
• A •
a la carte services, 140

accessories, attendants, 75–77

acoustics, reception rooms, 159

additional time, DJs, 192

add-ons, bridal shops, 91

afternoon teas, 171

ages, menu factor, 177

air conditioning, 62

albums, photo deals, 141

alcohol, 172–173, 175, 178–181

altar boys/girls, 25

altars, decorations, 108

alterations, 72, 74

amenities, limousines, 164–165

antique buttons, 124

antique cars, transportation, 166

AP weddings, 68

apartments, honeymoons, 215

artifi cial fl owers, 123–124

artistic edging, paper stock cost, 147

assistants, DJs, 191

Association of Bridal Consultants, 49

attendants

accessorizing, 75–77

attire, 71–75

best man, 70

bridesmaids, 70–71

fl ower girl, 71, 75

fl owers, 114–115

gifts, 78–79

grooming, 77–78

groomsmen, 70–71

maid of honor, 70

marriage license witnesses, 70

priority discussion, 14

ring bearer, 71, 75

selection/invitation timeline, 45

ushers, 70

wedding traditions, 69

attire

bridal shoes, 87–88

bridesmaids, 72–73

budget worksheet, 276

fl ower girl, 75

grooms, 91–94

groomsmen, 73–75

musicians, 106

nontraditional gowns, 88–89

priority discussion, 14

rental timeline, 49–50

ring bearer, 75

veils, 86–87

wedding checklist, 267–268

audio quality, 135

auditions, 105, 191–192

• B •
baby’s breath, 112

bachelor parties, 208

bachelorette parties, 208

backdrops, band, 194

backup plans, offi ciants, 100

backyard ceremonies, 63–64

bait-and-switch advertising, 90

bakers, 26, 184–185, 258

balloons, decorations, 107, 203

bands, 192–194, 196–197

banquet halls, reception sites, 162

bartenders, tips, 25

baskets, fl ower, 71

bathrooms, reception site, 159

beachfront condo, honeymoons, 215

bed-and-breakfast inns, 216

bells, chapel ceremonies, 57

best man, 13, 70, 114–115

Betacam, video format, 137

Bible, fl ower alternative, 124

Biedermeier, bouquet style, 111, 113

biscotti, cake alternative, 187

boats, ceremonies, 66–67

bookmarks, wedding favors, 234

borrowed gowns, 85

bouquets, fl ower alternatives, 124

boutonnieres, 114–115

bows, decorations, 107–108, 203

bricks-and-mortar print shops, 144–145

bridal bouquets, 111–113, 115, 241–242
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bridal party brunches, 209

