; silence in, 152, 156
Cows, 146, 147, 200, 201; grass-fed, 

149–150
Creation, 139, 147
Crime, 151–152, 160, 162–163, 204
Crucifi xion, 70, 73, 156, 169
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D
Dairies, 147, 149–150, 201
David, King, 210, 222
Dawdyhauses (grandparent houses), 

77, 120, 173
Day Christ Died, The, 67
Deacon: as charity overseer, 77; 

role of, 46
Death: beliefs about, 12; forgiveness 

for accidental, 12–13, 157–158; 
funerals and, 173–175; God’s 
providence in, 177–178; grieving, 
166, 175–178; at home, 173; 
last rite prior to, 172–173; life 
support and, 12, 171; mutual aid 
in, 174; in nature, 146–147

De-electrifi cation: church 
requirement for, 11–12; costs of, 
11. See also Electricity

Depression: rates of, 184; singing as 
antidote to, 113–115

“Desiderata,” 27
Deuteronomy: 5:32,33, 210; 

6:6,7, 220
Developmental disability, 

166–168
Diary, The, 141, 144–145
Die Botshaft, 171
Die Ernsthafte Christenpfl icht. 

See Christenpfl icht, Die Ernsthafte

“Die Kinder Zucht” (“The Upbringing 
of the Child”), 95

Directories, church, 33–34
Disabilities: attitudes toward, 

166–168; children with 
developmental, 94, 166–168; 
fl exibility in rules for people 
with, 58

Disciplinary procedures: for adults, 
79–88; for children, 99–101. 
See also Church discipline; 
Ordnung

Dishwashers, 123, 124
Disobedience: costs of, 185; evil 

and, 152–153; procedures 
addressing, 79–88, 99

District. See Gmay

Divorce, 79, 116, 120, 203, 204
Domestic violence, 119, 120
Dordrecht Confession of 

Faith (“Eighteen Articles”), 
229n.9; contents of, 24; as a 
distinguishing Amish text, 25, 
26; excommunication and, 24, 
85; on footwashing, 73–74; 
on nonresistance, 154; review 
of, prior to baptism, 49; on 
separation from the world, 161; 
versions and sources of, 227n.12

Dress. See Clothing
Drug abuse, 204
Dying, last rite in, 172–173. See also 

Death

E
Easter, 69
Education: in Amish schools, 41, 

102–104; eighth-grade cap on, 5, 
9–10; informal religious, 95–96, 
97–98, 102–103; limited options 
for, 104–105, 186; state legal 
challenge to, 156; U.S. Supreme 
Court case on, 5n, 163. See also 
Schools

“Eighteen Articles.” See Dordrecht 
Confession of Faith
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Elderly care, 77, 78, 120–122, 173
Electricity: alternatives to, 129–130, 

198, 199; de-electrifi cation and, 
11–12; fragmentation peril of, 
129; nature and, 138; prohibition 
against, 11–12, 129–130, 199, 
200; for special needs, 58

Emergency medical units, 202
Energy sources, alternative, 

129–130, 198, 199. See also 
Electricity

English, the. See Mainstream society; 
Outsiders

Ephesians: 4:29,30, 214; 5:4,6, 214; 
5:23, 117; 5:25, 120

Epiphany, 111
Esh, M., 141
Ethnic diversity, 103, 187
Evangelism, 28, 38, 42–44, 196
Evil, 151–163; Amish responses to, 

151–152, 153–154; Christian 
debate over, 154–155; of city life, 
138; forgiveness and, 157–160; 
God’s providence and, 154–156; 
judgment and, 160–162, 163; 
problem of, 152–156; roots of, 
152–153; of the world, 126–127, 
135–136, 161–162

Evolutionary theory, 139
Example, teaching by: for children, 

96–97, 104–105; of Ordnung, 
55; versus verbal evangelism, 
42–44

Excommunication: for attending 
college, 10; Dordrecht Confession 
and, 24, 85; parental attitudes 
toward, 86–87; return from, 
86–88; shunning after, 85–87; 

for unpardoned Ordnung 
violations, 80, 84–85

Exodus 20:4, 9
Ezekiel 3:18, 221

F
Face pictures, taboo on, 9
Factory work, 202
Families: domestic violence in, 

119, 120; employment and, 110, 
201–202; extended nature of, 
120–122, 173; fathers as leaders 
of, 109, 117–120; fi nancial 
responsibility of, 77–78; gender 
roles in, 117–120, 186; in Gmays, 
47; life of, 107–122; nature and, 
143–144; prayer and scriptural 
reading in, 41, 107–111, 
112–113, 118; shunning within, 
86; singing in, 113–115; size of, 
198; Sunday routines of, 
112–113; as Sunday worship 
hosts, 46, 62–64. See also Children

