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sectors
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Adolescence: identity formation as critical task of,
56; significant changes during, 70. See also Youth
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Adults: community capacity by engaging, 137, 138;
cultivating social expectation for engagement by,
213-214; gap between asset-building belief and
action by, 210-212; honored for asset-building
actions by youth, 182; impact of baby boomer
generation of, 307; increasing volunteering by
older, 105; moving toward asset-building life-
styles, 233-237; moving toward shared responsi-
bility for children by, 105-106; perspectives on
asset-building beliefs and actions by, 207, 208
2091, responsibility for nurturing other people’s
children, 210-212; strategies for engaging them
with other people’s kids, 212; thanking asset-
building efforts of individual, 213. See also Inter-
generational relationships; Youth-adult
relationships
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grade, 127; asset-building actions by families of,
222; good parenting beliefs by, 225; policy-related
desires by, 225-226. See also Race/ethnicity
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Asset foundation: built during first two decades of
life, 102—103; essential shifts to build, 99-101;
intergenerational community to promote, 103—
105; putting emphasis on all youth building, 102.
See also Healthy development

Asset Lab project (New York City), 246-247, 281

Asset taxonomy: assets as building blocks of devel-
opment, 57-58; balancing external and internal
factors of, 28-29; boundaries-and-expectations
assets, 41-42; commitment-to-learning assets,
50-52; constructive-use-of-time assets, 42—48, 49,
74; empowerment assets, 39—40; extending the
reach of assets, 122; external assets, 30, 31-48, 32,
75t, 208, horizontal accumulation of, 2627, 93,
122; identifying factors communities can readily
promote, 30; internal assets, 30, 33t, 48-57, 76t,
208209t positive-identity assets, 55-57, 95;
positive-values assets, 52—57, 95; research leading
to configuration of, 29-30; social-competencies
assets, 55; vertical accumulation of, 26, 79-80,
122. See also Developmental Assets framework
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Asset-building: asset language used in, 99-101, 1004
civic engagement in, 113—114; civic journalism
support of, 327-329; consistent messages used in,
109-111; customizing, 249; engaging neighbor-
hood, 266-267; engaging other systems and sec-
tors in, 267-273; engaging religious community,
262-266; engaging school, 251-256, 257-258;
equipping parents for, 230-231; family support
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Asset-building, continued
services for, 226; during first two decades of life,
102-103; focus on all youth, 102; how parents
and families engage in, 221-223; infusing into
public programs and services, 322; intergenera-
tional community’s role in, 103-105; joy of,
188-190; moving to the next level, 335-336; per-
spectives on beliefs and actions of, 207, 208
209¢; redundancy as part of, 111; relationship
importance to, 106-107; shared responsibility for,
105-106; strengthening families’ capacity for,
224-232; unifying community vision for, 108—
109; uniting communities for, 114—115; youth as
actors in, 112, 192-203

Asset-building capacities: action in socializing sys-
tems, 16; change emphasis on unleashing, 243—
244; civic engagement in, 113—114; community-
building actions, 16; identifying, unleashing, and
supporting, 120; individual-level actions, 16;
model of unleashing, 135fig strengthening fami-
lies, 224-232; supportive structure for commu-
nity, 185-188

Asset-building communities: advocating for fami-
lies, 232; collective power of, 126-127, 129;
Cradle Beach Camp (New York) as, 124—125; cul-
tural shifts required for, 99-115; definition of, 16,
121-122; emphasis on all youth, 102; essential
cultural shifts to promote, 99-101, 1004 global
spread of, 88, 142; guiding principles for envi-
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with being, 43; principles in action, 132—134;
recovering the wisdom of community through,
150-151; signs of progress in, 141-150; strategies
for creating, 134—141; targets of, 122; thirty-six
characteristics of, 138—140; transforming diverse
and urban area into, 17; Youth First initiative
(Annandale, Minnesota) as, 128-129; youth
programs as inadequate substitutes for, 125-126.
See also Community

