Preface

THE PROPER PERSPECTIVE—A FABLE

After a long and productive life on earth, an engineer arrived at the gates of heaven. The
gatekeeper scanned through the book of expected arrivals, and then advised the engineer
that there was a mistake and that he was supposed to go to the “other place.” The engineer
was directed by the gatekeeper to a long escalator, and told to take the escalator all the
way down, where he would be greeted by someone in a red suit. The engineer did what he
was told, and ended up in Hades.

After being in Hades for a short while, the engineer noticed that it was uncomfortably
hot. Being that he had been a heating, ventilating and airconditioning (HVAC) engineer
on earth, he began assembling various parts of scrap materials lying around, and in a mat-
ter of three weeks, had constructed and was operating an air conditioning system through-
out Hades. A week later, he had completed a cold water delivery system. Shortly there-
after, God and the devil were on the phone for their monthly status conference call, and
the devil stated: “You wouldn’t believe! We have an engineer down here, of all people.
He’s installed air conditioning and cold water down here; he’s done great things. It’s al-
most livable down here now.” God replied: “You have an engineer down there? That’s a
horrible mistake! You have to send him up here right away!”

“No!” said the devil. “He’s doing wonderful things down here, and I love him a lot!”

God said: “You send him up here right away!”

“No!” retorted the devil.

“You send him up here immediately, or I’ll sue you,” responded God.

The devil said: “You're bluffing.”

“What do you mean, I’'m bluffing!” said God.

The devil replied: “Where are you going to get a lawyer?”

OVERTURE

Having thus established the appropriate relationship between technology and the law, the
material in this book pertains to protection afforded by the law to ideas, creations and
inventions of engineers, scientists and others covered by the umbrella term “technology
professionals.” With technological advancements moving forward today at what appears
to be an exponential rate, the need to transform intangible novel ideas into tangible, pro-
tectable assets has increased. Where in the past, the word “patent” or “copyright” only
rarely appeared in the daily newspapers, today the popular press is repeatedly relating
news items regarding the effect of intellectual property protection in our everyday lives.
For example, pharmaceuticals and patents have become a global issue. Also, each time
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