
• A •
à, 165–166, 169–170, 174–175
Académie française, 1
accents, 252–253, 276
acheter

conjugations of, 293
passé simple (simple past), 241–242

acute accent, 59, 253, 276
adjectives

adverbs and, 123
agreement, 124–126
comparitives, 136–137
defined, 10
demonstrative, 26–27, 203
descriptive, 10, 126
indefinite, 10
interrogative, 10, 74
with meaning changes, 128–129
negative, 10, 83–84, 191
overview, 123
parts of speech, 10
positioning with nouns, 126–127
possessive

examples of, 10
overview, 28
plural subjects, 30–31
singular subjects, 29–30

special forms for, 127–128
superlatives, 135, 136–137
using present participles as, 96

adverbial pronouns
commands and, 148–149
en, 190–191
examples of, 11
infinitives and, 94
y, 188–189

adverbs
adjectives and, 123
comparatives, 136–137
of frequency, 10, 130
gender and, 132
interrogative, 11
of manner, 10, 132–133
negative, 11, 81–83
overview, 129

parts of speech, 10–11
of place, 10, 130
positioning, 133–134
of quantity, 10, 131–132
superlatives, 135, 137
of time, 11, 130–131

affirmative commands, 146–147
agreement

of adjectives, 124–126
with passé composé, 218–219

aimer, 270
aller

conditional mood, 266
conjugations of, 294
futur proche (near future), 258
future tense, 254
imparfait (imperfect), 228
passé simple (simple past), 241
plus-que-parfait (past perfect), 239

answering questions
negative, 87–88
wh, 78
yes/no, 77

antecedents, 85, 202
appeler

conditional mood, 264
conjugations of, 292
future tense, 252

articles
definite, 8, 24
indefinite, 8, 20, 24, 86–87
overview, 23–24
partitive

examples of, 8
negative adverbs and, 81–82
overview, 25
preposition en and, 190

parts of speech, 8–9
aspirate h, 2
automated translators, 16
auxiliary verbs

choosing, 214–215
misusing, 280
passé composé (past), 213–215
plus-que-parfait (past perfect), 238–239
positioning, 221–222
pronouns and, 184
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avoir
agreement with, 219
conditional mood, 266
conjugations of, 294
future tense, 255
in idiomatic expressions, 279–280
passé composé (past), 214–215
passé simple (simple past), 244
plus-que-parfait (past perfect), 238

• B •
battre, 63–64
bilingual dictionaries

context, 14–15
getting the most out of, 7
idioms, 15–16
looking up unmodified words, 14
overview, 13
parts of speech, 14–15
symbols, 15
terminology, 15
verifying findings, 16

• C •
calendar, 39–40
capitalization

proper nouns and, 8
when to use, 276–277

cardinal numbers, 35–37
ce dont, 207
ce que, 207
ce qui, 207
-cer verbs

conjugation of, 291
present tense, 55–56

cher salutation, 286
chéri salutation, 286
chers amis salutation, 285–286
chez, 168, 276
circumflex, 276
cities, prepositions for, 173
clocks, 41–43
closings for letters, 283–284, 286
collective nouns, 8
commands

adverbial pronouns and, 148–149
affirmative, 147
with défense de, 149
forbidding, 149
with future tense, 149

impersonal, 92
with infinitives, 149
negative, 148
overview, 146
pronouns and, 193–194
with subjunctive mood, 150
using infinitives, 149

commencer
conditional mood, 262
conjugations of, 291
future tense, 250
imparfait (imperfect), 228
passé simple (simple past), 242

comparatives
overview, 135–136
special forms, 137–138

compound tenses. See passé composé; plus-
que-parfait

conditional mood
with aimer, 270
with devoir, 269
irregular verbs, 265–267
overview, 261
with polite requests, 270
with pouvoir, 269
regular and spelling-change verbs, 262–263
with si clauses, 268–269
stem-changing verbs, 263–265
with vouloir, 270

conjugation
conditional mood

irregular verbs, 265–267
overview, 261
regular and spelling-change verbs, 262–263
stem-changing verbs, 263–265