Family Life, 40, 42, 144, 147, 159
“Family That Accepts Death” 

vignette, 12
Farmers’ markets, 110
Farming, 102, 140–142, 146–148, 

201; organic/sustainable, 141, 
149–150

Fasting, 111
Fishing, 145
Footwashing, 73–74
Forgiveness: of assailants, 151–152, 

158; for fatal car accidents, 
12–13, 157–158; in order to be 
forgiven, 159–162; outsiders’ 
reactions to, xi, 37, 44, 158; 
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pardon versus, 160; of persecutors, 
22; prior to communion, 70–71, 
72; “Rules of a Godly Life” on, 
212; as a struggle, 158–159

Fragmentation threat: of cars, 128; 
of electricity, 129

Freedom of choice: benefi ts of giving 
up, 187–188; costs of giving up, 
185, 187–188; to join the church, 
47–49

Freedom of religion, 163
Frugality, 133–135
Fundraising, 77–78
Funerals, 173–175, 238n.8

G
Galatians 6, 216
Games and sports, 37, 113, 143, 

145, 146
Garden of Eden, 153
Gardens, 36–37, 142
Gelassenheit: in response to death, 

175; in response to evil, 163; 
silence and, 156; simple lifestyle 
and, 133–135; spirit of, 60; in 
worship, 60, 61, 64. See also God’s 
will and providence

Gender: roles, 117–120; seating 
according to, 63–64

Generational intermingling, 120–122
Genesis, 70; 1, 139; 1:26, 147; 2, 

139; 3:19, 101; 4, 138
Geographical proximity, 4–5
German language use: in funerals, 

174; in hymns, 60; in songs, 113; 
in Sunday worship services, 65

Giving up (uffgevva): to achieve 
harmony for communion, 71; 

to being selected as a minister, 
51–53; children’s training in, 
35, 103; to community, 34–37; 
defi ned, 35; of dress preferences, 
131; forgiveness and, 158; in 
preaching, 35, 66, 67; of self, 
34–37; sin and, 81; struggle of, 
14–15, 35. See also Gelassenheit

Gmay (church district): children in, 
93–105; composition and size of, 
46–47; decision to join, 
47–49; defi nition of, 196–197; 
disciplinary procedures of, 79–88; 
ensuring harmony in, 69, 70–72; 
excommunication from, 84–87; 
gender roles in, 117–120, 186; 
intergenerational relationships 
in, 120–122; joining the, 45–58, 
188; lack of privacy in, 33–34, 
79–80, 186–187; leaders of, 46, 
197; material possessions and, 
123–136; mutual aid in, 75–79; 
Ordnung of, 53–55; shopping and 
services within, 134; variations 
among, 54; weddings in, 
115–117; worship in, 59–74

God: forgiveness of, 159–162; 
judgment of, 160–162, 163; 
Kingdom of, 
162–163, 164; love of, 177–178; 
nature and, 139; triune, 18

“God Is Love” (“Gott ist die Liebe”), 98
God’s will and providence: death 

and, 177–178; evil and, 154–156, 
160–162; illness and, 155–156, 
170; in nature, 139–140, 141, 
143–144, 147, 149–150; 
nonresistance and, 154–156, 
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God’s will and providence: (continued ) 
162; and reliance on Ordnung, 56; 
silence and, 156–157; suffering 
and, 156–157; surrender to, 
34–36, 56, 60, 187. See also 
Gelassenheit

Golden Rule, 103, 148
Good Friday, 111
“Gott ist die Liebe” (“God Is Love”), 98
Government, Amish relationships 

with, 160–163, 203, 231n.2
Grace: Amish versus non-Amish views 

of, 39–41, 57–58; obedience and, 
57–58

Grandchildren, 120–122
Grandparents: Dawdyhauses for, 77, 

120, 173; presence of, 120–122
“Green” Amish, 149–150
Green Field Farms, 149
Gregorian chant, 60
Grieving, 166, 175–178
Grudges, 158–159

H
Habits, practice and, 104–105, 190
Habits of the Heart (Bellah), 32
Happenings of the Bible, 67
Harmony, ensuring, for communion, 

69, 70–72
Harmony singing, 114
Health care: insurance prohibitions, 

75–77, 202–203, 231n.2; mutual 
aid and, 75–78. See also Illness; 
Medical headings

Hearse, 174
Heartland Hymns, 114
“Heaven’s Special Child,” 168
Hebrews, 205; 12:11, 100

Herbal remedies, 171
Hero, Western ideal of, 31–32
Hiking, 145–146
History: of the Amish, 23–25, 47–

