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o/ o

accessories, 41-42, 45, 122
accommodations, 33, 44-45
addresses, 166-167, 184-187
afternoon ceremony, 81
age differences, 15-16, 20-21
age groups, seating, 108
aisle runner, usher’s duty, 125
alcohol, 103-104, 241-242
allergies, cakes, 235
announcements, 11, 21-25, 29, 36-37,
42, 118, 188-190, 231-233, 244
appetizers, 94
appointment management, 118
appointments, 84, 99, 148-149, 193
at home cards, 190
attendant gifts, 42
attendants. See also bridal party;
wedding party
attire selections, 10-11
best man, 120-122
bride’s honor attendant, 128-129
bridesmaids, 122-123
disagreements, handling, 116
flower girls, 125-126
groom’s honor attendant, 128-129
groomsmen, 123-124
guest book attendant, 127
guilt/pressure, avoiding, 130
junior bridesmaid, 123
junior groomsman, 124
maid/matron of honor, 116-120
opposite sex, 128-129
postceremony greeter, 127
pregnant attendants, 129
readers, 127
removal, 131-132
respectful treatment of, 132-133
ring bearer, 126-127
seating arrangements, 105-107
selection guidelines, 115-116
turn downs, 130-131
ushers, 124-125
wedding planning element, 10

attire
best man, 46
black tie affairs, 136-137
bridal showers, 202
brides, 139-142
bridesmaids, 122, 142-143
changing before the reception, 142
fathers of the couple, 147
flower girls, 144
formal weddings, 137
grooms, 145-146
groomsmern, 146
informal weddings, 138
junior bridesmaid, 143
junior groomsman, 143
mothers of the couple, 144-145
officiants, 86
opposite sex attendants, 128, 143,

146

pregnant attendants, 129, 143
ring bearer, 146-147
second marriages, 261
semiformal weddings, 137-138
shopping guidelines, 148-150
train, 141
tropical climate, 138
ushers, 146
veil, 141
wardrobe malfunctions, 240-241
wedding party, 45
wedding planning, 10-11
wedding Web site, 32

ol e

babysitters, 109

bachelor party, 120, 124
bachelorette party, 56, 118, 122
bakers, gratuity, 53

band leaders, 231-233, 244

bank accounts, expense tracking, 52
Baptist. See Protestant Church
bartenders, gratuity, 54

basic engagement notice, 22
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best man, 46, 54-55, 120-122,
233-234, 244
black tie (ultra formal) receptions, 96
black tie weddings, 136-137
bouquet, 44, 237-238
boutonnieres, 44, 146
bridal attendant, 42
bridal boutique, 148-149
bridal gift, 45, 47
bridal party, 105-107, 219-222. See
also attendants
bridal showers, 12, 38, 118, 122, 126,
153-154, 199-204
bride’s
attire, 119
family, expenses, 40-43
gift, 44-45, 47
honor attendant, 128-129
parents, 14-16, 21-25, 27-29,
167-168
bridesmaids, 45, 122-123, 142-143, 232
bridesmaids’ gift, 118
brunch, informal receptions, 96
Buddhist, ceremony protocols, 71-72
budgets
attire expenses, 150
caterer negotiations, 101
contributors to, 47-48
conversation guidelines, 49-50
expense recording, 51-53
gratuities, 53-55
guest lists, 49, 151-152
locations, 49
non traditional cost splitting, 50-51
planning, 8-9
reception site negotiations, 101
rehearsal dinners, 206
second marriage contributors, 260
wedding style factors, 48-49
buffets, children’s alternative, 109

