
1 The Most Unforgettable Travel 
Experiences  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7

2 The Best Charming Small 
Towns  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9

3 The Best Outdoor 
Adventures  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .11

4 The Best Hotels  . . . . . . . . . . . .13

5 The Best Dining Experiences  . . .15

Planning Your Trip to Argentina 182

Contents
List of Maps vii

What’s New in Argentina & Chile  1

The Best of Argentina & Chile 71

1 The Regions in Brief  . . . . . . . . .18

2 Visitor Information  . . . . . . . . . .21

3 Entry Requirements 
& Customs  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .21

4 Money  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .22

5 When to Go  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .23

6 Health & Insurance  . . . . . . . . . .24

7 Specialized Travel Resources  . . .25

8 Getting There  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .27

9 Getting Around  . . . . . . . . . . . .29

10 The Active Vacation Planner  . . .31

Fast Facts: Argentina  . . . . . . . .32

Buenos Aires 353

1 Essentials  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .38

Fast Facts: Buenos Aires  . . . . . .41

2 Where to Stay  . . . . . . . . . . . . .43

3 Where to Dine  . . . . . . . . . . . . .54

4 What to See & Do  . . . . . . . . . .62

5 Shopping  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .72

6 Buenos Aires After Dark  . . . . . .75

Tango: Lessons in the Dance 
of Seduction & Despair  . . . . . . .76

1 Mar del Plata, Argentina  . . . . . .80

2 An Introduction to Uruguay  . . . .82

3 Montevideo  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .83

Fast Facts: Montevideo  . . . . . . .86

4 Punta del Este  . . . . . . . . . . . . .91

5 Colonia del Sacramento  . . . . . .95

Side Trips from Buenos Aires  804

Iguazú Falls 975

1 Puerto Iguazú  . . . . . . . . . . . . .97

Behind the Falls and into
the Iguazú Jungle  . . . . . . . . . .101

2 The Brazilian Side: Foz do 
Iguaçu  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .104

02_584391 ftoc.qxd  5/17/05  7:53 PM  Page iii

CO
PYRIG

HTED
 M

ATERIA
L



1 Mendoza  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .135

Fast Facts: Mendoza  . . . . . . . .138

2 Touring the Wineries  . . . . . . . .145

The Story of Mendoza’s 
Wine  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .147

3 The Alta Montaña Driving 
Circuit  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .148

Hitting the Slopes in 
Las Leñas  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .151

The Argentine Lake District 1539

1 San Carlos de Bariloche  . . . . .154

Fast Facts: Bariloche  . . . . . . . .158

2 Villa La Angostura  . . . . . . . . .171

3 San Martín de los Andes  . . . . .175

Fast Facts: San Martín 
de los Andes  . . . . . . . . . . . . .176

4 Junín de los Andes  . . . . . . . . .185

Peninsula Valdes 18710

Mendoza 1358

1 Puerto Madryn  . . . . . . . . . . . .188

Fast Facts: Puerto Madryn  . . . .190

2 Puerto Piramides  . . . . . . . . . .195

3 Trelew  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .197

High Tea in Gaiman  . . . . . . . .199

Planning Your Trip to Chile 20011

1 The Regions in Brief  . . . . . . . .200

2 Visitor Information  . . . . . . . . .202

Recommended Websites 
for Chile  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .203

3 Entry Requirements 
& Customs  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .203

4 Money  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .204

5 When to Go  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .205

6 Health & Insurance  . . . . . . . . .207

7 Specialized Travel Resources  . . .207

8 Getting There  . . . . . . . . . . . . .208

9 Getting Around  . . . . . . . . . . .209

10 Tips on Accommodations  . . . .212

11 The Active Vacation Planner  . . .213

Fast Facts: Chile  . . . . . . . . . . .216

The Northwest 1076

1 Salta  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .107

Riding the Train to 
the Clouds  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .110

2 A Driving Tour of the 
Calchaquíes Valley via Cachi
& Cafayate  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .115

