Index

o/ o

accents in dialogue, 153
accounting statements, 276
account-specific promotions, 293
Achert, Walter S. (The MLA Handbook),
104, 192
action outline (step sheet), 137-138
action, showing, 124-125
action/adventure genre, 43
activity and coloring books
described, 24-26
libraries use of, 55
topics for, 25
adaptations
board books and, 23
as classics, 318
defined, 42
Disney fairy tales, 272, 317
adjectives and adverbs, 153, 215
Adkins, Jan (What If You Met
a Pirate?), 54
advance against royalties agreement,
273-274, 277
The Adventures of Super Diaper Baby:
The First Graphic Novel (Pilkey,
Dav), 28
The Adventures of Tom Sawyer (Twain,
Mark), 164
adverbs and adjectives, 153, 215
affiliate program, 307
age appropriateness, 17
age group
for board books, 20
for early readers, 31
fluidity in, 34

formats and, 17

for graphic novels, 27
humor by, 180-182

for nonfiction, 189, 190
for picture books, 21

agent

agreement with, 260-263

benefits of using, 250-251, 253

at conferences, 244, 255

described, 13, 249-250

directories, 254-255

editor versus, 218

fee, 249, 250

finding, 252-256, 258

how to impress, 253, 258

ones to avoid, 251-252, 253

query letter for, 258-260

questions to ask, 256-257

referrals for, 252, 254

rejections from, 253

researching, 254, 280

submission guidelines for, 257-258

terminating your relationship,
261, 264

Agent Research and Evaluation (Web

site), 254

agreement with agent

exclusive and by-project services, 262
negotiating, 262-263

standard terms and conditions, 260-261
using an attorney and, 263

agreement with illustrator, 230
agreement with publisher, 273-276
Alborough, Jez (Hug), 19

Alchanati, Lesleigh (teacher/mother),

56-58
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Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland
(Carroll, Lewis)
character development in, 144-145
made up words in, 177
in public domain, 272
setting change in, 163
use of dialogue, 144-145, 211
alliteration, 176
Amber Brown series (Danziger, Paula), 32
American Library Association (Web
site), 53
American Online (Web hosting
provider), 305
Among the Hidden (Haddix, Margaret
Peterson), 58
Andersen, Hans Christian (The Little
Mermaid), 272
Anderson, Laurie Halse (Vdito Runs), 162
anthropomorphism, 177
arcs, character, 127-129
art and craft classes, 87
art department, 289-291
art directions, 224
art directors, 231, 289
arts and crafts books, 25
Ashman, Linda (How to Make a Night), 54
Association of Authors’ Agents, Great
Britain (Web site), 254
Association of Authors’ Representatives
(Web site), 218, 256-257
assonance, 176
assumptions about the reader, 215
At the Back of the North Wind
(MacDonald, George), 145-146
attorney (entertainment law), 263
audience. See also readers
bookstores, 50-53
children, 59-62
librarians, 53-56
overview, 10, 49-50

parents, 58-59
teachers, 56-58
trends, 62
audit rights, 276
author bio, 270
Author’s House (print-on-demand
publisher), 284
awards
Caldecott Medal winners, 60
Newbery Medal winners, 60
as promotion, 334
Society of Children’s Book Writers and
[llustrators (SCBWI), 253
Awdry, Rev. W. (Railway Series), 177
awkward writing, 216

ol e

Babbit, Natalie (Tuck Everlasting),
165, 175
The Baby-Sitter’s Club (Scholastic), 47
backstory, 126
bankruptcy, 276
Barnes & Noble (bookstore), 50
Baum, L. Frank (The Wonderful Wizard
of 0z), 162-163
bestsellers
Caldecott Medal winners, 60
knockoffs and, 101
The New Way Things Work, 44
Newbery Medal winners, 60
picture books, 22
Rowling, J.K. and, 46
self-published, 282
Walter the Farting Dog, 61, 228
Beverly Hills Public Library, 55-56
bible, character
character descriptions in, 114-118
speech section, 148-149
Bible stories, 322-323
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biography
author’s, 270
as narrative nonfiction, 191
popular titles, 44
Block, Francesca Lia (Weetzie Bat
books), 186
board books. See also books with
pictures
as adaptations of picture books, 23
basics of, 19-20
book buyer’s advice for, 50-51, 52
librarians advice for, 54
POV and, 175
writing, 20-21
bodies and their functions, 327
Bologna book fair, 293
book buyers, 50
book categories. See fiction; nonfiction
book conventions, 97
book designer, 289
book displays, 293
book doctoring, 217
book market
bookstores, 50-53
children, 59-62
librarians, 53-56
overview, 10, 49-50
parents, 58-59
teachers, 56-58
trends, 62
book proposal
described, 258, 268
for publishers, 270-271
book series, 46, 207
book signings and readings, 309-310,
331-332
book tours, 295, 307-309
BookExpo America (trade show), 293
book-making with children, 93

books with lots of words. See also
middle-grade books
chapter books, 32, 164
early readers, 29-31, 51
young adult books, 35-40, 52
books with pictures. See also specific
format
board, 19-21
coloring, activity and how-to, 24-26
graphic novels, 27-29
novelty, 26-27
picture books, 21-24
bookstores
book buyers for, 52-53
book signings and readings, 309-310,
331-332
online, 267
research and, 101, 267
Boynton, Sandra (author/illustrator),
19, 26
boy-oriented fiction, 47
brainstorming. See also idea for a story;
inspiration
buddy system, 82-84
with children, 84-85
free association, 80-81
going back to school and, 87
journaling, 81-82
by yourself, 79-80
Branzei, Sylvia (Grossology), 182
Brewer, Robert (Writers Markeft), 255
Brigham Young University Writing for
Young Readers Workshop, 239
Bright Lights, Big City (Maclnerney, Jay),
173,174
Brogan, Kathryn (author)
Guide to Literary Agents, 255
Writers Market, 255
Brown, Margaret Wise (Goodnight Moon
and Runaway Bunny), 19
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buddy system brainstorming, 82-84