defined, 9
future tense

irregular verbs, 253–256
overview, 249
regular and spelling-change verbs, 250–251
stem-changing verbs, 251–253

imparfait (imperfect)
irregular verbs, 228–229
regular verbs, 225–227
spelling-change verbs, 227–228
stem-changing verbs, 227

imperative mood
irregular verbs, 143–145
pronominal verbs, 146
regular verbs, 141–143

passé composé (past), 219–220
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passé simple (simple past)
-er verbs, 241–242
-ir verbs, 242–244
-re verbs, 244–246

plus-que-parfait (past perfect), 238–239
present tense

irregular verbs, 61–67
regular verbs, 53–54
spelling-change verbs, 55–56
stem-changing verbs, 56–59
subject pronouns, 49–52

subject pronouns and, 50
conjunctions

connecting with, 13
coordinating, 13, 197–200
negative, 87
parts of speech, 13
subjunctive mood with, 112–113
subordinating, 13, 200–202

connaître, 295
context

bilingual dictionaries, 14–15
chez and, 168
demonstrative adjectives and, 203
relative pronouns and, 203

contractions
with prepositions, 166–167
reflexive pronouns and, 157
relative pronouns and, 204, 205
required, 277–278

conventions used in book, 2
coordinating conjunctions, 13, 197–200
countable nouns, 8
countries, prepositions for, 171–173
croire

present tense, 64
passé simple (simple past), 246

• D •
dans, 170–171
dates, 40
days of the week, 39–40
de

infinitives and, 115–116
overview, 166
possessives, 29
verbs with, 175–176

défense de, 149
definite articles, 8, 24

demonstrative adjectives
context and, 203
examples of, 10
overview, 26–27

demonstrative pronouns, 11, 27–28
descriptive adjectives, 10, 126
devoir

conditional mood, 269
conjugation of, 66, 295
infinitive nouns, 93
stem-changing verbs, 105

dictionaries, bilingual
context, 14–15
English-French, 299–302
figurative language and idioms, 15–16
French-English, 303–306
getting the most out of, 7
looking up unmodified words, 14
overview, 13
parts of speech, 14–15
symbols, 15
terminology, 15
verifying findings, 16

dire, 295
direct-object pronouns, 11, 183–186
dont, 205
dormir, 62
double pronouns, 192–194
doubts, expressing, 116
-e*er verbs

accent changes with, 252
conjugation of, 293
present tense, 58–59

-é*er verbs
accent changes with, 253
present tense, 59

• E •
écrire, 228
-eler verbs, 57–58, 264, 292–294
elle, 51
elles, 52
employer

conditional mood, 263
future tense, 251

en
as preposition, 170–171, 275
as pronoun, 190–192, 275

English-French dictionary, 299–302
envoyer

conditional mood, 263
future tense, 251
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-er verbs
conjugating, 290
irregular verbs, 143
passé simple (simple past), 241–242
present tense, 53
regular verbs, 141–142
simple past tense, 241–242

errors
accents, 276
auxiliary verbs, 280
capitals, 276–277
contractions, 277–278
false friends, 278–279
overview, 275
passé composé versus imparfait, 280–281
subjunctive, 281
translating word for word, 275–276
tu versus vous, 282
usage of avoir, 279–280

est-ce que, 74–75
-eter verbs

conjugation of, 292–293
double consonants and, 252, 264
present tense, 58

être
agreement with, 218–219
conditional mood, 267
conjugation of, 296
future tense, 255
imparfait (imperfect), 229
passé simple (simple past), 246
plus-que-parfait (past perfect), 238–239
verbs conjugated in past compound tense,

214–215
étudier, 226
expressions

idiomatic, 276, 279
impersonal, 108–109

• F •
faire

conditional mood, 267
conjugation of, 296
future tense, 255
passé simple (simple past), 245

false friends, 278–279
feelings

reciprocal verbs, 161
subjunctive mood, 110–111

feminine adjectives, 124–125
feminine nouns, 19–20, 21

figurative language, 15–16
finir

conditional mood, 262
conjugations of, 290
future tense, 250
imparfait (imperfect), 226
passé simple (simple past), 242

first person, 50
formal greetings, 283–285
formal yes/no questions, 72–73
French-English dictionary, 303–306
frequency, adverbs of, 130
futur proche (near future), 258
future tense

commands with, 149
with conjunctions, 256–257
informal conversation, 257
irregular verbs, 253–256
near future, 257–258
overview, 249
polite requests and, 257
regular and spelling-change verbs, 250–251
stem-changing verbs, 251–253

