


Young and old alike, Hungarians love to live, and you’ll find lots of friendly locals
hanging out in bars and bistros. Travel the countryside, and take a dip in a relaxing
spa. See nature and wildlife at the Tisza Lake, eat exquisite Hungarian fish soup, and
venture off to Lake Balaton—their little sea. Get to know Hungary and Hungarians.
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1 The Best Little Adventures in Budapest
• Discovering the Courtyards of

Budapest: Budapest’s residential
streets are truly enchanting, but it is
inside the courtyards of the buildings
that the city’s greatest secret is held:
Budapesters are villagers at heart.
Fruit trees and flower gardens flour-
ish, cats lounge in the sun, and jars of
pickled vegetables line the window
ledges. Nearly every apartment build-
ing in this city has an open-air court-
yard in its center, where pensioners sit
on the common balconies smoking
cigarettes, gossiping, and watching
the children race around the yard,
dodging flower pots and laundry
racks. The main entrance doors to
many apartment buildings are left
unlocked during the daytime hours.
See chapter 8, “Strolling Around
Budapest,” for further wanderings.

• Exploring the Neighborhood Mar-
kets: There is scarcely a neighbor-
hood in Budapest without its own
outdoor produce market. Profes-
sional vendors mix with elderly peas-
ants who are in for the day with a
wagon of fresh-picked fruits and veg-
gies. Produce is fresh and inexpen-
sive. Shop for a picnic lunch or
simply wander around soaking up the
vibrant workaday atmosphere. See 
p. 194 for details on market shopping.

• Riding the Trams: Armed with your
daily transit pass, get the lay of the
land and more from the windows of
the city’s many trams. Board a tram
and ride it to the terminus and back,

or disembark along the way for a
closer look around—a great and eco-
nomical way to spend a rainy day. See
“Getting Around” in chapter 4, “Get-
ting to Know Budapest,” for details
on public transportation.

• Packing a Picnic for the City Park:
On a nice summer day, it seems that
all of Budapest comes to City Park to
enjoy the weather and one another’s
company. Children of all ages fill the
playgrounds and linger by the
entrances to the amusement park, the
zoo, and the circus. Bathers flock to
the historic Széchenyi Baths. Mostly,
though, people come to stroll, a time-
honored pastime in central Europe.
See “Parks, Gardens & Playgrounds”
in chapter 7, “Exploring Budapest.”

• Taking a Walk in the Buda Hills:
It’s hard to believe that such a large
expanse of hilly forest is right here
within the capital city. There are hik-
ing trails aplenty; every Budapest
native has a favorite. Ask around. See
chapter 7, “Exploring Budapest,” for
more about the Buda Hills.

• Strolling Through the Jewish Dis-
trict: Budapest has the largest Jewish
population of any city on the Euro-
pean continent (outside Russia).
Pest’s historic Jewish neighborhood,
run-down but relatively unchanged,
resonates with the magic and tragedy
of the past. See “Walking Tour 4: The
Jewish District” in chapter 8,
“Strolling Around Budapest.”
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2 The Best Places to Enjoy a Sunset in Budapest
• From the Riverside: Locals and visi-

tors alike stroll along the Danube
bank (Pest side) in the early evening,
taking in the changing light over the
shimmering water. Find a free bench,
or venture out onto one of the
bridges that span the Danube to
enjoy a different view of the glorious
river that snakes its way through the
soul of central Europe. See chapter 7,
“Exploring Budapest,” for more
about Budapest’s bridges and river-
side walks.

• From the Ferris Wheel: The beautiful
old yellow Ferris wheel in Budapest’s

amusement park will lift you gently up
into the evening air. At the apex of the
long, slow ride, you will have an aston-
ishing view of the entire city and the
falling sun. See p. 144.

• From the Tower of Saint Stephen’s
Church: This is the highest point in
Pest; from here, the only barrier to a
vista of the horizon is haze or smog
(on a bad day). For those who can
handle it, the long, arduous ascent
makes the view all the more pleasura-
ble. If climbing doesn’t appeal to you,
ride the newly installed lift to the top.
See p. 131.

3 The Best Off-the-Beaten-Track Museums
• Bélyegmúzeum (Postal Stamp

Museum): Generations of philatelists
the world over have admired the
artistic creations of Magyar Posta.
Here you’ll find rack after rack of
Hungary’s finest stamps. See p. 135.

• Közlekedési Múzeum (Transport
Museum): This vast and wonderful
museum features large-scale models of
all sorts of vintage vehicles—trains,
motorcycles, bikes, early-model cars,

antique horse buggies, and more. Kids
adore this fabulous trip through his-
tory. See p. 144.

• Varga Imre Gyújtemény (Imre Varga
Collection): This small museum fea-
tures the sensitive, piercing work of
Imre Varga, Hungary’s best-known
contemporary sculptor. Of particular
note is the shaded garden where
Varga’s forlorn, broken figures stand
and rest on benches. See p. 139.

4 The Best Places to Kill an Hour in Budapest
• A Bench on the Danube Prome-

nade: Find an empty bench on this
heavily trafficked pedestrian walkway
on the bank of the Danube. Sit back
and drink in Budapest.

• Margaret Island: This lovely park in
the middle of the river between Buda
and Pest is beautifully maintained,
with fountains, floral gardens, green
fields, and the like. Find yourself a
piece of green and settle down for a
while. See p. 140.

• The Baths: There is no place quite
like the city’s various baths to
unwind. Budapest’s fabled thermal
waters invite you to loosen up, slow

down, and relax. See “Spa Bathing &
Swimming: Budapest’s Most Popular
Thermal Baths” in chapter 7,
“Exploring Budapest.”

• A Traditional Coffeehouse: Imperial
Budapest is long, long gone, but a
few of the trappings still remain and
are creeping back into existence.
None is quite so pleasant as the tradi-
tional, ornate coffeehouse, a symbol
of fin de si•cleBudapest. Coffee and
sweets are sumptuous, and customers
may linger for hours without drawing
unkind looks from the waiters. See
“Traditional Coffeehouses” in chap-
ter 6, “Where to Dine in Budapest.”
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