Asset-building community principles: community
innovation as part of, 125-126; on community
socializing systems, 126—127, 129; on develop-
mental strength community effect, 129-130; on
healthy development for all children and youth,
123; on improving community infrastructure,
130-131; taking action based on, 132-134; on
transformative social change, 131-132

Asset-building community signs: examples of asset
building successes, 143—144; recognition of com-
munity efforts, 144-145; the spread of an idea,
141-142; studies of impact and, 145-150

Asset-building community strategies: creating oper-
ational infrastructure, 136—137; cultivating com-
munity readiness, energy, and commitment, 136;
direction taken from, 134; model of unleashing
capacity using, 135fig; unleashing community
capacity through five action strategies, 137-141

Asset-building initiatives: accessing financial
resources for, 178—182; casting vision for the
community, 167-168; catalyzing asset-building
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youth perspectives on, 208 consistency across
influencing systems, 41-42; listed, 41; role
modeling/high expectations to create, 42

Boundary setting, 41-42
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Boys: acts of violence reported by, 87 high aca-
demic performance reported by, 864 underdevel-
oped caring asset in, 68—69. See also Gender
differences; Girls
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Broadcast media, 172-173, 327-329

Brusk, B., 124, 125

“Bubble-up” approach, 186
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260

Bunker, P,, 131, 230

Burris, M. E., 49

Business/industry sector, 271
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Camping experiences, 288-290
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Caring value asset, 52—54, 68—69
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43-44, 275,284

Carson, E., 331

Catholic Charities Mulroy Neighborhood Center
(Denver), 203

Celebrating: asset-building work, 184—185; asset-
building youth programs, 302

Center of Governmental Research study (2004), 49

Center for Strength-Based Strategies (Michigan),
324

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC),
120, 281, 283, 296

Change. See Community change
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Cheltenham Elementary School (Denver), 174

Child care programs: after-school, 293-295; for pre-
school and school-aged child, 292-293

Child Guide Program (Minnesota), 256

Child well-being: changes across time for measur-
ing, 6fig—7; economic well-being measure of, 4;
global context of, 7-8; high-risk behavior meas-
ure of, 4-6; indicators used in measuring, 911

Child Wellbeing Index (CWI), 6

Children: adolescent asset-building and interaction
with younger, 194-196; adults building assets for
unrelated, 34-36, 105-106, 206-219; advancing
meaningful policy engagement by, 315-316; civic
leadership role taken by, 196—198; constructive-
use-of-time promoted for, 42-48; coordinating
policy agenda strategies for, 316—320; engaging
parents more deeply with their, 219-232; esti-
mates on poverty rates of, 4; lack of vocal con-
stituency by, 307-308; moving toward shared
responsibility for, 105-106; negative characteris-
tics of communities for, 11-12; neighborhood
“social contracts” protecting, 36; overdependence
on programs for care of, 106-107; UN Conven-
tion on the Rights of the Child (1989) on, 7, 305,
309,310-311. See also Healthy development;
Youth
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133,145,175, 184

Children’s Defense Fund, 226

Civic decision influence barriers: fragmented politi-
cal interests, 312; lack of clear policy agendas,

308-309, 312; lack of vocal constituency, 307—
308; predominance of deficit thinking, 305-307;
social attitudes toward government/public policy,
304-305

Civic decision influence opportunities: advancing
meaningful youth engagement, 315-316; asset-
building themes and, 312-313; coordinating pol-
icy agenda strategies for, 316-320; gathering data
and monitoring trends, 313—-314; mobilizing pub-
lic vision and will, 315; unleashing community
and organizational capacity, 320

Civic decisions: addressing the challenge of funding
and, 320-324; aligning other influences on, 324—
329; barriers and challenges to, 304-312; from
influencing to making, 329-330; to leverage com-
munity change resources, 137, 140; opportunities
for impact, 312-320; renewing engagement in,
113-114. See also United States

Civic journalism, 327-329

Civic leaders: empowering parents as, 229-231; part-
nering to engage range of volunteers as, 188;
studies on involvement of, 217; supporting
change infrastructure, 175-176, 177t youth in
positions of initiative and, 196-203. See also
Community; Volunteerism