bridal portraits, budget factors, 127

bridal shoes, 87–88

bridal shops, 87–91. See also wedding 

vendors

bridal shows, 119, 133

bridal spa party, attendants, 77–78

bridesmaid dress, 85

bridesmaids, 70–73, 75–77, 114

brownies, cake alternative, 187

brunch, daytime receptions, 169–170

Budget Cruncher worksheet, 217

budgets

adjustment discussions, 27

ceremony/reception combo, 54

chapel ceremony, 55–58

cost overrun, 26–27

credit cards, 22–23

date/time factors, 36–40

do-it-yourself savings, 231

estimation methods, 16–17

family discussions, 28–29

food factors, 167–168

guest lists, 29–31

loans, 23–24

overzealous vendors, 29

parental contributions, 20–21

reception hall, 58

rewards credit cards, 231

sample budget, 31–34

saving plans, 21–22

slush funds, 26

tips/gratuities, 25–26

vendor cost averaging, 24–25

WEDDING focus, 17–18

wedding planning, 275–281

buffet service, receptions, 173–174

bulk fl owers, 122

buses, guest transportation, 165

butter cream frosting, cakes, 183

• C •
cake designer, tips, 26

cake table, fl ower arrangements, 118

cake-cutting fees, caterers, 175

cakes

alternative desserts, 187–188, 242–243

baker selection, 184–185

butter cream frosting, 183

caterer’s markups, 184

centerpieces, 186

cutting fees, 184

decorations, 183

expense factors, 182–184

fondant decorations, 183

groom’s cake, 186

in-house pastry chef, 186

multiple fl avors/fi llings, 184

multiple round cakes, 186

nuts/dried fruits, 184

regular cake alternative, 185

setup/delivery, 183

sheet cakes, 185, 187

show cakes, 187

smaller slices, 187

Styrofoam dummies, 187

tier factor, 182

under-ordering, 187

wedding tradition, 13

whipped cream frosting, 183

calendars, planning, 247–256

calla lily, 112

calligraphy, printed materials, 149

cameras, disposable, 141–142, 242

campgrounds, honeymoons, 215

cancellation fees, 165, 177

candid shots, 126

candles and candle holders, wedding 

favors, 234–235

candles, decorating, 107–108, 124

candy, wedding favors, 124, 235

car rentals, 241

carnation, 112

cascade, bouquet style, 112–113

cash bars, alcoholic beverages, 179

castles, ceremonies, 67

casual lunch, 209

catalogs, 145

caterers’ markup, 184

caterers, 174–177, 186, 259

centerpieces, 116–117, 186, 199–203

century tents, 61

ceremonies

budget estimates, 16–17

compromises, 15–16

decorations, 107–108

fl ower arrangements, 115–116
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music, 102–107

offi ciant selections, 97–102

pew cards, 152–153

priority discussion, 14

recorded music, 103–104

wedding checklist, 269

chairs, 64, 116, 204

chamber of commerce, planning, 37

chapels, 55–58, 86, 05, 107

charter bus, guest transportation, 165

chauffeurs, tips, 25

checking accounts, 21–22

cheesecake, cake alternative, 187

child attendants, 71, 79, 177

chocolate fountain, 187

chrysanthemum, 112

chuppa, chapel ceremonies, 57

church bells, chapel ceremonies, 57

church fellowship halls, 159–160

churches. See chapels

civic buildings, 67–68

civic clubs, reception sites, 163

civil ceremonies. See ceremonies

clambakes, daytime receptions, 171

classic cars, 166

cleaning fees, 57, 59–60

clear-span frame tents, 61

clergy, officiant selections, 97–102

climate, outdoor ceremonies, 60–62

clubhouse, rehearsal dinner, 207

clubs, reception sites, 162–163

clutches, fl ower alternative, 124

coasters, wedding favors, 235

coat check, 57, 159

cocktail dresses, bridesmaids, 72–73

cocktail receptions, 172–173

colleges, 56, 133

colors, 88, 110

community theaters, 60

composite, bouquet style, 113

composition, paper stock cost, 147

condos, honeymoons, 215

contracts, 44, 102, 120–121, 128, 

139–141, 174–177

convention bureau, date planning, 37

convertibles, 240–241

cookies, cake alternative, 187

corkage fees, caterers, 175, 179

cost check, tips, 25

costume jewelry, 76

costumes, 70–72, 75, 88–89, 94

country clubs, 162–163

county clerk’s offi ce, 98

couples, 10–16, 21–22, 26–27

craft stores, 123, 186

credit cards, 22–23, 231

cruises, 66, 214–215

crystals, fl ower alternative, 124

cupcake trees, 187–188

• D •
daffodil, 112

daisy, 112

dates, budget factors, 36–40

day of the week, savings, 222

day-after brunch, 210

daytime receptions, 169

day-trip destinations, 215

decorations

altars, 108

balloons, 107, 203

bows, 107–108, 203

budget worksheet, 276

cake cost factor, 183

centerpieces, 199–203

ceremony/reception combo, 54

chair bows, 204

chapel ceremonies, 57

chuppa, 57

luminarias, 107–108

miniature lights, 203

outdoor location, 58–59

package deals, 107

pillar wraps, 108

reception hall, 58

ribbons, 203

site factors, 107–108

streamers, 203

unity candle, 57

venue fl ower savings, 115–116

delivery, cake cost factor, 183

department stores, dresses, 72–73

deposits, 43, 58, 90, 100, 165, 177, 218

dessert receptions, 172

destination weddings, 65–66
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diamond engagement ring, 13