Buster (Fleming, Denise), 51

by-project agreement, 262

BYU Writing for Young Readers
Workshop, 239

oo

C&A (coloring and activity books)
described, 24-26
libraries use of, 55
topics for, 25
Caldecott Medal winners, 60
calendars and planners, 67
Canadian Children’s Book Centre (Web
site), 268
Captain Underpants (Pilkey, Dav), 182
Carle, Eric (Papa, Please Get the Moon for
Me), 26
Carroll, Lewis (Alice’s Adventures in
Wonderland)
character development in, 144-145
made up words in, 177
in public domain, 272
setting change in, 163
use of dialogue, 144-145, 211
Cart, Michael (critic, editor, lecturer),
55-56
Carter, David A. (author), 55
cartoons, 98-99
catalogs, 293
The Catcher in the Rye (Salinger,
J.D), 127
categories. See fiction; genre; nonfiction
Chang, Cindy (publishing
professional), 220
chapter books, 32, 164
chapter summaries, 270
character bible
character descriptions in, 114-118
speech section, 148-149

characters. See also dialogue
in action, 124-125
arc, 127-129
backstory or flashbacks and, 126-127
bible of, 114-118, 148-149
developing through dialogue, 113-114,
144-145
importance of, 46
licensed, 23, 47
main, 112-113, 118-119, 154
memorable, 123-124
overview, 11, 111
passivity and indefinites and, 125-126
realistic, 220
stereotypes, 122-123
supporting, 119-122
tips for writing, 206-207
writing exercises for, 129-131
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory (Dahl,
Ronald), 42, 130
Charlotte’s Web (White, E. B.), 32-33
Chautauqua Institution
(Web site), 244
childhood experiences as inspiration,
75-78
childhood fantasies, 325
children
borrowing a friend’s, 96
brainstorming with, 84-85
choosing books and, 59, 61-62
humor of, 180-182
learning about, 92-98
listening to, 147-148
thinking like, 59-62, 92, 169
topic favorites, 61-62
Children’s Book Council Member’s List
(Web site), 268
Children’s Book World (bookstore), 52
Children’s Writer’s and Illustrator’s
Markets (Pope, Alice and Chrysler,
Rebecca), 230, 255, 268



The Children’s Writing Resource Center
(Web site), 240
The Christmas Box (Evans, Richard
Paul), 282
chronology, 215
Chrysler, Rebecca (Children’s Writer’s
and lllustrator’s Markets), 230,
255, 268
Chyron (visual/graphic), 308
Cinderella story
character arc, 127-129
creating meaningful events and,
134-135
outline for, 138-140
cloth books, 20
clothing and fashion trends, 102-103
coach, writing, 217-218
coloring and activity books (C&A)
described, 24-26
libraries use of, 55
topics for, 25
comic books, 27
competing title analysis, 270
conferences
agents at, 244
Chautauqua Institution, 244
critiques at, 237-238
fees, 238
getting the most from, 244
Haystack, 244
importance of, 245
as research, 97
scams, 244
Society of Children’s Book Writers and
[llustrators (SCBWI), 238, 244
conflict or tension
in dialogue, 150
plot and, 136
contact information, author’s, 223
content, 197-198

context
setting and, 157-163
tips for, 209
contract with agent, 260-263
contract with publisher
advance against royalties, 273-274, 277
aspects of, 274-276
negotiating, 262-263, 292
work-for-hire, 273, 274
copies of your book, free, 275, 330-331
copyediting, 217
copyeditor, 286
copyrighting your work, 271-273, 275
Coraline (Gaiman, Neil), 43
Cornelius P. Mud, Are You Ready for Bed?
(Saltzberg, Barney), 97
cost
agent, 249, 250, 261
book tours, 295
editor, 219, 220
illustrator, 230
print-on-demand publishing, 284
publicist, 314, 334
self-publishing, 283
Society of Children’s Book Writers and
[llustrators (SCBWI), 238
Courier font, 225
cover, 18
cover letter. See query letter
cover sheet, 223
cover trim, 18
Crazy Hair Day (Saltzberg, Barney), 86
critiquing versus criticizing, 242. See also
feedback
cross accounting (cross
collateralization), 276
cross promotions, 293
crossovers, 38
Crutcher, Chris (Staying Fat for Sarah
Byrnes), 58
cue cards, 202

Index 339
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oo

Dahl, Ronald (author)
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory,
42,130
Matilda, 42
Danziger, Paula (Amber Brown series), 32
debossing, 290
dedication and acknowledgements, 219
Degas and the Dance: The Painter and the
Petits Rats Perfecting Their Art
(Rubin, Susan Goldman), 201
Degen, Bruce (Jamberry), 19
design and layout, 192-193
deus ex machina, 39
dialects, 153
dialogue
character bible and, 148-149
for character development, 113-114,
144-145
common problems with, 149-153,
212-213
conflict or tension in, 150
dialects and accents in, 153
drama in, 146-147
excessive use of, 213
function of, 144-146
heavy-handed and unrealistic, 152
listening to children and, 147-148
in nonfiction, 192
overuse of adjectives and
adverbs, 153
overview, 11, 143
reading out loud and, 153-154
repeated information in, 150-151
speaker references and
attributions, 151
talking versus, 144, 149
unnecessary, 152-153
when to use, 143-147
writing exercises for, 154-156

