


Unlike much of New England, Martha’s Vineyard has long been
a melting pot in which locals, homeowners, and summer people
coexist in an almost effortless comfort, united in their disapproval
of traffic, their criticism of the Steamship Authority, and their pro-
tective attitude toward the island. The roots of Martha’s Vineyard’s
diversity go back more than 100 years. In the late 19th century, Oak
Bluffs, with its religious roots, was one of the first spots where
African Americans of means went on vacation. Today, this commu-
nity includes such notable celebrities as film director Spike Lee and
Washington power broker Vernon Jordan. In the tiny town of
Aquinnah, the Wampanoags are the only Native American tribe 
in the region to have official status in Washington, D.C. Twelfth-
generation Vineyarders farm the land in Chilmark and rub shoul-
ders at Cronig’s Market with posh Yankees from Edgartown.

There’s always a lot of “hurry up and wait” involved in ferry
travel, so allowing yourself just a weekend on the Vineyard may be
less than you need. If you’re traveling from New York, take an extra
day off, allowing a minimum of 3 days for this trip. Four days will
feel more comfortable. From Boston, a couple days is fine (the drive
from Boston to Woods Hole takes 11⁄2 hr. with no traffic), but
beware of summer weekend bottlenecks (never aim for the last
ferry). You really don’t need to bring a car to get around this small
island, but if you absolutely have to be accompanied by four wheels,
you’ll need a car reservation for the ferry (see “Getting Around,”
below, for details).

Savor the 45-minute ferry ride to and from this pastoral place.
The Vineyard’s pace is decidedly laid-back, and your biggest chore
should be to try to blend in with the prevalent, ultra-cool attitude.
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Going Native on Martha’s Vineyard
Down-island: If you must buy a Black Dog T-shirt, wait until
you get home to wear it. Don’t loiter at the Charlotte Inn.
Have cocktails on the porch of the Harborview Hotel. In Oak
Bluffs, don’t ask when Illumination Night is (it’s a secret).
Experience Edgartown on a snowy winter weekend or in
spring when the lilacs are in bloom.

Up-island: When in doubt, don’t wear shoes. Sail a boat to
a remote beach for a picnic. Don’t view the rolling farmlands
from a tour bus. By all means, bike. Canoe. Rent a cottage for
a week or two. Don’t be a day-tripper.

Fun Fact
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1 Martha’s Vineyard Orientation
For information on getting to Martha’s Vineyard, see “Getting There,” in chapter 2.

ARRIVING
Upon arrival, you’ll find taxis at all ferry terminals and at the air-
port, and there are permanent taxi stands in Oak Bluffs (at the Fly-
ing Horses Carousel) and Edgartown (next to the Town Wharf ).
Most taxi outfits operate cars as well as vans for larger groups and
travelers with bikes. Cab companies on the island include Adam
Cab (& 800/281-4462 or 508/693-3332), Accurate Cab (& 888/
557-9798 or 508/627-9798; the only all-night service); All Island
Taxi (& 800/693-TAXI or 508/693-2929); Atlantic Taxi (& 508/
693-7110); Martha’s Vineyard Taxi (& 508/693-9611 or 508/
693-8660); Mario’s Taxi (& 508/693-8399); and Marlene’s Taxi
(& 508/693-0037). Rates from town to town in summer are gener-
ally flat fees based on where you’re headed and the number of pas-
sengers on board. A trip from Vineyard Haven to Edgartown would
probably cost around $15 for two people. Late-night revelers should
keep in mind that rates are double from midnight until 7am.

VISITOR INFORMATION
Contact the Martha’s Vineyard Chamber of Commerce at Beach
Road, Vineyard Haven, MA 02568 (& 508/693-0085; fax
508/693-7589; www.mvy.com). Their office is 2 blocks up from the
ferry terminal in Vineyard Haven and is open Monday to Friday
from 9am to 5pm year-round plus weekends in season. There are
also information booths at the ferry terminal in Vineyard Haven,
across from the Flying Horses Carousel in Oak Bluffs, and on
Church Street in Edgartown. The Edgartown info booth is particu-
larly convenient. It offers a free phone to call taxis, as well as an
ATM, post office, and sundry store. You’ll want to poke your head
into these offices to pick up free maps, tourist handbooks, and fly-
ers on tours and events, or to get answers to any questions you may
have. Most inns also have tourist handbooks and maps available for
guests.

