


batteries, cordless phones, 257
belt-and-drum humidifiers, 154
belts

blenders and food processors, 232
CD and DVD players, 253
clothes dryers, 217–218
furnace blowers, 147–148
upright vacuum cleaners, 237
washing machines, 213–214

Better Business Bureau (BBB), 345
bleach, 11, 84, 271
blenders, 231–232
blisters

exterior paint, 292
wood veneers, 274–275

blocks
concrete, 331–332
paving, 334–335

blowers on gas furnaces, 147–148
boilers, hot water, 152
bottoms

of doors, trimming, 60
of drawers, removing, 108

braces, table
replacing, 261–262
tightening screws on, 260–261

bracing wooden gates, 316–317
brackets, shelf, 96, 112–113
brick walls, 290–291
bridging for floor joists, 43
bubble jet printers, 246
bubbles

in laminate countertops, 97
in wallpaper, 88–89

bullet latches, 111
burn marks on furniture, 267–268
butcher block countertops, 98–99
butt hinges, 112
butyl caulk, 293–299, 315

• C •
cabinets

handles and knobs, 111
latches, 110–111
reinforcing sagging shelves, 96
screws and hinges, 112

shelf supports and brackets, 112–113
straightening doors, 94–95
unsticking drawers, 95, 105–107

cable connections (computers), 241
caning chairs, 275–277
canister vacuum cleaners, 226–228, 238
canned air, 241, 249
Carey, James and Morris (Home

Maintenance For Dummies), 10, 146, 188
carpenter’s (curved claw) hammers, 21
carpenter’s squares, 29
Carpentry For Dummies (Hamilton,

Hamilton and Barnhart), 10
carpentry professionals, 342
carpets

patching, 50
retaping, 50–51
stains, 49–50

carriages, toasters, 230
cartridge faucets, 176–177
cartridge fuses, 122
casement windows

anatomy, 70
hardware, 70–71

cathode ray monitors, 244–245
cat’s-paws, 308
caulking

exterior spaces, 292–293
fence rails, 315
types of caulk, 293
window sills, 69
windows and doors, 73

CCA (chromate copper arsenate)
preservative, 307

C-clamps, 28
CD and DVD discs, 254–255
CD and DVD players

cleaning, 254–255
drive and tray jams, 253
professional servicing, 253
troubleshooting, 252–253

central air conditioners, 154–156
ceramic disk faucets, 177–178
ceramic tiles

countertop repairs, 99–100
regluing, 46–47
replacing, 47
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chain link fences
replacing fence sections, 318–319
replacing metal support pipes, 318
rust prevention, 317

chair repairs
recaning, 16, 267, 275–277
regluing dowel rods, 262–266

chalking (paint), 292
chimes, 139–140
chimney flashing, 298
chromate copper arsenate (CCA)

preservative, 307
cigarette burns, 267–268
circuit breakers

function and anatomy, 119–120
flipped switches, 122 
troubleshooting, 123

clamps, 28–29, 109
clapboards, 285–287
clay floor tiles

regluing, 46–47
replacing, 47

cleaners, household, 98
cleaning

aluminum furniture, 322
attic fans, 159
casement windows, 71
CD, DVD and VCR players, 252–253
CD, DVD discs, 254–255
coffee makers, 232–233
cold air returns, 157–158
computer disk drives, 243
concrete, 324, 330–331
dehumidifiers, 161
dishwasher air gaps, 210–211
dishwasher filters and spray arms,

211–212
disk drives, 244
doorbells and sounding devices, 139
downspouts, 300–301
dryer filters, 216
electronic equipment, 241
fax machines, 249
furnace pump strainers, 150–151
furnaces, 341
garage door hinges and rollers, 77

garage door tracks, 76–77
gas furnace filters, 146–147
gas grills, 319
gas range air vents, 208–209
grout, 99
gutters and downspouts, 300–301
heat registers, 157–158
humidifiers, 160
ink jet printers, 247–248
irons, 235–236
keyboards and keyboard spills, 242–243
laser printers, 248
metal furniture, 322
oil furnace pump strainers, 150–151
patio door tracks, 61
printers, 247–248
refrigerator coils, 197
rusted metal, 282
scanners, 249–250
toasters, 229–230
track balls and mouse rollers, 243–244
VCR players, 255
wallpaper, 89–90
washing machine pumps and screens, 215
wood paneling, 90

clogs. See unclogging
closet shelves, 96. See also cabinets
clothes washers, 213–216
coffee makers, 232–233
coils, oven, 204–207
cold air returns, 157–158
columns, porch, 310
combination ladders, 31
combination squares, 29
combination wrenches, 26
computer glossary Web site, 240
Computer Viruses For Dummies 

