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The Command Window

 

At the bottom of the screen, just above the status bar, is a small horizontal window called the 

 

Com-
mand window.

 

 Here, AutoCAD displays responses to your input. By default, it shows two lines of text. 
The bottom line shows the current messages, and the top line shows messages that have scrolled by 
or, in some cases, components of the current message that don’t fit in a single line. Right now, the bot-
tom line displays the message 

 

Command

 

 (see Figure 1.4, earlier in this chapter). This 

 

prompt 

 

tells you 
that AutoCAD is waiting for your instructions. When you click a point in the drawing area, you see 
the message 

 

Specify opposite corner:

 

. At the same time, the cursor starts to draw a window selec-
tion that disappears when you click another point. The same message appears in the dynamic input 
display at the cursor.

As a new user, pay special attention to messages displayed in the Command window and the 
dynamic input display because this is how AutoCAD communicates with you. Besides giving you 
messages, the Command window records your activity in AutoCAD. You can use the scroll bar to 
the right of the Command window to review previous messages. You can also enlarge the window 
for a better view. (Chapter 2 discusses these components in more detail.)

Now, let’s look at AutoCAD’s window components in detail.

 

TIP

 

The Command window and the dynamic input display allow AutoCAD to provide text feed-
back to your actions. You can think of these features as a chat window to AutoCAD—as you enter
commands, AutoCAD responds with messages. As you become more familiar with AutoCAD, you
may find you don’t need to rely on the Command window and dynamic input display as much.
For new and casual users, however, the Command window and dynamic input display can be
helpful in understanding what steps to take as you work.

 

The Drop-Down Menus

 

As in most Windows programs, the drop-down menus on the menu bar provide an easy-to-understand 
way to access AutoCAD’s general controls and settings. In these menus, you’ll find the commands and 
functions that are the heart of AutoCAD. By clicking menu items, you can cut and paste items to and 
from AutoCAD, change the settings that make AutoCAD work the way you want it to, set up the mea-
surement system you want to use, access the help system, and much more.

The drop-down menu options perform three basic functions:

 

◆

 

Display a dialog box that contains settings you can change.

 

◆

 

Issue a command to create or modify your drawing.

 

◆

 

Offer an expanded set of the same tools found in the Draw and Modify toolbars.

As you point to commands and options in the menus, AutoCAD provides additional help for 
you in the form of brief descriptions of each menu option, which appear in the status bar.

 

If You Can’t Find the UCS Icon

 

The UCS icon can be turned on and off, so if you’re on someone else’s system and you don’t see the
icon, don’t panic. If you don’t see the icon or it doesn’t look as it does in this chapter, see Chapter 21
for more information.
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22 CHAPTER 1 EXPLORING THE AUTOCAD AND AUTOCAD LT INTERFACE 

As you can see from this exercise, you have a wide range of options for viewing your drawings, 
just by using a few buttons. These buttons are all you need to control the display of 2D drawings.

Saving a File as You Work
It’s a good idea to save your file periodically as you work on it. As with any Windows program, you 
can save it under its original name (choose File � Save) or under a different name (choose File � 
Save As), thereby creating a new file.

By default, AutoCAD automatically saves your work at 10-minute intervals under a name that 
is a combination of the current filename plus a number and that ends with the .sv$ filename exten-
sion; this is known as the Automatic Save feature. Using settings in the Options dialog box or system 
variables, you can change the name of the autosaved file and control the time between autosaves. 
See Chapter 3 for details.

TIP By default, in Windows XP, the Automatic Save file is stored in C:\Documents and Settings\
User Name\Local Settings\Temp\. You can find the exact location for your system by typing
Savefilepathø at the Command prompt. This file location is often set as a hidden folder, so you may
need to set up Windows Explorer to display hidden folders before you can get to the Automatic Save
file. See Appendix A for information on how to do this.

Making Changes
You’ll frequently make changes to your drawings. One of AutoCAD’s primary advantages is the 
ease with which you can make changes. The following exercise shows you a typical sequence of 
operations involved in changing a drawing:

1. Use the File � Save As menu option to save the current Clip.dwg file under the name 
MyFirst. For convenience, you can save your files in the My Documents folder.

2. From the 2D Draw control panel, click the Erase tool (the one with a pencil eraser touching 
paper). This activates the Erase command. You can also choose Modify � Erase from the 
drop-down menu.

Notice that the cursor has turned into a small square; this square is called the pickbox. You 
also see Select objects: in the Command window and the dynamic input display. This 
message helps remind new users what to do.

3. Move the pickbox over the drawing, placing it on various parts of the clip. Don’t click anything 
yet. Notice that as you hover over objects with the pickbox, they’re highlighted. This helps you 
see the objects the pickbox is likely to select, should you click the left mouse button.

4. Place the pickbox on the crosshatch pattern of the clip (see Figure 1.13), and click. The cross-
hatch changes in appearance from a dark highlight to a light highlight. The pickbox and the 
Select objects: prompt remain, indicating that you can continue to select objects.

5. Press ↵. The crosshatch disappears. You’ve just erased a part of the drawing.

In this exercise, you first issued the Erase command, and then you selected an object by using a 
pickbox to click it. The pickbox tells you that you must select items on the screen, and it shows you 
what you’re about to select by highlighting objects as you hover over them. Once you’ve clicked an 
object or a set of objects, press ↵ to move on to the next step. This sequence of steps is common to 
many of the commands you’ll work with in AutoCAD.

TIP You can also click an object or a set of objects and then press the Delete key without using the
Erase tool.
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