Always check the two local newspapers, the Vineyard Gazette
(www.mvgazette.com) and the Martha’s Vineyard Times (www.
mvtimes.com), for information on current events.

In case of an emergency, call & 911 and/or head for the Martha’s
Vineyard Hospital, Linton Lane, Oak Bluffs (& 508/693-0410),
which has a 24-hour emergency room.

C H A P T E R  5 . S E T T L I N G  I N T O  M A R T H A’ S  V I N E YA R D94

08_576291 ch05.qxd  3/21/05  2:21 PM  Page 94



NEIGHBORHOODS IN BRIEF: DOWN-ISLAND,
UP-ISLAND
The six towns on Martha’s Vineyard have distinct identities, but
they can be divided into “down-island,” referring to Vineyard
Haven (officially called Tisbury), Edgartown, and Oak Bluffs; and
“up-island,” made up of West Tisbury, Chilmark, and Aquinnah.

Vineyard Haven, where the majority of ferry passengers disem-
bark, tends to be a quieter community than the other down-island
towns of Edgartown and Oak Bluffs, perhaps because of its “dry”
status. Nevertheless, several fine restaurants, as well as some won-
derful shops and galleries, are along Main Street. The town’s Vine-
yard Playhouse hosts a full season of plays every summer. Vineyard
Haven has several inns within walking distance of the center of
town, as well as a small public beach on the harbor.

To many visitors, prim and proper Edgartown is Martha’s Vine-
yard. It’s certainly the Vineyard’s fanciest community, where regal his-
toric captain’s houses are lined up behind picket fences. Most of the
island’s B&Bs and inns are in Edgartown, as well as many fine restau-
rants, bars, shops and galleries. Katama Beach is a short bike ride away,
and State Beach lies between Edgartown and Oak Bluffs. You can also
take a short ferry to the island of Chappaquiddick from Oak Bluffs.

Oak Bluffs feels like a more casual community than Edgartown:
It has a touch of honky-tonk. This is where you find the famous gin-
gerbread houses, which are elaborately decorated Carpenter Gothic
summer cottages originally built in the late 19th century. The cot-
tages surround a huge wrought-iron tabernacle, which hosts live
concerts as well as church services in the summer. The Flying Horses
Carousel nearby is one of the oldest in the country. Most of the
island’s bars, as well as live music, are in Oak Bluffs. Several fine
restaurants are on Circuit Avenue, which is Oak Bluffs’ main street.
More casual restaurants, as well as shops, are along the harbor. Oak
Bluffs has a range of lodging accommodations, from historic water-
front B&Bs to inexpensive motels and lodging houses.

West Tisbury is a rural community in the center of the island.
The center of the community is Alley’s General Store, which oper-
ates much the same as it must have 100 years ago. The town has sev-
eral fine art galleries, and the area features miles of beautiful
countryside with rolling farmland and forests.

Chilmark, a rural community next to West Tisbury, is mainly
residential, though it contains the charming fishing village of Men-
emsha on the coast. Menemsha, with its fishing boats lined up along
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the pier, as well as a small selection of shops and restaurants, is
worth a half-day trip.

Aquinnah, formerly known as Gay Head, is the headquarters for
the Wampanoag Indian Tribe. Here you’ll find beautiful coastal
scenery and beaches, as well as the famous red-clay cliffs.

GETTING AROUND
The down-island towns of Vineyard Haven, Oak Bluffs, and Edgar-
town are fairly compact, and if your inn is located in the heart of
one of these small towns, you’ll be within walking distance of shop-
ping, beaches, and attractions in town. Frequent shuttle buses can
whisk you to the other down-island towns and beaches in 5 to 15
minutes. To explore the up-island towns, you’ll need to bike; it’s
possible to tour the entire island—60 some-odd miles—in a day. In
season, you can also take the shuttle bus up-island. Otherwise, you
have to take a cab.

BY BICYCLE & MOPED You shouldn’t leave without exploring
the Vineyard on two wheels, even if only for a couple of hours.
There’s a little of everything for cyclists, from paved paths to hilly
country roads (see “Beaches & Recreational Pursuits,” in chapter 6,
for details on where to ride), and you don’t have to be an expert rider
to enjoy yourself. Plus, biking is a relatively hassle-free way to get
around the island.

