Contents at a Glance

INtroduction..........uueeeeeenaeeeeeeeeeeeennnnaaneeeel

Part I: Acquiring Digital Photos................3

Chapter 1: Purchasing a Camera and Accessories.................c....... 5
Chapter 2: Understanding Camera BasicS.........cccoceoerererrnerane. 17
Chapter 3: Taking Digital Pictures ............cccocevieiriiininrirnene. 29
Chapter 4: Getting the Best ShOt..........ccccoovievieiiiriiriiece, 41
Chapter 5: Capturing Your Subject...........ccocooovviiiiiiiiiiicn 51
Chapter 6: Transferring Your Images ...........cccoceeveeeeenieeieeeene 65

Part 1I: Editing and Enhancing
Digital Photos............uueeeeecccccccnneeeaaac 15

Chapter 7: Quick-Editing Your Images ...........c.cceceecerenencnennnne. 77
Chapter 8: Correcting Content, Contrast, Color, and Clarity ....97

Chapter 9: Creating Selections ...........ccccooevererereniiciceeeee 121
Chapter 10: USIing LAVETS .......cceeuiiiiieiieiiiiieiieieieieeee e 143
Chapter 11: Adding Type, Blend Modes, Filters,

ANA EffOCtS ..ot 157
Chapter 12: Getting Creative with Compositions.................... 175

Part 111I: Managing and Sharing
Vour PAOLOS ........cccceueeccciieeeecccccceeeaeee 185

Chapter 13: Organizing and Managing Your Images ............... 187
Chapter 14: Sharing Your Photos .........ccccoeeveiiiienieniiiecies 197
Chapter 15: Printing Your Images..........cccccoovvveieieieiencene 207

JRACK .....enneeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeennaaan 219






Table of Contents

IntroductionII.II.IIII.II.Il.IIIIIII.I!.IIIIIII.I(.IIIII ’ Chupter 3: Tuking Digiiul PiCtures ...............29
About This BooK .o 1 Use Filters.: ............................................................... 30
Why You Need This BOOK ........vcrrveeeerreeorerceerreenn. 1 Set Up a Tripod ......coooiiiiiiiiiiiicccce, 31
How This Book Is Organized.............ooo..cooowvvecrr. 2 Use RefleCtONS ovvvvvv 32
Gt REAAY TO . .« cooovveeeeeeeeeeeeeee oo 2 Use Diffusers..........ccccoociiiiiiiiiiiiiicicc 33

.. .. Light Your Subject..........ccocooiiiiiiiiiice e 34

Part 1: Acquiring Digital Photos...............3 Shoot in AUtO MO ... 35

Shoot in Manual Mode..............ccoovvevienieiieien, 35
Chapter 1: Purchasing a Camera and Accessories . . . .. 5 Take Close-Ups in Macro Mode...........cc..ccocovrrunni, 36
Check Out Camera Features 6 Shoot in Aperture Priority Mode..........ccccevirnn. 37
Examine Image-Capture Features ......................... 8 Bracket YOur Exposurgs ........................................... 38
Determine Your Needs .........c.ccceciviiririninecniianns 9 Work with Depth of Field ... 39
Understand Resolution 10 Work with Camera RAW Images............ccocoeenuenene. 40
Choose the Right Camera...........c.cccceocereniirirnncnne. 11 Chqpter 4. Geﬂi“g the Best Shot ...............A1
Evaluate Lenses .........ccccevieviieienieniieieeieeeeie s 12 . .
LoOK at ZOOMS ....covviiviiiiieiieieeieeet e 13 Find a FOCAl POINL. .....coocvvssomvensssnnsssssnnsisssnniss 42
Choose Flash Features 14 Compose with the Rule of Thirds ..............cc.c....... 43
L mmmmmmm——m—m AVOId METEETS ..o, 43
Look at Storage Media..........cccooevveineiiinicinene. 15 Find Leading Li 44
Pick and Choose Accessories .............ccooveveieeennn. 16 T
Use Framing ........ccocveeviiiiieiiieniiienieeniceicciee e 44
Chapter 2: Understanding Camera Basics . ......... 17 Shoot from Unexpected Angles ..............ccc.cc.cooevvee. 45
Understand Exposure 18 Create a Mood with Distance ............cccccceevveviennne 45
Set the Shutter Speed...........ooooooo 19 Reduce Background Clutter...............ccccooeeieruennrnnnne 46
KNOW ADOUE APEFTE .rvoreooosoeooeoeooseeoreeo 20 Look for Balapce ......... B 47
Understand ISO Settings ..........ccccoovevvevienenieninennne 21 Keep the Horizon Straight.......c.cceevveesisresinresn 47
Use EXPOSUTe COMPENSAON.....rrrreorooooeeerrooo. 22 gsengntEfls;l. ............................................................ ig
Set 1Mage QUALLY .ooroooooooeoooooooooooo 23 ind the Light ..o,
Set White Balance ...........cccoeevvviiiieniiiieieieeee 24 Watch Movement In and Out of Frames............... 49
Nail Your Focus 25 Choose a Depth of Field .........cccoceoviniininiinn 50
Use the Zoom Feature ...........ccccoeoiveniincnncnnnn 26 Use Texture and Shapes.........cooresnersisrssnsn >0
Match Your Meter to Your Environment................ 27