oo

cakes, cutting, 235-236

candles, honoring deceased, 90

casual attire, informal weddings, 145

caterers, 54, 98-103

Catholic Church, 62-63

celebrant/minister, 73. See also
officiant

ceremonies
civil, 73-74
commitment, 76
date/time issues, 80-82
destination, 75-76
detail planning elements, 9-10
honoring deceased loved ones, 90
military, 74-85
mixed religions, 62
music selections, 87-88
planning, details of, 12
programs, 90-91
religious styles, 61-72
secular, 73
special readings, 88
style determinations, 9
transportation planning, 91-93
venue selections, 78-80
Web site information, 32
written vows, 88-89
ceremony musicians, gratuity, 53
children
buffet alternatives, 109
dance protocol, 237
engagement notification, 16
flower girls, 125-126
guest list inclusion, 159-160
junior bridesmaid, 123
no-children invitation, 187
reception announcement order, 233
reception site, 97
ring bearers, 126-127
seating arrangements, 109
second marriage, 259-261
uninvited kids, 243-244
Christian wedding, 213, 219-221,
224-225
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints, 66
civil ceremonies, protocols, 73-74
cocktail party, 96
cocktail reception, 94
co-ed showers, 120, 124-126, 201-202
colors, 139-147, 164-165
commitment ceremonies, 9, 24-25,
76, 174-175
contracts, 256-257
coordinators, bride, 40
corsages, 44
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county clerk, civil ceremonies, 73
couple’s parents, 168-169
couples, 24-25, 172, 232, 234,
236-239, 244, 250-252, 257
co-workers, 19, 155-156
cupcakes, cake alternative, 236

o e

dancing, 119, 121, 236-237
databases, RSVPs, 33-34
date/time, 9-10, 49, 80-82, 166-167
deceased loved ones, 10, 23-24, 90
destination weddings, 9, 26-27, 32-33,
76-76
directions and maps, invitations, 180
disabled guests, reception site, 97
disaster planning, 240-243
divorced parents, 15, 17, 23, 51,
106-107, 156-157, 169-170,
217, 230, 232
DlJs, 54, 104, 231-236, 244
dresses, 119, 139-142
driver’s license, name change, 252

oF e

early afternoon/evening ceremonies,
96
Eastern Orthodox Christian Church,
65-66
elderly guests, reception site, 97
elopements, 189-190
e-mail, 19, 25, 36-38, 195
enclosure cards, gift registry, 194
enclosures, bride, 42
engagement
announcements, 21-22, 37-38
cancellation of, 30
objections, 15-16, 20-21
parties, 27-29
rings, 43
sharing news of, 7-8, 14-19
Episcopal Church, 64
estranged relationships, 157, 218
ethnic dishes, 102
ethnicity, 15-16, 20-21, 87-88
evening ceremonies, 81-82

event schedule, wedding Web site, 33
e-vite (e-mail invitation), 25

exes, 157-158

expenses, 40-47, 118, 121, 124, 126
ex-spouse, attendance of, 261-262

ofF e

Facebook, 37
family members
budget conversations, 49-50
canceled engagements, 30
discussions with, 15-16, 20-21,
78-80
go-to person disaster recovery,
240-244
guest list inclusion, 154, 156-158
invitation addressing, 185
name change notifications, 251
processional, 215-219
religious ceremony protocols, 62
seating arrangements, 105-107, 216
second marriage resistance,
259-260
usher, 125
wedding host information, 171-172
wedding planning role, 56
father of the bride, 13, 29, 34,
222-223, 234, 237
fathers of the couple, attire, 147
financial institutions, name, 252
floral arrangements, 41, 44
floral bouquet, 119
florists, gratuity, 53
flower girls, 119, 125-126, 144
flowers, 224
foods, 96, 102-104
formal receptions, 96
formal weddings, 38, 137-138
formality level, 9, 32
former spouse, 158, 261-262
friends, 18-19, 30, 56, 107-108