Mopeds are also a way to navigate Vineyard roads, but remember
that some roads tend to be narrow and rough—the number of acci-
dents involving mopeds seems to rise every year, and many islanders
are opposed to these vehicles. The renting of mopeds is banned in
Edgartown. You need a driver’s license to rent a moped. If you rent
a moped, be aware that they are considered quite dangerous on the
island’s busy, narrow, winding, and sandy roads.

Bike-, scooter-, and moped-rental shops are clustered throughout
all three down-island towns. Bike rentals cost about $15 to $30 a
day (the higher prices are for suspension mountain bikes), scooters
and mopeds $30 to $80. In Vineyard Haven, try Strictly Bikes,
Union Street (& 508/693-0782); Martha’s Bike Rentals, Lagoon
Pond Road (& 508/693-6593); or Adventure/Thrifty Rentals,
Beach Road (& 508/693-1959), which rents mopeds only. In Oak
Bluffs, there’s Anderson’s, Circuit Avenue Extension (& 508/
693-9346), which rents bikes only; DeBettencourt’s Bike Shop,
31 Circuit Ave. Extension (& 508/693-0011); Ride-On Mopeds,
Circuit Avenue Extension (& 508/693-2076); Sun ’n’ Fun, Lake
Avenue (& 508/693-5457); and Vineyard Bike & Moped, Oak
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Bluffs Avenue (& 508/693-4498). In Edgartown, you’ll find R. W.
Cutler Bike, 1 Main St. (& 508/627-4052); Edgartown Bicycles,
190 Upper Main St. (& 508/627-9008); and Wheel Happy, 204
Upper Main St. and 8 S. Water St. (& 508/627-5928), which rents
bikes only.

BY CAR & JEEP If you’re coming to the Vineyard for a few days
and you’re going to stick to the down-island towns, I think it’s best
to leave your car at home, since traffic and parking on the island can
be brutal in summer. Also, it’s easy to take the shuttle buses (see
below) from town to town, or simply bike your way around. If
you’re staying for a longer period of time or you want to do some
exploring up-island, you should bring your car or rent one on the
island—my favorite way to tour the Vineyard is by Jeep. Keep in
mind that car-rental rates can soar during peak season, and gas is
also much more expensive on the island. Off-road driving on the
beaches is a major topic of debate on the Vineyard, and the most
popular spots may be closed for nesting piping plovers at the height
of the season. If you plan to do some off-road exploration, check
with the Chamber of Commerce to see if the trails are open to 
vehicles before you rent. To drive off-road at Cape Pogue or Cape
Wasque on Chappaquiddick, you’ll need to purchase a permit from
the Trustees of Reservations (& 508/627-7260); the cost is $70
to $110.

National car-rental chains are at the airport and in Vineyard Haven
and Oak Bluffs. Local agencies also operate out of all three port-towns,
and many of them also rent Jeeps, mopeds, and bikes. The national
chains include Budget (& 800/527-0700 or 508/693-1911), Hertz
(& 800/654-3131), and Thrifty (& 800/874-4389).

In Vineyard Haven, you’ll find Adventure Rentals, Beach Road
(& 508/693-1959), where a Jeep will run you about $130 per day
in season; Atlantic/Consumer Car Rental, 15 Beach Rd. (& 508/
693-0480), which rents small cars for about $60 per day; and
Holmes Hole Car Rentals, Water Street (& 508/693-8838), where a
four-wheel-drive vehicle rents for about $120 per day in season. In
Edgartown, try AAA Island Rentals, 141 Main St. (& 508/627-6800;
also at Five Corners in Vineyard Haven (& 508/696-5300). Another
recommendable Island company that operates out of the airport is 
All Island Rent-a-Car (& 508/693-6868).

BY SHUTTLE BUS & TROLLEY In season, shuttle buses run
often enough to make them a practical means of getting around.
The Martha’s Vineyard Transit Authority (& 508/693-9440;
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www.vineyardtransit.com) provides the cheapest, quickest, and eas-
iest way to get around the island during the busy summer season
and in the off season too. Connecting Vineyard Haven (near the
ferry terminal), Oak Bluffs (near the Civil War statue in Ocean
Park), and Edgartown (Church St., near the Old Whaling Church),
the transit authority buses cost $2 to $4 per trip, depending on dis-
tance. The price is $1 per town. So, if you are going from Vineyard
Haven to Oak Bluffs, the price is $2. If you are going from Vine-
yard Haven past Oak Bluffs to Edgartown, that trip will cost $3. 
A 1-day pass with unlimited trips is $6, a 3-day pass is $15, and a
7-day pass is $25. Seniors over 70 years old pay half-price and chil-
dren under 6 years old ride free.