(Gregory), 240
computers

anatomy, 240
cable connections, 241
cathode ray monitors, 244
disk drives, 243
printers, 245–248
track balls and mouse rollers, 243–244

concrete girdles for fence posts, 313
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concrete walkways and stairs
broken edges, 326–328
cleaning and sealing, 330–331
concrete block replacement, 331–332
heaved slabs, 329
low spots, 328–329
new, 342
small cracks, 324–325

console panels, ranges, 209
continuity lights

how to use, 222
testing heating elements, 228–229
testing switches, 223–224, 227

control panels, washing machines, 215
control switches, dryers, 219
cordless drills, 20
cordless phone batteries, 257
cords, electrical

new, 226
replacing, 224–226
troubleshooting, 223–224

corners of drywall, 84
cornstarch, 90
countertops

butcher blocks, 98–99
ceramic tile, 99–100
cutting board additions, 97, 101–102
laminates, 97–98
tempered glass additions, 97, 102–103

cracks
in asphalt, 333
in brick, 290–291
in concrete, 324–325
in exterior paint, 292
in plaster walls, 85
in stucco, 288–289
in swimming pools, 335–336

crayon wax, 268–269
crescent wrenches, 26
crosscut saws, 23
curved claw (carpenter’s) hammers, 21
cutting board additions, 97, 101–102 

• D •
decks

dry rot, 306
floorboard repairs, 307–308

joist repairs, 307–309
mildew, 309

dehumidifiers
defrosting, 54
tuning up, 160–161

dents
in aluminum siding, 282–284
in drywall, 84
in furniture, 268

desktop computers
anatomy, 240
cable connections, 241
cathode ray monitors, 244
disk drives, 243
printers, 245–248
track balls and mouse rollers, 243–244

digital television, 251
dimmers, 126–127
dimpling drywall screws, 80
discs, CD and DVD, cleaning, 254–255
dishwashers

air gaps, 210–211
anatomy, 210
filters and spray arms, 211–212
pumps, 210

disk drives, 244
doorbells, 136–139
doorknobs

anatomy, 59
dissembling and reassembling, 59–60

doors
caulking, 73
garage doors, 76–77
hinges, 57–58
locks, 58–59
patio doors, 61
refrigerator, 199
screen repairs, 73–76
striker plates, 58
switches on, 218–219
thresholds, 62–63
tightening, 94–95
trimming bottoms, 60
unsticking, 56–57
unwarping, 60–61

double-hung windows
anatomy, 64
dismantling, 67
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re-roping, 65–67
unsticking, 64–65

dowel rods
filling holes for, 264–266
regluing, 262–264
screwing and nailing, 265–266

downspouts
cleaning, 300–301
extensions for, 51
rust removal and hole patching, 301–302

drain tiles, 52
drain traps, 167–168
drain valves on hot water heaters, 186–187
drainage near house, 51–52
drains

refrigerators, 196–197
sinks, 165–168
tubs, 168–170

drawers, wooden
anatomy, 104
bottom holes, 109
cracks and splits, 107
hardware, 110
rails, 105–106
renailing, 107
resquaring corner joints, 107–109

drills, 20–21
dripping faucets, 172–174
drives, CD and DVD players, 253
dry rot, 306
dryers, gas and electric

air ducts, 219
belts and pads, 217–218
heating elements, 217
idler pulley, 218
motors, 219
switches, 218–219

drywall
dents and gouges, 84
drywall saws, 23
metal edging, 84
patching, 79–80
remudding tape, 81–83
renailing, 80
sagging, 80–81
waterlogged, 83–84