oG o

garters, reception toss, 237-238

gay couples, commitment
ceremonies, 76

gift registry, 33, 191-196, 262
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gifts
best man, 121
bride, 42
bridesmaid, 122
canceled engagements, 30
engagement parties, 28-29
exchanging unwanted, 246-247
groom, 44
groomsmen, 124
maid/matron of honor, 118-119
parents, 196-197
reception guests, 110-111, 239
second marriages, 260, 262
special helpers, 198
spouse-to-be, 198
thank-you notes, 203-204, 247-250
tracking, 245-246
usher, 125
wedding party, 45, 47, 197-198
wedding planning element, 11
going-away corsage, 44
Golden Rule, business, 257
go-to person, 240-244
gowns, 41-42, 139-142
grandparents, 18, 217, 233
gratuities, 53-54
groom’s
attendant gifts, 44
cake, protocols, 236
family, expenses, 43-45
gift, 42, 45, 47
honor attendant, opposite sex, 128-129
parents, 14-16, 24, 168, 212, 234
ring, bride’s, 42
groomsmen, 46, 121, 123-124, 146, 232
guest books, 34, 43, 94, 127, 212
guest lists, 11, 28, 49, 97-98, 151-162,
200-202
guests
activities, 94
canceled engagements, 30
destination wedding, 75-76
disaster recovery, 242-243
greeting/seating, 125, 107-108, 211-215
questions, e-mail use, 38
receiving line greetings, 230
reception gifts, 110-111
reception mingling, 238-239
recessional release order, 227

religious ceremony protocols, 62
save-the-date cards, 25-27
wedding cake presentation, 235

ol o

handwritten invitations/notes, 165, 248

Hindu, ceremony protocols, 70

honeymoon, 45, 119-121, 252

honored relatives, processional,
215-219

hosts, 27-29, 167-172, 200, 205-206

hotel information, 180-181

o]e

immediate family, 14-17
informal receptions, 96
informal weddings, attire, 138
in-laws, 16-17, 252
inner envelope, 177-178
interviews, 57, 94, 99-101
invitations
addressing conventions, 184-187
American versus British spelling, 167
assembly guidelines, 182-184
attire level information, 136-138
belated receptions, 175-176
bridal showers, 202-203
bride’s responsibility, 42
bridesmaid, 121
cash in lieu of gift, asking for, 176
charitable donation, asking for, 176
color selections, 164-165
commitment ceremonies, 174-175
embossing, 164
engagement parties, 28
formal style, 164
gift registration, 176
handwritten, 165, 176
host information, 167-172
hotel information, 180-81
informal style, 164-165
inner envelope, 177-178
maid/matron of honor, 118
mailing timelines, 188
maps and directions, 180
military ceremonies, 172-174
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no children allowed, 176, 187

pew cards, 181-182

printed versus engraved, 164-165

reception cards, 177-178

registry card, 177

rehearsal dinners, 207-208

response cards/envelopes, 178-180

second marriages, 261

semiformal style, 164-165

smoking restriction information, 97

spelling/abbreviation rules, 165-167

themed style, 164-165

tissue paper, 182

versus wedding announcements,
189-190

wedding planning element, 11

wedding Web site, 37

° ] °

jewelry, parent’s gift, 197

Jewish wedding, 68-69, 213, 217, 220,
222, 224-225

judges, civil ceremonies, 73

junior bridesmaid, 123, 143

junior groomsman, 124, 143

justice of the peace, civil
ceremonies, 73

o/ o

late afternoon ceremonies, 96
layouts, wedding programs, 91-93
lesbian couples, 76

letters, 13, 16-17

locations (venues), 9, 32, 49, 206
loved ones, honoring deceased, 90
lunch/dinner, 14-15, 19
luncheons, 42, 96

Lutheran. See Protestant Church

ol o

magistrates, civil ceremonies, 73

maid/matron of honor, 45, 116-120,
233-234

mailing costs, 42

maitre d’, gratuity, 54

maps and directions, 180

marriage certificate, 73-74, 121

marriage license, 44, 227, 252

married couples, 185-186

mayors, civil ceremonies, 73

meal preferences, 33

Methodist. See Protestant Church

military weddings, 9, 74-85, 172-174

mixed religions, 62, 89

monogrammed stationery, 248

Mormon. See Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints

morning ceremonies, 96

morning wedding/brunch, 81

mothers, 14, 123, 144-145, 237

music, 9, 41, 87-88, 94

music coordinators, 88

musicians, meal provisions, 104

Muslim, ceremony protocols, 69-70

o\ o

names, invitation rules, 165-166
newspapers, engagements, 21-25
notaries, civil ceremonies, 73
nuisance guests, disaster recovery, 242

o() o

officiant
appointments, 84
attire, 86
background/style, 85
best man, 121
ceremony planning element, 9
ceremony style matching, 86
ceremony-related questions, 85-86
civil ceremonies, 73
fees, 43
gratuity, 53
locating, 83
music coordinator