dietary needs, menu factor, 177

digital format, 137

digital printing, 148

dinner reception, 173–174

discount fl orists, versus full-service 

fl orists, 119

discounts, wedding vendors, 229–230

disposable cameras, 141–142, 241

DJs, 25, 104, 190–192, 196–197

dogs, as ring bearers, 71

do-it-yourself, budget savings, 231

dresses, 13, 49–50. See also attire

dried fruits, 184

drink mix packets, wedding favors, 236

driving directions, 150

• E •
eBay, wedding gown savings, 85

edible arrangements, 201

e-mail, 100, 146, 151

emotions, white blindness, 9–10

engagement rings, 13

engagement, timelines, 35

engraving, 149

envelopes, 144

ethnic cuisine, 174

evening bags, 124

exclusivity clause, photography, 128

excursions, cruise ship, 214–215

expenses, honeymoon, 216–217

expiration dates, 218

exposure, still photography, 134

exterior maintenance, 63

• F •
fabrics, wedding gown cost factor, 82

facilities, backyard ceremonies, 63

family, 23–24, 28–29, 45–46, 118, 

131, 159, 188

fans (hand), 124

fathers’ boutonnieres, 114–115

favors, 203, 233–238, 244

feathers, fl ower alternative, 124

federal holidays, 39

fees, 57, 91, 99–100, 102, 175, 184, 218

fellowship halls, 159–160

ferns, 112

fi llings, wedding cake cost, 184

fi nish, paper stock cost factor, 147

fl ash photography, 142

fl oral sprays, 117

fl orists, 26, 118–122, 261

fl ower basket, fl ower girl, 71, 114

fl ower girl, 71, 75, 79, 114

fl owers

alternatives, 123–124

arrangement resources, 122–123

artifi cial, 123–124

bouquet alternatives, 115

bridal bouquets, 111–113

for bridesmaids, 114

budget worksheet, 277

buying in bulk, 122

cake table, 118

centerpiece, 116–117, 199–203

ceremony venue, 115–116

colors, 110

corsages, 114–115

fl oral sprays, 117

fl orist selection criteria, 118–120

for fl ower girl, 71, 114

fragrances, 110–111

for grandmothers, 114

maintenance, 111

for male attendants, 114

meaning, 111, 112

for mothers, 114

priority discussion, 14

seasonal savings, 121

transportation concerns, 116

vision elements, 110–111

wedding checklist, 269–270

fl uorescent lighting, softening, 204

foil stamping, 148–149

foil-lined envelopes, cost factor, 144

fondant frosting, 183

foods. See also meals

afternoon teas, 171

alcohol considerations, 178–181

brunch, 167–170

budget factors, 167–168
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caterer selections, 174–177