Civic Ventures study (2002), 105

Clark, M., 324

Coalition for America’s Children, 214

Coalitions: creating new asset-building, 185; four
models of working together in communities, 186,
188; repositioning of existing, 185-186

Cochran, M., 232

Coconino Coalition for Children and Youth (Ari-
zona), 173

Coles, B., 317

Collaboration model, 188

Collins, C., 258

Colorado Academy (Denver), 203

Colorado Trust, 147, 326

Commission on Children at Risk (U.S.), 121

Commission on Youth (Virginia), 320

Commitment-to-learning assets: bonding to school,
52; homework, 51-52; listed, 50; motivation and
engagement, 51

Committee on Community-Level Programs for
Youth of the National Research Council, 279

Common good theme, 110-111

Communication: between stakeholders and the pub-
lic, 171-174; inclusive language used in, 161-162;
initiative support through networks of, 168-171;
matching asset-building message to audience,
214-215; using media, 172-173; value of conver-
sation, 169—171; youth roles in asset-building,
202

Communities for Children and Youth (Maine), 319

Communities That Care model, 181

Community: activating all sectors of, 137, 138-139;
advocating for families, 232; assessing multiple
influences on assets in, 63; authoritative, 121-122;
boundary setting by, 41-42; defined in context of
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Community, continued
healthy development, 15-16; development of
moral commitments tied to, 42; Developmental
Assets studies revealing portraits of, 60—63; devel-
opmentally attentive, 121; four models of work-
ing together in, 186, 188; global asset-building
movement and, 88, 142; identifying factors that
can be readily promoted by, 30; influencing deci-
sion makers/opinion leaders of, 137, 140; isola-
tion of children/youth within, 11-12; level of
assets and size of, 70—71; moving from age segre-
gation to intergenerational, 103—105; recovering
the wisdom of, 150-151; reframing assumptions
about family, organizations, and, 224; religious,
45-47,77,161-162, 262-266; social trust in,
159-160, 161-162; socializing systems of, 126—
127, 129; supporting part-time employment of
youth, 49; toward shared responsibility for chil-
dren by, 105-106; uniting for asset building,
114-115; “Year of Values” for, 53. See also Asset-
building communities; Civic leaders; Cultural
shifts

Community asset-building sectors: creating oppor-
tunities and relationships among, 274; engaging
specific, 251-274; linkage among, 246-247;
shared themes in activating, 241-250

Community asset-building themes: action and con-
tinuity, 245-246; emphasis on unleashing capac-
ity, 243—244; equity and justice, 247-248; linkage
among sectors, 246-247; multiple levels of
change, 242-243; receptivity, awareness, mobi-
lization, 244; relating and social change, 250;
safety, customizing, focusing, and reframing,
249-250; transformation across time, 244

Community change: collective efficacy, social trust,
and public will for, 159-160, 161-162; creating
operational infrastructure for, 163—190; ensuring
change becomes way of life, 237; finding the joy
of asset-building and, 188-190; head and heart
work for, 158; highlighting possibility of, 234—
235; mobilization and organizing for, 235; multi-
ple levels of, 242-243; overcoming barriers to
action, 2352361 personal efficacy and responsi-
bility for, 159; receptivity and cultivating open-
ness to, 233—234; Search Institute project on, 233;
shared vision, purpose, and commitment to,
154-157; storytelling about, 238; tips for increas-
ing readiness for, 160—-163. See also Cultural shifts

Community change infrastructure: assessment or
evaluation of, 182—184; broad engagement of the
willing to create, 164—165; casting vision for com-
munity and, 167-168; catalyzing asset-building
innovation through, 176; celebrating the work
of, 184-185; for communication between stake-
holders and public, 171-174; creating networks
supporting initiatives, 168—171; developing lead-
ership base for, 175-176, 1771 emergent, flexible,
and permeable, 166-167; facilitative, empowering
leadership of, 165-166; financial support of,
178-182; fluidity of, 166—-167; functions of
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community initiative and role of, 167; managing
and coordinating, 176, 179; operating principles
for, 163; supporting community capacity build-
ing, 185-188; tools, training, technical assistance
for, 174-175; unleashing instead of controlling or
directing approach by, 163-164. See also Asset-
building initiatives