• E •
edge repairs

concrete walkways and stairs, 326–328
furniture, 268
laminate countertops, 97–98
veneers, 273–274

electric dryers
air ducts, 219
belts and pads, 217–218
heating element, 217
idler pulley, 218
maintaining, 216–219
motor, 219
switches, 218–219

electric ovens
anatomy, 205
coils, 205–206
gaskets, 206

electric ranges
console panel components, 209
heating coils, 206–207

electrical cords
replacing, 224–226
troubleshooting, 223–224

electrical repairs
cautions, 118–119
components, 119–120
dimmers, 126–127
doorbells, 136–140 
flickering lights, 124
garage door openers, 140–141
intercoms, 136
open circuits, 121
outlets, 127–130
power outages, 121–123
rewiring fixtures, 130–136
short circuits, 120–121
switches, 124–126 
what to tackle, 13–14, 119
when to hire a professional, 340

electrical wiring
neutral wires, 224
switches and cords, 223–224
testers for, 222

electricity tester, 222
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electronic equipment. See also interior
repairs; small appliances

basic maintenance, 15–16
CD, DVD and VCR players, 252–255
fax machines, 248–249
printers, 245–248
satellite dishes, 250–252
televisions, 250–252
what to tackle, 240–241

epoxy putty, two-part, 179
Everett-Church, Ray (Fighting Spam For

Dummies), 240
extension cords, 224
extension ladders, 30–31
extensions for downspouts, 51
exterior repairs and maintenance

asphalt driveways, 332–334
brick walls, 290–291
caulking, 292–293
concrete walkways and stairs, 323–332
fence posts, 311–314
fences and gates, 311–319
gas grills, 319
gutters and downspouts, 300–302
outdoor wall outlets, 127–130
paint problems, 291–292
paving stones and blocks, 334–335
roofs, 293–299
soffits, 303–304
stucco walls, 288–289
swimming pools, 335–336
wooden decks and porches, 305–314

exterminators, 341

• F •
fans

attic, 159
in dehumidifiers, 161

faucets
clogs, 170–171
drips and leaks, 171–178

fax machines, 248–249
female appliance plug, 223
fences

chain link, 317–319
gates, 316–317
wooden, 311–315

Fighting Spam For Dummies (Levine, Young
and Everett-Church), 240

filling screw holes, 261
filters

clothes dryers, 216
dishwashers, 211–212
gas furnaces, 146–147
icemakers, 202–203
microwave ovens, 234
oil furnaces, 151

flashing, 298
flat roofs, repairing, 299
flat-blade screwdriver, 24–25
float balls in toilets, 183
floor lamps, 134–136
floors

basement, 51–54, 307–308
carpets, 49–51
ceramic tile and clay, 46–47
dry rot, 306
vinyl, 47–49
wooden, 41–46

fluorescent lighting fixtures, 130–132
food processors, 231–232
forced air furnaces, 144
fountains, 320
frost heaves, 76
furnaces

gas, 144–148
hot water heating systems, 151–152
humidifiers, 153–154
humidistats, 159
oil and other fuel systems, 148–151
when to hire a professional, 341

furniture
burn marks, 267–268
chair and table legs, 259–267
chipped edges, repairing, 268
dents and gouges, 268
knockdown kits, 27
outdoor furniture, 320–322
refinishing, 272
stains and watermarks, 269–271
supply sources, 322
veneers, 272–275
what to tackle, 16
wicker, 267, 275–277

fuses, fuse panels, 119–120, 121, 122
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• G •
garage doors

opener motors, 140–141
tracks, 76–77

garbage disposals, 203–204
gas dryers

air ducts, 219
belts and pads, 217–218
heating element, 217
idler pulley, 218
maintaining, 216–219
motor, 219
switches, 218–219

gas furnaces
anatomy, 144–145
blowers, 147, 148
filters, 146–147
pilot lights, 145–146

gas grills, 319
gas leaks and line repairs, 216, 339
gas ranges

air vents, 208–209
burners, 207–208
console panel components, 209

gaskets
dishwashers, 209
electric ovens, 206
faucets, 173, 174
pipe sleeves, 178
pump strainers, 151
refrigerators, 194, 195, 199–201
toilets, 184

gates, wood, 316–317
gear boxes on washing machines, 214
generators (magnetrons) in 

microwaves, 233
girdles, concrete, 313
glass block basement windows, 52
glass insets on countertops, 97, 102–103
glass, window, 67–69
glazing points, 68
gluing, glue

concrete edges, 326
floors, 44
laminate countertops, 97–98
old, removing, 262–263
stripped holes, 57

