


• The North Cascades National Park
Complex: Comprised of one
national park and two national recre-
ation areas, this remote, rugged
region is among the least explored.
Most visitors view the park from the
North Cascades Scenic Highway that
has stupendous views on clear days,
but is closed by snow nearly half the
year. See section 1 in chapter 10.

• Mount Rainier National Park:
With its glaciers and easily accessible
alpine meadows, Mount Rainier is
Washington’s favorite mountain.
Sunrise and Paradise are the two best
vantage points for viewing the mas-
sive bulk of Mount Rainier, and in
these two areas of the park, you’ll also
find some of the best hiking trails.
See section 6 in chapter 10.

• Mount St. Helens National Vol-
canic Monument: Mount St. Helens

is slowly recovering from the 1980
volcanic blast that turned one of the
Cascades’ most beautiful peaks into a
scarred landscape of fallen trees and
fields of ash, but it remains the only
active volcano in the contiguous U.S.
Several visitor centers portray the
events of the 1980 eruption and what
has happened since. See section 7 in
chapter 10.

• Columbia Gorge National Scenic
Area: Carved by ice-age floods 1,200
feet deep, the Columbia Gorge is a
unique feature of the Northwest
landscape. Waterfalls by the dozen
cascade from the basalt cliffs on the
Oregon side of the gorge, but the best
wide-angle views are from the Wash-
ington side, which has one of the
largest monoliths in the world. See
section 8 in chapter 10.
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2 The Best Outdoor Activities
• Sea Kayaking in the San Juan

Islands: Emerald islands, clear water,
orca whales, bald eagles, and remote
campsites that are only reached by
boat lure sea kayakers to the San Juan
Islands. Paddle the islands on your
own (if you’re experienced) or go out
with a guide for a few hours or a few
days. See section 3 in chapter 6.

• Hiking the Olympic Coast: Within
the contiguous U.S., very few miles
of wilderness coastline are left.
Among the longest, and most spec-
tacular, are those of Olympic
National Park on the west side of the
Olympic Peninsula. Whether you
want to do a good daylong hike, or
several days of backpacking along the
beach, you’ve got several options
along this coast. See chapter 8.

• Cross-Country Skiing in the
Methow Valley: This valley on the
east side of Washington’s North Cas-
cades has more than 100 miles of

immaculately groomed trails, making
it one of the premier cross-country
ski destinations in the country. Ski
from one lodge to the next down the
valley, or use one of the luxurious
lodges as a base for daylong ski treks.
See section 2 in chapter 10.

• Hiking on Mount Rainier: Fed by
huge amounts of melting snow each
summer, the meadows of wildflowers
on the flanks of Mount Rainier burst
into bloom each year in July.
Through these colorful hillsides
meander miles of hiking trails that
are among the most memorable in
the state. Sure, you’ll encounter
crowds, but the wildflower displays
and Mount Rainier for a backdrop far
outweigh the inconvenience of deal-
ing with hordes of other hikers. See
section 6 in chapter 10.

• Climbing Mount St. Helens:
Though it isn’t the highest peak in
the Washington Cascades, Mount St.
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Helens is the most interesting moun-
tain to climb (you’ll need a permit,
and numbers of climbers are limited).
You don’t need technical climbing
skills, just lots of stamina and a toler-
ance for hiking in dusty conditions (if
the snow has melted, you’ll be hiking
in volcanic ash). At press time, the
summit was closed to climbers due to

volcanic activity. See section 7 in
chapter 10.

• Windsurfing at Hood River: Winds
that blow through the Columbia
Gorge whip up white-capped stand-
ing waves and have turned this area
into the windsurfing capital of the
United States, attracting boardsailors
from around the world. See section 8
in chapter 10.
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3 The Best Beaches
• Alki Beach (Seattle): In West Seattle,

this is the closest Washington comes
to a Southern California–style beach
scene. There’s a sandy beach and a
paved path crowded with in-line
skaters, walkers, and cyclists. Across
the street are lots of cheap restaurants
and places to buy sunglasses. See
chapter 5.