Use EXIF Data ........coooovvvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieie 28



Digital Photography Just the Steps For Dummies, 2nd Edition

(hupter 5: Cupturing Your Subiect S ) | Work with Resolution and Dimension .................. 83
. Crop Your PhotO.......cccoovieiiiieiieiicieceeeee e 84
Take @ POTtIait .....ccveevieeieiieieeiieceec e 52 .
Resize YOUT Canvas ........ccceevveeeiieniieniieeniieiiee e 85
Get That Group Shot........ccovviiiiiiiiiieeeee 54 .
. Change Image Bit Depth...........cccoooviiiiiniiiinee 86
Capture AnimalS........c.ccoovieviieiiiiieieeciecee e 55 -
. Divide Scanned PhotosS ..........cccocoviiiievieciieiceien, 86
Capture Action OI SPOItS.......cccceieiiiiiinieniieiiiiee 56 Strai
raighten a Photo .........coooiiiiic 87
Shoot Landscapes .........ccccoeeeeiiiieiiieieieieieenen 58 S -
. Edit in Quick Fix Mode.........ccccccevvinieiiciiie 88
Take a Night Shot ... 59 .
. Use the AUtO FiXes ........ccceevievieriiiieiiecieeee e 90
Shoot in Bad Weather.............ccccovviiiiiiiniecc, 60 . .
Enhance with Cloning...........ccccccooeniiinnninnn. 92
Shoot FOOd ...cvvieiiiiiiieiiceeeee e 61 .
. Tone with the Dodge and Burn Tools.................... 93
Photograph a Wedding............cccocoeviiiinienieeie 62 .
Shoot for Online Aucti 63 Saturate and Desaturate with the Sponge.............. 94
00tOr ONINE AUCHONS .oovvvvvvervviesneene Blur and Sharpen Small Areas ...........c..ccccevveueennnenn. 95
(hupfer 6: Tmnsferring Your |mqges Y . 1 Smooth with the Smudge Tool..............cocceiii. 96
Transfer Images from a Camera or Card (hupter 8: Correcting Content, Contrast,
Reader to Your COmputer............cccoevveeervereeneennnn 66 Color, and (lqri[y..._.““.“““.“““““97
Transfer Images from a Camera or Card . .
. Correct Camera DiStOTtion............coceeeveviecicniennnene 98
Reader in Elements..........ccoccoviniininiiinciiine 67 .
I . Use Adjustment Layers ...........ccccoeeeeveieiereeieiennn. 100
mport Images from Your Hard Drive ) . . .
. Adjust Lighting and Color with Smart Fix............ 101
into Elements...........cc.couevievieiiiiiiiececieeeeeee 68 . A . L
Adjust Lighting with Shadows/Highlights............ 102
Import Images from a CD or DVD .
. Correct Contrast with Levels ............cccoccevieiinnne 103
into Elements..........cccoovuivieiieiiiieiieeee e 69
Remove Color Casts........c.ccvereeierienieieeiesieeiene 104
Scan an Image ........cocceeviieiiiiiieee e 70 .
. . Use Hue and Saturation ...........ccoceeeeeviinienieennn. 105
Scan Negatives and Slides ..............cccocoevieiiieine. 72
C . . Remove COlOT........c.cccveiviiiieiieciieii et 106
apture a Still Image from a Video........................ 73 .
. Replace One Color with Another ......................... 106
Transfer Mobile-Phone Photos to Elements.......... 74 .
Correct with Color Curves.............cccocveveeeiernienean. 108
part II_- Ed’t’nq and Enhanc’nq ngS.kln Tonce:i‘. ...... UEd ........................................ 13(9)
< o efringe to Clean Up Edges ..........cccceovverinvnenne.
D’qltal PhOtos""'"'""""""""""""“"'" 75 Adjust Color with Color Variations....................... 11
. . Adjust Color Temperature with Photo Filters ...... 112
Chapter 7: Quick-Editing Your Images ............77 Eliminate Artifacts and Noise ...........c.c.ccccccceeee. 113
Prepare to Edit .........cccoovvivieiieiiciecceceeeee s 78 Heal Wrinkles and Blemishes with the
Choose Image Modes...........cccceeceiiiiniiinieeee 79 Healing Brush ... 114
Choose among File Formats ............cccccoovvveieiennne 80 Eliminate Red Eye .........ccccoceoiiiiiiiniiicc, 116
Establish Color Settings .............ccccoocveviiieieieiennns 82 Repair Quickly with the Spot Healing Brush ....... 17