48, 195–196; Amish respect for, 
56–57, 191–192; of Anabaptists, 
19–23, 47, 195

Hobbies, 37
Holmes County, Ohio, 197
Holy Communion Sunday, 69, 

72–74. See also Communion
Holy kiss, 50, 73
Homeopathy, 170
“Homespun Scholar” vignette, 4–5
Horses, 128, 135, 141, 142, 

147–148
Hospice, 172–173
Hospitalization, 171–172
Hostetler, J. A., 156–157
Hugging, 120
Humility: art and, 9; in Council 

Meeting, 70; deference to others 
and, 35–36; in dress, 131–133; 
with material possessions, 
133–135; in preaching, 35, 66; 
“Rules of a Godly Life” on, 211

Hunting, 135, 145
Hurricane Katrina, 43
Hydraulic power, 54, 130
Hymnals, 25, 52, 114. See also 

Ausbund

Hymns, 25; family singing of, 113; 
fi rst, in worship service, 60; at 
funerals, 174; in schools, 102; 
second, in worship service, 
60–61, 64; singing of, 59–62, 67, 
68, 230n.1; at weddings, 116. 
See also Ausbund

Index.indd   256Index.indd   256 7/23/10   3:23:53 PM7/23/10   3:23:53 PM



Index

257

I
“Ich hab ein Freund” (I have a 

friend . . . 98
Idleness: “Rules of a Godly Life” on, 

101, 221–222; teaching children 
to avoid, 101–102, 124

Idols, prohibition of, 9
Illness: anointing-with-oil rite for, 

172–173; congenital, 166–167; 
natural remedies for, 170–171; 
submission to God’s providence and, 
155–156, 170; support for people 
with, 78–79. See also Disabilities; 
Health care; Medical headings

Imitation of Christ, The (à Kempis), 209
Immunization, 171
In Meiner Jugend: A Devotional Reader 

in German and English, 209
“In the Rifted Rock I’m Resting,” 114
In vitro fertilization, 171
Indiana, Amish settlements in, 196, 

197, 198
Individual expression, areas of, 36–37
Individualism: Amish communalism 

versus, 32–44; of contemporary 
spirituality, 32, 38, 45–46; in-
depth spiritual study and, 41–42; 
Western ideal of, 31–32

Industrial Revolution, 196
Insurance prohibitions, 75–77, 

202–203, 231n.2
Internet use, 130, 199
Ivverich und Ender (Odds and Ends), 171

J
James: 3:6, 214; 5:14, 172
Jesus Christ: Amish as followers of, 

18; nonresistance of, 153–154, 

156–157; review of life of, on 
Communion Sunday, 73; simple 
living of, 124; suffering of, 169; 
surrender of, 35

“Jesus Liebt die Kleine Kinder” 
(“Jesus Loves the Little 
Children”), 98

Jewelry, 132
Jezebel, 222
John, 38n; 3, 69; 3:3,7, 228; 3:3,16, 

38, 40; 13:1-20, 73
1 John 2:15, 126
Joshua 24:15, 221
Judgment: criminal justice system 

and, 160, 162–163; leaving, to 
God, 160–162, 163; refraining 
from, 152

Judicial system, state, 160

K
Keillor, G., 187
Kempis, T. à, 192
King, E., 238n.8
King, L., 12–13
King, M.L.K., Jr., xiv
2 Kings 9:30-37, 221
Kitchen table, 112
Kline, D., 143–144, 145–146, 

147–148, 150
Kline, P., 34, 35, 36, 49, 60, 64, 65, 

67, 132, 133
Kneeling, 50, 109, 112

L
Labor unions, 157
LaGrange County, Indiana, 197
Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, 197
Larson, S., 32
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Last Child in the Woods: Saving Our 

Children from Nature-Defi cit Disorder 
(Louv), 143

Last Supper, 73
Law, W., 209
Leadership: of family, 109, 117–120; 

of Gmay, 46. See also Bishop; 
Deacon; Ministers

“Learning from the Tourists,” 44
Lectionary, Amish: content of, 65, 

67, 205; of Lancaster County, 
Pennsylvania, 205–207; in Raber’s 

Almanac, 139–140; sample, 205–
207; use of, 65, 66, 69

LED lights, 129, 199
Leviticus 19:27, 132
Life Application Study Bible, 67
Life’s Special Sunbeams, 167
Life-support systems, 12, 171
Light in the Shadow of Death (Beiler), 

166, 169
Limits: contentment and, 187–188, 

204; costs of, 186–187; respect 
for, 186, 204

Litigation: participation in, 
162–163; refusal of, 152, 153

Loblied (praise hymn), 60–61, 64, 
98, 105

Lord’s Prayer: children’s learning 
of, 97; family recitations of, 108, 
109–110; forgiveness and, 159; 
at funerals, 174–175; God’s will 
and, 155, 156, 174–175; primacy 
of, 26, 110–111

