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CHAPTER 1 PRELIMINARY LESSON

ch  (cheh) like ch in child chocolate (chocolate)
d  (deh) like d in done dedo (finger)
e (eh) like e in bet enero (January)
[ (eh-feh) like £ in far favor (favor)
g (heh) like g in gate before a, o, u gustar (to like)
like an exaggerated h in ham ginebra (gin)
before e, i

When followed by ue or ui, the u is guinda (cherry)
silent and the g sounds like the g

in gate
b  (ah-cheh) always silent, unless preceded hotel (hotel)
by ¢
i (ee) like ee in feer vino (wine)
j (hoh-tah) like an exaggerated h in ham jamén (ham)
k  (kah) like k in kilogram kilo (kilogram)
/ (eh-leh) like 1in ler litro (iter)
Il (eh-yeh) like y in yet llave (key)
m  (eh-meh) like m in man mano (hand)
n  (eh-neh) like n in 7o nabo (turnip)
7 (eh-nyeh) like strong ny in canyon pifia (pineapple)
o (oh) like o in organ ocho (eight)
p  (peh) like p in put pan (bread)
q (koo) like k in kilogram queso (cheese)
r  (eh-reh) like a trilled r in rar in the pero (but)
middle of a word
like a strongly trilled r at the
beginning of a word roto (broken)
rr (eh-rreh) like a strongly trilled r in rat carro (car)
s (eh-seh) like s in see seta (mushroom)
t (teh) like tin rop tenedor (fork)
u  (00) like oo in boot jugo (juice)
v (0o-beh) like b in boy vino (wine)
x  (eh-kees) like s in sit before a consonant expreso (express)
like x in examine before a vowel exacto (exact)
y  (yeh) like ee in feet when alone or at the y (and)
end of a word
like a strong y in yet as a consonant yema (yolk)
z  (seh-tah) like s in see zumo (juice)

Oral Practice

Repeat each word as you hear it from your instructor:

banquete (banquetr) ginebra (gin) manguera (bose) pera (pear)
sal (salt) cena (dinner) hotel (botel) nabo (turnip) queso (cheese)
tabla (board) dar (to give) jamén (ham) ufa (fingernail) rapido (fast)
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usted (you) favor (favor) kilo (kilogram) vino (wine) yo (I)
zumo (juice) llama (flame) goma (rubber) zapato (shoe)
gelatina (gelatine) Jorge (George)

EXERCISE 1.1

Find the pronunciation of the following words by referring to the alphabet
sound list and be ready to speak them aloud at your instructor’s request:

bebidas taza tenedor secar ufias
cerveza loza cafetera  silla pan
carro plato cuenta chicle jarrita

Stress In Spanish Words
]

Words with an accent mark (¢, for example) always receive the stress on the syl-
lable that carries the accent mark: café (cah-féh).
Words without accent marks are governed by the following two rules:

1. In words that end in a vowel, n or s, the stress falls on the next to the last syl-
lable: mesero (meh-séh-roh), lavan (lah-vahn), carros(cah-rrohs).

2. In words that end in consonants (except n or s), the stress falls on the last syl-
lable: hotel (oh-téhl), usted (oos-téhd), secar (seh-cahr).

Pronounce the following words stressing the correct syllable:

copa cristaleria trapear  jalea
menu canapé namero  servilleta
pimiento plaqué turno almacén

Common Expressions
]

All languages have a number of expressions that are used often in everyday life.
Anyone attempting to speak and understand Spanish needs to be familiar with
simple expressions, ranging from greetings and introductions to farewells. The fol-
lowing is a list of idiomatic expressions classified into different categories.
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Greetings
(i
Bienvenido. (bee-ehn-beh-née-doh) Welcome.
Buenos dias. (boo-éh-nohs dée-ahs) Good morning.

Buenas tardes. (boo-éh-nahs tahr-dehs) (until sunset)  Good afternoon.
Buenas noches. (boo-éh-nahs néh-chehs) (afier sunset) Good evening.

iHola! (6h-lah!) (informal greeting) Hi!
(Qué tal? (keh tahl?) (informal greeting) Houw is it going?
(Qué pasa? (keh pah-sah?) (informal greeting) What is going on?