veneers, 273–274
wooden drawers, 107

gouges
drywall, 84
furniture, 268

Gregory, Peter H. (Computer Viruses For
Dummies), 240

grout
cleaning, 99
color matching, 46
patching, 100

gutters
cleaning, 51
replacing sections of, 302
rust and holes, 300–301

• H •
hacksaws, 23
hair blowers, 241
Hamilton, Gene and Katie

Bathroom Remodeling For Dummies, 10
Carpentry For Dummies, 10
Home Improvement For Dummies, 10, 146
Plumbing For Dummies, 10

hammers, 21
hand tools, safety tips, 11
handles for cabinets, 111
hard-wired doorbells, 137–138
head cleaning tapes, 255
heat loss from garage, 76–77
heating and air conditioning systems

air cleaners and purifiers, 162
air conditioners, 154–158
basic maintenance, 14, 148–151
fans, 158–159
furnaces, 144–154, 158
heat registers and cold air returns,

157–158
humidifiers, 153–154
thermostats, 158

heating coils, 206–207
heating elements

dryers, 217
irons, 228–229, 235
toasters, 229–230
testing and troubleshooting, 223–224,

227–228
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heat-resistant glass, 102
heavy-duty switches, 227
hinges

cabinet doors, 94–95, 112
oven doors, 206
refrigerator doors, 199
wooden doors, 57–58
wooden gates, 316

holes
in asphalt, 333–334
in concrete, 324
for dowels, 264–266
for drawer hardware, 106, 110
in drywall, 82–83
in gutters and downspouts, 301–302
for hinge screws, 94–95
in plaster walls, 85
stripped, 56–57
in stucco, 289
for table braces, 261

Home Improvement For Dummies (Hamilton
and Hamilton), 10, 146

Home Maintenance For Dummies (Carey
and Carey), 10, 146, 188

home repairs, exterior. See exterior repairs
and maintenance

home repairs, interior. See appliances;
electronic equipment; interior repairs

hoses
canister vacuums, 239
dishwashers, 209–210
icemakers, 202
sump pumps, 52
vacuum cleaners, 238
washing machines, 213–216

hot water heating systems, 152
hot water tanks (water heaters)

anatomy, 185–186
anode rods, 188
drain valves, 186–187
pressure relief valve, 187–188

hot wires, 119
house telephone lines, 256–257
household cleaners, 98
humidifiers

on furnaces, 153–154
portable, 160

humidistats, 159, 162
hydraulic jacks, 31, 45

• I •
ice dams, 296
icemakers

leaks, 201–202
water dispensers, 202–203

idler pulleys in dryers, 217–218
incandescent light fixtures, 132–134 
ink jet printers

anatomy, 246–247
cleaning, 247–248
troubleshooting, 245–247

insect infestations, 341
inset hinges, 112
instructions, reading, 11
intercoms, 136
interior repairs. See also electrical repairs;

electronic equipment 
air cleaners and purifiers, 162
air conditioners, 154–158
cabinets and closet doors, 93–96
carpets, 49–51
ceramic tile and clay floors, 46–47
countertops, 97–103
dishwashers, 209–212
doors, 55–63
drains, 165–170
electric ovens, 204–207
fans, 158–159
faucets, 170–178
floors, 41–46
furnaces, 144–151
garbage disposals, 203–204
gas and electric dryers, 216–219
heat registers and cold air returns,

157–158
hot water heating systems, 151–152
humidifiers and dehumidifiers, 160–162
refrigerators and icemakers, 194–203
stairs, 35–40
thermostats, 158
toilets, 180–185
trash compactors, 204
vinyl floors, 47–49
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walls and ceilings, 79–91, 342
washing machines, 213–216
water pipes, 179–180
what to tackle, 12–14
windows, 63–71
wooden drawers, 104–110
wooden floors, 41–46

irons
cleaning, 235–236
as flattening tool, 109
testing, 228–229

• J •
jack columns, 45
jackhammers, 31
joints

drawer corners, 107–109
in pipes, 179

joists, floor
adding, 309
dry rot, 307
reinforcing, 44–45
squeaky floors, 41–42
twisted, 43