Community Clean-Up Week (Youth First), 129

Community effect, 129130

Community Profiles (publication), 314

Community service, 203, 290-292

Community Youth Nights (Youth First), 128

Connections initiative (Howard County, Maryland),
144

Consistent messages, 109-111

Constructive-use-of-time assets: adult and youth
perspectives on, 2081 creative activities to
develop, 44-45, 74; described, 42-43; listed, 42;
part-time employment impact on, 47—48; reli-
gious community to develop, 45-47, 77; time at
home to build, 47; youth programs to develop,
45,77

Continuity concept, 245-246

Conversations, 169-171

Conway, J., 282

Cooperation model, 188

Cooperrider, D., 156

Coordination model, 186

Corporate foundations, 325-327

Corporation for National and Community Service,
196, 290

Corrigan, S., 300

County of Orange Health Care Agency, 150

Cradle Beach Camp (New York), 124-125

Creative activities, 44—45, 74

Cruell, L., 247

Cultural competence, 55

Cultural shifts: from age segregation to intergenera-
tional community, 103-105; from changing pri-
orities to long-term commitment, 113; from civic
disengagement to engagement, 113—114; from
conflicting signals to consistent messages, 109—
111; from deficit language to asset language,
99-101, 100 from early-childhood-only to first
two decades of life, 102—103; from efficiency to
redundancy in asset building, 111; from frag-
mented agenda to unifying vision, 108-109; from
program focus to rational focus, 106-107; from
self-interest to shared responsibility, 105-106;
from some youth to all youth, 102; uniting com-
munities for asset building, 114-115; from youth
as objects to youth as actors, 112. See also Com-
munity change

Culture: affecting gender differences in assets,
67—68; importance to vision of raising children,
2-3; relating asset-building to different, 250;
social trust to bridge differences in, 159-160,
161-162; transforming, 3. See also Race/ethnicity
differences

Customizing asset-building, 249
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Damon, W., 42, 56, 332

Dedor, R,, 216

Depression, 95

Development Assets theory: more assets the better
hypothesis of, 78-80; overview of, 26-27

Developmental Assets: A Synthesis of the Scientific
Research on Adolescent Development (Scales and
Leffert), 25

Developmental Assets (among U.S. youth): age dif-
ferences and, 69-70; aggregate sample for 2003
dataset of, 641—65; average number of forty assets
among, 65—66; external assets percentages in all
youth (2003), 75-761; gender differences and,
67-69; identifying assets in short supply, 73-77;
identifying assets that are signs of strength,
77-78; income differences and, 66—67; level of
assets and, 71731 level of assets in single-par-
ent/two-parent homes, 741, percentage of external
assets (2003), 75t; percentage of internal assets
(2003), 76; race/ethnicity differences and, 66;
size of community and, 70-71

Developmental Assets framework: applications of,
333-335; architecture of, 30-58; broad vision/
shared language of, 23—24; combined with risk and
protective factor theory, 148; described, 3; historic
origins/development of, 24-30; on importance of
Developmental Assets, 78-93; infused into class-
room practice, 257-258; leading hypothesis in the-
ory behind, 78-79; long-term action/commitment
as part of, 113; popularized understanding of, 37;
social context of, 331-335; strategies for develop-
ing a comprehensive, 96-97; vision of, 334. See
also Asset taxonomy; Asset-building community;
Search Institute; Socialization

Developmental Assets importance: developing com-
prehensive framework on, 96-97; Developmental
Assets Profile (DAP) on, 95; dual action of assets,
79fig; to high-risk behavior patterns, 80-82fig,
90-92fig; leading hypothesis on the more assets,
the better, 78-79; ranking assets in, 93-97; rela-
tive power of, 90-92fig; student achievement and,
861, 88-90; thriving behaviors and, 82-85. See
also Level of assets