Lord’s Supper. See Communion
Lost Creek Shoe Shop, 144
Lots, drawing, to select ministers, 

7–8, 51–53

Louv, R., 143
“Love Divine, All Loves 

Excelling,” 114
Lucado, M., 28
Luke: 15:11-32, 82; 23:34, 22
Lust Gärtlein, 26–27, 71–72, 

112, 209. See also “Rules of a 
Godly Life”

Luther, M., 18, 65, 111, 228n.5
Lutherans, 26, 28, 182, 209

M
Machine shops, 130
Mainstream society: Amish 

resistance to, xiv, 14, 135–136, 
191; applicability of Amish 
values to, 181–192; cars in, 128; 
clothing fashions in, 132–133; 
confl ict avoidance in, 79–80; 
consumerist/materialistic, 
126–127, 135–136, 191; 
contemporary spirituality in, 32, 
38, 45–46; individualistic, versus 
Amish communalism, 31–37, 38, 
44, 45–46; overload of choices 
in, 188; popular culture and, 
127; speediness of, 128, 191; 
stress of, 183. See also Outsiders; 
Outsiders’ perceptions

Mark 4:25, 214
Marriage: affection in, 120; husbands 

as decision makers in, 117–120; 
problems in, 203, 204; vows 
of, 116, 234n.5; weddings and, 
115–117

Martyrdom, 21–23, 25, 157, 169
Martyrs Mirror of the Defenseless 

Christians, 22–23, 26
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Mass media technology, 127, 130, 
136, 199. See also Computers; 
Television

Material possessions, 123–136; evil 
and, 126–127, 135–136; humility 
and, 133–135; lure of, 135–136; 
the Ordnung on, 125; perils of, 
128–129; reuse and repair of, 
134; simple living and, 123–124, 
133–135; stewardship of, 135. See 

also Technology
Matthew, 65, 205; 5-7, 65–66; 5:14, 

42; 5:37, 215; 5:38-39,44, 153; 
6:9-13, 26; 6:10, 111; 6:12, 159; 
6:14-15, 159; 6:20, 135; 7:1, 
161; 7:12, 219; 7:13, 213; 
7:24-27, 56; 10:23, 156; 12:34, 
214; 12:36, 213; 16:26, 219; 
18:15-20, 80–81; 27:11-14, 156

Meals: family, 109–110; following 
Sunday service, 68; funeral, 174; 
seating order for communal, 35; 
wedding, 116–117

Medicaid, 76
Medical equipment, 58n

Medical expenses, covering, 75–76
Medical intervention: alternative 

therapies and, 170–171; modern, 
12, 75–76, 170, 171–172

Medicare, 76
Meeting places, for Sunday worship 

services, 46
Melismatic singing style, 60–62
Members Meetings: confession 

in, 80, 81–82, 83; disciplinary 
procedures in, 80–84; restoration 
rites in, 82–84, 88; voting 
privileges in, 51

Men: beards of, 132; as family 
leaders, 109, 117–120; natural 
aggression of, 154

Mennonites, 195, 196, 227n.12
Mental health counseling, 84
Mental illness, 184, 204
Michaelmas, 111
Michigan, Amish populations in, 198
Military service, prohibition against, 

5–6, 203
Miller, C. J., 232n.18
Miller, E., 5–6
Miller, M. M., 17–19, 26, 238n.9
Ministers: burden of, 7–8, 52–53; 

nomination of, 51–52; as 
preachers, 35, 64–65, 66–67; 
role of, 46; selection and 
ordination of, 7–8, 51–53

Mission, 42–44
Missouri, Amish populations 

in, 198
Mobility, and Gmay membership, 47
Moon phases, 140
Motherhood, 96
Musical instruments, 114n

Mutual aid: for bereaved families, 
174, 176–177; expressions of care 
and, 78–79; fl ip side of, 79; forms 
of, 75–79; organized plans of, 
231n.3; and prohibition against 
insurance, 75–77, 202–203

My Utmost for His Highest 
(Chambers), 111

N
Natural disasters, Amish relief work 

in, 43
Natural remedies, 170–171
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Nature, 137–150; almanac of, 
139–140; Amish views on, 
139–140; bond with, 137–138, 
143–144; children and families 
in, 143–144; death in, 146–147; 
as God’s creation and providence, 
139–140, 141, 143–144, 147, 
149–150; “new birth” in, 38–39; 
recreational activities in, 
144–146; rural life and, 137–138; 
use and stewardship of, 146–149