From early May to early October, buses run from 5:30am to 1am
every half-hour or hour. Hours are reduced in spring, fall, and win-
ter. From late June through August, buses go out to Aquinnah (via
the airport, West Tisbury, and Chilmark), leaving every couple of
hours from down-island towns and looping about every hour
through up-island towns. The Edgartown Downtown Shuttle and
the South Beach buses circle throughout town or out to South
Beach every 30 minutes in season. They also stop at the free park-
ing lots just north of the town center—this is a great way to avoid
circling the streets in search of a vacant spot on busy weekends.

THE CHAPPAQUIDDICK FERRY The On-Time ferry
(& 508/627-9427) runs the 5-minute trip from Memorial Wharf
on Dock Street in Edgartown to Chappaquiddick Island from June
to mid-October, every 5 minutes from 7am to midnight. Passengers,
bikes, mopeds, dogs, and cars (three at a time) are all welcome. The
one-way cost is $1 per person, $4 for one car/one driver, $2.50 for
one bike/one person, and $3.50 for one moped or motorcycle/one
person.
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FAST FACTS: Martha’s Vineyard

Area Code The telephone area code for the Vineyard is 508.
You must always dial 1 and this area code first, even if you are
making a call to another Vineyard number.

Banks Automated teller machines (ATMs) are in a number of
locations on Martha’s Vineyard. In Edgartown, ATMs are
located at the Church Street visitors center; 2 South Water St.
(near the corner of Main St.); and 19 Main St. (just west of
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North Water St.). In Oak Bluffs, there are ATMS on Oak Bluffs
Avenue, at the Park Avenue Mall, and next to the Flying Horses.
In Vineyard Haven, ATMs are at 75 Main St.; 53 Main St.; and 
40 South Main St.

Emergencies Phone & 911 for fire, police, emergency, or
ambulance; be prepared to give your number, address, name,
and a quick report. If you get into desperate straits—if, for
example, your money is stolen and you need assistance
arranging to get home—contact the Travelers Aid office in
Boston (& 617/542-7286).

Hospital In case of a medical emergency, Martha’s Vineyard
Hospital, Linton Lane, Oak Bluffs (& 508/693-0410), has a 24-
hour emergency room.

Liquor Laws The legal drinking age in Massachusetts is 21.
Most bars are allowed to stay open until 1am every day, with
“last call” at 12:30am. Beer, wine, and liquor are sold at pack-
age stores only. On Martha’s Vineyard, alcohol is only allowed
to be served in the towns of Edgartown and Oak Bluffs. The
other four towns, Aquinnah, Chilmark, West Tisbury, and Tis-
bury (Vineyard Haven) are “dry,” meaning no alcohol can be
served or purchased. Many restaurants in those towns allow
you to bring your own alcoholic beverages to accompany your
dinner. Some charge a corking fee. Call ahead to be sure.

Newspapers & Magazines Martha’s Vineyard has two newspa-
pers, the long-established Martha’s Vineyard Gazette, and the
upstart, the Martha’s Vineyard Times. The Gazette is published
twice a week in the summer and once a week in the off season.
The Times, which is free, is published once a week year-round.
The two newspapers have dueling editorial pages and it’s fun
to compare and contrast the two, especially on big island issues.

Public Restrooms The Vineyard has numerous public rest-
rooms. In Vineyard Haven, you’ll find them in the ferry termi-
nals and in the A&P parking lot (open seasonally). In Oak
Bluffs, bathrooms are next to the ferry terminal, on Kennebec
Avenue, and beside the harbor next to Our Market. In Men-
emsha, public bathrooms are located on the pier across from
the fish markets; and in Aquinnah, they are near the cliffs
parking lot. In Edgartown, public bathrooms are at the Church
Street Visitor Center and in Town Hall (weekdays only), as well
as at Katama Beach. In West Tisbury, restrooms are in the
Grange Hall next to Town Hall.
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2 Where to Stay
When deciding where to stay on Martha’s Vineyard, you’ll need to
consider the type of vacation you prefer. The down-island towns of
Vineyard Haven, Oak Bluffs, and Edgartown provide shops, restau-
rants, beaches, and harbors all within walking distance, and fre-
quent shuttles to get you all over the island. But all three can be
overly crowded on busy summer weekends. Vineyard Haven is the
gateway for most of the ferry traffic; Oak Bluffs is a raucous town
with most of the Vineyard’s bars and nightclubs; and many visitors
make a beeline to Edgartown’s manicured Main Street. Up-island
inns provide more peace and quiet, but you’ll probably need a car to
get around, including going to the beach. Nevertheless, you’ll find
some wonderful places to stay on the Vineyard, and all of the fol-
lowing choices have something special to offer.