Dickens, Charles (Oliver Twist), 164
digest size, 27
directories
agent, 254-255
writer’s, 267-268
Disney fairy tale adaptations, 272, 317
Do Pirates Take Baths? (Tucker,
Kathy), 101
Donaldson, Michael C. and Mimi
(Negotiating For Dummies), 263
Dorling Kindersley Publishing
Eyewitness Books series, 190
Dotster (Web hosting provider), 305
drama
defined, 136
dialogue and, 146-147
importance to plot, 208
dummy, 229, 231
Dutton’s Books (publisher), 50

oF o

Eager (Fox, Helen), 54
early (leveled) readers, 29-31, 51
East-West Agency, 253
editor or editorial service
benefits of using, 210-211
described, 216-218
editorial process, 286-288
finding and hiring, 218-221
illustrations and, 227-229
questions to ask, 221
tips for, 212-216
editorial assistant, 286
editorial department, 286-288
editor-in-chief, 287
eight by eights, 23
The Elements of Style (Strunk, William
and White, E. B.), 126, 209, 216
e-mail, 71
embossing, 290
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emotions
dialogue and, 154
incorporating, 129
plot and, 135
employment as children’s book
author, 296
endpapers, 18
environment for writing
best time for writing, 65-67
creating, 10, 68-69
ergonomics of, 69-70
interruptions/distractions and, 71-72
organizing, 70-71
telephone and, 71
epic story, 174
ergonomics, 69-70
escalating royalty rates, 275
espionage, 43
Evans, Richard Paul (The Christmas
Box), 282
Everyone Poops (Gomi, Taro), 56, 61
Everything I Know About Pirates
(Lichtenheld, Tom), 101
exclusive agreement, 262
exercises, writing
character development, 129-131
dialogue writing, 154-156
finding your voice, 187-188
introduce your first best friend to the
love of your life, 155-156
the mundane, 166
pretend to be someone else, 156, 187
pretend to live in an extraordinary
world, 167
pretend you have 30 days to live, 188
pretend you swallowed a magic potion
that makes you only three feet
tall, 188
pretend you woke up this morning as
your favorite animal, 187-188
sensory short-short story or first
chapter, 169

setting a scene, 165-170
smellography, 167-168
talk on paper, 155
touch, 169
experts, 106-107
Eyewitness Books series (Dorling
Kindersley Publishing), 190

ofF e

fables, 42, 319-320
fairy tales. See also Cinderella story
Disney adaptations, 272, 317
overview, 42
in public domain, 272
Falconer, lan (author)
Olivia, 22, 174, 186
Olivia Saves the Circus, 174
family
changes, 324
feedback and support, 235-237
fantasy, 42, 46, 325
A Farewell to Arms (Hemingway,
Ernest), 210
fashion and clothing trends, 102-103
fear of writing, 166
feedback
benefits of, 234-235
at conferences, 237-239
critiquing versus criticizing, 242
from friends and relatives, 235-237
overview, 233
when to have, 234-235
workshop for, 239-240
writing group for, 240-243, 245-246
fees
agent, 249, 250, 261
book tours, 295
editor, 219, 220
illustrator, 230
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fees (continued)
print-on-demand publishing, 284
publicist, 314, 334
self-publishing, 283
Society of Children’s Book Writers and
[llustrators (SCBWI), 238
Felix, Monique (Story of the Little Mouse
Trapped in a Book), 24
F&G’s (folded and gathered
sheets), 291
fiction
book buyers advice for, 51
choosing to write, 74
defined, 40
historical, 43-44, 160
plot outlines, 137-140
science, 41-42
Fireflies in the Dark: The Story of Fried|
Dicker-Brandeis and the Children of
Terezin (Rubin, Susan Goldman), 201
first draft, 141-142
first experiences, 324-325
first proceeds clause, 276
first run, 23
first-person point of view
choosing, 173-174
example of, 172
present tense and, 175
Fitzhugh, Louise (Harriet the
Spy), 130
Flake, Sharon G. (The Skin I'm In), 58
flashbacks, 126-127
Flaubert, Gustave (Madame
Bovary), 183
Fleming, Denise (Buster), 51
folded and gathered sheets

(F&G's), 291
folk tales, 42, 320-321
fonts, 225

foreign rights, 253, 261, 292

format. See also books with lots of
words; books with pictures
described, 10, 17
do’s and don’ts, 223-225
font and, 225
header, 226
identifying, 19, 260
presentation, 222-223
title and, 19
forums and chats, online, 84
Fox, Helen (Eager), 54
Frankfurt book fair, 293
free association, 80-81
free copies of your book,
275, 330-331
Freeman, Donald (aspiring
author), 39
friends
in the business and, 236-237
feedback from, 235-237
friendship and social issues, 326
Frohnmayer, David (Negotiating For
Dummies), 263
front cover, 18
front cover byline, 274
front matter, 18

o(Goe

Gaiman, Neil (Coraline), 43
Geisel, Theodor. See Seuss, Dr. (author)
genre
action/adventure, 43
biography, 44, 191
conventions of, 40, 46
defined, 10, 40
fantasy, 42, 46
girl-oriented, 47
historical fiction, 43-44, 160
horror and ghost stories, 43
learning/educational, 44-45



