Tag pairs

Elements that describe content use a tag pair to mark the beginning and the
end of the element. Start and end tag pairs look like this:

<tag>...</tag>
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Content , such as paragraphs, headings, tables, and lists ,, always uses a tag
pair:
The start tag ( <tag> ) tells the browser, *The element begins here.Z
The end tag (</tag> ) tells the browser, *The element ends here.Z
Actual content is what occurs between a start tag and an end tag. For exam-
ple, the Ed Tittel page in Listing 1-1 uses a paragraph element ( <p>) to sur-
round text for a paragraph (we omit CSS inline markup for clarity):
<p>Ed started writing about computing subjects in 1986 for a
Macintosh oriented monthly magazine. By 1989 he had contributed to such
publications as LAN Times, Network World, Mac World, and LAN Magazine. He worked
on his first book in 1991, and by 1994 had contributed to over a dozen different
titles.  </p>
Single tags
Elements that insert something into the page are called empty elements
(because they enclose no content) and use just a single tag, like this:
Q&N\BER <tag />
&

Images and line breaks insert something into the HTML file, so they use
one tag.

One key difference between XHTML and HTML is that, in XHTML, all empty
elements must end with a slash before the closing greater-than symbol. This

is because XHTML is based on XML, and the XML rule is that you close empty
elements with a slash, like this:

<tag/>

However, to make this kind of markup readable inside older browsers, you
should insert a space before the closing slash, like this:

<tag />
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<tag />

Listing 1-1 uses the image element (<img /> ) to include an image on the
page:

<img src="images/header.gif” alt="header graphic” width="794" height="160" />

The <img / > element references an image. When the browser displays the
page, it replaces the <img /> element with the file that it points to (an attri-
bute does the pointing, as shown in the next section). Following the XHTML
rule introduced earlier, what appears in HTML as  <img> appears in XHTML
as <img /> (and this applies to all single tag elements).

You canet make up HTML or XHTML elements. Legal elements for (X)HTML
belong to a very specific set ,, if you use elements that arenet part of that

set, every browser ignores them. The elements you can use are defined in
the HTML 4.01 or XHTML 1.0 specifications. (The specs for HTML 4.01 can
be found at www.w3.org/TR/html4 |, while the specs for XHTML 1.0 can be
found at www.w3.org/TR/xhtml1 )

Nesting

Many page structures combine nested elements. Think of your nested ele-
ments as suitcases that fit neatly inside one another.

For example, a bulleted list uses two kinds of elements:

The <ul> element specifies that the list is unordered (bulleted).

The <li> elements mark each item in the list.

When you combine elements by using this method, be sure you close the
inside element completely before you close the outside element:

<ul>
<li>ltem1 </l1i>
<li>ltem2 </li>
</ul>












Images in HTML Documents

Adding an image to any HTML document is easy. Careful and well-planned
use of images adds greatly to Web pages. Chapter 7 shows how to grab
images from files. Chapter 9 shows how to use complex markup to posi-
tion and flow text around graphics. Along the way, you also discover how
to select and use interesting and compelling images to add both allure and
information to your Web pages.

Links and navigation tools

Web page structure should help visitors find their way around collections
of pages, look for (and hopefully, find) items of interest, and get where they
most want to go quickly and easily. Links provide the mechanism to bring
people into your Web pages, so Chapter 6 shows how to

Reference external items or resources

Jump from one page to the next

Jump around inside a page

Add structure and organization to your pages

The importance of structure and organization increases in relation to

the amount of information that you want to present to your visitors.

Navigation tools (which establish standard mechanisms and tools for moving
around inside a Web site) provide ways to create and present your Web page
(and site) structure to visitors as well as mechanisms for users to grab and
use organized menus of choices

When you add everything up, your result should be a well-organized set of
information and images that are easy to understand, use, and navigate.



Listing 1-1: Meet an Author!

Listing 1-1 is reproduced in its entirety here, color-coded to distinguish the
various types of markup it uses. Lest you think this is mere vanity on Edes
part, we also hasten to point out that this is the basis for the sAbout meZ
page described in Chapter 16 of this book, which we hope only makes it more
interesting, rather than the reverse!

Listing 1-1:  Ed Tittel’§ KAbout MeX Web Page

<IDOCTYPE html PUBLIC “-//W3C//DTD XHTML 1.0 Transitional//EN” “http://www.
w3.org/TR/xhtml1/DTD/xhtml1-transitional .dtd”>
<html xmlns="http://ww.w3.0rg/1999/xhtml”’>

<head>
<meta http-equiv="Content-Type” content=""text/html; charset=UTF-8" />
<title>Ed Tittel - Edtittel.com </title>

<style type="text/css”>

body {
background-image: url(images/background_page.gif);
font-family: Verdana, Arial, Helvetica, sans-serif;
font-size: .9em;
line-height: 1.3;
color: #FFF;
margin: Opx;
padding: Opx; }
#container{
width: 794px;
margin: Opx auto; }
#headerGraphic{
background-image: url(images/header.gif);

width: 794px;
height: 160px; }
b {
font-weight: bold;
}
h2 {
font-weight: bold;
font-size: 1.5em;
color:#96CDFF;
border-bottom: 1px solid white; }

hl {
font-weight: bold;
font-size: 1.2em;
color:#96CDFF; }

ul{
list-style-type: none;
margin: Opx;
padding: Opx; }