EDGARTOWN
VERY  EXPENS IVE
Charlotte Inn Ask anyone to recommend the best inn on
the island and this is the name you’re most likely to hear—not just
because it’s the most expensive, but because it’s easily the most
refined. Owners Gery and Paula Conover have been tirelessly fine-
tuning this cluster of 18th- and 19th-century houses (five in all,
counting the Carriage House, a replica) since 1971. Linked by for-
mal gardens, each house has a distinctive look and feel, though the
predominant mode is English country, with fascinating antiques,
hunting prints, and quirky decorative accents. All but one room
have televisions, and some have VCRs. Bathrooms are luxurious,
and some are enormous (bigger than most hotel rooms). In the ele-
gant 1860 Main House, the common rooms double as the Edgar-
town Art Gallery and feature Ray Ellis’s wonderful oil paintings.
This is one of only two Relais & Châteaux properties on the Cape
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Smoking On Martha’s Vineyard, all restaurants and bars are
smoke-free. There is also no smoking allowed in the commons
areas of inns on the Vineyard. There may be some inns where
certain rooms are designated for smokers, and visitors wishing
to smoke should inquire when they book their rooms.

Time Zone Martha’s Vineyard is in the Eastern Time zone and
goes on daylight saving time in the spring.
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and Islands—a world-class distinction that designates excellence in
hospitality. The inn’s restaurant, L’étoile, is the island’s best fine-
dining restaurant (see “Where to Dine,” later in this chapter).
27 S. Summer St. (in the center of town), Edgartown, MA 02539. & 508/
627-4751. Fax 508/627-4652. 25 units (all with tub/shower). Summer $325–$695
double; $695–$895 suite. Rates include continental breakfast; full breakfast offered
for extra charge ($15). AE, MC, V. Open year-round. No children under 14. Ameni-
ties: Restaurant; turndown service; newspapers available at breakfast. In room:
A/C, TV (all rooms but 1), VCR (in some), hair dryer.

Harbor View Hotel This is the Vineyard’s version of a grand
hotel. It has the most amenities, including outdoor pool, tennis
courts, a very fine restaurant (The Coach House; see “Where to
Dine,” later in this chapter), and a cozy bar that serves lunch and
dinner (you can ask to be served by the pool, if you like). Enjoying
a drink on one of the rocking chairs on the hotel’s expansive wrap-
around porch has to be one of the ultimate Vineyard experiences.
The view is one of the Vineyard’s best, Edgartown Lighthouse,
Edgartown Harbor, and across to the island of Chappaquiddick.
The rooms at the Harbor View are mostly standard, but front rooms
that overlook that terrific view are very expensive and some would
say well worth the price. In back of the hotel, a large pool is sur-
rounded by newer annexes, where some rooms and suites have kitch-
enettes. The hotel is located just far enough from “downtown” to
avoid the traffic hassles, but close enough for a pleasant walk past
impressive captain’s houses.
131 N. Water St. (about 1⁄2 mile northwest of Main St.), Edgartown, MA 02539.
& 800/255-6005 or 508/627-7000. Fax 508/627-8417. www.harbor-view.com. 124
units (all with tub/shower). Summer $345–$615 double; $575–$695 1-bedroom
suite; $750–$775 2-bedroom suite; $925 3-bedroom suite.AE, DC, MC,V. Open year-
round. Amenities: Restaurant; bar; heated outdoor pool; 2 tennis courts; concierge;
room service (seasonal only: breakfast, lunch, and dinner); babysitting; same-day
laundry service. In room: A/C, TV, fridge, hair dryer, iron, safe.