Developmental Assets origins: applying framework
to all youth, 29; balancing external and internal
factors, 28-29; building on previous research,
29-30; connecting scientific knowledge to posi-
tive outcomes, 25, 27; drawing from practitioners’
wisdom, 28; growing out of scientific literature,
25; identifying factors communities can readily
promote, 30; theory behind Developmental
Assets, 2627

Developmental Assets Profile (DAP), 95

Developmental Assets studies: assessing level of
Development Assets, 60-61; on asset-building im-
pact and youth development, 145-150; continuum
of experience expanded through, 61; on develop-
mental assets among U.S. youth, 63-78; to discover
community challenges, 61, 63; on engaging adults

in asset-building, 213, 215; examining Develop-
mental Assets among U.S. youth, 63-78; Grading
Grown-Ups 2002 study, 213, 215; on importance of
developmental assets, 78—-93; on including youth in
youth initiative efforts, 197-198; on increasing
number of older adult volunteering, 105; on level
of assets and size of community, 70-71f on men-
toring relationships, 285-286; by MIPH (Min-
nesota Institute of Public Health), 149—150; on
multiple influences on assets in community, 63;
National Asset-Building Case Study Project
(Search Institute), 197-198; on program-level
impact, 147, 150; on statewide mobilization efforts,
147; University of California at Davis study (2001),
146-147; on urban African Americans eighth
graders and academics, 127; on which assets are
most important, 94. See also Search Institute

Developmental Research and Programs (DRP), 181

Developmentally attentive community, 121. See also
Asset-building communities

Dikko Foundation (Indiana), 326

Drug use. See Illicit drug use

DuBois, P. M., 113

Dungan, R., 88

E

Educating parents, 226, 228

Efficacy: community responsibility and personal,
159; social trust and collective, 159—160

8-18 Media (Michigan), 202

Electronic media, 172-173, 327-329

Elkins, B., 203

Empowerment assets: adult and youth perspectives
on, 2081 described, 39; evaluating, 183; missing
for many youth, 74; parents as leaders/change
agents, 229-231; safety, 40, 67; service to others,
40; Stratford Youth and Family Advisory Board
support of, 200-201; valuing young people, 39-40

Empowerment evaluation models, 183

Engagement/motivation, 51

English, T., 323-324

Equity theme, 247-248

Ethnicity. See Race/ethnicity differences

Ewing, J., 291

Extended family: creating a new, 227; engaging
children with, 219-232; shared experiences with,
228-229

External agency Fund Technical Assistance Handbook,
178

External assets: boundaries-and-expectations, 41—
42, 208t; constructive-use-of-time, 42—48, 49,
2081 described, 31; empowerment assets, 39-40,
74, 208t listed, 30, 321; other adult relationships,
34-36; percentage for all youth (2003), 75t sup-
port assets, 31, 34-39, 74, 77-78, 104, 208t

External (environmental) factors, 28-29

F
Faith community. See Religious community
Family: asset-building by parents and, 221-232;
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Family, continued
community advocacy for, 232; engaging children
with extended, 219-232; level of assets and
income of, 66-67; level of assets and one-parent
vs. two-parent, 72-73, 74t; reframing assump-
tions about community, organizations, and, 224;
school involvement by, 38—39; shared experiences
with, 228-229; support of adult relationships
other than, 34-36, 105-106, 206-219; support
within the, 34. See also Homes; Income differ-
ences; Parents

“Family champions,” 229

Family Leadership Connection (California), 230

Family support services, 226

Family/work public policies, 323

Fay, T, 156

Ferries, B., 197

Ferris, S., 259-260

Financial issues: accessing other financial resources,
179-182; addressing the challenge of funding,
320-324; private and corporate foundation sup-
port, 325-327; proving grants to asset-building
organizations, 178-179

First Lutheran Church (Pennsylvania), 291-292

First order community effect, 129, 130
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Flores Indigenas (Indigenous Flowers) [Cheltenham
Elementary School, Denver], 174