EXERCISE 1.3

Greet another student in Spanish using these phrases and wait for his or
her response:

1. {Buenas noches! 2. jHéla! 3. jBuenas tardes! 4. ;Qué tal?

5. {Bienvenido!
EXERCISE 1.4

Translate the following greeting phrases and be ready to pronounce them
in Spanish:

1. Good morning! 2. How is it going? 3. Welcome!
4. Good afternoon! (3 r.m.) 5. Hi! 6. Good evening! (11 r.u.)

With a partner, respond to the following greetings in Spanish:

1. {Héla, buenos dias! 2. jBuenas tardes! 3. jHola! 4. jBuenas noches!
5. ;Qué tal?

Introductions
1]
Me llamo . .. (meh yah-moh . . .) My name'is . . .
¢Como se llama usted? (c6h-moh seh
yah-mah oos-téhd?) What is your name?

Me alegro de conocerle(a). (meh ah-Iéh-
groh deh coh-noh-séhr-leh(ah) I am glad to know you.
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Me alegro de verle(a). (meh ah-léh-groh

deh béhr-leh(ah) I am glad to see you.
Tanto gusto. (t4hn-toh g6os-toh) Glad to meet you.
Mucho gusto. (m6o-choh gbos-toh) Nice to meet you.
Igualmente. (ee-goo-ahl-méhn-teh) Same to you.
Encantado(a). (ehn-cahn-tah-doh(ah) Pleased to meet you.
¢Como esta usted? (c6h-moh ehs-ta
00s-téhd?) How are you?
Bien, gracias, ¢y usted? (bee-éhn grah-
see-ahs ee 00s-téhd?) Very well, thank you, and you?
Bien, gracias. (bee-éhn grah-see-ahs) Very well, thank you.

EXERCISE 1.6

Introduce yourself to another student in Spanish using the following
phrases and wait for his or her response:

1. Me alegro de verle. 2. El gusto es mio. 3. Igualmente. 4. Hoéla, me
llamo Carlos. 5. Encantado. 6. El gusto es mio.

EXERCISE 1.7

Translate the following phrases and be ready to pronounce them in Span-
ish:

1. Hi, what is your name? 2. My name is Carlos. 3. Glad to know you.
4. How are you? 5. Very well, thank you, and you? 6. Very well, thank
you.

EXERCISE 1.8

With a partner, respond to the following introductions addressed to you:

1. Me alegro de verle(a). 2. ;Como esta usted? 3. Mucho gusto. 4. Me
alegro de conocerle(a). 5. Tanto gusto. 6. ;Como se llama usted? 7. Me
llamo Carlos, ;y usted? 8. Soy Lupita. 9. Encantado. 10. El gusto es mio.

Communication and Courtesy

(Sabe usted inglés? (sah-beh oos-téhd
een-gléhs) Do you know English?



Si, sé inglés. (see, seh een-gléhs)

No sé inglés. (noh seh een-gléhs)

¢Sabe usted espafiol? (sah-beh oos-téhd
ehs-pah-nyohl)

Hablo espafiol un poco. (ah-bloh ehs-
pah-ny6hl oon poh-coh)

¢Habla usted inglés? (ah-blah oos-tehd
een-gléhs?)

Si, hablo inglés. (see ah-bloh een-gléhs)

iGracias! (grah-see-ahs)

De nada. (deh n&h-dah)

Por nada. (pohr nah-dah)

Por favor. (pohr fah-béhr)

(Comprende? (cohm-préhn-deh?)

No comprendo. (noh cohm-préhn-doh)

No comprendo bien el espafiol (noh
cohm-préhn-doh bee-éhn ehl ehs-
pah-nyohl)

¢Como se dice . .. en espafiol? (c6h-moh
seh dée-seh . . . ehn ehs-pah-nyohl?)

Se dice . ... (seh dée-seh . ..)