Nebuchadnezzar, King, 222
“New birth” concept, 38–39, 40, 

228n.5, 228n.6
New Birth Sunday, 69
New Order Amish, 199
New Testament: on baptism, 20; on 

dress, 131–132; on gender roles, 
117; lectionary from, 65; 
preference for, 65, 205; on 
shunning, 86. See also Bible; 
individual book headings

Nickel Mines shooting, vii, 37, 44, 
155, 158

Nicodemus, 38, 69
Niebuhr, R., 27
Noise, absence of, 130
Nonresistance, 21–22, 53, 153–154; 

God’s providence and, 154–156, 
162; silence and, 156–157

Nursery rhymes, 97

O
Obedience: of children, 99–101; 

contentment and, 187; costs of, 
185; disobedience and, 79–88, 
99, 185; grace and, 57–58; to 
Ordnung, 53–58, 185; salvation 

and, 39–41; scriptural study and, 
41–42; verbal evangelism and, 43

Occupations: change in traditional, 
110, 201–202; farming, 201; 
limited options for, 186; non-
farming, 201–202

Off-Sundays, 61–62, 69, 111, 
112, 113

Ohio, Amish settlements in, 196, 
197, 198

Old Order Amish, 196. See also 
Amish

Old Order Mennonites, 227n.12
Old Testament, 67, 70, 132, 205. See 

also Bible; individual book headings

“On Behalf of  Those Who Have 
Fallen Away,” 83

“One Solitary Life,” 27
1001 Questions and Answers on the 

Christian Life, 131, 229n.9
Ordination, 51–53
Ordnung: affi rmation of, at 

Council Meeting, 70–71; 
amending or adapting, 55–56, 
125–126; Bible and, 53, 56–57; 
Bishop’s authority and, 55–56; 
communication and teaching of, 
55; defi nition of, 53; disobedience 
to, as sin, 57, 99; fl exibility in 
interpreting, 58; on material 
possessions, 125; obedience to, 
55–56, 185; regulations, 
guidelines, and prohibitions in, 
53–55; relationship of, to the 
Bible, 53, 56–57; variations in, 
54; violations of, procedures for 
handling, 79–88. See also Church 
discipline
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Organic farming, 141, 149–150
Our Daily Bread, 111
Our Heritage, Hope, and Faith (Miller), 

17–19, 26, 27–28, 238n.9
“Our Plain Folks and Their 

Spirituality” (Stoltzfus), 104
“Out in the Fields with God,” 141
Outhouses, 198
Outsiders: Amish relief work to, 43; 

convert, 33, 43–44, 188, 198; as 
employers, 200, 202; learnings 
for, 189–192; relationships with, 
43, 202–203; transferability of 
Amish values to, 181–192. See also 
Government; Mainstream society

Outsiders’ perceptions of Amish: 
community, 184; contentment, 
183–184, 187; disciplining of 
children, 100; extended family 
relationships, 122; forgiveness, 
xi, 37, 44, 158; gender roles, 
118–119; positive, 181–185; 
response to evil and wrongdoing, 
152; salvation, 37, 39–40; 
serenity, 183; shunning, 87, 88; 
sin, 81; spirituality, 3–4, 13–15, 
182–183; teenagers’ Rumspringa, 
48. See also Mainstream society

P
Pacifi sm, 5–6, 21–22, 153–154, 

203. See also Nonresistance; 
Violence

Paradox of Choice, The:  Why More Is Less 
(Schwartz), 188

Parental responsibilities: for 
children’s spiritual outcomes, 
95–96; for informal religious 

education, 95–96, 97–98; for 
instilling obedience, 55, 99–101

Parents: of excommunicated adult 
children, 86–87; sacred calling of, 
94–97; single, 94

Patience: versus activism, xiii–xiv; of 
children, 35, 93–94; deference to 
others and, 35–36; importance 
of, 190–191; justice and, 
160–161; “Rules of a Godly Life” 
on, 211, 212; in suffering, 169; in 
Sunday services, 64–66, 67–68, 
93–94, 191

Patriotism, putting faith above, 5–6
Paul, the Apostle: on communion, 

72; on marriage, 115, 117; 
on separation from the world, 
126–127; on shunning, 86; on 
women’s dress, 131–132

Penalties, typical, 82
Pennsylvania, Amish settlements in, 

196, 197, 198
Pennsylvania State Police, 163
Perceptions, outsiders’. See 

Outsiders’ perceptions
Persecution, of Anabaptists, 19–23, 

25, 169, 195
1 Peter 3:3-4, 132
Pets, 143
Photographs, taboo on, 34, 36
Pietism, 209
Pilate, 156
Plain and Simple: A Woman’s Journey to 

the Amish (Bender), 181–182, 183
Plowing, 141–142
Plumbing, indoor, 184, 198
Pneumatic power, 11, 130
Poetry, 103
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Population: diversity among, xvii, 
198–199; growth of, 197–198