3 San Salvador de Jujuy  . . . . . . .120

4 Driving the Quebrada de
Humahuaca (Humahuaca 
Gorge)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .123

Córdoba 1247

1 Córdoba  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .124

Fast Facts: Córdoba  . . . . . . . .126

2 Villa Carlos Paz  . . . . . . . . . . .131

3 La Falda  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .133

C O N T E N T Siv

02_584391 ftoc.qxd  5/17/05  7:54 PM  Page iv



vC O N T E N T S

1 Orientation  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .218

2 Getting Around  . . . . . . . . . . .221

Fast Facts: Santiago  . . . . . . . .223

3 Where To Stay  . . . . . . . . . . . .224

4 Where to Dine  . . . . . . . . . . . .233

5 Seeing the Sights  . . . . . . . . . .242

6 Shopping  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .252

7 Santiago After Dark  . . . . . . . .254

Around Santiago & the Central Valley 25813

1 Viña del Mar  . . . . . . . . . . . . .260

Fast Facts: Viña del Mar  . . . . .261

2 Valparaíso  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .267

Walking Tour: From the Port
to the Heights of Valparaiso  . . .274

3 Excursions Outside Valparaíso 
& Viña del Mar  . . . . . . . . . . . .278

4 Cajón de Maipo  . . . . . . . . . . .279

5 The Central Valley  . . . . . . . . . .283

The “Wild West” of 
South America  . . . . . . . . . . . .284

Pomaire Pottery  . . . . . . . . . . .285

A Select Tour of Chile’s 
Vineyards  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .286

6 The Wineries of the Central 
Valley  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .288

7 The Nearby Ski Resorts  . . . . . .293

8 Chillán & Termas de 
Chillán Resort  . . . . . . . . . . . .296

The Desert North & San Pedro de Atacama 30014

Santiago 21812

1 Calama & the Chuquicamata 
Copper Mine  . . . . . . . . . . . . .302

2 San Pedro de Atacama  . . . . . .305

The Chilean Lake District 31515

1 Temuco  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .315

The Alerce & the Araucaria: 
Living National Monuments  . . .320

2 Villarrica & Pucón  . . . . . . . . . .322

3 Siete Lagos: Panguipulli 
& Lican Ray  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .338

4 Valdivia  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .342

5 Puyehue  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .350

6 Frutillar, Puerto Octay, Puerto 
Varas, Lago Llanquihue, 
Ensenada, Parque Nacional 
Vicente Pérez Rosales & the 
Lake Crossing to Argentina  . . .353

7 Puerto Montt  . . . . . . . . . . . . .369

8 Ferry Crossings to the Carretera 
Austral & Sailing to Patagonia
Through the Fjords  . . . . . . . . .375

Driving to & Around Chiloé  . . .378

Chiloé’s World Heritage 
Churches  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .380

1 Ancud  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .380

“See Food” Everywhere: 
What to Eat on Chiloé  . . . . . .383

2 Castro  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .385

3 Excursions Outside Castro  . . . .389

Chiloé 37716

02_584391 ftoc.qxd  5/17/05  7:54 PM  Page v



The Carretera Austral 39317

1 Driving the Carretera 
Austral  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .393

2 Parque Nacional Alerce 
Andino  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .396

3 Pumalín Park  . . . . . . . . . . . . .397

4 Chaitén  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .399

5 South from Chaitén:
Futaleufú  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .402

Rafting on the Rio 
Futaleufú  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .405

6 Puyuhuapi  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .408

7 Coyhaique  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .411

Fast Facts: Coyhaique  . . . . . . .414

8 Puerto Aysén, Puerto 
Chacabuco & Laguna
San Rafael National Park  . . . .421

Patagonia, Tierra del Fuego & Antarctica 42518

1 Punta Arenas, Chile  . . . . . . . .426

Cruising from Punta Arenas
to Ushuaia  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .428

Fast Facts: Punta Arenas  . . . . .430

2 Puerto Natales, Chile  . . . . . . .439

Fast Facts: Puerto Natales  . . . .440

3 Parque Nacional Torres 
del Paine, Chile  . . . . . . . . . . .447

4 El Calafate, Argentina  . . . . . . .457

5 El Chaltén & the Fitz Roy Area,
Argentina  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .466

6 The Far South: Puerto Williams,
Chile  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .469

7 Tierra del Fuego: Ushuaia,
Argentina  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .471

8 Antarctica  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .480

Index 487

C O N T E N T Svi

02_584391 ftoc.qxd  5/17/05  7:54 PM  Page vi



List of Maps

Argentina 19

Buenos Aires 36

Uruguay 83

Montevideo 85

The Iguazú Falls Region 99

Northwestern Argentina 109

Córdoba 125

Mendoza 137

Argentina’s Lake District 155

San Carlos de Bariloche 157

Peninsula Valdes 189

Chile 201

Santiago at a Glance 219

Downtown Santiago 
Accommodations, Dining
& Attractions 226

Accommodations, Dining 
& Attractions in Providencia
& Las Condes 229

Around Santiago & the Central 
Valley 259

Valparaíso 269

Walking Tour: From the Port to the
Heights of Valparaíso 275

The Desert North 301

Chile’s Lake District 317

Valdivia 343

Puerto Montt 371

Chiloé 379

The Carretera Austral 395

Coyhaique 413

Patagonia 427

Punta Arenas 429

Ushuaia 473

Antarctica 481

02_584391 ftoc.qxd  5/17/05  7:54 PM  Page vii