child-friendly meals, 71

clambakes, 171

cocktail receptions, 172–173

daytime receptions, 169–171

dessert receptions, 172

dinner receptions, 173–174

edible centerpieces, 201

ethnic cuisine, 174

garden parties, 170–171

luaus, 171

lunch spreads, 171

menu factors, 177–178

picnics, 171

postwedding brunch, 210

rehearsal dinners, 207–208

wedding cakes, 181–188

forget-me-not, 112

formal dinners, 173–174

formal gowns, bridesmaids, 72–73

formats, photo/video, 137

fragrances, fl oral, 110–111

frame tents, outdoor ceremonies, 61

framing, still photography, 134

freesia, 112

friends, 28–29, 45–46, 118, 131, 159, 188

frostings, wedding cakes, 183

fruit, 184

fuel surcharges, 164–165

full-service fl orists, 119

• G •
garden parties, 170–171

gardenia, 112

gardens, 60

garland, pillar wraps, 108

garters, alternatives, 241–242

gazebos, 62

gift baskets, attendants, 79

gift cards, attendants, 79

gifts, 78–79, 230–231, 270, 277 

grandmothers’ corsages, 114–115

gratuities, 25–26, 175, 281

grocery stores, cakes, 186

grooming, attendants, 77–78

grooms, 91–94, 114, 209–210

groom’s cake, bypassing, 186

groomsmen, 70–71, 73–77

guest lists, 29–31, 41, 157–158, 206

guests, 11–12, 141–142, 152, 165, 193, 

210–212, 233–238, 242

• H •
hair stylist, 25, 77–78

hand-tied, bouquet style, 113

head tables, fl oral sprays, 117

heating, outdoor ceremonies, 62

heirloom dresses, 88

hidden costs, limousine, 164–165

hidden fees, bridal shops, 91

high-pressure tactics, bridal shops, 90

historical grounds, 60, 67–68

hobby crafts, fl ower alternatives, 124

holidays, 37–40, 116, 121

home weddings, 62–65

homemade invitations, 153–154

homes, rehearsal dinner location, 206

honeymoons

apartments, 215

bed-and-breakfast inns, 216

Budget Cruncher worksheet, 217

campgrounds, 215

condos, 215

cruises, 214–215

day-of-the-week savings, 222

day-trip destinations, 215

early booking, 223

hotels, 215

Internet searches, 219

last-minute deals, 223–224

off-season, 220–222

priority discussion, 15

reasons for delaying, 224

registries, 218

resorts, 214–215

savings accounts, 217

shoulder seasons, 220–221

transportation savings, 222

travel agents, 219–220

travel expenses, 216–217

wedding checklist, 270

horse and carriage, 166
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horseshoe, fl ower alternative, 124

hotel ballrooms, 160–162

hotels, honeymoons, 215

• I •
ice cream novelties, 188

illusion necklaces, 76

iMovie, video editing, 129

independent wedding planners, 48–49

indoor locations, 55–58

informal shots, photography, 127

inline skates, transportation, 166

inserts, invitations, 149–150

interior cleaning, 63

Internet

bridal shoe savings, 87

do-it-yourself veils, 86–87

fl orist selection resource, 118

honeymoon research resource, 219

musician resource, 105

officiant resource, 98

online printers, 154

photographer/videographer, 131–132

printed materials, 145–146

research resource, 228–229

wedding bands, 95–96

wedding gown savings, 85

invitations. See also printed materials

e-mail, 146

homemade, 153–154

inserts, 149–150

online printers, 154

pricing structure, 144

printing processes, 148–149

priority discussion, 14

iris, 112

ivy, 112

• J •
jewelry, 76, 94–96

joint accounts, 21–22

• K •
karaoke machines, 194, 198

keychains, wedding favors, 236–237

• L •
landscaping, 63–64

lawn care, 63–64

Lazy Susans, photo pyramids, 202

libraries, outdoor ceremonies, 60

lights, reception decorations, 203

likes/dislikes, discussion, 11

lily of the valley, 112

limousine service, 164–165, 240–241

lithography, printed materials, 148

loans, 23–24

locations, 14, 54, 239–240. See 
also venues

luaus, 171

luminarias, decorations, 107–108

lunch spreads, 171

luxury sedans, 240–241

• M •
magnets, wedding favors, 236

maid attire, bridesmaids, 72

maid of honor, 70

mail-order catalogs 145

makeup artist, 25, 77–78

makeup parties, attendants, 77–78

mandatory gratuities, caterers, 175

manufacturing method, paper 

stockcost factor, 147

maps, printed materials, 150

marriage license, 50, 70

marriage license bureau, 98

master videos, purchasing, 140

meals, 71, 102, 191, 194. See also 
foods

meeting rooms, 207

memory cards, photo sharing, 142

menus, 177–178, 207–208, 210

metals, wedding bands, 95

microphones, toasts, 194

Microsoft Office for Mac, 153–154

Microsoft Word, 152, 153–154

mileage, DJs, 192

military clubs, reception sites, 163

mini tarts, cake alternative, 188

miniature lights, 203

miscellaneous expenses, 278
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miscellaneous items, 271