• Obstruction Pass State Park (Orcas
Island): Set at the end of a half-mile-
long trail through the woods, this
tiny cove is barely big enough for a
dozen sea kayakers to beach their
boats, but therein lies its charm. This
is the quintessential little San Juan
Islands cove beach, and you don’t
need a boat to get to it. See section 3
in chapter 6.

• Deception Pass State Park Beaches
(Whidbey Island): This is the most
popular state park in Washington,
and the miles of beaches along two
sides of Deception Pass are among
the prettiest in the Puget Sound area.
See section 1 in chapter 6.

• Dungeness Spit (Dungeness): With
6 miles of windswept sand stretching

out to a lighthouse in the Strait of
Juan de Fuca, Dungeness is a beach
for hikers whose reward is the sight of
the area’s resident harbor seals. See
section 2 in chapter 8.

• Rialto Beach (Olympic National
Park outside Forks): Located on the
north side of the Quillayute River,
this beach is the southern terminus of
a 29-mile-long stretch of wilderness
beach. However, most visitors simply
walk a mile up the beach to Hole in
the Wall, a huge monolith through
which the ocean’s waves have bored a
tunnel. See section 4 in chapter 8.

• Second Beach & Third Beach
(Olympic National Park outside
Forks): It’s difficult to pick the best
beach in the national park, since
almost all are ruggedly beautiful, but
these two beaches just outside the
community of La Push are my per-
sonal favorites. Here you can hear the
calls of eagles and gulls and contem-
plate the sheer vastness of the Pacific.
See section 4 in chapter 8.

4 The Best Hikes
• Trails Out of Hurricane Ridge

(Olympic National Park): Hurricane
Ridge is the most easily accessible
alpine region of Olympic National

Park. From here and nearby Obstruc-
tion Peak, several hikes will give you
a glimpse of a superb part of the
Olympic wilderness. See section 3 in
chapter 8.
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• Hall of Mosses Trail/Hoh River
Trail (Hoh River Valley): Whether
you’re up for a short walk in the
woods or a multi-day backpacking
trip, this is the best place to experi-
ence the Olympic Peninsula’s famed
rainforest. Don’t forget your rain
gear. See section 4 in chapter 8.

• Chain Lakes Loop Trail (Mount
Baker): This 9-mile trail circling
Table Mountain is one of the most
breathtaking and rewarding hikes.
With streams, lakes, cliffs, meadows,
huckleberries, and plenty of views,
this trail packs in everything that
makes the Mount Baker area special.
See section 1 in chapter 10.

• The Maple Pass Loop Trail (North
Cascades Scenic Highway): Along the
North Cascades Scenic Highway, you
won’t find a more rewarding hike.
The trail climbs nearly 2,000 feet
from Rainy Pass to a ridge with an

astounding view of the mountains.
See section 1 in chapter 10.

• Trails Out of Sunrise (Mount
Rainier National Park): The Sunrise
area, on the northeast flanks of Wash-
ington’s Mount Rainier, has fabulous,
unobstructed views of both the
mountain and Emmons Glacier, the
largest glacier in the contiguous 48
states. From Sunrise, pick from more
than a dozen trails of different
lengths heading to viewpoints and
lakes. See section 6 in chapter 10.

• The Beacon Rock Trail (Columbia
Gorge): Although this hike is less
than 2 miles long, it makes up for the
short length with its steep pitch. In
fact, much of the trail is on metal
stairs bolted to the sheer cliff face of
Beacon Rock, a massive monolith
that rivals the Rock of Gibraltar in
size. The view from the top is superb.
See section 8 in chapter 10.

T H E  B E S T  S C E N I C  D R I V E S 9

5 The Best Scenic Drives
• Chuckanut Drive: This road winds

south from Bellingham through the
Chuckanut Mountains that rise
straight up from the waters of
Chuckanut and Samish bays. Across
the water lie the San Juan Islands,
and sunsets are spectacular. Larrabee
State Park provides a chance to get
out of your car and walk down to a
pretty little beach. See section 5 in
chapter 6.

• The North Cascades Scenic High-
way: Passing through the most
rugged and spectacular mountains in
the Northwest, this highway did not
open until 1972 due to the difficulty
of building any road through Wash-
ington’s glacier-carved North Cas-
cades. It is closed for half the year due
to snows and avalanches. See section
1 in chapter 10.