Praise hymn (Loblied), 60–61, 64, 
98, 105

Prayerbook. See Christenpfl icht

Prayers: books of, 25, 26–27; 
in childhood, 97–98; during 
communion preparation period, 
71–72; in families, 41, 107–111; 
at funerals, 174–175; private 
devotions and, 110–111; in 
schools, 102; in Sunday worship 
services, 65, 67. See also 
Christenpfl icht

Pregnancy, out-of-wedlock, 94
Pride: of proselytization, 43–44; 

“Rules of a Godly Life” on, 
220–221, 222; of wealth, 134. 
See also Humility

Privacy, lack of, 33–34, 79–80, 
186–187

Prodigal son, parable of, 82, 83
Professions. See Occupations
Propane gas, 11, 129–130
Protestant Reformation, 

19–20, 195
Proverbs: 1:10, 218; 4:23, 210; 9:8, 

215; 10:19, 213; 11:13, 222; 
11:14, 41; 13:24, 100; 16:33, 52; 
17:5, 212; 24:17, 212

Providence. See Gelassenheit; God’s 
will and providence

Psalms: 8:3-4, 145; 23, 172; 34:9, 
219; 50:21, 217; 94:15, 41; 
119:59, 210; 127:1,2, 219

Publicity, prohibition against, 36
Purpose Driven Life, The 

(Warren), 28

Q
Quilts, 37, 133, 181, 183, 201

R
Raber’s Almanac, 139–140
Radios, 130, 199
Readings. See Lectionary; Scripture 

readings; Texts
Recreation, outdoor, 144–146
Refrigerators and iceboxes, 11, 126
Regulations. See Ordnung
Relief workers, Amish, 43–44
Religious affections or desires, 

defi ned, xii. See also Spirituality; 
Spirituality, Amish

Religious beliefs, defi ned, xii. See 
also Spirituality; Spirituality, 
Amish

Religious practices: defi ned, xii; 
habit-forming, 104–105, 190; 
importance of, 190; variance in, 
198–199. See also Spirituality; 
Spirituality, Amish

“Reluctant Minister” vignette, 7–8
Repentance: confession and, 80, 

81–82, 83; of excommunicated 
members, 85, 86–87

Repetition, in shaping children’s 
beliefs, 104–105, 190

Resistance, to mainstream values, 
xiv, 14, 135–136, 191. See also 
Mainstream society; “Separation 
from the world” ethic

Restoration: repentance requirement 
for, 85, 86–87; rite of, 82–84, 88

Resurrection, 18, 38, 65, 70, 73
“Retro Remodeler” vignette, 11–12
Revenge, 160–161, 163
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Riehl, S., 8–9
Roman Catholic Church, 19
Romans, 205; 12:2, 126–127; 

12:13, 222; 12:19-20a, 161; 
16:17, 86

Rules. See Ordnung

“Rules of a Godly Life”: on actions 
(works), 218–223; background 
on, 26–27, 182, 209; contents 
of, 27; on separation from the 
world, 127; on speech (words), 
213–217; text of, reproduced, 
209–223; on thoughts, 210–213; 
use of, 111

Rumspringa, 48, 165n, 183
Rural life: benefi ts of, 183; 

connection with nature and, 
137–138; frugality and, 134–135; 
preference for, 138

S
Salvation: Amish views on, 37–41, 

161–162; Amish views on 
outsiders’, 161; in Christianity, 
37–38, 39–40; evangelism and, 
42–44; infant baptism and, 20; 
“new birth” 
concept and, 38–39, 40, 228n.6; 
obedience and, 39–41; outsiders’ 
views on Amish, 37, 39–40; 
two-track system of, 39–40

Sam’s Club, 135
2 Samuel 11:2-5, 221
Satan: as active in the world, 127; 

rebellion of, 152–153. See also 
Evil

Scholarship, limitations on, 4–5, 
41–42, 186

School trustees, 118
Schools, Amish: activities and 

curricula of, 102–104; Bible 
reading in, 41; lack of technology 
and plumbing in, 130, 183–
184; nature included in, 144; 
nonresistance taught in, 154; 
singing in, 98, 102, 113–114; 
uffgevva transmitted in, 35, 103. 
See also Education

Schoolteachers, 118
Schwartz, B., 188
Scripture readings: Bible study and, 

41–42; in family devotions, 41, 
112–113; in private devotions, 
111, 113; in sermon preparation, 
66–67; in Sunday worship service, 
65. See also Lectionary; Texts