recommendations, 88

payment timelines, 227
reference checking, 83
rehearsal dinner participant, 205
religious ceremonies, 61-72
second marriages, 260-261
secular ceremonies, 73
written vow approval, 89
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online invitations, e-mail use, 38

online RSVPs, wedding Web sites,
33-34

opposite sex attendants, 128-129,
143, 146

out-of-town guests, 33, 180-181

oo

parental permissions, engagements, 13
parents
budget, 47-50
engagement notifications, 14-16
gift guidelines, 196-197
guest list input, 152-153
in-law introductions, 16-17
lunch with, 14-15
reception announcement order, 232
recessional greeting, 224
seating arrangements, 106-107
second marriage, 259-260
wedding planning role, 55-56
pastor, gratuity, 53. See also officiant
pew cards, 181-182, 213
photo albums, 94
photographers, 33, 41, 53, 104, 119,
121, 123, 126-128
photos, wedding Web sites, 35-36
place cards, seating, 109-110
postceremony greeter, 127
postwedding brunch, 119, 121,
123-126
postwedding duties, 12, 246-252
pregnant attendants, 129, 143
premarital counseling, 80
Presbyterian. See Protestant Church
prewedding behaviors and duties,
12, 38, 118, 122, 125-126
processional, 119, 121, 123-124, 126,
215-223
programs, 10, 62, 88, 90-93
proposals, parental permissions, 13
Protestant Church, 64-65

o () e

-

Quaker (Religious Society of Friends),

67-68
quizzes, wedding Web site, 35

o R e

readers, 127
readings, ceremony planning, 9
receiving line, 119, 123-124, 227-230
reception cards, 177-178
reception musicians, gratuity, 54
reception site, 40-41
reception staff, gratuity, 54
receptions
alcohol guidelines, 103-104
announcement order, 231-233
bouquet toss, 237-238
bridesmaids, 122-123
cake cutting, 235-236
caterers, 98-101
dance protocol, 236-237
departing properly, 244
detail planning, 10
disaster recovery, 240-244
flower girls, 126
food preferences, 102-103
formality levels, 96-98
garter toss, 237-238
gift acceptance, 239
groomsmen, 124
guest gifts, 110-111
guest mingling, 238-239
seating charts, 104-110
site managers, 98-101
toasts, 233-235
transportation planning, 93-94
venue selections, 97-98
wedding planning element, 12
wedding Web site, 32
recessional, 119, 121, 123-124, 126,
224-227
records, budget expense tracking,
51-53
registry cards, 177
registry consultants, 193
rehearsal, 118, 120, 122, 126
rehearsal dinner, 12, 44, 118, 120, 122,
125, 196, 204-208
relatives, notifications, 17-18
religious ceremonies
Buddhist, 71-72
Catholic Church, 62-63
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Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints, 66
Eastern Orthodox Christian Church,
65-66
Episcopal Church, 64
Hindu, 70
Jewish, 68-69
Muslim, 69-70
premarital counseling timelines, 80
Protestant Church, 64-65
Quaker (Religious Society of
Friends), 67-68
second marriages, 260-261
Sikh, 70-71
Unitarian Universalism, 72
religious faiths/denominations, 9,
15-16, 20-21, 87-88
Religious Society of Friends (Quaker),
67-68
response cards/envelopes, 37, 103,
178-180
ring bearer, 119, 121, 126-127, 129,
146-147
ring exchange, 119, 128
rings, 30, 42-43
RSVP. See response cards

oS e

same-sex couples
commitment ceremonies, 76
dance protocol, 237
invitation addressing, 186-187
invitation conventions, 174-175
name change considerations, 251
newspaper announcement, 24-25
processional protocol, 223
reception announcement order,
232-233
save-the-date cards, 25-27, 37, 75-76
schedule of events, wedding Web
site, 33
scheduling software, resources, 82
seating, 96, 98, 125
seating charts, 104-110, 213-215
second marriages, 259-262
secular ceremonies, protocols, 73
semiformal receptions, 96
semiformal weddings, attire, 137-138

