
ix

Contents
About the Authors vii

Dedication and Acknowledgments viii

List of Figures and Exhibits xi

Foreword xvii

1. Very Gently with No Red Marks 1

2. Components of Written Language 7
Handwriting 8

Spelling 11

Usage 18

Vocabulary 21

Text Structure 23

Conclusion 30

3. Theoretical Perspectives and Effective Principles 35
Theoretical Perspectives 35

Effective Instructional Principles 39

Conclusion 69

4. Effective Accommodations for Struggling Writers 71
Accommodations and Compensatory Strategies 71

Determination of the Amount of Support 72

Selection of Appropriate Accommodations 73

Legal Requirements for Individuals with Learning Disabilities 76

Conclusion 82

5. Helping Students with Handwriting 83
General Principles 84

Writing Styles 86

Letter Formation 91

Writing Speed 97

Self-Evaluation 98

ftoc.indd   ixftoc.indd   ix 8/19/09   7:45:14 PM8/19/09   7:45:14 PM

CO
PYRIG

HTED
 M

ATERIA
L



Informal Assessment 101

Examples of Commercial Programs 103

Conclusion 104

6. Building Basic Writing Skills 105
Spelling 105

Usage 141

Editing 146

Examples of Commercial Programs 150

Conclusion 152

7. Improving Written Expression 153
Metacognition, Metalinguistics, and Strategy Instruction 153

Vocabulary 163

Text Structure 171

Revision 205

Examples of Commercial Programs 213

Conclusion 215

8. Informal Assessment and Curriculum-Based Measurement 217
Informal Assessment 217

Curriculum-Based Measurement 227

Conclusion 240

9. Analysis of Writing Samples 243
Analyzed Writing Samples 243

Guided Practice Samples 276

Independent Practice Samples 295

Conclusion 303

10. Writing as Communication 305
Factors Affecting Writing 305

Hearing the Writer’s Voice 311

Conclusion 318

References 321

Index 325

x Contents

ftoc.indd   xftoc.indd   x 8/19/09   7:45:15 PM8/19/09   7:45:15 PM



xi

      List of Figures 
and Exhibits       

  FIGURES   

   1.1. Spence ’ s Story with the Word  Police    2
   1.2.  Greg ’ s Written Response on the WJ III Writing Samples Test   2
   1.3.  Ann ’ s Story Using Her Spelling Words   3
   1.4.  Carlos ’ s Essay to His Teacher   4

   2.1.  Written Names of Kindergarten Children   7
   2.2.  Various Components of Writing Skill   8
   2.3.  Taylor ’ s Report   9
   2.4.  Daniel ’ s Story About His Game Boy   10
   2.5.  Frank ’ s Handwriting   10
   2.6.  Jill ’ s Handwriting   11
   2.7.  Jeremy ’ s Handwriting   12
   2.8.  Denny ’ s Letter to His Professor   13
   2.9.  Javier ’ s Descriptive Passage   14
  2.10.  Marge ’ s Descriptive Passage   14
  2.11.  Amanda ’ s Letter to Her Grandmother   15
  2.12.  Deval ’ s Paragraph   16
  2.13.  Madison ’ s Thoughts About Dinosaurs   16
  2.14.  The Addition of Morphemes Alters Spelling and Word Meaning   18
  2.15.  Fiona ’ s Descriptive Paragraph   19
  2.16.  Cathie ’ s Retelling   19
  2.17.  Laurie ’ s Paragraph   19
  2.18.  Joshua ’ s Paragraph   20
  2.19.  Alexia ’ s Description of Her Trip to Disneyland   20
  2.20.  Tom ’ s Summary of His Trip to Ohio   21
  2.21.  Rebecca ’ s Paragraph   22
  2.22.  Emily ’ s Description of Her Teachers   24
  2.23.  Myrna ’ s Descriptive Paragraph   25
  2.24.  Olivia ’ s Descriptive Paragraph   26
  2.25.  Luke ’ s Horror Story   27
  2.26.  Hefi na ’ s Beginning of a Story   28

ftoc.indd   xiftoc.indd   xi 8/19/09   7:45:15 PM8/19/09   7:45:15 PM



  2.27.  Casey ’ s Descriptive Paragraph   29
  2.28.  Carl ’ s Sequential Paragraph   30
  2.29.  Marnie ’ s Compare - Contrast Paragraph   31
  2.30.  Sophia ’ s Opinion Paper   32
  2.31.  Erik ’ s Opinion Paper   33