Seasons: attunement to, 140; church 
year, 69, 205; in lectionary, 140, 
205–207

Seating arrangements, 63–64
Second Commandment, 9
Security: of Amish faith, 182–183; in 

mutual aid, 76–77
Self surrender and denial, 34–37, 

131–133. See also Giving up 
(uffgevva); Individualism

“Self-Taught Artist” vignette, 8–9
“Separation from the world” ethic: 

Anabaptist origins of, 21, 24, 
195; evilness of the world and, 
126–127; giving up and, 14–15; 
scriptural basis of, xiv, 126–127; 
shunning and, 24; two-kingdom 
view and, 161–162, 163

Serenity, 183
Serenity Prayer, 27
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Serious Call to a Devout and Holy Life, A 
(Law), 209

Sermon on the Mount, xiv; 
Anabaptists and, 195; 
literal following of, 65–66; 
nonresistance and, 21, 153, 203

Sermons: Communion Sunday, 
72–73; deciding who will preach, 
64; humility in preaching, 35, 
66; preparation for, 28, 66–67; 
Sunday main, 66–67; Sunday 
opening, 64–65; textual resources 
for, 28, 66–67

Settlements: defi nition of, 197; 
locations of largest, 197

Sewing Circle, 119
Sewing machines, 198
Sexual abuse, 184
Sexual compulsion, 84
Shaming, 80, 85. See also Shunning
Sheilaism, 32
Shops, Amish-owned, 110, 134, 

201, 202
Shunning, 24, 79, 84; as act of love, 

87; cessation of, 86; outsiders’ 
perceptions of, 87, 88; practice 
of, 85–87; scriptural support 
for, 86

Silence: and absence of noisemakers, 
130; as response to injury, 
151–152, 154, 156–157; spiritual 
value of, 156–157

“Simeon in the Temple,” 65
Simons, M., 95, 195
Simplicity: in clothing, 131–133; 

costs of, 186; in funerals, 
173–175; guidelines for teaching 
children, 133–134; in material 

possessions, 123–124, 133–135; 
rationale for, 123–124; value 
of, 70, 123–124, 128, 136; in 
weddings, 115–117

Sin: disciplinary procedures for, 
79–88; idleness and, 101; 
mainstream versus Amish views 
of, 81; pride as, 134; public 
confession of, 81–82; typical 
penalties for confessed, 82; 
violation of Ordnung as, 57, 81

Singing: Amish style of, 60–62, 68, 
114–115, 230n.1; as antidote 
to depression, 113–115; in 
childhood, 97–98, 113–114; 
extent of, 113–115; in families, 
113–115; at funerals, 174; in 
schools, 98, 102, 113–114; at 
weddings, 116

Slabaugh, E., 151–152
Smucker, E. F., 238n.8
Snowmobile accident, 165–166, 177
Social Security exemption, 76, 77, 

202–203, 229n.9
Solar power, 129, 149, 199
Solomon, King, 100
Song leaders, 59–60, 60n

Sorrow and suffering, 165–176; 
accepting, through God’s 
providence, 155–157; children 
with disabilities and, 166–168; 
grieving and, 166, 175–178; 
legacy of, 168–169; patience in, 
169; silence as response to, 
156–157; understanding of, 
168–169. See also Death; Evil; 
Illness

Spanking, 87, 99–101
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Special needs, fl exibility in rules for, 
58. See also Disabilities

Speech, “Rules of a Godly Life” on, 
213–217

Spirituality: Amish principles 
applied to outsiders’, 189–192; 
contemporary individualistic, 32, 
38, 45–46

Spirituality, Amish: applicability of, 
to mainstream society, 181–192; 
centrality of, to Amish life, 
xiii, xi, 189, 190; childraising 
and, 93–105; Christian basis 
of, 17–19, 24–25, 28; church 
(Gmay) membership and, 45–58; 
community and, 31–44, 58, 192; 
death and, 172–178; evil and, 
151–163; in family, 107–122; 
giving up (uffgevva) and, 14–15, 
34–37; healing with, 172–173; 
learning from, 189–192; 
material possessions and, 
123–136; in nature, 137–150; 
non-Amish resources used in, 
26–28, 111; outsiders’ 
perceptions of, 3–4, 13–15; 
peculiarity of, 3–15; perils to, 
xiii–xiv, 128–129, 189; private 
devotions in, 110–111; role of 
study in, 41–42; salvation in, 
37–41; in schools, 102–104; 
security of, 182–183; sorrow 
and, 165–176; sources of, 17–28; 
vignettes illustrating, 4–13; 
worship in, 59–74