licensed character, 47
mystery, 40
religion and diversity, 45
science fiction, 41-42
GeoCities (Web hosting provider), 305
getting started. See also idea for a story
choosing to write, 68
fear of writing and, 166
feedback and, 234
finding time to write, 65-68
Rubin, Susan Goldman on, 200-201
workspace, 68-72
Getting Your Book Published For Dummies
(Zackheim, Sara Parsons and
Zackheim, Adrian), 275
ghost and horror stories, 43
ghostwriting, 217
Gibaldi, Joseph (The MLA Handbook),
104, 192
girl-oriented series, 47
Gomi, Taro (Everyone Poops), 56, 61
good writing
overview, 184-185
style and, 185-186
Three C’s of, 209
tone and, 186-187
voice and, 185
Goodnight Moon and Runaway Bunny
(Brown, Margaret Wise), 19
graphic novels, 27-29
graphics, 192
Green Eggs and Ham (Dr. Seuss), 177
Green, Michael (Associate Publisher/
Editorial Director), 140
Grossology (Branzei, Sylvia and Keely,
Jack), 182
growing pains (emotional and
behavioral), 326-327
guide books for nonfiction, 104
Guide to Literary Agents (Brogan,
Kathryn), 255
guides and directories, writer’s, 267-268

o/ o

Haddix, Margaret Peterson (Among the
Hidden), 58

Hannigan, Katherine (/da B.: . . . and Her
Plans to Maximize Fun, Avoid
Disaster, and (Possibly) Save the
World), 51

hardcover book, 18, 23

Harriet the Spy (Fitzhugh,
Louise), 130.

Harry Potter and the Sorcerers Stone
(Rowling, J.K.), 42, 61

Harry Potter series (Rowling, J.K.),
75, 293

Hatchet (Paulsen, Gary), 43

Haystack (Web site), 244

headers, 226

headings, 197

Hearn, Sharon (bookstore owner), 52-53

Hemingway, Ernest (author)

A Farewell to Arms, 210
The Sun Also Rises, 210

Hesse, Karen (Phoenix Rising), 58

Hiaasen, Carl (Hoof), 38

Hill, Eric (Where’s Spot?), 54-55

His Dark Materials series (Pullman,
Philip), 42

historical fiction, 43-44, 160

historical figures and historical
moments, 327-328

Hodgson, Frances (The Secret Garden),
33, 34, 165

Hoot (Hiaasen, Carl), 38

horror and ghost stories, 43

Hostway (Web hosting provider), 305

How I Became a Pirate (Long, Melinda),
22,101

How to Make a Night (Ashman, Linda), 54

how-to books, 24-26

Hug (Alborough, Jez), 19

Index 343
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humor
of children, 180-182
McGuire, Leslie on, 183
outrageous and gross, 182, 184
overview, 11
Hurewitz, Chuck (entertainment/
publishing attorney), 276-277

o]e
Ida B.: . . . and Her Plans to Maximize Fun,
Avoid Disaster, and (Possibly) Save
the World (Hannigan, Katherine), 51
idea for a story. See also brainstorming;
inspiration; storylines
feedback on, 234
grand, 74-75
overview, 10
specific, 75
illustrations. See also books with
pictures; illustrator
doing your own, 229-232
editor’s role in, 227-229
fees for, 230
permission to use, 192
photorealistic, 190
scenery and context and, 159
illustrator. See also illustrations
art department and, 289, 290, 291
as author, 19
collaborating with, 228
hiring, 230
job of, 229, 230
Murphy, Chuck’s experience as, 292-293
imprints, 237, 265-266
indefinite prose, 125-126
indemnification, 261, 276
indemnity/insurance, 276
index cards, 199
Information Today (Literary Market
Place: The Directory of the American
Book Publishing Industry), 230

inspiration. See also brainstorming;
storylines
childhood experiences as, 75-78
overview, 73-74
from the world around you, 78-79
interactive books, 26, 27
It’s Disgusting and We Ate It! True Food
Facts from Around the World and
Throughout History (Solheim,
James), 194
iUniverse (print-on-demand
publisher), 284

° ] °

jacket of a book, 18

Jacques, Brian (author), 46

Jamberry (Degen, Bruce), 19

jokes and riddles, 182

journaling, 81-82

Juster, Norton (The Phantom Tollbooth),
33, 34

oK o

Katz, Karen (author), 26
Keely, Jack (Grossology), 182
Keep It Simple, Silly (K.L.S.S. rule), 21
Kemper, Bitsy (PR/marketing executive)
on finding a publicist, 312-313
on media interview preparations,
308-309
kid zone, 102
K.LS.S. rule (Keep It Simple, Silly), 21
Klutz series (Klutz Press), 25
Konigsburg, E. L. (The View from
Saturday), 173, 185
Kotzwinkle, William (Walter the Farting
Dog)
as bestseller, 22, 61
dealing with rejections, 278-279
humor of, 182
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L’Chaim! To Jewish Life in America!
(Rubin, Susan Goldman), 201
learning/educational genre, 44-45
leveled (early) readers, 29-31, 51
Lewis, C. S. (The Lion, the Witch and the
Wardrobe), 165
library
books bought by, 53-56
readings at, 309, 331-332
researching publishers and, 267
library association conventions, 293
licensed character, 23, 47
Lichtenheld, Tom (Everything I Know
About Pirates), 101
line editing, 217
The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe
(Lewis, C. S.), 165
listening
to children, 147-148
contract negotiations and, 263
importance of, 244, 266
literary consultation, 217
Literary Market Place: The Directory of
the American Book Publishing
Industry (Information Today), 230
Literary Market Place (Web site), 268
literature circle, 57
The Little Mermaid (Andersen, Hans
Christian), 272
Long, Melinda (How I Became a Pirate),
22,101
The Lord of the Rings (Tolkien,
J.R.R), 134
Love You Forever (Munsch, Robert), 187