• G •
gender

adjectives and, 124–126
adverbs and, 132
definite articles, 24
demonstrative adjectives, 26–27
demonstrative pronouns, 27–28
indefinite articles, 24
of nouns, 19–21
partitive articles, 25
possessive adjectives, 29–31
possessive pronouns, 31–32

-ger verbs, 56, 292
gérer

conditional mood, 265
conjugation of, 293
future tense, 253

gérondif, 98–99
gerunds, 97, 98–99
grammatical agreement, 218–219
grammatical person, 50
grave accent

in -e*er verbs, 252, 293
in -é*er verbs, 59, 293

greetings, letters, 283–286
guillemets, 2, 71

310 Intermediate French For Dummies 

34_187685 bindex.qxp  1/29/08  11:15 PM  Page 310



•H •
homographs, 276
hours, 41–43

• I •
idiomatic expressions, 276, 279
idiomatic pronominal verbs, 155–156, 162
idioms, 15–16
if clauses, 268–269
il, 51
ils, 52
imparfait (imperfect)

for actions with no beginning or end, 230,
232–233

for background info and actions that got inter-
rupted, 230, 234

for habitual actions, 229, 233
for states of being and descriptions, 

229, 233
for time, date, and age, 230
for two things happening simultaneously, 

230, 233–234
for wishes, suggestions, and conditions after

si, 230
functions, 231
irregular verbs, 228–229
versus passé composé, 231–234, 280–281
regular verbs, 225–227
spelling-change verbs, 227–228
stem-changing verbs, 227
terms used with, 232

imperative mood. See also commands
affirmative, 147
with défense de, 149
with future tense, 149
with infinitives, 149
irregular verbs, 143–145
negative, 148
overview, 146
pronominal verbs, 146
regular verbs, 141–143
with subjunctive mood, 150

imperfect tense. See imparfait
impersonal commands, 92
impersonal expressions, 108–109
impersonal pronouns, 11–12
indefinite adjectives, 10

indefinite articles
examples of, 8
gender and, 20, 24
pronouns and, 86–87

indefinite pronouns
examples of, 11
subjunctive mood with, 113–114

indefinite relative pronouns, 206–208
indicative mood, 9, 103, 141
indirect objects, 116
indirect-object pronouns, 11, 183, 186–188
infinitives

bilingual dictionaries, 14
commands in imperative mood, 149
commands with, 149
de and, 115–116
endings for, 91
overview, 91–92
prepositions and, 92–93
pronominal verbs, 92
sentence subjects, 93
used as nouns, 93
used with verbs, 92
word order with, 94–95

informal greetings, 285–286
informal yes/no questions, 71–72
International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA), 15
interpreting, 15–16
interrogatives. See questions
intransitive verbs, 184–185, 214–215
invariables, 99
inversion

asking formal yes/no questions, 72–73
asking wh questions, 76–77

IPA (International Phonetic Alphabet), 15
-ir verbs

irregular verbs, 144–145
passé simple (simple past), 242–244
present tense, 53–54
regular, 142, 290

irregular plural nouns, 22–23
irregular verbs

chart, 294–298
conditional mood, 265–267
future tense, 253–256
imparfait (imperfect), 228–229
imperative mood, 143–145
imperfect tense
passé simple (simple past), 243–244
past participles of, 216–218
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irregular verbs (continued)

like battre and mettre, 63–64
like offrir and ouvrir, 62–63
like prendre, 63
like sortir and dormir, 62
like venir, 61–62
pouvoir and vouloir, 64
unique, 65–67
voir and croire, 64

subjunctive mood, 104–107

• J •
je, 50
jeter

conditional mood, 264
conjugations of, 292–293
future tense, 252
stem-changing verbs, 58