Sports. See Games and sports
Square dancing, 117
Stargazing, 145

Stewardship: of material possessions, 
135; of nature, 146–149

Stoll, E., 123–124, 127
Stoll, J., 209
Stoltzfus, S., 63–64, 97–98, 105
Strangers and Pilgrims:  Why  We Live 

Simply (Stoll), 123–124, 127
Stress, of Amish versus non-Amish 

women, 183, 184
Strobel, L., 28
Submission. See Giving up; 

Obedience
“Sudden Death Reunion,” 

175–176
Suffering. See Sorrow and suffering
Sunday worship services, 59–68; 

assembly for, 63–64; children in, 
93–94, 105; frequency of, 61–62; 
hosting of, 46, 62–64; hymn 
singing in, 59–62, 64, 67, 68; 
meal following, 68; patience 
in, 64–66, 67–68, 93–94, 191; 
prayers in, 65, 67; preparation 
for, 62–64; sermons in, 
64–65, 66–67. See also 
Communion

Surrender. See Giving up
Suspension from church 

membership, 82, 83

T
Taxes, 76, 202
Technology: decision making about, 

125–126; selectivity in, 127–128, 
199–200; using versus owning, 
128–129, 200; variances in, 
198, 199–200. See also Material 
possessions
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Teenagers: baptism of, 49–51; in 
church services, 63–64; faith 
of, 183; percentage of, who 
choose baptism, 49; Rumspringa 
period of, 48, 165n, 183; Sunday 
evening gatherings of, 113, 114; 
unbaptized, as exempt from 
excommunication, 84

Telephones, 125–126, 200
Television, 130, 199
Temptation, 135–136, 152
Testimony: in court, 162–163; of 

faith, 42–44, 67
Testing period, for converts, 188
Textbooks, children’s, 144, 154
Texts, spiritual: Amish lectionary 

and, 205–207; Amish-authored, 
24–26; evangelical, 28; non-
Amish-authored, 26–28, 111; 
reading and study of, 41–42, 
111; for sermon preparation, 28, 
66–67. See also Bible; Lectionary; 
Scripture readings

2 Thessalonians 3:6, 86
Thoughts, “Rules of a Godly Life” 

on, 210–213
1 Timothy: 2:9, 131–132; 6:10, 135
“Tips on Training a Two-Year-Old,” 

101
Tools, 125
Torah chanting, 60
Tough love, 85–87
Toys, 135
Tradition, respect for, 56–57, 

191–192
Tragedy. See Sorrow and suffering
Triune God, 18
Troyer, D., 41, 43

Troyer, J.A.N., 155
True Stories of the X-Amish, 87
Two-kingdom view, 161–162, 163
Two-track system of salvation, 

39–40

U
Uffgevva. See Giving up
Unison singing style, 60–62, 114
“Unwilling Warriors” vignette, 5–6
“Upbringing of the Child, The” (“Die 

Kinder Zucht”), 95
U.S. Supreme Court, 5n., 163
USA Today, 9

V
Vacations, 135
Values, mainstream. See Mainstream 

society
Violence: forgiveness of, 160; 

justice and, 162–163; prohibition 
against, 5–6, 21–22, 153–154, 
162, 203; responses to, 151–152; 
silence in response to, 151–152, 
154, 156–157. See also Pacifi sm

Visiting, 78–79, 113, 176
Volunteer fi re companies, 202
Voting: on excommunication, 85; in 

governmental elections, 203; on 
pardon of sin, 82; privilege of, 51; 
women’s right of, 119

W
Waiting in order, 35, 63–64
Walmart, 135
Warren, R., 28, 182
Water sports, 145
Waterskiing, 145
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Wealth: church restrictions on, 6–7; 
humility and, 133, 134; new, 202; 
simple lifestyle versus display of, 
133, 134; variation in, 134, 198

Weather, 138, 140
Weaver, E., 166–167
Weddings, 114, 115–117
Wesley, C., 114
Western genre, values of, 31–32
Why  We  Can’t  Wait (King), xiv
Willems, D., 22
Wisconsin, Amish populations in, 198
Wisconsin v. Yoder, 5n

Witnessing, 42–44
Women: contentment of, 184; dress 

of, 131–132, 176; personal sense 
of worth of, 119; roles of, 96, 
118–119, 186; stress levels of, 
183, 184

Wood product businesses, 201
Work discipline: instilled in 

childhood, 101–102, 124; 
simplicity and, 124

World, separation from. See 
“Separation from the world” 
ethic

Worship. See Communion; Sunday 
worship services

“Would-Be Violinist” vignette, 
9–10

Writing, to process grief, 177

Y
Yoder, Wisconsin v., 5n

Z
Zeugniss (testimony), 67
Zodiac, 140
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