monogrammed napkins, 243–244

months, budget factors, 37–38

morning-coat, tuxedo style, 92

mothers’ corsages, 114–115

motorcycles, 166

MP3 sound systems, 198

multiple fl avors, cake cost factor, 184

municipal parks, 60

municipal-owned clubs, 163

museums, 60

music

bands, 192–194

budget worksheet, 278

DJs, 190–192

karaoke machines, 198

musicians, 104–107

off-peak ceremony savings, 196–197

recorded, 103–104

sound systems, 197–198

music teachers, 105

musicians

attire, 106

auditions, 105

combination ceremony-reception 

savings, 105

live music, 104–107

music familiarity, 106

nontraditional alternatives, 243

performance time frames, 106

price comparison worksheet, 262

pricebreak timelines, 105–106

site walk-through, 106

tips, 26

• N •
napkins, 153, 243–244

National Park Service, 60

necklaces, illusion, 76

negatives, photographs, 140

newspapers, 98, 105, 132

nondenominational officiants, 98

nonrefundable deposits, 90

nosegay, bouquet style, 113

notched lapel coat, tuxedo, 91–92

nuts, cake cost factor, 184

• O •
officiants, 57–58, 99–102

off-season travel, 220–222

offset printing, 148

one-on-one outings, attendants, 79

online clearance bins, 234

online printers, printed materials, 154

online shopping, 85, 87, 95–96, 

145–146, 229

on-site coordinators, 26, 47–48

orange blossom, 112

orchid, 112

organists, 57

origami birds, 124

outdoor locations, 58–59, 61–65

out-of-town guests, 210–211

overtime, DJs, 191

• P •
package deals, 107, 139, 191, 193

package fees, offi ciants, 100

paper stocks, 146–147

parasols, 124

parchment, 124

parents, 20–21

parking, 57, 60, 64, 159

parks, rehearsal dinner location, 207

parties, priority discussion, 14–15

party dresses, bridesmaids, 73

party rooms, 207

party tents, 61

pastry bars, cake alternative, 187

pastry chefs, 186

pavilions, 62, 207

pedicabs, transportation, 166

peony, 112

performance videos, 191

permits, outdoor ceremonies, 60

per-stop fees, limousine service, 165

pest control, outdoor locations, 59

pew cards, 152–153

pews, 116, 124

phlox, 112

phone calls, offi ciant fees, 100

photo collage, centerpiece uses, 202

photo frames, wedding favors, 236–237
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photographers, 26, 263

