


and sparkling entertainment. It
also has what we consider to be the
prettiest public room afloat—the
Palm Court. If you want a more
casual kind of luxury (a really nice
ship with a no-tie-required policy),
Radisson Seven Seas Cruises’ Seven
Seas Mariner offers just that, with
plush all-suite cabins (most with
private balconies) and excellent
cuisine (plus, you get complimen-
tary wine with dinner). And for
the ultimate Alaska small-ship
experience, check out the yachts of
American Safari Cruises, where
soft adventure comes with luxury
accoutrements.

• The Best of the Mainstream
Ships: Every line’s most recent
ships are beautiful, but Celebrity’s
Infinity is a true stunner, as is sis-
ter ship Summit. These modern
vessels, with their extensive art
collections, cushy public rooms,
and expanded spa areas, give
Celebrity a formidable presence in
Alaska. And the late model Sap-
phire Princess and Diamond
Princess (which debuted last year)
have raised the art of building big
ships to new heights.

• The Best of the Small Ships:
Clipper Cruise Line’s newest ves-
sel, the Clipper Odyssey, is a
really gorgeous little ship, offering
a higher level of comfort than
most of the other small ships in
this category. The most adventur-
ous small-ship itineraries in Alaska
are offered by Glacier Bay Cruise-
line, whose Wilderness Adven-
turer and Wilderness Explorer
both concentrate on kayaking,
hiking, and wildlife, hardly visit-
ing any ports at all over the course
of their itineraries.

• The Best Ships for Families: All
the major lines have well-estab-
lished kids’ programs. Holland
America and Norwegian Cruise
Line win points in Alaska for their

special shore excursions for kids
and teens, and Carnival gets a nod
for offering special shore excur-
sions for teens.

• The Best Ships for Pampering:
It’s a tossup—Celebrity’s Infinity
and Summit offer wonderful
AquaSpas complete with thalas-
sotherapy pools and a wealth of
soothing and beautifying treat-
ments, while Crystal Harmony
pampers all around, and the solar-
iums on Royal Caribbean’s Vision
of the Seas, Serenade of the Seas,
and Radiance of the Seas offer
relaxing indoor-pool retreats.

• The Best Shipboard Cuisine:
Radisson and Crystal (in that
order) are tops. Of the mainstream
lines, Celebrity is the best, with its
cuisine overseen by renowned
French chef Michel Roux. Dinner
in the reservations-only specialty
restaurants on the Infinity or
Summit ($25-per-person service
charge) is a world-class dining
experience. And there are signs of a
new and rather surprising chal-
lenger for the cuisine award: Car-
nival, which has upgraded both its
main dining room and buffet
offerings. And the line’s Carnival
Spirit in Alaska boasts the Nou-
veau Supper Club ($25-per-person
service charge), where you can
enjoy just about as fine a meal as
you’re likely to find anywhere.

• The Best Ships for Onboard
Activities: The ships operated by
Carnival and Royal Caribbean offer
a very full roster of onboard activi-
ties that range from the sublime
(such as lectures) to the ridiculous
(such as contests designed to get
passengers to do or say outrageous
things). Princess’ ScholarShip@Sea
program is a real winner, with excit-
ingly packaged classes in such
diverse subjects as photography,
personal computers, cooking, and
even pottery.
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