Repita, por favor. (reh-pée-tah, pohr
fah-béhr)

Hable mas despacio. (&h-bleh mahs
dehs-péh-see-oh)

Hable mas alto. (4h-bleh mahs ahl-toh)

No entiendo lo que dice. (noh ehn-
tee-éhn-doh loh keh dée-seh)

iCon permiso! (kohn pehr-mée-soh)
iPerdén! (pehr-déhn)
Lo siento. (loh see-éhn-toh)

Estudiante uno:
Estudiante dos:
Estudiante uno:
Estudiante dos:
Estudiante uno:
Estudiante dos:
Estudiante uno:
Estudiante dos:

EXERCISE 1.9

In pairs, ask and answer the following phrases:

¢COmo se dice “por favor” en inglés?
Se dice please.

(Sabe usted espafiol?

Sé espafiol un poco.

(Habla usted inglés?

Si, hablo inglés.

(Comprende usted inglés?

No comprendo inglés, hablo espafiol.
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Yes, I know English.
I don’t know English.

Do you know Spanish?
1 speak Spanish a little.

Do you speak English?
Yes, I speak English.
Thank you!

You're welcome.
You're welcome.
Please.

Do you understand?
I don’t understand.

I don’t understand Spanish well.

How do you say . . . in Spanish?
You say . . .

Repeat, please.

Speak more slowly.
Speak louder.

1 don’t understand what you
are saying.

Excuse me!

Pardon me!

I am sorry.
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Estudiante uno: (Entiende usted?
Estudiante dos: No entiendo lo que dice.

Translate the following sentences and pronounce them in Spanish:

RN

. Speak louder, please.
. Idon’t know Spanish well.
. I speak Spanish a little.
. Speak more slowly.

Excuse me.
Yes, I speak English.
I don’t understand!

. How do you say “morning” in Spanish?
. You say mafnana.
. Thank you!
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EXERCISE 1.11

With a partner, find the answers to the following questions and respond
when you are asked:

¢Cémo se dice ashtray en espafiol?
¢Como se dice cubeta en inglés?

¢Habla usted inglés?

¢(Sabe usted espafiol?

(Comprende usted?

¢Habla usted espafiol?

¢Sabe usted inglés?

¢Cémo se dice pardon me en espafol?
¢Coémo se dice “con permiso” en inglés?
(Comprende espariol?
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Farewells
(]|
Hasta luego. (ahs-tah loo-éh-goh) See you later.
Adib6s. (ah-dee-6hs) Good-bye.
Hasta mafiana. (dhs-tah mah-nyah-nah) See you tomorrow.
Hasta el lunes. (4hs-tah ehl 160-nehs) See you Monday.
Hasta la vista. (&hs-tah lah vées-tah) See you again.

Que lo pase bien. (keh loh pah-seh bee-éhn) Have a good time.
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Que tenga un buen dia. (keh téhn-gah oon
boo-éhn dée-ah) Have a good day.
Nos vemos. (nohs véh-mohs) (informal) See you.

EXERCISE 1.12

Say farewell to another student in Spanish using these phrases and wait for
his or her response:

1. Que tenga un buen dia. 2. Hasta el lunes. 3. Adids. 4. Hasta luego.
5. Que lo pase bien.

EXERCISE 1.13

Say farewell to another student in Spanish using these phrases and wait for
his/her response:

1. See you Monday. 2. Have a good day. 3. Good-bye. 4. See you later.

5. Have a good time.

Answer the following phrases in Spanish:

1. jHasta mafiana! 2. jAdiés! 3. jNos vemos! 4. jHasta la vista!
5. jHasta el lunes!

Subject Pronouns
]

(The subject pronoun ta is used for friends, family, and children. Here we will be
using only the more formal usted because of the required formal boss—worker,
manager-guest relationship.)

Subject pronouns are not always required in Spanish since the verb ending often
indicates the subject. The subject iz, for all practical purposes, is not used in Span-
ish. The pronouns usted, ustedes are often abbreviated Ud., Uds. or Vd., Vds.
Nosotros and ellos are used to refer to a mixed group.