• K •
keyboards

spills, 242–243
wireless, 243

kitchens. See also bathrooms; cabinets
blenders, mixers, food processors,

231–232
cabinets, 94–96, 105–107 
coffee makers, 232
countertops, 98–103
dishwashers, 209–212
electric ovens, 204–207
gas ranges, 207–209
microwave ovens, 233–235, 240 
refrigerators and icemakers, 194–203
toasters, 229–231
trash compactors, 204

knobs for cabinets, 111
knockdown kits, 27

• L •
ladders

safety tips, 11
types, 30–31

laminate countertops, 97–98
lap siding, 286–287
laser lens (CD and DVD players), 254
laser printers, 248
latches, for cabinets, 110–111
lava rocks, 319
leaching fields, 340
leaf hinges, 112
leaks

in basements, 51–52
faucets, 172–174
gutters and downspouts, 302
pipes, 178–179
refrigerators and icemakers, 195–197
roofs, 296–297

leveling
concrete, 328–329
refrigerators, 195–196

levels, 29–30
Levine, John R. (Fighting Spam For

Dummies), 240
licensed professionals, 345
light bulbs in microwaves, 234
lights, light fixtures

flickering, 124
fluorescent, 130–132
incandescent, 132–134
table and floor lamps, 134–136

lineman’s pliers, 22
locking pliers, 22
lubricating

casement windows, 71
garage door hinges and rollers, 77
locks, 58–59
water shut-off valves, 165

• M •
magnetic latches, 111
magnetrons (generators) in microwaves,

233, 340
masons, when to call, 290
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metal, cleaning
aluminum, 322
rust, 282

microwave ovens
filters, 235
light bulbs, 234
touch pads, 234–235
turntable adapter, 234
when to hire a professional, 233, 340

mildew
on exterior paint, 292
on porches and decks, 309

mineral spirits, 98
miter saws, 23
mixers, 231–232
moisture in basements, 52
mold, 84
molly bolts, 96
monitors, cathode ray, 244–245
mortar, brick walls, 290–291
motors

attic fans, 159
dehumidifier fans, 161
dishwashers, 210
dryers, 219
furnaces, 144, 146, 148–149
garage door openers, 140
garbage disposals, 203
motor-driven snakes and augers, 166, 169
radiator pumps, 152
small appliances, 223, 227–229
testing, 228
washing machines, 214

mouse roller balls, 243–244
mudding drywall, 81–82
multitesters. See continuity lights

• N •
nails

for dowels, 265
in drawers, replacing, 107

neutral wires, 119, 224

• O •
Occupational Safety and Health

Administration (OSHA) Web site, 12

odors and odor removal
carpets, 49
from concrete cleaners, 330
gas leaks, 207
musty basements, 54
refrigerators, 194
toilets, 184
waterlogged drywall, 83

oil furnaces
anatomy, 149
maintaining, 148–151
pump strainers, 150–151
switches, 150

open circuits, 121
open-end wrench, 26
openers, garage door, 140–141
O-rings, 175
OSHA (Occupational Safety and Health

Administration) Web site, 12
outdoor and leisure areas, 16–17
outdoor furniture

cleaning, 322
repairing, 322
webbing, 321–322
wicker, 267, 275–277

outlets, wall, 127–128
ovens, electric

anatomy, 205
coils, 205–206
hinges and springs, 206

ovens, microwave
filters, 235
light bulbs, 234
touch pads, 234–235
turntable adapters, 234
when to hire a professional, 233, 340

overlaid hinges, 112
oxalic acid, 270–271

• P •
pads on dryers, 217–218
paint

on porch columns and posts, 309
problems with, troubleshooting, 291–292
on stuck windows, removing, 64–65
for waterproofing, 53
on wooden doors, 56
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painting
putty and caulk, 68–69, 293
safety tips, 11
tools for, 27
window sills, 69
wood, 307

patching
carpets, 50
concrete cracks and holes, 324–325
drywall, 79–80, 81–82
grout, 100
gutter and downspout holes, 300–301

patio blocks, 334–335
patio doors, 61
paving stones, 334–335
peeling paint, 292
Phillips screwdrivers, 24–25
pigtail, on switches, 227
pilot holes, 37
pilot lights

gas dryers, 216
gas furnaces, 144–147

pipe supports, chain link fences, 318
pipes, leaking, 178–179
plaster wall cracks, 85
pliers, 21–22
plugs, electrical

anatomy and types, 222–223
new, 226
replacing, 224–226

plumber’s snakes, 166–167, 169
plumbing

cold water lines, 52
drains, 165–169
faucets, 170–178
hot water tanks, 185–188
sump pumps, 188–190
toilets, 180–181
water shut-off valves, 164–165
what to tackle, 14