Hob Knob Inn Owner Maggie White has reinvented this
19th-century Gothic revival inn as an exquisite destination now
vying for honors as one of the Vineyard’s best places to stay. Her
style is peppy/preppy, with crisp floral fabrics and striped patterns
creating a clean and comfortable look. Sure, it’s meticulously deco-
rated, but nothing is overdone. All rooms are equipped with
bathrobes and fine toiletries. Returning guests get little extras, such
as a small box of Chilmark Chocolates. Maggie and her attentive
staff will pack a splendid picnic basket or plan a charter fishing trip
on Maggie’s 27-foot Boston Whaler. The full farm breakfast is a
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ACCOMMODATIONS
Beach Plum Inn & Restaurant  1 
The Captain R. Flanders House  4 
Hostelling International
    Martha's Vineyard  9
The Inn at Blueberry Hill  6 
Lambert's Cove Country Inn  7 
Menemsha Inn and Cottages  5 
The Winnetu Inn & Resort  10

DINING 
At the Cornerway  3 
The Bite  1 
Bittersweet  8
Home Port  2
Lure  10
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delight and is served at beautifully appointed individual tables in the
sunny, brightly painted dining rooms. Bovine lovers will enjoy the
agrarian theme, a decorative touch throughout the inn. The Thaxter
House across the street, which is rented by the week, accommodates
up to eight people in four bedrooms.
128 Main St. (on upper Main St., in the center of town), Edgartown, MA 02539.
& 800/696-2723 or 508/627-9510. Fax 508/627-4560. www.hobknob.com. 24
units, 4-bedroom cottage. Summer $275–$550 double; $7,500 per week for cot-
tage. Rates include full breakfast and afternoon tea. AE, MC, V. Open year-round.
Amenities: Exercise room; rental bikes ($20 per day); limited room service; mas-
sage (extra charge). In room: A/C, TV, hair dryer.

The Winnetu Inn & Resort This is the island’s newest
lodging option, a large luxury hotel on 11 acres overlooking South
Beach in Katama. Guests can walk down a 250-yard path to get to
the private beach. A 3-mile bike path links the inn to Edgartown, but
the inn also runs a shuttle service that can pick up inn guests at the
Edgartown ferry. Most rooms are two- and three-bedroom suites
with kitchenettes, and there is one deluxe cottage with a four-person
hot tub and a roof deck. Some have ocean views and conveniences
such as a washer/dryer. Many have private decks or patios. The
rooms are decorated in a modern, cozy style. The inn offers a num-
ber of amenities at an extra charge, including rental of beach cabanas,
bicycle delivery service, grocery delivery service, and Wednesday
evening family-style clambakes in season. For kids, the inn hosts chil-
dren’s programs and has such on-site amusements as outdoor Ping-
Pong, foosball, a pool, and a putting green. For active guests, the inn
staff arranges “island adventure day trips” that include fishing, kayak-
ing, and beach buggy rides for an extra charge. The inn’s fine-dining
restaurant, Lure, is top-notch (see “Where to Dine,” later in this
chapter). A general store is on-site for snacks and sun-dried items. In
high season, late June to early September, there is a 3-night mini-
mum stay during the week and a 4-night minimum stay on week-
ends. Several wheelchair-accessible rooms are available.
South Beach, Edgartown, MA 02539. & 978/443-1733 (reservations line), or
508/627-4747. www.winnetu.com. 48 units, 1 deluxe cottage. Summer $305 dou-
ble; $570–$630 1-bedroom suite; $1,255 3-bedroom suite. MC, V. Closed Dec to
mid-Apr. Amenities: Restaurant; outdoor heated pool; pro putting green; tennis
courts (6 Har-Tru, 4 all-weather); fitness room; children’s program (late June to early
Sept, complimentary 9am–noon, charge in evenings, for 3-year-olds through pre-
teens); concierge; laundry facilities. In room: A/C, TV/VCR, fridge, coffeemaker, iron,
microwave.

Kids
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EXPENSIVE
Ashley Inn Located on Main Street in Edgartown, this
attractive B&B is just a short walk to the many shops and restau-
rants on Main Street, and the picturesque harbor. Innkeepers Fred
and Janet Hurley have decorated the bedrooms in this 1860 cap-
tain’s house with period antiques and quilts, and some have canopy
or four-poster beds. There are thoughtful extras at this B&B, like a
little box of Chilmark Chocolates left on your pillow. In the morn-
ing, breakfast is served on individual tables in the dining room.
129 Main St., Edgartown, MA 02539. & 508/627-9655. Fax 508/627-6629.
www.ashleyinn.net. 10 units. Summer $215–$305 double. Rates include continen-
tal breakfast. MC, V. Open year-round. In room: TV, A/C.