1 yo (yoh)

he él (ehl)

she ella (éh-yah)
you (sing.) usted (oos-téhd)

we (m.) nosotros (noh-séh-trohs)



PRESENT TENSE OF SER, ESTAR, AND TENER 11

we (f.) nosotras (noh-s6h-trahs)
they (m.) ellos (éh-yohs)

they (f.) ellas (éh-yahs)

you (pl.) ustedes (0os-téh-dehs)

EXERCISE 1.15

Pronounce slowly and carefully the following subject pronouns:

1. nosotros 2. ustedes 3. él 4. ellas 5. ella

Translate the following pronouns and be ready to pronounce them in Spanish:

=

He

. You (one subject)

. You (two or more subjects)

She

. We (mixed group, males and females)
. They (all females)

. We (all females)

1

He

. We (all males)
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EXERCISE 1.17

Assign Spanish object pronouns to the following subjects:

1. Jorge 2. Lupita 3. Jorge and Lupita 4. Lupita and Juanita

5. Lupita and I (1 is a male) 6. Lupita and I (both female) 1. Lupila,
Juanita, and Jorge 8. Lupita, Juanita, and Dolores 9. Lupita, Miguel,
and 1 10. Miguel, Juan, and I (I is a male)

Present Tense of ser, estar, and tener
1]

Although these verbs are irregular, students should be acquainted with them be-
cause they are used often in Spanish conversation. The verbs ser and estar present
a problem to English-speaking students because both are translated 7o be. The uses
of these verbs (when to use one or the other) will be discussed in a later chapter.
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ser (sehr) estar (ehs-tahr) tener (teh-néhr)
yo soy (séh-ee) estoy (ehs-téh-ee) tengo (téhn-goh)
él, ella, usted es (ehs) esta (ehs-tah) tiene (tee-éh-neh)
nosotros, nosotras Somos estamos tenemos
(séh-mohs) (ehs-tdh-mohs) (teh-néh-mohs)
ellos, ellas, ustedes  son (sohn) estan (ehs-tdhn) tienen (tee-éh-ehn)

EXERCISE 1.18

Pronounce the following statements in Spanish:

1. él tiene 2. nosotros somos 3. ellas estin 4. nosotras tenemos
5. yosoy 6. yoestoy 7. ustedestienen 8. ellaes 9. usted esta

10. yo tengo
EXERCISE 1.19

Translate the following phrases using both pronouns and verb forms and

be ready to pronounce them in Spanish:
1. They have (two options)

. He is (two options)

. Tam (two options)

. You are (four options)

She has

We are (four options)

1 have

. She is (two options)

. He bas

. They are (four options)
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In pairs, translate the following phrases into English including the corre-
sponding subject pronouns:

1. soy 2. tienen (three options) 3. esta (three options) 4. somos (two
options) 5. tengo 6. estan (three options) 7. tiene (three options)
8. tenemos (two options) 9. Jorge tiene 10. Lupita and Dolores tienen
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In groups of two, translate, practice, and be ready to role-play the following
dialogue between a restaurant supervisor and an hourly employee:

CONVERSATIONAL PROFESSIONAL INTERACTION

Estudiante uno (supervisor):  iBuenos dias! Me alegro de conocerle(a).

Estudiante dos (hourly worker):  jBuenos dias! Igualmente.

Estudiante uno: ;Quién es usted?

Estudiante dos: Soy Lupita. ;Y usted?
Estudiante uno: Soy el supervisor.
Estudiante uno: ;,Cémo esta usted?
Estudiante dos: Bien, ;y usted?

Estudiante uno: Bien, gracias.

Estudiante dos: ¢Habla usted espafiol?
Estudiante uno: Hablo espafiol un poco.
Estudiante dos: (Comprende usted inglés?
Estudiante uno: Si, comprendo inglés.
Estudiante dos: ¢Como se dice “de nada” en inglés?
Estudiante uno: Se dice “you are welcome.”
Estudiante dos: ;,Cémo se llama?

Estudiante uno: Me llamo Carlos.
Estudiante dos: Encantado(a).

Estudiante uno: El gusto es mio.

i QUESTIONS TO THE CLASS

Answer the following questions asked by your instructor (or by another student)
without looking at your textbook or any class notes:

=

N
o
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(Qué tal?

(Como se llama usted?

(Cémo esta usted?

¢Sabe usted inglés?

(Sabe usted espafiol?

¢Habla usted inglés?

¢Habla usted espafiol?

(Comprende?

¢Como se dice “qué tal” en inglés?

¢Cémo se dice “you’re welcome” en espafiol?