• L •
lequel, 204–205
letters, writing, 283–286

• M •
madame la directrice salutation, 285
madame salutation, 285
manger

conjugations of, 292
imparfait (imperfect), 228
passé simple (simple past), 242

manner, adverbs of, 132–133
masculine nouns, 19–20, 21
mener

conditional mood, 264
future tense, 252

messieurs salutation, 283–284
mettre, 63–64, 296
minutes, 41–43
mistakes

accents, 276
auxiliary verbs, 280
capitals, 276–277
contractions, 277–278

false friends, 278–279
overview, 275
passé composé versus imparfait, 280–281
subjunctive, 281
translating word for word, 275–276
tu versus vous, 282
usage of avoir, 279–280

monsieur le maire salutation, 285
monsieur, madame salutation, 284
monsieur salutation, 284
months, 40
moods. See conditional mood; imperative

mood; indicative mood; subjunctive mood
mourir, 244
mute h

contractions and, 277–278
defined, 2
definite articles and, 24
demonstrative adjectives and, 26–27
first person and, 50
masculine singular form and, 127–128
negative adverbs and, 81
partitive articles and, 25
preposition de and, 166
reflexive pronouns and, 157
use of que with, 204

• N •
ne . . . pas, 81–82
near future tense, 258
negative adjectives, 10, 83–85, 191
negative adverbs, 11, 81–83
negative commands, 146, 148
negative conjunctions, 87
negative pronouns

examples of, 12
overview, 85–86
subjunctive mood with, 113–114

negative questions, 87–88
negative sentences, 94
negative statements, 87–88
nettoyer, 294
nouns

for avoiding the subjunctive, 116
collective, 8
countable, 8
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gender of, 19–21
parts of speech, 8
plural, 22–23
positioning of adjectives, 126–127
as present participles, 96–97
proper, 8
uncountable, 8
use of infinitives as, 93
using present participles as, 96–97

number (grammar)
adjectives, plural, 125–126
definite articles, 24
demonstrative adjectives, 26–27
demonstrative pronouns, 27–28
indefinite articles, 24
partitive articles, 25
plural nouns, 22–23
possessive adjectives, 29–31
possessive pronouns, 31–32
subject pronouns, 51–52

numbers
cardinal, 35–37
ordinal, 37–38

• O •
object pronouns

direct-object, 183–186
indirect-object, 186–188
infinitives and, 94
overview, 183
positioning, 192–193

offrir, 62–63, 296–297
on, 51
online translation Web sites, 16
opinions, 110–111
orders, 110–111
ordinal numbers, 37–38
où, 205–206
ouvrir, 62–63

• P •
parler

conditional mood, 262
conjugation of, 290
future tense, 250

imparfait (imperfect), 225–226
passé simple (simple past), 241
plus-que-parfait (past perfect), 238

participles
past, 215–218
present, 95–100

partir, 297
partitive articles

examples of, 8
negative adverbs and, 81–82
overview, 25
preposition en and, 190

parts of speech
adjectives, 10
adverbs, 10–11
articles, 8–9
bilingual dictionaries, 14–15
conjunctions, 13
nouns, 8
overview, 7
prepositions, 12
pronouns, 11–12
verbs, 9

passé composé (past compound)
agreement, 218–219
auxiliary verbs, 214–215
conjugation, 219–220
negation, 221–222
overview, 213–214
past participles, 215–218
proper use of, 221–222

passé simple
conjugating, 241
-er verbs, 241–242
-ir verbs, 242–244
overview, 237
-re verbs, 244–246
spelling-change verbs, 242

past participles, 215–218
past perfect tense (plus-que-parfait), 

213–214, 237–240
past tenses. See also imparfait; passé composé;

passé simple; plus-que-parfait
functions, 231
overview, 237

payer, 252, 264
personal pronouns, 11

313Index

34_187685 bindex.qxp  1/29/08  11:15 PM  Page 313



phrasal verbs, 173
place, adverbs of, 130
pluperfect tense. See plus-que-parfait
plural