Value
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The Arbor  15 
Ashley Inn  14 
Charlotte Inn  8
Colonial Inn of
    Martha's Vineyard  3
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Colonial Inn of Martha’s Vineyard This four-story,
1911 inn in the center of Edgartown has been transformed into a
fine modern hotel, and recent extensive renovations have elevated it
to what can accurately be described as “affordable luxury.” Its lobby
serves as a conduit to the Nevins Square shops beyond, and two fine
restaurants are on the premises. The 43 rooms, decorated in sooth-
ing, contemporary tones (with pine furniture, crisp fabrics, hard-
wood floors, beadboard wainscoting, and four-poster beds), offer all
one could want in the way of conveniences. Guests whose rooms
lack harbor views can wander onto one of the four common harbor
view decks to have a cocktail and enjoy the scenery. Suites have
VCRs (complimentary videos) and kitchenettes. Many rooms have
gas fireplaces. Be sure to visit the roof deck, ideally around sunset,
or, if you’re up for it, sunrise over the water.
38 N. Water St., Edgartown, MA 02539. & 800/627-4701 or 508/627-4711. Fax
508/627-5904. www.colonialinnmvy.com. 28 units (27 with tub/shower, 1 shower
only). Summer $225–$325 double; $355–$435 suite or efficiency. Rates include
continental breakfast. AE, MC, V. Closed Dec–Mar. Pets allowed in designated
rooms. Amenities: 2 restaurants; fitness room; spa; shopping arcade. In room: A/C,
TV, dataport, hair dryer, iron, 2 rooms for those w/limited mobility.

Harborside Inn This large hotel complex overlooking Edgar-
town Harbor has a great location in the center of town, just off
Main Street. The rooms are fairly generic, but if you get one with a
harbor view, you’ll be delighted. Among the seven buildings that
make up the inn are restored whaling captain’s cottages from the
1700s. Some rooms have private balconies. A large heated pool is in
the center of the courtyard, as well as a whirlpool tub and sauna.
3 S. Water St., Edgartown, MA 02539. & 800/627-4009 or 508/627-4321. Fax
508/627-7566. www.theharborsideinn.com. 89 units. Summer $180–$355 double;
$415 suite. AE, MC, V. Closed mid-Nov to mid-Apr. Amenities: Heated outdoor
pool; whirlpool tub; sauna. In room: A/C, TV, fridge.

The Jonathan Munroe House With its graceful
wraparound, colonnaded front porch, the Jonathan Munroe House
stands out from the other inns and captain’s homes on this stretch
of upper Main Street. Inside, the formal parlor has been trans-
formed into a comfortable gathering room with European flair.
Guest rooms are immaculate, antiques-filled, and dotted with clever
details. Many rooms have fireplaces and bathtubs with whirlpool 
jets. All have sitting areas, perfect for curling up with a bestseller
(provided) or matching wits over a game of chess (also provided). 
At breakfast, don’t miss the homemade waffles and pancakes, served
on the sunny porch. Wine and cheese are served in the evening.

Finds

Kids
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Request the garden cottage, with its flowering window boxes, if you
are in a honeymooning mood.
100 Main St., Edgartown, MA 02539. & 877/468-6763 or 508/627-5536. Fax
508/627-5536. www.jonathanmunroe.com. 8 units, 1 cottage (5 with tub/shower,
2 shower only, 1 tub and shower). Summer $190–$250 double; $290 cottage. Rates
include full breakfast. AE, MC, V. Open year-round. No children under 12. In room:
A/C, hair dryer.

Victorian Inn Do you ever long to stay at a quaint, reasonably
priced inn that is bigger than a B&B but smaller than a Marriott? In
the center of Edgartown, the Victorian Inn is a freshened-up version
of those old-style hotels that used to exist in the center of every New
England town. The inn has enough rooms that you don’t feel like you
are trespassing in someone’s home, yet it retains a personal touch.
With three floors of long, graceful corridors, the Victorian could serve
as a stage set for a 1930s romance. Several rooms have canopy beds
and a balcony with a harbor view. Each year innkeepers Stephen and
Karen Caliri have improved and refined the inn, and they are always
quick to dispense helpful advice with good humor.
24 S. Water St. (in the center of town), Edgartown, MA 02539. & 508/627-4784.
www.thevic.com. 14 units (2 with tub/shower, 12 shower only). Summer
$180–$385 double. Rates include full breakfast and afternoon tea. MC, V. Open
year-round. Dogs welcome Nov–Mar. In room: A/C, TV, hair dryer, no phone.