• The Columbia River Scenic High-
way: Wash. 14 parallels the Columbia

River from Vancouver, Washington,
eastward through the Columbia
Gorge, and it has some of the most
awe-inspiring vistas in the Northwest.
Visible across the river in Oregon are
not only the waterfalls and basalt cliffs
of the gorge, but also the snow-clad
summit of Mount Hood. See section
8 in chapter 10.

• The Yakima River Canyon: Wash.
821, which connects Ellensburg with
Yakima, is a little-known gem of a
road. This route follows the Yakima
River through a deep canyon
bounded by rolling sagebrush hills
and is a memorable alternative to I-
82, which also connects Ellensburg
and Yakima. See chapter 11.

• The Palouse: This wheat-farming
region in southeastern Washington is
a convoluted landscape of steep hills
and narrow valleys, and a meandering
drive through the region is a trip back
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in time. Small towns and boldly
striped hillsides make it the most fas-
cinating farm country in the state.
See section 4 in chapter 11.

• Soap Lake to the Grand Coulee
Dam: The landscape of central
Washington is that of a desert, but

vast floodwaters once poured across
it. A drive through the coulee coun-
try gives a glimpse at one of the most
fascinating events in Northwest geo-
logic history, with canyons, mineral
lakes, caves, and a waterfall. See sec-
tion 6 in chapter 11.
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6 The Best B&Bs & Inns
• The Gaslight Inn (Seattle; & 206/

325-3654): Beautifully decorated
with lots of original Stickley furni-
ture, this inn consists of two houses
in the Capitol Hill neighborhood.
One house is done in a contemporary
style, while the other will appeal to
fans of the Arts-and-Crafts style.
There’s a swimming pool. See p. 85.

• Spring Bay Inn (Orcas Island; 
& 360/376-5531): This secluded
waterfront inn is a luxurious island
retreat, and a stay includes not only a
bed and breakfast, but brunch and a
daily sea-kayak excursion. In-room
fireplaces and a hot tub right on the
beach add romance. See p. 178.

• Inn on Orcas Island (& 888/886-
1661 or 360/376-5227): On the
edge of a small bay and looking as if
it were brought here from Martha’s
Vineyard or Nantucket, this luxuri-
ous inn is in a modern building that
seems to have been built 100 years
ago. See p. 178.

• Willcox House (The Kitsap Penin-
sula; & 800/725-9477 or 360/830-
4492): This 1930s Art Deco mansion
on the shore of Hood Canal is
straight from an old Hollywood
movie (movie stars stayed here back
in the ’30s and ’40s). See p. 203.

• Chinaberry Hill (Tacoma; & 253/
272-1282): Located in Tacoma’s Sta-
dium Historic District, this grand
Victorian is as impressive as any of the
historic B&Bs in Port Townsend. The
inn is steeped in classic Northwest 

elegance and abounds in beautiful
woodwork. See p. 212.

• Thornewood Castle Inn (Lake-
wood; & 253/584-4393): Few
B&Bs in America can claim to be cas-
tles, but Thornewood, built in 1909,
certainly can. With 28 bedrooms and
22 bathrooms, this sprawling man-
sion is as close as you’ll come to a
European manor home in the U.S.
See p. 213.

• Hoquiam’s Castle (Hoquiam; 360/
533-2005): Built in 1897 by a local
timber baron, this stately Victorian
inn is an amazing assemblage of tur-
rets and gables, balconies and bay
windows. The town of Hoquiam isn’t
a major tourist destination, but this
inn is reason enough to spend a
weekend in the area. See p. 260.

• Abendblume Inn (Leavenworth; 
& 800/669-7634 or 509/548-4059):
Of the many alpine chalet accommo-
dations in Leavenworth, this is the
most luxurious. The attention to
detail in the construction of this
chalet makes the inn an especially
enjoyable place to spend a romantic
weekend. See p. 299.

• Run of the River Inn & Refuge
(Leavenworth; & 800/288-6491 or
509/548-7171): Set amid beautiful
rock gardens on a side channel of the
Icicle Creek, this rustic, yet contem-
porary log inn is a tranquil place to
stay. The innkeepers are quite helpful
and eager to share their love of the
area. See p. 300.
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