adjectives, 125–126
definite article, 24
demonstrative adjectives, 26–27
demonstrative pronouns, 27–28
indefinite article, 24
nouns, 22–23
partitive article, 25

plural-subject possessive adjectives, 30–31
plus-que-parfait, 213–214, 237–240
positioning

of adjectives, 126–127
of adverbs, 133–134
object pronouns, 192–193

possessive adjectives
examples of, 10
gender, 29–31
overview, 28
plural subjects, 30–31
singular subjects, 29–30

possessive de, 28–29
possessive pronouns, 12, 28, 31–32
pouvoir, 64, 297
prendre

conditional mood, 267
conjugation of, 297–298
future tense, 255
present tense, 63

prepositional phrases, 188
prepositions

à, 165–166, 169–170, 174–175
chez, 168
cities and, 173
dans, 170–171
de, 166, 175–176
defined, 12
en, 168, 170
forming contractions with, 166–167
infinitives and, 92–93
other common prepositions, 177–179
overview, 12, 165
parts of speech, 12
using with places, 171–173
verbs not needing, 179–180

present participles
as adjectives, 96
formation of, 95–96

gerunds, 98–99
invariables, 95
as nouns, 96–97
other verb forms in lieu of, 99–100
variables, 95
as verbs, 97–98

present tense
irregular verbs

like battre and mettre, 63–64
like offrir and ouvrir, 62–63
like prendre, 63
like sortir and dormir, 62
like venir, 61–62
pouvoir and vouloir, 64
unique, 65–67
voir and croire, 64

regular verbs, 53–54
spelling-change verbs, 55–56
stem-changing verbs, 57–59
subject pronouns, 49–52

preterite tense. See passé simple
pronominal verbs

correct use of, 159–162
idiomatic, 155–156, 162
imperative mood, 146
overview, 153–154
present participles and, 96
reciprocal, 155
reflexive, 154
reflexive pronouns, 156–159

pronouns
adverbial

commands and, 148–149
en, 190–191
infinitives and, 94
y, 188–189

with commands, 193–194
demonstrative, 27–28
direct-object, 183–186
double, 192–194
impersonal, 11, 12
indefinite, 86–87, 113–114
indefinite relative, 206–208
indirect-object pronouns, 183, 186–188
negative, 85–86, 113–114
overview, 183
personal, 11
possessive, 28, 31–32
reflexive, 92, 154, 156–159, 192–193
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relative
context and, 203
dont, 205
joining with conjunctions, 197–202
lequel, 204–205
où, 205–206
overview, 202–203
que, 204
qui, 203–204

subject, 49–52
proper nouns, 8

• Q •
quantity, adverbs of, 131–132
que, 204
questions

for finding indirect object, 186
for finding direct object, 184
interrogative words, 10–11, 79
inversion and passé composé, 227
inversion and pronominal verbs, 159
negative, 82, 87–88
and verbs that require the subjunctive,

111–112
wh

answering, 78
est-ce que, 74–75
inversion, 76–77
overview, 73–74

yes/no
answering, 77
formal, 72–73
informal, 71–72

qui, 203–204
quoi, 207–208
quotation marks, 2, 71

• R •
-re verbs

conjugation of, 291
irregular verbs, 144–145
passé simple (simple past), 244–246
present tense, 54
regular verbs, 142

reciprocal verbs, 155, 161
reflexive pronouns

examples of, 11
positioning, 192–193
pronominal verbs and, 156–158
verbs and, 92
word order, 158–159

reflexive verbs, 154, 159–160
regular verbs

chart, 289–291
imparfait (imperfect), 225–227
imperative mood, 141–142
past participles of, 216
present tense, 53–54
subjunctive mood, 103–104

relative pronouns
context and, 203
dont, 205
examples of, 12
indefinite, 206–208
joining with conjunctions, 197–202
lequel, 204–205
où, 205
overview, 202–203
que, 204
qui, 203–204

requests, 149–150, 257, 270

• S •
salutations, 283–286
s’asseoir, 243
savoir, 298
se lever, 239
second person, 50–51
si clauses, 268–269
simple past tense. See passé simple
simultaneous action words, 98–99
singular-subject possessive adjectives, 29–30
sortir