ol o

Macaulay, David (The New Way Things
Work), 44

MacDonald, George (At the Back of the
North Wind), 145-146

Maclnerney, Jay (Bright Lights, Big City),
173,174
Mad Libs (Price Stern Sloan
publishers), 25
Madame Bovary (Flaubert, Gustave), 183
magazines
Publishers Weekly, 294
researching, 99-100
Magic Tree House (Osborne, Mary Pope),
32,51
The Magical Pop-Up World of Winnie-the-
Pooh, 29
main character
fleshing out, 112-113, 134
two or more, 118-119
voice of, 154
A Manual for Writers (Turabian, Kate L.),
104, 192
marketing, 291-296. See also promotion;
publicity
Masoff, Joy (Oh, Yuck: The Encyclopedia
of Everything Nasty), 182
Matilda (Dahl, Ronald), 42
Maus (Spiegelman, Art), 28
McGhee, Paul E. (humor researcher),
180-182
McGuire, Leslie (author), 183
media interviews
preparing for, 308-309
radio and television, 303-304, 332
Meet Addy: An American Girl (Porter,
Connie), 160
Meet Kirsten: An American Girl (Shaw,
Janet), 160
message board, 240
metaphor, 177
meter. See also rhyme
caution for, 180
moving a story with, 178-179
types of, 179
middle-grade books
book buyers advice for, 51, 52
described, 32-35

Index 345
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middle-grade books (continued)
librarians advice for, 54
setting a scene for, 164
teacher’s advice for, 57
Mills, Claudia (Standing Up to
Mr. O), 58
Milne, A. A. (Winnie the Pooh), 333
misnaming, 181
The MLA Handbook (Gibaldi, Joseph and
Achert, Walter S.), 104, 192
Molta, Erin E. (editor), 26-27
monsters, 96
Mooser, Stephen (author/president of
SCBWI), 244-245
multiple point of view, 173
mundane events, writing about, 166
Munsch, Robert (Love You Forever), 187
Murphy, Chuck (writer/illustrator/
designer), 292-293
Murray, Glenn (Walter the Farting Dog)
as bestseller, 22, 61
dealing with rejections, 278-279
on illustrators, 228
My America series (Scholastic), 43
mystery genre, 40
myths, 42, 321

o\ o

narrative nonfiction, 191

nature and science, 328

Ndito Runs (Anderson, Laurie Halse and
Van Der Merwe, Anita), 162

negotiating a contract, 262-263, 292

Negotiating For Dummies (Donaldson,
Michael C., Donaldson, Mimi and
Frohnmayer, David), 263

The New Way Things Work (Macaulay,
David), 44

Newbery Medal winners, 60

newborn to 3 years old, 20

newspaper promotions, 331

nonfiction. See also genre
basics of, 190-191
choosing a topic, 193-196
deciding to write, 74
described, 11-12, 40, 189-190
guide books for, 104
librarians advice for, 54
narrative style, 191
outline for, 197-202
poetry, 45
researching topics for, 103-107
Rubin, Susan Goldman on, 200-201
writing tips, 191-193
nonsense word combinations, 181
novels
pacing and, 141
second-person POV and, 173
setting a scene for, 164
novelty books
coloring and activity, 25
described, 26-27
pop-up, 29, 55, 292
production of, 289, 291
nursery rhymes, 322

o () o

office equipment, 69-70

Oh, the Places You’ll Go! (Dr. Seuss), 22

Oh, Yuck: The Encyclopedia of Everything
Nasty (Masoff, Joy), 182

Oliver Twist (Dickens, Charles), 164

Olivia (Falconer, lan), 22, 174, 186

Olivia Saves the Circus (Falconer,
lan), 174

Olsen, Mary-Kate and Ashley (girl-
oriented series books), 47

opening sentence, 140, 212

option to purchase, 275

organizing a workspace, 70-71

Osborne, Mary Pope (Magic Tree House),
32,51



outlines
fiction plots, 137-140
fleshing out an idea, 199-200
nonfiction plots, 197-202
step sheet (action outline), 137-138
visual aids for, 200, 202

outrageous and gross topics, 182, 184

opPoe

pacing
defined, 136
novels and, 141
picture books and, 141, 208
tips for, 208
page proofs, 288
page trim, 18
pages, 18
Papa, Please Get the Moon for Me (Carle,
Eric), 26
paper for manuscript, 222
parallelism, 176
parenting and family magazines, 99
parents, 58-59
partner
brainstorming with, 82-84
reading to children with, 94
parts of a book, 18
pass, 210
passive voice, 125-126
pastedown, 18
Patron, Susan (library book buyer),
53-55
Paulsen, Gary (author)
age levels written for, 34
Hatchet, 43
The River, 43
Penguin Books for Young Readers
(publisher), 266
permissions information, 192
personal life and writing, 72