Plumbing For Dummies (Hamilton and
Hamilton), 10

plumbing vents (stink pots), flashing, 298
plungers, toilet

unclogging sink drains, 165–166
unclogging toilets, 181
unclogging tub drains, 169

polarity of wires, 224
ponding, 51–52

porches
decorative columns, 310
dry rot, 306
floorboards, 307–308
joists, 307–309
mildew, 309

portable electric drills, 20
posts, fence

concrete girdling, 313
removing, 311
replacing, 312
splinting, 313–314

posts, porch, 309
power outages, 121–124
power saws, 24
power sources, testing and testers, 222
power supplies for electric dryers, 216
power surges, 250–252
power tools

pros and cons, 23
renting, 31
safety tips, 11

pressure relief valves, 187–188
pressure-treated lumber, 306, 307
printers, 245–248
professionals and specialists

for chair recaning, 277
for garage door repairs, 76
hiring tips, 343–350
when to hire, 10, 215, 339–342

prongs, on American plugs, 222
pry bar, 64–65
pulls, drawer, 110
pump strainers, 150
pumps in dishwashers, 210
purchasing decisions

buying versus renting, 31
clamps, 28–29
drills, 20–21
hammers, 21
ladders, 30–31
levels, 30
pliers, 22
saws, 23
screwdrivers, 24–25
socket sets, 27
tape measures, 29
utility and putty knives, 27
wrenches, 26–27
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purifiers and air cleaners, 162
push-button doorbells, 139
putty knives, 27

• R •
radiators, 152
railings, banister, 39–40
rails, drawer

filling stripped holes, 106
lubricating and sanding, 105
realigning, 106

rails, fence, 314–315
ranges, electric

console panel components, 209
heating coils, 206–207

ranges, gas, 207–208
rasps, 262
ratchet strap clamps, 28
Rathbone, Andy

Upgrading and Fixing PCs For Dummies,
10, 240

Windows XP For Dummies, 240
recaning chairs, 275–277
recycled paper, 246
refinishing furniture, 272
refrigerators

anatomy, 195
gaskets, 199–201
leaks, 195
maintaining, 194
temperature-related problems, 197–201

regluing
asphalt roof shingles, 294–295
dowel rods in tables and chairs, 262–264
veneers, 273–274

renting tools, 31
repair kits for furniture, 268
re-roping windows, 65–67
reseating toilets, 184–185
reset button on oil furnaces, 150
retaping carpets, 50–51
reversible drills, 20
rewiring old buildings, 340
rewiring table and floor lamps, 134–136.

See also electrical repairs
ring marks on furniture, 270–271
ripsaws, 23
risers, stair, 36–37

roofs
asphalt shingles, 294–295
flashing, 298
flat roofs, 299
leaks, 10, 296–297
shingle removal, 342
wood shake shingles, 295–296

rotted window sills, 69
rubber gaskets on refrigerators, 199–201
rubbing alcohol, 241
rust

chain link fences, 317
gutters and downspouts, 300–301

• S •
safety tips, 11–12, 118–119, 144–145, 150
sagging doors, 56–57
sagging shelves, 96–97
satellite dish covers, 252
saws, 23–24
scanners, 249–250
scrapers, steel, 98–99
scratches

floorboards, 45–46
laminate countertops, 98
paneling, 91
wooden furniture, 268

screen distortion, televisions, 251
screens on washing machines, 215
screens, window and door

replacing, 74–75
tears, 75–76

screwdrivers and screwdriver sets, 24–25
screws

Allen screws and wrenches, 27
backing out, 20
for dowel rods, 266

screw-type plugs, 224–225
sealing

asphalt, 333
basement settlement cracks, 53
concrete, 330–331

seepage, in basements, 51–52
self-connecting plugs, 223
septic tank problems, 340
service panel, 119
settlement cracks, 53
shake shingles, 295–296
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sheds, metal, 282
shelves, cabinet and closet, 96–97
shelving brackets, 112–113
shims