viii



Table of Contents

Blur for Effect or Elimination.................c.cocveneen.. 118
Sharpen to Improve FOCUS ...........cceevevveniieienene 120

Chapter 9: Creating Selections ................121

Select with the Rectangular Marquee.................... 122
Select with the Elliptical Marquee........................ 123
Apply Marquee Options..........cccceeveveieieieiennne
Select Straight-Sided Polygons

Create Selections with the Magnetic Lasso........... 126
Wrangle Pixels with the Magic Wand................... 128
Brush with the Selection Brush ............................ 130
Freeform Select with the Lasso ..........ccccccceeveiene. 132
Select with the Quick Selection Tool.................... 133
Use the Cookie Cutter..........cocevvvveerinieceiene 134
Eliminate with the Eraser...........cccccoecvvviivienininne 135
Pluck Out an Element with Magic Extractor ....... 136
Delete with the Background Eraser...................... 138
Modify Selections ...........ccocoeeiiiiiiiiiieiee 139
Transform Selections ............ccccooeviieiieinieinee, 140
Paste into a Selection...........cccceevevievienieniiiieene 141
Save and Load Selections ...........ccceevvevivieniieinn. 142

Chapter 10: Using Layers ....................143

Get Familiar with the Layers Panel....................... 144
Convert a Background into a Layer...................... 145
Create a New Layer.........ccoccooiiiiiiiiiniiiniciies
Duplicate @ Layer.........ccccevievienienieiieiecieeeene
Copy or Cut to Create a Layer

Drag and Drop a Layer between Two Files.......... 148
Select @ Layer.......cocooeviiiiiiiiieciee e 149
Delete @ Layer.........cccooceieiiiiiiiiieiieeeeeen 149
View and Hide Layers..........ccccooererininenenencene 150
Rearrange the Stacking Order of Layers ............... 150
Rename a Layer .........cccccccoviiiiniiiiiniiciccce 151