conditional mood, 266
future tense, 254
present tense, 62

spelling-change verbs
chart, 291–292
imparfait (imperfect), 227–228
passé simple (simple past), 242
present tense, 55–56
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stem-changing verbs
chart, 292–294
present tense, 56–59
subjunctive mood, 104–105

stressed pronouns, 11, 135
subject pronouns

examples of, 11
present tense, 49–52

subjects, 49
subjunctive mood

avoiding, 115–116
commands with, 150
versus indicative mood, 103
irregular verbs, 105–107
regular verbs, 103–104
stem-changing verbs, 104–105
using

alone, 114–115
with conjunctions, 112–113
for feelings, orders, and opinions, 110–111
with impersonal expressions, 108–109
with indefinite pronouns, 113–114
with negatives, 113–114
with questions, 111–112
with superlatives, 113

when to use, 281
subordinating conjunctions, 13, 200–202
superlatives

adjectives and, 136–137
adverbs and, 137
comparatives and, 135–136
special forms, 137–138
subjunctive mood with, 113

symbols, bilingual dictionaries, 15

• T •
tenses. See future tense; past tenses; present

tense
terminology, bilingual dictionaries, 15
third person

conjugation, 226
future tense, 249
indirect-object pronouns and, 187
subject pronouns, 51–52

time, 41–43, 130–131
transitive verbs, 184–185, 214–215
translation, 16, 275–276
translators, automated, 16

tu, 51, 282
tutoyer, 282

• U •
uncountable nouns, 8

• V •
vendre

conditional mood, 262
conjugation of, 291
future tense, 250
imparfait (imperfect), 227
passé simple (simple past), 244

venir
conjugations of, 298
imparfait (imperfect), 228
passé simple (simple past), 244

verbs. See also conditional mood; future tense;
imperative mood; indicative mood; infini-
tives; past tenses; present participles;
present tense; subjunctive mood

auxiliary verbs
choosing, 214–215
misusing, 280
passé composé (past), 221
plus-que-parfait (past perfect), 237–239
pronouns and, 184

idiomatic, 162
imparfait (imperfect), 225–229
infinitives

overview, 91–92
used as nouns, 93
used with other verbs, 92
word order with, 94–95

intransitive, 184–185, 214
irregular

chart, 294–298
conditional mood, 265–267
future tenses, 253–256
imparfait (imperfect), 228–229
imperative mood, 143–145
present tense, 61–67
subjunctive mood, 104–107
needing the subjunctive, 111–112

past participles, 216–218
positioning of adverbs, 133–134
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with prepositions
à, 174–175
dans, 177
de, 175–176
par, 177–178
pour, 178
sur, 178
vers, 178

present participles
forming, 95–96
using, 96–100

pronominal
correct use of, 159–162
imperative mood, 146
overview, 153
reflexive pronouns, 156–159
types of, 153–156

reciprocal, 155, 161
reflexive, 153–154, 159–160
regular

chart, 289–291
conditional mood, 262–263
future tenses, 250–251
imparfait (imperfect), 225–227
imperative mood, 141–142
present tense, 53–54
subjunctive mood, 103–104

spelling-change
-cer verbs, 55–56
conditional mood, 262–263
future tenses, 250–251
-ger verbs, 56
imparfait (imperfect), 227–228
passé simple (simple past), 242

stem-changing
chart, 292–294
conditional mood, 263–265
future tenses, 251–253
imparfait (imperfect), 227
present tense, 56–59
subjunctive mood, 104–105

transitive, 184–185, 214–215
voice (grammar), 9
without prepositions, 179–180

voir, 64, 243
vouloir, 64, 298
vous, 51, 282
vouvoyer, 282

• W •
weeks, 39–40
wh questions

answering, 78
est-ce que, 74–75
inversion, 76–77
overview, 73–74

word order, 94–95, 158–159, 192–194
word-for-word translation, 275

• Y •
y, 188–190
years, 40
-yer verbs, 57, 294
yes/no questions

answering, 77
formal, 72–73
informal, 71–72
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