   3.1.  Questions for Evaluating Writing Knowledge   40
   3.2.  Nick ’ s Paragraph   41
   3.3.  Cody ’ s Spelling Test   42
   3.4.  Azumi ’ s First Draft of a Story   43
   3.5.  Joey ’ s Spelling Test   44
   3.6.  Ernie ’ s Edited Story   45
   3.7.  Ben ’ s Homework   46
   3.8.  Elena ’ s Comment   47
   3.9.  Robbie ’ s Initial Draft   47
  3.10.  Doris ’ s Story About Her Trip to Mars   47
  3.11.  Caitlin ’ s Opinion Paper   49
  3.12.  Ian ’ s Paragraph   49
  3.13.  Dan ’ s Letter to His Fourth - Grade Teacher   50
  3.14.  Keisha ’ s Paragraph   52
  3.15.  Andy ’ s First Draft of a Fairy Tale   53
  3.16.  Peer Conference Checklist   55
  3.17.  Spence ’ s Paragraph   57
  3.18.  Maricel ’ s Grammar Assignment   58
  3.19.  Jed ’ s Paper   59
  3.20.  Melinda ’ s Journal Entries   60
  3.21.  Ben’s Stories About Fishing and Pizza   61
  3.22.  Mike ’ s Fact and Opinion Sentences   62
  3.23.  Suri ’ s Spelling Test   63
  3.24.  Marcos ’ s Word Problems   66
  3.25.  Ivan ’ s First Draft of a Paragraph   67
  3.26.  Carl ’ s Book Report   67
  3.27.  Jermaine ’ s Paragraph   68
  3.28.  Notes from Maria ’ s Journal   69

   4.1.  Jay ’ s Note   75
   4.2.  Jesse ’ s Paragraph in January   77
   4.3.  Jesse ’ s Paragraph in April   78
   4.4.  Krista ’ s Story About Being Late for Lunch   79
   4.5.   Examples of Accommodations and Adjustments   81

   5.1.  Winnona ’ s Drawings of Her Family   83
   5.2.  Dan ’ s Handwriting   84
   5.3.  Inessa ’ s Handwriting   84
   5.4.  Tabbatha ’ s Handwriting   85
   5.5.  Tabbatha ’ s Handwriting Two Weeks Later   85
   5.6.  Jorge ’ s Retelling of an Event   87

xii List of Figures and Exhibits

ftoc.indd   xiiftoc.indd   xii 8/19/09   7:45:15 PM8/19/09   7:45:15 PM



   5.7.  Philip ’ s Journal Entry   88
   5.8.  Errol ’ s Drawings of His Superheroes   90
   5.9.  Teacher ’ s Comment on Zoya ’ s Paper   92
  5.10.  Handwriting Evaluation Scale   99
  5.11.  Yuji ’ s Paper   100
  5.12.  Michael ’ s Joke   101
  5.13.  Visual Illustration   102

   6.1.  Bradley ’ s Worksheet   106
   6.2.  Graham ’ s Story   107
   6.3.  Alexis ’ s Story   108
   6.4.  Toby ’ s Story   108
   6.5.  Edgar ’ s Responses to Questions   109
   6.6.  Luca ’ s Picture of an Alien   109
   6.7.  Andy’s Writing   109
   6.8.  Emily ’ s Note to Her Sister   110
   6.9.  June ’ s Writing   110
  6.10.  Kirsten ’ s Passage   112
  6.11.  Mark ’ s Paragraph   112
  6.12.  Nalan ’ s Spellings   113
  6.13.  Ethan ’ s Attempts to Spell the Word  Game    114
  6.14.  Felicia ’ s Writing   115
  6.15.  Joseph ’ s Journal Entries   115
  6.16.  Annmarie ’ s Picnic Lunch   117
  6.17.  Natasha ’ s Note   117
  6.18.  Haley ’ s Giraffe Story   118
  6.19.  Aaron ’ s Spelling List   121
  6.20.  Kevin ’ s Comments in His Journal   122
  6.21.  Spelling for Writing List   124
  6.22.  Fry ’ s 300 Instant Words   125
  6.23.  Matthew ’ s Flow List   126
  6.24.  Sample Flow List Form   127
  6.25.  Daniel ’ s Spelling Test   128
  6.26.  Adriana ’ s First Spelling Test   129
  6.27.  Adriana ’ s Second Spelling Test   130
  6.28.  Brandon ’ s Spelling Words   130
  6.29.  Robert ’ s Spelling Words   131
  6.30.  Examples of Elkonin Boxes   135
  6.31.  Spelling Chart for Multisyllabic Words   138
  6.32.  Melissa ’ s Paragraph About Spelling   140
  6.33.  Simple Sentence Expansion Chart   144
  6.34.  Compound Sentence Expansion Chart   144
  6.35.  Marco ’ s Paper About His Science Class   148
  6.36.  Proofreading Checklist   151