Link Layers........cccooeoeriiiiciececc e 151
LOCK LaAY@TS ... 152
Select the Contents of a Layer...........cc.ccceeerennee. 152
Transform a Layer...........ccoocevvevieviieneeieeeeeee e, 153
Adjust the Opacity of a Layer.............ccoccoeereenee. 153
Simplify a Layer ..........cooooieiiiiiiiccceee, 154
Merge Layers.......c.ccevvieiiiiiieniieniienceic e 154
Flatten Layers .........ccccocooerieiirieieeeeeeee 155

Chapter 11: Adding Type, Blend Modes,
Filters, and Effects ..........ccovvveenn.. . 157

Add TYPE oo 158
Edit TYPE «.eoeieiiiiieiiee e 160
Create Paragraph Type.........ccccooviiiiiiieiiceee, 161
SIMPLY TYPE v 162
Create a Type MaskK.........ccccocvvviviiiincncnince, 163
Adjust Type OPacity ....c.cooevveieieieierieiieeeeie e 164
Apply Text Effects.........ccooevirviiieniiniiceeeee 165
Mix with Blend Modes...........cccoeininiinininnnnn 166
Apply Photo Effects ........ccccooeoeiieiiiiiiiieeee 167
Add Filters .......ccoooviieiiiiceceeee e 168
Modify a Filter's Effects .........cccccoveivviniirciieen, 169
Use Liquify ..ooveveieieieieeceee 170
Apply Layer Styles.........ccccovervcineiiieniineeenee, 172
Chapter 12: Getting Creative with Compositions . ..175
Make a New Color Photo Look Old..................... 176
Combine Color and Grayscale Layers.................. 178
Produce an Angelic Glow..........cccevivvieriinieniennne. 179
Construct @ Panorama..........c.ccocceeeviiieniiccnncnnn, 180
Create High-Contrast or Posterized Art ............... 182
Photomerge a Group Shot........cccooeiiiiniiinn, 183
Create a Photomerge Faces Image........................ 184

ix



Digital Photography Just the Steps For Dummies, 2nd Edition

Part 11l: Managing and Sharing Burn a Slide Show to.a CD or DVD
by Using Elements...........ccccooceveniniicninieenne. 202
Your Photos ............cccccevcccncccnicnicnnc. 185 Publish to a PDF Slide Show ........ccoco.ooerrrvvncee. 203
. . Publish to Video ........c.ccoovieiiiiiiiiiiiicce, 204
Chapter 13: Organizing and Managing Send Photos to a Mobile Phone........................... 205
Your Images ......ccoveiiiiiiiiiiieinanns 187 Add Photos t0 @ BIOG........o...covvveoerveooreecoeeece 206
Open .the Elements Orgamzer .............................. 188 (hupter 15: Printing Your Images ..............207
Add Files to the Organizer.............ccccoceieinene. 189 o
View Files in the Organizer..........c.cccoccoveneenene. 190 Prepare Images for Printing s 208
Create Catalogs ...........coccovevvveevevieerersieeerenrias 191 Print a Single Photo from Windows ..................... 210
Create AIDUMS ..........ocoovviiiiicieieeeeeeeeeeeen 192 Print a Single Photo from a Mac ..........cocccooooee 212
Find Files in the Organizer ..................ccccccevevnnn. 193 Specify Color-Management Settings.................... 213
Sort Images with the Timeline...................cc.c....... 194 Print a Contact Sheet in Windows..................... 214
Create and Tag Images with Keywords................. 195 Print a Coptact Sheet from a Mac ......................... 215
Add a Caption........cccovvieiiniiiciiicicc e 196 Create a Picture Package in Windows.................. 216
Create a Picture Package from a Mac.................... 217
(hapter 14: Shuring Your Photos ..............197 Submit Files to a Service Provider ........................ 218
E-Mail Photos or a Slide Show from Elements ...198 Order Prints Online...............cccoooiiiiiiieiiiiiee, 218
Send a Photo Using Photo Mail in Elements......200
Uoload t an Onlise Shatng Site e 2 Index........cuuaeeaaaaaaacaaecancencnacnnnaneaanc 219