Focusing asset-building, 249

Fortner, D., 143

Fortune magazine’s 100 Best Companies list, 49

Forty Developmental Assets. See Asset taxonomy;
Developmental Assets framework

Foundation for Child Development, 6, 7

Future Factory (South Africa), 298

G

Gallup Youth Survey, 220

Garbarino, J., 269

Garcia, R., 272

Gardner, J., 110

Gbolo, S., 287

Gender differences: acts of violence reported and,
871; in caring asset, 68—69; cultural traditions
affecting, 67—68; high academic performance
reported by, 861 level of assets among U.S. youth
and, 67-69, 73t, 85-87t. See also Boys; Girls

Geography of influence, 15. See also Community

Girl Scouts of America, 142, 256

Girl Scouts—Wagon Wheel Council (Colorado
Springs), 242-243

“Girl-poisoning” society, 289

Girls: acts of violence reported by, 871 caring asset
development in, 68—69; high academic perform-
ance reported by, 86t. See also Boys; Gender dif-
ferences

Gitlin, T., 154

GivEm40 24/7 coalition (Michigan), 255

Gladwell, M., 133
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GLBT (gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender)
youth, 248, 249

Global asset-building movement, 88, 142

Governor’s Children’s Cabinet (Maine), 319-320

Grading Grown-Ups 2002 study, 213, 215

Green, J., 264
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Halfon, N., 312, 322

Hamilton, S., 191

Hardwired to Connect (2004 report), 121

Harper, D., 286-287
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Haydon, K. C., 214
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initiative [Boise], 317

HC + HY (Health Communities * Healthy Youth)
initiative [Charlotte County], 62

HC + HY (Health Communities * Healthy Youth)
initiative [Houston], 17

HC + HY (Health Communities * Healthy Youth)
initiative [Search Institute], 122

HC + HY (Health Communities * Healthy Youth)
initiative [Wadsworth, Ohio], 143-144

HEAF (Harlem Educational Activities Fund),
246

Health care system: asset-building infused in,
270-271; as asset-building resource, 322-323

Health dimensions, 25

Healthy Communities Coalition of Lyon and Story
Counties (Nevada), 134

Healthy Community Initiative of Northfield
(1990s), 53

Healthy Community Initiative (Orlando), 133,
202-203

Healthy development: assets as building blocks of,
57-58; built during first two decades of life,
102-103; call to hope and action for, 18-19;
Developmental Assets theory on, 26-27; frame-
work of Developmental Assets approach to, 3;
importance of culture to, 2-3; importance of
Developmental Assets to, 78-93; looking for new
solutions, 12—18; the more assets experienced
the better, 79-80; societal struggle over, 1-3;
strategies theme to, 3. See also Asset foundation;
Children; Thriving behaviors; Youth

Healthy development promotion: community in
context of, 15-16; intentional change leading to,
13-14

Healthy Nampa—Healthy Youth coalition (Nampa,
Idaho), 144

Healthy Youth in King County (Washington), 314

HEART of OKC, 187-188

Helping Kids Succeed—Alaskan Style, 87

Hersch, P, 39-40, 206

Hewlitt, S. A., 220

High academic performance, 861, 88-90

High expectations, 42



High-risk behaviors: in context of Developmental
Assets, 25, 27; Developmental Assets and, 80—
82fig, 90-92fig; level of assets and, 81t; Overall
Risk Behavior Index to measure, 90-92fig; per-
centage engaged in one or more, 6fig; research
and reports on, 4-6

Hillside Family of Agencies, 49

Hillside Work-Scholarship Connection, 49

Himmelman, A., 186

HIV/AIDs pandemic, 8

Holmstrom, C., 175

Homes: importance of time spent at, 47; studies on
youth left alone after school in, 44. See also Fam-
ily; Parents

Homework, 51-52

Hong, K. L., 193

Honoring asset-building work, 184-185

Horizon Foundation (Maryland), 326

Horizontal accumulation principle: as asset-building
community target, 122; collective power of com-
munity targeted by, 126127, 129; described, 26—
27,93
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Houston Healthy Communities « Healthy Youth
(HC-HY), 17

Hoy, S., 293

Hurricane Katrina refugees, 17

Hurwitz, J., 328

Tanni, F, 42

Identity formation, 56

Illicit drug use: percentage of youth reporting mari-
juana use, 82fig; predictors of, 92fig
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