   7.1.  Hope ’ s Compare - Contrast Essay   155
   7.2.  Get Well Notes from Fourth - Grade Students   157

List of Figures and Exhibits xiii

ftoc.indd   xiiiftoc.indd   xiii 8/19/09   7:45:15 PM8/19/09   7:45:15 PM



   7.3.  Mikalah ’ s Description of Her Cat   161
   7.4.  Mikalah ’ s Web   161
   7.5.  Don ’ s Advice to the President   162
   7.6.  Jack’s Questions on  Huckleberry Finn    162
   7.7.  Sample Graphic Organizers for Different Text Structures   163
   7.8.  Cecilia ’ s Graphic Organizer of the Ocean   164
   7.9.  Zack ’ s Word Defi nitions   164
  7.10.  Examples of Graphic Organizers for Affi xes   167
  7.11.  Example of Semantic Feature Analysis   169
  7.12.  Adam ’ s Sequential, Expository Paragraph   175
  7.13.  Examples of Given - New Sentences   178
  7.14.  Thadeaus ’ s Attempt to Write a Story   178
  7.15.  Beginning Story Grammar: First - Then - Finally Face   179
  7.16.  Lynne ’ s Problem for Her Story   180
  7.17.  SPOT Story Strategy   181
  7.18.  Worksheet for STORE the Story Strategy   183
  7.19.  Shannon ’ s Story About the Queen   184
  7.20.  Austin ’ s Story About Little Dude   184
  7.21.  Matthew ’ s Responses to His Teacher ’ s Questions   187
  7.22.  First Drafts of Opinion Essays by High School Students   189
  7.23.  Types of Text Structures for Expository Writing   190
  7.24.  Samples of Expository Paragraph Frames   194
  7.25.  The First Page of Writing Wheels   199
  7.26.  Single Wheel for Developing Main Idea   200
  7.27.  Jenn ’ s First Draft Using Kerrigan ’ s Method   204
  7.28.  Donavan ’ s Essay About Space   206
  7.29.  First Drafts of Five Students ’  Descriptive Paragraphs   209
  7.30.  First Draft of J.P. ’ s Opinion Essay   213
  7.31.  Gabe ’ s Letter to His Teacher   214

   8.1.  Written Names of Kindergarten Students   219
   8.2.  Sentences Written by First - Grade Students   220
   8.3.  Two Examples of Variation in Spelling and Writing at Seventh-Grade Level   221
   8.4.  Jon ’ s Three - Minute Handwriting Sample   222
   8.5.  Phonics Check - Off Chart   223
   8.6.  Writing Checklist for Holistic and Analytic Evaluation   226
   8.7.  Third - Grade Spelling Probes Scored for Words Spelled Correctly (WSC)   228
   8.8.  Juris ’ s Spelling Probe Scored for Correct Letter Sequences (CLS)   230
   8.9.  Ricardo ’ s Spelling Probe Scored for Correct Letter Sequences (CLS)   231
  8.10.  Maria ’ s Spelling Probe   232
  8.11.  Two Seventh - Grade Spelling Probes Scored for Words Spelled Correctly (WSC)   233
  8.12.  Carla ’ s Writing Sample Scored for Total Words Written (TWW)   234
  8.13.  Carla ’ s Writing Sample Scored for Words Spelled Correctly (WSC) and 