photography

a la carte services, 140

albums, 141

amateur versus professional, 125

bridal portrait, 127

budget worksheet, 280

candid shots, 126

candidate interviews, 135–139

cash discounts, 141

contract negotiations, 139–141

cost concerns, 130

disposable cameras, 141–142, 242

exclusivity clause, 128

exposure, 134

formats, 137

framing, 134

informal shots, 127

negatives, 140

off-peak savings, 140

online postings, 141, 142

order combinations, 140–141

package deals, 139

photojournalism style, 127

portraiture, 127

poses, 134

priority discussion, 14

proofs, 140

review elements, 134

selection resources, 131–133

traditional style, 127

wedding checklist, 271

photojournalism, photography style, 127

picnics, 171, 210

pies, wedding cake alternative, 188

pipe and drape system, 204

place cards, 152–153

planning calendars, 247–256

plantable wedding favors, 237

playlists, recorded music, 104

poetry parchment, 124

pole tents, 61

pomander, bouquet style, 113

pop-up canopies, 61

portraiture, photography style, 127

poses, still photography review, 134

postage, printed materials, 151

postcards, invitation RSVPs, 150

postwedding brunch, menu ideas, 210

postwedding celebrations, 212

posy, bouquet style, 113

potted plants, 108, 116

power supply, 59, 64

price comparison, 257–266

printed materials. See also invitations

bricks-and-mortar shops, 144–145

design software, 153–154

foil-lined envelopes, 144

inserts, 149–150

mail-order catalogs, 145

maps/driving directions, 150

napkins, 153

online printers, 154

online shopping, 145–146

paper stocks, 146–147

pew cards, 152–153

place cards, 152–153

postage, 151

postcards, 150

pricing structure, 143–144

printing processes, 148–149

priority discussion, 14

programs, 152

reception cards, 150

registry cards, 150

RSVP alternatives, 150

save-the-date cards, 151

thank-you notes, 153

printers, 254, 272

priorities, planning element, 12–15

Prioritizer tool, CNN/Money, 15

product samples, favors, 234

professionalism, DJ selection, 190

programs, printed materials, 152

proofs, photography, 140

public parks, 59–60

• Q •
quality, gown cost factor, 82

questions

caterers, 176–177

DJs, 194–196

fl orist selection, 119–120

live bands, 194–196

photographer/videographer 

interviews, 135–139

quotes, wedding vendors, 227
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• R •
real estate, avoiding loans, 23–24

reception cards, 150

reception halls, 58

receptions. See also venues

acoustics, 159

afternoon teas, 171

banquet halls, 162

bathrooms, 159

brunch, 169–170

budget worksheet, 279

casual get-togethers, 171

child care, 71

child-friendly meals, 71

church fellowship halls, 159–160

clubs, 162–163

coat checks, 159

cocktail receptions, 172–173

decorations, 198–204

dessert receptions, 172

fl ower arrangements, 116–118

formal dinners, 173–174

garden parties, 170–171

hotel ballrooms, 160–162

musical entertainment, 189–196

nontraditional, 242

parking, 159

photo corners, 142

place cards, 152–153

price comparison worksheet, 265

priority discussion, 14–15

restaurants, 163

site selection criteria, 158–159

site/guest list matching, 157–158

transportation, 163–166

wedding checklist, 272–273

recorded music, 103–104

referrals, wedding vendor, 228

registries, honeymoons, 218

registry cards, 150

rehearsal dinners, 205–208, 274

related events, budget worksheet, 280

religious observances, planning, 40

religious requirements, chapels, 56

religious sites, music concerns, 102

rentals

ceremony/reception combo, 54

costumes, 73

limousine service, 164–165

sound systems, 197–198

tuxedos, 73–74, 92–93

wedding gowns, 85

resorts, 66, 214–215

response cards, 150

restaurants, 207–208

restrictions, 56–57, 60

restroom attendants, tips, 25

restrooms, 59–60

rewards credit cards, 231

ribbons, decorations, 107–108, 203

ring bearer, 71, 75, 79

ring pillow, 13, 71

rings, 13, 94–96

room turning, 58

rosary, fl ower alternative, 124

roses, 112

• S •
sales tax, caterers, 175

Sample Budget, 31–34

save-the-date cards, 151

savings accounts, 21–22, 217

scrapbooks, attendants, 79

seamstresses, 86

seasonal displays, 200–201

seasons, 121, 178

sellers, wedding gown cost, 82

services, versus gifts, 230–231

setup, cake cost factor, 183

sewing, wedding gown savings, 86

sheet cakes, 185, 187

shipping charges, 229

shoes, 87–88, 94

shoulder seasons, 220–221

show cakes, 187

singers, live music, 104–107

sit-down dinners, 173–174

size, chapel ceremonies, 56

sleepovers, 209

slush funds, 26

soaps, wedding favors, 237

social networks, 230

software, 153–154

sound systems, 197–198

spa parties, 77–78, 209

sporting events, 40
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Spring Break, planning factor, 37