personification, 177
The Phantom Tollbooth (Juster, Norton),
33, 34
Phoenix Rising (Hesse, Karen), 58
phonetic spellings for dialects, 153
photo album, 77
photorealistic illustrations, 190
picture boards, 23
picture books
best sellers, 22
board book adaptations of, 23
book buyer’s advice for, 51, 52
Caldecott Medal winners, 60
described, 21-23
librarians advice for, 54
pacing and, 141, 208
POV and, 175
setting and context in, 159
teacher’s advice for, 57
tips for writing, 24
topics for, 21, 24
wordless, 51
picturebacks, 23
Pilkey, Dav (author)
The Adventures of Super Diaper Baby:
The First Graphic Novel, 28
Captain Underpants, 182
P&L (profit and loss statement), 289
place. See setting a scene
platform, building, 15, 330
play, putting on, 333
plot
beginning, middle and end,
135, 212, 220
centering on the story, 134-135
conflict and, 136
defined, 133, 207
dragging out and, 134
first draft, 141-142
in nonfiction, 191
outline for, 137-140, 208
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plot (continued)
overview, 11, 133-134
tips for writing, 207-208
poetry, 45
Poetry For Dummies (Timpane,
John), 179
point of view (POV)
choosing, 173-175
first-person, 172, 173-174, 175
matching tense with, 175-176
for nonfiction, 192
overview, 171
second-person, 173, 174, 176
thinking like a child, 59-62
third-person, 173
tips for, 210
polyptoton, 177
Pope, Alice (Children’s Writer’s and
Hllustrator’s Markets), 230, 255, 268
popular culture, 98-103
popular titles, 46. See also bestsellers
pop-up books. See also novelty books
foreign rights and, 292
libraries use of, 55
The Magical Pop-Up World of Winnie-the-
Pooh, 29
Porter, Connie (Meet Addy: An American
Girl), 160
postage costs, 256
POV (point of view)
choosing, 173-175
first-person, 172
matching tense with, 175-176
for nonfiction, 192
overview, 171
second-person, 173, 174, 176
thinking like a child, 59-62
third-person, 173
tips for, 210
preachiness, 220, 319, 320
presentation, 222-223

press kit, 302-303
press release, 299-302
Price Stern Sloan publishers (Mad
Libs), 25
print-on-demand publishing, 284
prizes, 334
The Problem with Pumpkins (Saltzberg,
Barney), 186-187
problems in writing
common, 212-216, 220
dialogue mistakes, 149-153
editing and, 210-211
preachiness, 220, 319, 320
production department, 288-289
productivity, best time for, 66-67
professionalism, 14, 266
profit and loss statement (P&L), 289
promotion. See also publicist; publicity
building a platform and, 15, 330
effective approaches, 313
in local newspaper, 331
prizes and awards, 334
publicity stunts, 333
putting on a play, 333
radio and television interviews,
303-304, 308-309, 332
readings in stores, schools, libraries,
331-332
sample copies of your book for, 275,
330-331
Web site for, 329-330
proofreader, 286
proofreaders’ marks, 288
proofreading, 217
proofsheets, 291
proposal
described, 258, 268
for publishers, 270-271
public domain
described, 272, 273
how to determine, 272, 317
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publicist. See also publicity
finding and hiring, 311-313
getting best results from, 314
responsibilities of, 310-311, 313, 334
publicity. See also promotion; publicist
book signings and readings, 309-310,
331-332
book tours, 295, 307-309
plan for, 298-299
press kit, 302-303
press release, 299-302
publishers and, 291-296
radio and television interviews,
303-304, 308-309, 332
stunts, 333
Web site, 305-307
publisher. See also publishing
agreement; publishing process;
submitting your manuscript
bankruptcy and, 276
book proposal for, 268, 270-271
capturing their attention, 14-15,
140-141, 266
copyrighting your work and,
271-273, 275
described, 287
following up on, 15
imprints, 237, 265-266
print-on-demand, 284
query letter for, 268-269
rejections from, 15, 278-280
researching and finding,
265-268, 280
submission guidelines, 269
Publishers Marketplace (Web site), 254
Publishers Weekly (trade magazine), 294
publishing agreement
advance against royalties, 273-274, 277
aspects of, 274-276
work-for-hire, 273, 274

publishing process. See also publisher;
self-publishing
art department, 289-291
author’s part in, 290, 294, 296
editorial department, 286-288
marketing and publicity, 291-296
overview, 285
production department, 288-289
Pullman, Philip (author)
His Dark Materials series, 42
popularity of, 46
Purple Crayon Web site, 252

OQ.

query letter
to agents or editors, 258-260
to a friend in the business, 237
illustrating your own work and, 232
to publishers, 268-269
sample, 259
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radio interviews
obtaining, 303-304, 332
preparing for, 308-309
Railway Series (Awdry, Rev. W.), 177
rap music, 100
readers. See also book market
3 to 8 years old, 22
5to 9 years old, 31
7 to 10 years old, 32
8 to 12 years old, 34
12 to 18 years old, 25
assumptions about, 215
newborn to 3 years old, 20
reading
to children, 94-95
fees, 261
out loud, 153-154
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read-through and evaluation
services, 217

Rowling, J.K. (author)
banning her books, 61

referrals as bestseller, 46
agent, 252, 254 Harry Potter and the Sorcerers Stone,
publicist, 313 42,61

refrain, 177 Harry Potter series, 75, 293

rejection royalty agreement, 273-274, 277

accepting graciously, 15
from agents, 253
dealing with, 141, 266, 278-280
overview, 13-14
religion and diversity genre, 45
reprints, 290
research
with children, 92-98
conferences and, 97

royalty rates, 275
Rubin, Susan Goldman (author)
Degas and the Dance: The Painter
and the Petits Rats Perfecting Their
Art, 201
Fireflies in the Dark: The Story of Fried|
Dicker-Brandeis and the Children of
Terezin, 201
L’Chaim! To Jewish Life in America!, 201

finding a publisher and, 267-268
finding an agent and, 280
magazines for, 99-100
for nonfiction topics, 103-107, 192
overview, 10, 91
of popular culture, 98-103
process of, 103-104, 201
The Rule of Three for, 103
resolution of story
convenient or pollyanna-ish, 39
dragged out, 134
rewriting
after rejection, 280
overview, 12, 205
process for, 206-210
rhyme
caution for using, 180
described, 177
McGuire, Leslie on, 183
meter and, 178-179, 180
moving a story with, 178-179
nursery, 322
poetry, 45
types of, 178
The River (Paulsen, Gary), 43