for dowel rods, 265
for subfloor squeaks, 42

shingles, roof
asphalt, 294–295
wooden shake, 295–296

short circuits, shorts, 120–121
showerheads, 179–180
shutting off water, 164–165
siding repairs

aluminum, 282–284
vinyl, 282–283
wood shingles, 287–288

silicone caulk, 293–299
sills, window, 69–70
sink drains

drain traps, 167–168
unclogging, 165–166

slabs, concrete, 329
sledgehammers, 21
sleeves, for pipe repairs, 178–179
sliding shoes on casement window, 70–71
small appliances. See also electronic

equipment
blenders, mixers, food processors,

231–232
coffee makers, 232
cords, switches and plugs, 222–226
heating elements, 228
irons, 235–236
microwave ovens, 233–235
toasters, 229–231

snow and ice removal, 296–297
soap, 109
socket sets, 27
sockets

fluorescent lights, 132
table and floor lamps, 134, 136

soffits, 303–304
solenoids in washing machines, 215–216
spalls, 324
spauled bricks, 290
speakers, television, and screen 

distortion, 251

splines, 275
splinting wooden fence posts, 313–314
spray arms in dishwashers, 211–212
spring-loaded latches, 111
springs on oven doors, 206
sprinklers, underground, 320
square screwdrivers, 24–25
squares, measuring, 29
squaring wooden drawers, 107–109
squeaks

hinges, 58
subfloors, 41–42

stain removal
concrete, 330–331
exterior paint, 292
laminate countertops, 98
wallpaper, 90
wooden banisters, 38–40
wooden furniture, 269–271

stair treads, 36–38
standards, for shelf brackets, 112–113
staple gun, 31
starters for fluorescent lights, 131
steel scrapers, 98–99
steel tape measures, 29
stem faucets, 172–174
stepladders, 30–31
stink pots (plumbing vents), flashing, 298
straight claw hammers, 21
striker plates, 58
stripped holes, filling, basic technique,

56–57
stucco, 288–289
subfloors, 41–42
sump pumps

installing, 53–54
need for, 52
replacing, 190
unclogging, 188–190

swimming pool repairs, 335–336
switches

oil furnaces, 150
refrigerators, 199
small appliances, 226–228
testing and replacing, 124–126, 223–224
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• T •
table lamps, 134–136
tables

bracing, 260–262
dowel rods, 262–266

tape, drywall, 81–82
telephones

calling for service, 256
cordless phones, 257
house lines, 256–257

televisions
life span, 252
troubleshooting, 250–251

temperature in refrigerators
door switches, 199
resetting, 197–198

tempered glass insets on countertops, 
97, 102–103

terminal screws, 225
termite infestations, 341
testers, electrical, 222
testing

heating elements, 228–229
levels, 30
power sources, 222
switches, 223–224, 227

thermocouple on gas furnaces, 145, 147
thermostats

heating systems, 158
toasters, 230–231

three-prong plugs, 223–225
thresholds on doors, 62–63
tile cutters, 99
tiles, ceramic and clay

countertops, 99–100
floors, 46–47
walls, 85–86

tiles, vinyl, 48–49
toasters

carriages, 230
cleaning, 229–230
heating elements, 230
thermostats, 230–231

toilet paper holders, 113

toilets
anatomy, 183
clogs, 180–182
leaks, 184–185
resetting, 184–185
running, 182–183

tongue and groove pliers, 22
tools

cat’s-paws, 308
choosing, 12
clamps, 28–29
for cleaning electronic equipment, 241
continuity lights, 228–229
drills, 20–21
hammers, 21
ladders, 30–31
leveling and measuring tools, 29–30
pliers, 21–22
power tools, 23
quality, 19–20
rasps, 262
renting, 31
safety tips, 11
saws, 23–24
screwdrivers, 24–25
socket sets, 27
steel scrapers, 98–99
testing equipment, 222
tile cutters, 99
toilet plungers and augers, 166–167,

181–182
try squares, 108
utility and putty knives, 27
wrenches, 26–27

touch latches, 111
touch pads on microwaves, 234–235
towel bar holders, 113
track balls, 243–244
tracks for doors

garage doors, 76–77
patio doors, 61

trash compactors, 204
trays, CD and DVD players, 253
treads, stair, 38
trenches, 52
try squares, 108
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tub drains, 168–170
turntable adapters in microwaves, 234
two-prong plugs, 224–225