MODERATE
The Arbor This 1880 farm house is at the far edge of
town, but still within walking distance from the center. The inside is
stylish, with a lovely cathedral-ceilinged living room where you can
seek comfort in an overstuffed chintz couch. The rooms range from
tiny to spacious, but all are nicely appointed, largely with antiques.
Most of the rooms have small televisions. In the morning, the fresh-
baked breakfast is served on fine china in the dining room. The rates
are very reasonable here compared to other Edgartown B&Bs.
222 Upper Main St., Edgartown, MA 02539. & 888/748-4383 or 508/627-8137.
Fax 508/627-9104. www.arborinn.net. 10 units (2 with shared bathroom), 1 cot-
tage. Summer $110–$120 room with shared bathroom; $145–$195 double;
$1,000–$1,200 weekly cottage. Rates include continental breakfast. MC, V. Closed
Nov–Apr. In room: A/C, no phone.

Edgartown Inn This centrally located, historic inn offers
perhaps the best value on the island. Nathaniel Hawthorne holed up
here for nearly a year, and Daniel Webster also spent time here. It’s a
lovely 1798 Federal manse, a showplace even here on captain’s row.
Rooms are no-frills but pleasantly traditional; some have televisions.
Breakfast, which is open to the public, is available in the dining room

Value

Value
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for an extra charge ranging from $5.50 to $8.50. Some rooms in the
front of the house have harbor views, and two have private balconies.
Modernists may prefer the two cathedral-ceilinged quarters in the
annex out back, which offer lovely light and a sense of seclusion.
Service is excellent here; be sure to say hello to Henry King, who has
been on staff here for over 50 years.
56 N. Water St., Edgartown, MA 02539. & 508/627-4794. Fax 508/627-9420.
www.edgartowninn.com. 20 units, 4 with shared bathroom. Summer $115 double
w/shared bathroom; $150–$250 double w/private bathroom. No credit cards.
Closed Nov–Mar. No children under 8. In room: A/C, no phone.

OAK BLUFFS
Those looking for a basic motel with a central location will want to
stay at Surfside Motel across from the ferry dock on Oak Bluffs Ave.
in Oak Bluffs (& 800/537-3007 or 508/693-2500; www.mvsurf
side.com). Summer rates are $195 to $220 double; $295 suites.
Rooms have air-conditioning, televisions, minifridges, and telephones.
Open year-round; well-behaved pets are allowed.

EXPENSIVE
The Dockside Inn Set close to the harbor, the Dockside is per-
fectly located for exploring the town of Oak Bluffs and is geared for
families. The welcoming exterior, with its colonnaded porch and
balconies, duplicates the inns of yesteryear. Once inside, the whim-
sical Victorian touches will transport you immediately into the spirit
of this rollicking town. Most of the standard-size rooms have either
a garden or harbor view; they’re decorated cheerfully in pinks and
greens. Suites have kitchenettes, and some have private decks. Loca-
tion, charm, and flair mean this is a popular place, so book early.
There are two accessible rooms for those with disabilities.
9 Circuit Ave. Extension (P.O. Box 1206), Oak Bluffs, MA 02557. & 800/245-5979
or 508/693-2966. Fax 508/696-7293. www.vineyardinns.com. 22 units. Summer
$165–$210 double; $270–$360 suite. Rates include continental breakfast.AE, DISC,
MC, V. Closed late Oct to early Apr. In room: A/C, TV, hair dryer, iron.

The Oak Bluffs Inn This homey, Victorian inn has a fun loca-
tion at the top of Circuit Avenue, Oak Bluffs’ main drag that is full
of restaurants, ice cream parlors, clubs, and shops. The inn stands out
with its whimsical, colorful Victorian paint scheme and its promi-
nent cupola, from which guests can enjoy a 360-degree view of Oak
Bluffs, including the beach and harbor a few blocks away. It’s a 
2-minute stroll from the inn to all the Oak Bluffs attractions, includ-
ing the gingerbread cottages, the tabernacle, the Flying Horses
Carousel, the waterfront park, the ferries, the harbor, and the beach.
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