stage lighting, 194

state parks, 60

streamers, 203

styles

bouquets, 111–113

nontraditional gowns, 88–89

photography, 126–127

tuxedos, 91–92

wedding gowns, 83

Styrofoam cake dummies, 187

substitutions, bridal shop gowns, 90

suburbs, wedding vendors, 228

suits, 49–50, 74, 93–94

surcharges, caterers, 175

SVHS, video format, 137

swizzle sticks, wedding favors, 238

• T •
tables, backyard ceremonies, 64

tailcoats, 91–92

tandem bicycles, 166

tastes, menu factor, 177

Taylor Corporation, 145

teas, 171

technical quality, 135

telephone books, 118, 165

temple-ready gowns, 86

tents, 61, 64

terrain, backyard, 63–64

texture, paper stock cost factor, 147

thank-you notes, 153

themes, wedding bands, 193

thermography, 148

tiered cakes, 13, 181–188, 242–243

time of day, 38–39

time of year, 82

timelines

attendant invitations, 45

bridesmaid attire, 72

engagement period, 35

family/friend recruitment, 45–46

guest list fi nalizing, 41

honeymoon registries, 218

marriage license, 50

musician pricebreaks, 105–106

vendor selection, 46–47

venue reservations, 41–44

wedding attire, 49–50

wedding planning, 35–36

tips, 25–26, 102, 165, 192, 281. See 
also gratuities

toasts, microphones, 194

traditional, photography style, 127

traditions

attendants, 69

bouquet toss, 241–242

favors, 244

fl ower meanings, 112

goals discussion, 11, 13

horseshoes, 124

limousine service, 164–165

live music, 192–194

monogrammed napkins, 243–244

professional photography/

videography, 241

tiered cake, 181

trains, wedding gown, 84

transportation

alternative methods, 166

budget worksheet, 281

ceremony/reception combo, 54

guest buses, 165

honeymoon travel savings, 222

limousine alternatives, 240–241

limousine service, 164–165

trash cans, outdoor locations, 59

trash removal, 64

travel agents, 219–220

travel expenses, 216–217

trees, decorations, 108

tripods, video, 130

tutors, musician resource, 105

tuxedos, 49–50, 73–74, 91–93. See also 
attire

• U •
U.S. states, 99, 101, 121

unauthorized add-ons, 91

unconventional weddings, 68

Unitarian Universalist Church, 56

unity candles, 24, 57

universities, chapel ceremonies, 56

up-sell, 29, 90

ushers, 70–71, 73–74, 114–115, 

152–153
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• V •
valet parking, tips, 25