• U •
unclogging

coffee makers, 232–233
fountains and sprinklers, 320
gas grills, 319
refrigerator drains, 196–197
sink drains, 165–168
sump pumps, 189
toilets, 180–182
tub drains, 168–170

Underwriters Laboratory (UL) fire 
rating, 223

unsticking
cabinet doors, 95
cabinet drawers, 105
garage doors, 77
windows, 64–65

Upgrading and Fixing PCs For Dummies
(Rathbone), 10, 240

upright vacuum cleaners, 236–238
USB (universal serial bus) compatibility,

checking for, 250
utility knives, 27

• V •
vacuum cleaners

canister, 226–228, 238
computer cleaning attachments, 242
upright, 236–238

valves, hot water heaters
drain valves, 186–187
pressure relief valves, 187–188

valves, water shut-off, 164–165
variable speed drill, 20
VCR players

cleaning, 255
professional servicing, 253
troubleshooting, 252–253

veneers
blisters, 274–275
regluing, 273–274
types, 272

ventilation, importance of, 11

vents for plumbing, 298
vinegar, white, 232–233, 236, 262–263
vinyl fences. See chain link fences
vinyl floors, 48
vinyl laminate countertops, 97
vinyl latex caulk, 293–299
vinyl siding, 282–283
voltage requirements, electric dryers, 216

• W •
walkways and paths

asphalt, 332–334, 342
concrete, 323–332, 342
paving stones and blocks, 334–335

wall outlets, 127–128
wall-corner molding, 109
wallpaper

bubbles, 88–89
fragile, 89–90
loose, 87–88
torn, 86–87

walls, exterior
aluminum siding, 283–285
brick, 290–291
stucco, 288–289
vinyl siding, 282–283
waterproofing, 52
wood siding, 285–288

walls, interior
basement walls, 53
drywall, 79–82
plaster, 85
tile, 85–86
wallpaper, 86–90
wood paneling, 90–91

warped
doors, 60–61, 95
drawer bottoms, 109
floor joists, 43

washers in faucets, 173–174
washing machines

agitators, 213
belts and hoses, 213–214
motors and gear boxes, 214
pumps, 215
screens, 215
solenoids, 215–216
when to call for repairs, 215
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water heaters (hot water tanks)
anatomy, 185–186
anode rods, 188
drain valves, 186–187
pressure relief valve, 187–188

water line shut-off valves, 164–165
water marks

preventing, 274
removing, 270–271

water temperature for dish washing, 210
waterlogged drywall, 83–84
waterproofing

basement walls, 53
exterior walls, 52

wax, 268–269
weatherstripping windows and doors, 73
Web sites

Amateur Woodworker, 23
Angie’s List, 344
Better Business Bureau, 345
Occupational Safety and Health

Administration, 12
Sharpened.net computer glossary, 240

wicker furniture, 267, 275–277
window air conditioners

anatomy, 157
troubleshooting and tuning, 156

windows
basement, 52
casement, 70
caulking, 72–73
double-hung, 64
glass, 67–69
new versus old, 63
roping, 65–67
screens, 73–76
sills, 69–70
unsticking, 64–65
weatherstripping, 72–73

Windows XP For Dummies (Rathbone), 240
wireless keyboards, 243

wiring, electrical
cautions, 118–119
dimmers, 127
doorbells, 137
incandescent fixtures, 133, 134
neutral wires, 224
outlets, 129
switches and cords, 124–126, 223–224
table and floor lamps, 135
testers for, 222

wood fence post splints, 313–314
wood filler, 94
wood, for exterior use, 306
wood preservatives, 70
wood shake roof shingles, 295–296
wood siding

clapboard, 285–287
shingles, 287–288

wooden doors. See doors
wooden drawers

anatomy, 104
bottom holes, 109
cracks and splits, 107
hardware, 110
rails, 105–106
renailing, 107
resquaring corner joints, 107–109

wooden floors
bouncy floors, 44–45
scratched floorboards, 45–46
separated floorboards, 43–44
squeaks, 41–42
twisted floor joists, 43

wooden furniture. See furniture
wooden rulers, folding, 29
wood-paneled walls, 90–91
wrenches, 26–27

• Y •
Young, Margaret Levine (Fighting Spam For

Dummies), 240
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