Toilets, Toasters and Telephones:
The How and why of Everyday
Objects, 200

The Rule of Three, 103
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Sabuda, Robert (author), 55
Salinger, J. D. (The Catcher in the
Rye), 127
Saltzberg, Barney (author, illustrator,
musician)
Cornelius P. Mud, Are You Ready for
Bed?, 97
Crazy Hair Day, 86
on learning about children, 97
The Problem with Pumpkins, 186-187
sample chapters, 270
scams, 244
SCBWI (Society of Children’s Book
Writers and Illustrators)
agent directory, 254
annual conference, 238, 244
awards and grants, 253
finding a writing group and, 240
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list of popular books with editor
information, 267
membership benefits, 253
president of, 244
Web site, 218, 230, 238
scene, setting
action interrupted by, 161
beginning a novel and, 162-163
context and, 157-163
engaging the senses and, 164-165
exotic locale and, 162
how much and how often, 163-164
as incidental, 160
overview, 11, 157
as prominent, 159-160
tips for, 208-209
transitions and, 163
when to use, 158-163
writing exercises for, 165-170
schedule for writing, 67
Scholastic
The Baby-Sitter’s Club, 47
My America series, 43
school
book readings at, 331-332
books bought by, 56-58
putting on a play for, 333
research at, 92-93
science and nature storylines, 328
science fiction, 41-42
Science Fiction and Fantasy Writers of
America (Web site), 252
search engines, 306, 307
second-person point of view
choosing, 174
described, 173
present tense and, 176
The Secret Garden (Hodgson, Frances),
33, 34, 165
Sector 7 (Wiesner, David), 51

self-publishing. See also publishing
process
benefits of, 280-282
print-on-demand, 284
when to avoid, 282-284
sell copy, 18
sell sheets, 293
sell-through of a book, 293
Sendak, Maurice (Where the Wild Things
Are), 22
senior editor, 287
senses, engaging, 164—-165
Series of Unfortunate Events (Snicket,
Lemony), 34
setting a scene
action interrupted by, 161
beginning a novel and, 162-163
context and, 157-163
engaging the senses and, 164-165
exotic locale and, 162
how much and how often, 163-164
as incidental, 160
overview, 11, 157
as prominent, 159-160
tips for, 208-209
transitions and, 163
when to use, 158-163
writing exercises for, 165-170
Seuss, Dr. (author)
Green Eggs and Ham, 177
making up words, 177
Oh, the Places You'’ll Go!, 22
poetry of, 45
To Think That I Saw It on Mulberry
Street, 279
Shapiro, Ellen (Writer’s & Illustrator’s
Guide to Children’s Book Publishers
and Agents), 268
Shaw, Janet (Meet Kirsten: An American
Girl), 160
sibling issues, 323
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signatures, 18
signing on your behalf, 261
signings and readings, 309-310, 331-332
simile, 177
The Skin I'm In (Flake, Sharon G.), 58
slang, 100
smellography exercise, 167-168
Smith, Lauri (book buyer), 50-52
Snicket, Lemony (Series of Unfortunate
Events), 34
Society of Children’s Book Writers and
[llustrators (SCBWI)
agent directory, 254
annual conference, 238, 244
awards and grants, 253
finding a writing group and, 240
list of popular books with editor
information, 267
membership benefits, 253
president of, 244
Web site, 218, 230, 238
softcover book, 18, 23
Solheim, James ({t’s Disgusting and We
Ate It! True Food Facts from Around
the World and Throughout
History), 194
Spiegelman, Art (Maus), 28
spine, 18
spread, 18
Standing Up to Mr. O (Mills, Claudia), 58
Staying Fat for Sarah Byrnes (Crutcher,
Chris), 58
step sheet (action outline), 137-138
stereotype characters, 122-123
story idea. See also brainstorming;
inspiration; storylines
feedback on, 234
fleshing out, 199-200
grand, 74-75
overview, 10
specific, 75

Story of the Little Mouse Trapped in a
Book (Felix, Monique), 24
storyboard, 202
storybooks, 23
storylines
Bible stories, 322-323
bodies and their functions, 327
childhood fantasies, 325
fables, 319-320
fairy tales, 318-319
family changes, 324
first experiences, 324-325
folk tales, 320-321
friendship and social issues, 326
growing pains (emotional and
behavioral), 326-327
historical figures and historical
moments, 327-328
mythology and mythological
heroes, 321
nature and science, 328
nursery rhymes, 322
in public domain, 317
sibling issues, 323
storytelling, 11-12. See also good writing
Strunk, William (The Elements of Style),
126, 209, 216
Stuart Little (White, E. B.), 32-33
style
copying someone’s, 185
described, 185-186
different age groups and, 183
subject matter. See theme; topics
submitting your manuscript
to an agent, 257-258
feedback before, 235
to a friend in the business, 236-237
Molta, Erin on, 27
overview, 12-13
professionalism and, 266
to publishers, 237, 269
self-addressed stamped envelope for, 256