send-off party, 119, 121, 123-125
service providers, best man, 121
shopping, 118, 148-150, 192-193
Sikh, ceremony protocols, 70-71
single guests, 154-155, 187
single men, garter toss, 238
single parent, wedding host, 169-170
single women, bouquet toss, 237-238
sit-down dinner, 96
site managers, receptions, 98-101
smoking, reception site, 97
social networks, wedding Web site, 37
social security card, 252
software, guest list management, 152
special helpers, gift guidelines, 198
special readings, ceremony inclusion,
88
speeches, rehearsal dinners, 207-208
spelling/abbreviation rules, 165-167
stationery, thank-you notes, 248
stepparents, 154, 171, 217, 237
sticky notes, seating charts, 108
styles
bridesmaids’ dresses, 142-143
budget factor, 48-49
ceremony planning element, 9
civil ceremonies, 73-74
commitment ceremonies, 76
destination ceremonies, 75-76
invitations, 11, 164-165
military ceremonies, 74-85
mothers of the couple attire, 144-145
pregnant attendants, 143
receptions, 95-98
religious ceremonies, 61-72
second marriages, 260
secular ceremonies, 73
trains, 141
veils, 141
wedding dresses, 139-141
wedding programs, 91
suits, 145, 147
surprise showers, invitations, 202
sweetheart table, 106

oJ e

teas, informal receptions, 96
telephone calls, 13-17, 19, 25, 30, 37
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templates, scheduling software, 82

thank-you notes, 29, 38, 203-204,
247-250

themes, 33, 109-110, 202

time/date, 32, 80-82, 96, 166-167

timelines, 26-27, 188, 191-192,
199-200, 227-228, 250

tissue paper, invitation insertion, 182

toasts, 29, 119, 121, 207-208, 233-235

tourism information, 32-33

trains, styles, 141

transportation, 10, 32-33, 42-46, 54,
75-76, 92-94, 97, 121, 124-126,
138, 140, 244

travel expenses, 45-46

travel information, 32-33

tropical climates, attire, 138

tuxedos, 120, 125, 145-146, 149-150

Twitter, wedding Web site, 37

o lf o

U.S. military wedding, 74-75

uninvited guests, 19, 189-190,
242-243

Unitarian Universalism, 72

unknown/lone guests, 107-108

unmarried couples, invitation, 186

ushers, 124-125, 146, 211-215, 227

o/ e

valets, gratuity, 54
vegetarians, food preferences, 102
veils, styles, 141
vendors, 38, 54, 104, 107, 241-242,
255-258
venues (locations)
bride’s expenses, 40
ceremony selections, 78-80
civil ceremonies, 73-74
flower petals, 126
reception formality levels, 98
reception planning element, 10
reception selections, 97-98
seating, 98
secular ceremonies, 73

smoking, 97

usher’s duties at, 125
videographers, 41, 94, 104
videos, wedding Web sites, 35-36
vows, 9, 88-89

o[/ o

wait staff, reception site, 98
weather updates, 32
Web sites
bible.org, 89
engagepage.com, 34
frugalbride.com, 82
mystylewedding.com, 152
myweddingvows.com, 89
onewed.com, 82
ourweddingday.com, 34
rsvpprogram.com, 152
theknot.com, 34
theorganizedwedding.com, 152
Unitarian Universalist Association
of Congregations, 72
wedding-assistant.com, 152
weddingwebsites.com, 34
weddingwindow.com, 34
weddingwire.com, 152
wedshare.com, 34
wedding certificate, 119
wedding crashers, 242-243
wedding favors, reception, 110-111
wedding party, 30, 38, 45-47, 54-55,
197-198, 205, 232
wedding planners, 38, 40, 53, 56-57,
240-244, 255-258
wedding planning, 8, 10-12, 55-58, 122
wedding programs, 10, 62, 88, 90-93
wedding Web sites, 8, 31-37, 75-76,
117, 194
widowed parent, as wedding host,
169-170
within-the-ribbon cards. See pew cards
wording, wedding programs, 91
work colleagues, 155-156
workplace, name change, 251
worksheets, budget expenses, 51-53
written contracts, 256-257