Total Letters Written (TLW)   235
  8.14.  Carla ’ s Sample Scored for Correct Writing Sequences (CWS)   236
  8.15.  Reshad ’ s and Sheila ’ s Responses to a Story Starter Prompt   237
  8.16.  Armando ’ s Writing Sample About Math   239

xiv List of Figures and Exhibits

ftoc.indd   xivftoc.indd   xiv 8/19/09   7:45:15 PM8/19/09   7:45:15 PM



   8.17.  Jason ’ s Writing Sample in Response to a Story Starter Prompt   239
   8.18.  Hayden ’ s Sample Scored for Correct Letter Sequences (CLS)   241
   8.19.  Jason ’ s Sample Scored for Four Criteria: TWW, TLW, WCS, and CWS   242

    9.1.  Jose ’ s Journal Entries   245
    9.2.  Hannah ’ s Two Letters   247
    9.3.  Frankie ’ s Assignments and Journal Entries   250
    9.4.  Frankie ’ s Writing One Year Later   253
    9.5.  Brian ’ s Three Journal Entries   255
    9.6.  Brian ’ s Journal Entry After Recommendations Were Implemented   258
    9.7.  Emily ’ s Sequential Paragraph   259
    9.8.  Malika ’ s Opinion Essays   261
    9.9.  Helen ’ s Descriptive Essay   265
   9.10.  Chantelle ’ s Descriptive Paragraphs   269
   9.11.  Tim ’ s Letters   274
   9.12.  Rachel ’ s Reaction to a Story and a Short Story   277
   9.13.  Angela ’ s Book Reports   279
   9.14.  Mayling ’ s Two Journal Entries   281
   9.15.  Darrell ’ s Social Studies Assignment   283
   9.16.  Adam ’ s Imaginary Story   286
   9.17.  Brad ’ s Motorcycle Story   287
   9.18.  Pascal ’ s Story for English Class   289
   9.19.  Maria ’ s Journal Entries   293
   9.20.  Omar ’ s Description of a Field Trip   296
   9.21.  Charlie ’ s Four Assignments   298
   9.22.  Charlie ’ s Imaginary Story   299
   9.23.  Shanika ’ s Paragraph   300
   9.24.  Karen ’ s Journal Entry and Descriptive Paragraph   301
   9.25.  Andrew ’ s Opinion Response and His Class Notes   302

   10.1.  Melissa ’ s Sentence About Spelling   305
   10.2.  A Part of Elinor ’ s Paper   306
   10.3.  Katy ’ s Journal Entries   306
   10.4.  Rosa’s Story with Her Spelling Words   307
   10.5.  Arnold ’ s Story Using Compound Words   307
   10.6.  Delia ’ s Essay on Seatbelts   308
   10.7.  Ramon ’ s Haiku   309
   10.8.  Jennifer ’ s Poem About the Moon   310
   10.9.  Nathan ’ s Essay   310
  10.10.  Teachers ’  Comments on Students ’  Papers   312
  10.11.  Nico ’ s Comment to His Teacher   312
  10.12.  Jimmy ’ s Letter to His Friend   313
  10.13.  Sabrina ’ s Essay   314
  10.14.  Brooke ’ s Paragraph on Tony G.   315
  10.15.  Jonathan ’ s Letter to His Teacher   315
  10.16.  Jesse ’ s Feelings About the Principal   316
  10.17.  Jared ’ s Essay About His Home Life   316

List of Figures and Exhibits xv

ftoc.indd   xvftoc.indd   xv 8/19/09   7:45:15 PM8/19/09   7:45:15 PM



  10.18.  Janet ’ s Apology for Misbehaving   317
  10.19.  Boyce ’ s Apology Note   317
  10.20.  Kayla ’ s Excuse for Missing Homework   317
  10.21.  Sample of an E - Mail Message   318
  10.22.  Tiffany ’ s Journal Note   318
  10.23.  Peter ’ s Letter to His Teacher   319
  10.24.  Andrew ’ s Draft of the Garden Teams      319

        EXHIBITS   

   3.1.  Examples of Differences Between Spoken and Written Language   36
   7.1.  Stages of Strategy Instruction   156
   7.2.  Examples of Common Prepositions and Compound Prepositions              173
   7.3.  Examples of Common Conjunctions and Conjunctive Adverbs   174

xvi List of Figures and Exhibits

ftoc.indd   xviftoc.indd   xvi 8/19/09   7:45:16 PM8/19/09   7:45:16 PM