The Sun Also Rises (Hemingway,
Ernest), 210
supporting characters
choosing, 119-122
great examples of, 121
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talking versus dialogue, 144
teachers
buying books and, 56-58
choosing topics and, 196
writing, 84
teaching a class, 87
television interviews
obtaining, 303-304, 332
preparing for, 308-309
tense, 175-176
terminology for parts of a book, 18
theme
common, 76
fleshing out, 113
tips for, 206
thinking like a child, 59-62
third-person point of view
choosing, 174-175
past tense and, 176
types of, 173
Three C’s of good writing, 209
thrillers, 43
time for writing, 65-67
timelines, 215
Timpane, John (Poetry For
Dummies), 179
title, 19
To Think That I Saw It on Mulberry Street
(Dr. Seuss), 279
Toilets, Toasters and Telephones: The
How and why of Everyday Objects
(Rubin, Susan Goldman), 200
Tolkien, J. R. R. (The Lord of the
Rings), 134
tone, 186-187

topics
board books and, 20
children’s favorite, 193-194
choosing, 201
coloring and activity books and, 25
feedback on, 196
needing more coverage, 195
nonfiction, 103-107, 193-196
outrageous and gross, 182, 184
personal interest in, 194
picture books and, 21, 24
trends, 195
young adult books and, 38
tours, 295, 307-309
toystores, 102
trade shows, 293
transition
effective, 213-214
setting as, 163
trends
clothing and fashion, 102-103
tapping into, 62
topics and, 195
trim or trim size, 18
Tuck Everlasting (Babbit, Natalie),
165, 175
Tucker, Kathy (Do Pirates Take
Baths?), 101
Turabian, Kate L. (A Manual for Writers),
104, 192
Twain, Mark (The Adventures of Tom
Sawyer), 164
typing a manuscript, 223-224

olf o

U.K. Children’s Books (Web site), 268

Underdown, Harold (Purple Crayon Web
site), 252

U.S. Occupational Safety Health
Administration (Web site), 70

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office (Web
site), 272

Index 353
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Van Der Merwe, Anita (Vdito
Runs), 162
Venice, California, 158
The View from Saturday (Konigsburg, E.
L.), 173, 185
visual aids, 200, 202
visual/graphic (Chyron), 308
voice
described, 185
finding, 185, 187-188
narrative, 185
passive, 125-126
writing exercise for, 187-188
volunteering, 15

o[/ o

Walter the Farting Dog (Murray, Glenn
and Kotzwinkle, William)
as bestseller, 22, 61
dealing with rejections of, 278-279
humor of, 182
Warren, Deborah (owner, East-West
Agency), 253
Web hosting providers, 305
Web sites
agent directories, 254
Association of Authors’
Representatives, 218
bookstores, 101
BYU Writing for Young Readers
Workshop, 239
Canadian Children’s Book
Centre, 268
Chautauqua Institution, 244
Children’s Book Council Member’s
List, 268
The Children’s Writing Resource
Center, 240
creating, 305-307, 329-330
forums and chats, 84

Haystack, 244
Literary Market Place, 268
permissions information, 192
popular culture, 100
press release on, 303
prizes and awards, 334
Science Fiction and Fantasy Writers of
America, 252
Society of Children’s Book Writers and
llustrators (SCBWI), 218, 230, 238
toystores, 102
trade shows, 293
U.K. Children’s Books, 268
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, 272
writer’s guides and directories, 268
WritersNet, 254
Weetzie Bat books (Block, Francesca
Lia), 186
Wells, Rosemary (author/illustrator), 19
What If You Met a Pirate? (Adkins,
Jan), 54
Where the Wild Things Are (Sendak,
Maurice), 22
Where’s Spot? (Hill, Eric), 54-55
White, E. B. (author)
Charlotte’s Web, 32-33
The Elements of Style, 126, 209, 216
Stuart Little, 32-33
Whiteman, Doug (publishing executive),
46, 266
Wiesner, David (Sector 7), 51
Winnie the Pooh (Milne, A. A.), 333
The Wonderful Wizard of Oz (Baum, L.
Frank), 162-163
word count
format and, 215
listing on manuscript, 224
for picture books, 22, 24
software for calculating, 225
word play
making up words, 177
McGuire, Leslie on, 183
meter for, 178-179
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methods of, 176-177
rhyming, 177-179
wordiness, 153, 214-215
work-for-hire agreement, 273, 274
workshops
agents attending, 255
benefits of, 239-240
workspace
best time for writing, 65-67
creating, 10, 68-69
ergonomics of, 69-70
interruptions/distractions and, 71-72
organizing, 70-71
telephone and, 71
writer’s block, 87-89
writer’s guides and directories, 267-268
Writer’s & Illustrator’s Guide to Children’s
Book Publishers and Agents (Shapiro,
Ellen), 268
Writers Market (Brogan, Kathryn and
Brewer, Robert), 255
WritersNet (Web site), 254
writing class
feedback from, 241
notetaking for, 243
online, 84
writing coach, 217-218
writing community, 15
writing exercises
character development, 129-131
finding your voice, 187-188
improving dialogue, 154-156
introduce your first best friend to the
love of your life, 155-156
the mundane, 166
pretend to be someone else, 156, 187
pretend to live in an extraordinary
world, 167

pretend you have 30 days to live, 188
pretend you swallowed a magic potion
that makes you only three feet
tall, 188
pretend you woke up this morning as
your favorite animal, 187-188
sensory short-short story or first
chapter, 169
setting a scene, 165-170
smellography, 167-168
talk on paper, 155
touch, 169
writing group
feedback from, 241-243
finding, 240-241, 244
online, 241
starting your own, 243, 245-246
writing teacher, 84

o X o
Xlibris (print-on-demand
publisher), 284

° y °
young adult books (YA)
basics of, 35-38

book buyer’s advice for, 52
tips for writing, 38-40
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Zackheim, Sara Parsons and Adrian
(Getting Your Book Published For
Dummies), 275

Zakarin, Debra Mostow (author), 72


