veils, 13, 86–87

vellum, paper stock cost factor, 147

venues. See also locations; receptions

bachelor parties, 208

bachelorette parties, 208

backyard ceremonies, 62–65

decoration factors, 107–108

deposits, 43

destination weddings, 65–66

early-bird extras, 42

fl ower arrangements, 115–116

indoor locations, 55–58

music, 102–107

nontraditional sites, 66–68, 239–240

on-site coordinators, 47–48

outdoor locations, 58–62

payment methods, 43

price comparison worksheet, 260

price guarantees, 42

refund policy, 43

rehearsal dinners, 206–207

reserving, 41–44

selection criteria, 54–55

unconventional weddings, 68

written contract, 44

VHS, video format, 137

videographers, 26, 266

videos

a la carte services, 140

amateur versus professional, 125, 

128–129

audio quality, 135

budget worksheet, 280

candidate interviews, 135–139

cash discounts, 141

contract negotiations, 139–141

cost concerns, 130

formats, 137

guest concerns, 142

master videos, 140

off-peak savings, 140

online postings, 141, 142

order combinations, 140–141

package deals, 139

priority discussion, 14

professional versus amateur, 241

review elements, 135

selection resources, 131–133

storytelling, 135

technical quality, 135

wedding checklist, 271

vintage clothes, 88

• W •
waitstaff, tips, 25

walkways, 59

weather, 60–62

Web sites

About.com, 123

Amazon.com, 73, 85, 87, 94

American Bridal, 235

Association of Bridal Consultants, 49

Blue Nile, 95

Botanical Paperworks, 237

bridalonlinestore.com, 85

Candy Wrapper Store, 235

catalogs.com, 145

CNN/Money Prioritizer tool, 15

Costco, 115, 122

craigslist, 105, 132

Custom Candy Bar Wrapper, 235

Custom Shots, 146

Diamond.com, 95

Do It Yourself Weddings, 123

eBay, 85

E-Favors, 237

eHow, 124

eInvite, 146

Expedia, 219

Flickr, 142

Flower Exchange, 123

Fresh Roses, 122

Here Comes the Guide, 68

Honeymooner’s Review Guide, 217

IndianWeddingCard, 146

iPrint, 154

iTunes, 104

Kodak Gallery, 142

lilywedding.com, 85

Love Tripper, 67

macys.com, 85

Memory Magnets, 236

Microsoft Office, 152

Milkweed Café, 237
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Web sites (continued) 

Mondera, 95

Moon Costumes, 73

My Wedding, 118

National Association of Wedding 

Ministers, 98

National Association of Wedding 

Offi ciants, 9

Nextag, 154

Offbeat Bride, 68, 124

OneWed, 114

Only Wedding Favors, 238

Orbitz, 223

Overstock, 73, 87, 94

Payless ShoeSource, 87

printingforless.com, 234

PrintRunner, 154

Professional Photographers of 

America, 131

Renaissance Costume Clothing, 89, 94

Sam’s Club, 122

save-on-crafts.com, 122

Shutterfl y, 142

Staples, 153

Surprise.com, 79

Target, 87, 153

The Knot, 114, 118

Top Consumer Reviews, 95

Travelocity, 219

Trip Advisor, 219

U.S. Postal Service, 151

vacationrentals.com, 215

veilubridal.com, 86

victorianbazaar.com, 112

Virtual Tourist, 219

Wal-Mart, 87

Wedding and Events Videographers 

Association International, 131

Wedding and Portrait 

Photographers, 131

Wedding Favors Unlimited, 234

Wedding Invitations 411, 146

Wedding Music Central, 104, 243

Wedding Music USA, 105

Wedding Report, 24

Weddingchannel.com, 218

wrapwithus.com, 235

YouTube, 123

Zazzle, 236

wedding bands. See rings

wedding budget, worksheets, 275–281

wedding cakes. See cakes

wedding checklist, 267–274

wedding clothes, traditional versus 

nontraditional, 240

WEDDING focus, budget 

planning, 17–18

wedding gowns. See also attire

borrowed gowns, 85

bridal shoes, 87–88

bridesmaids’ dress, 85

cost factors, 82

designers, 82

fabrics, 82

homemade veils, 86–87

nontraditional styles, 88–89

online shopping, 85

quality, 82

rentals, 85

sellers, 82

sewing, 86

styles, 83

temple-ready, 86

time of year, 82

trains, 84

wedding party. See attendants

wedding planners, 26, 47–49

wedding planning, 36–40

wedding vendors. See also bridal shops

attendant gifts, 78

competing quotes, 227

cost averaging, 24–25

discount negotiations, 229–230

extras negotiations, 229

referrals, 228

selection timeline, 46–47

suburb savings, 228

up-sell, 29

white blindness response, 9–10

weekdays, 38

weekends, 37–38

weight, paper stock cost factor, 147

whipped cream frosting, 183

white blindness, 9–10

Windows Moviemaker, 129

witnesses, marriage license, 70

worksheets, 257–266


