




Basic  Stuff
In the cycle of boom and bust that makes big-city lodging mar-
kets so treacherous, Boston is solidly in a boom phase. Prices are
high, occupancy rates are climbing, and no matter how many new
rooms hoteliers add to the supply, demand just keeps growing.

That’s the big picture. In the micro view, timing is every-
thing. Boston will never be a dirt-cheap destination—it’s just
too small—but if you do enough planning, you can make a
sweet deal.

It’s important to reserve in advance if you’re traveling at
popular times—foliage season, graduation season, busy spells
during convention season (roughly Apr–Nov). You’ll find the
best deals during the only truly slow time, from January through
March. Whatever you’re paying, make sure you explore your
options. Views vary from a city skyline to the Public Garden or
the Dumpster to panoramas of the Charles or the harbor or the
parking lot, so be explicit when you make your reservations.
And always think “high up”: You’ll get great views from the
upper floors of high-rise hotels, and even in low-rises, top floors
are quieter.

One more word of advice: The three features that vary most
in availability and price from hotel to hotel are fitness facilities,
Internet access, and parking. Ask before you book. A day pass to
an off-premises health club will set you back at least $10 a day,
and the closest facility to your hotel may not have a pool. Some
hotels charge extra for high-speed or wireless access, but quite a
few include it in the room rate. Parking can add nearly $40 a day
to your bill, so scope out the situation in advance if you’re bring-
ing a car—and think seriously about not driving. Plane fare may
look like a great deal after you total the cost of gas, tolls, park-
ing, and (if you’re not careful) parking tickets.

Winning the Reservations Game
Just call the hotel, reserve the dates you want, and give a credit
card number, right? Wrong! Paying the asking price is like pay-
ing full fare for a plane ticket: strictly for chumps. Some smaller
hotels, bed-and-breakfasts, and hostels do have fixed tariffs, but
most big hotels do not. This is great money-saving news for
guests.

Happily for vacationers, some of the best deals happen on
weekends, when executives and their expense accounts go home
(though even executives can save by asking for a corporate rate).
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Be sure to ask about weekend rates when you first call; they can
save you as much as $100 per night. This strategy works better
in the business-happy downtown area than in the tourist-choked
Back Bay. Weekend packages might include meals, tickets to an
attraction (such as a big museum show), health club “extras,” and
parking. In addition, some hotels run packages for couples, oth-
ers offer family discounts, and many hotels allow kids to stay free
with a parent—though the age limit varies from 12 to 18, so ask.
Check out the Boston Travel Planner, available from the
Greater Boston Convention and Visitors Bureau (Tel 888/SEE-
BOSTON or 617/536-4100; www.bostonusa.com), for many
advertised packages.

One big factor in pricing is availability. That means hotels
would rather rent a room cheap than not at all, so you can find
major discounts out of season or by waiting until the last
minute. The online agencies are great for this: Check Expedia,
Travelocity, and (if you’re feeling adventurous) Priceline and
Hotwire before you book anything.

If you prefer a bed-and-breakfast, reservations services can
do the footwork for you.Try Bed & Breakfast Agency of Boston
(Tel 617/720-3540 or 800/248-9262; fax 617/523-5761;
www.boston-bnbagency.com), Bed and Breakfast Associates
Bay Colony (Tel 781/449-5302 or 888/486-6018; fax 781/455-
6745; www.bnbboston.com), or Host Homes of Boston (Tel
617/244-1308 or 800/600-1308 outside Mass.; fax 617/244-
5156; www.hosthomesofboston.com).

Is There a Right Address?
That depends on the purpose of your trip. If you’re spending all
your time in the Financial District, for example, a hotel in Har-
vard Square isn’t the best idea—you’ll waste time commuting,
and if you wanted to be a cranky commuter, you could do that
at home. Vacationers and travelers mixing business with pleas-
ure can afford to be more flexible.

The Back Bay is in the middle of everything: It has the
Public Garden, the city’s best shopping, the Hynes Convention
Center, and Symphony Hall. Elegant Beacon Hill has a few
overnight options, including a handful of bed-and-breakfasts
and the luxurious Fifteen Beacon hotel. Besides the snob value,
the location is excellent, with Boston Common and the Public
Garden on one side, the Charles River on another, and good T
access. The South End, with shady streets of Victorian row
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houses, is a gentrified and gentrifying area with a population that
looks like America—black, white, Hispanic, gay, straight, blue-
collar, yuppie—and a couple of no-frills lodging alternatives.

Stay downtown in some cities and you’ll see nothing but
empty streets and darkened office buildings at night; in Boston,
however, downtown is alive after 5pm, mainly because it’s near
the harbor and the cheerful, touristy area around Faneuil Hall.
Cross the Charles to Cambridge—where many accommoda-
tions cater to Harvard or MIT business—and take advantage of
prime riverside locations. There’s no obvious reason to choose
Cambridge over Boston; prices and quality are about the same
in both, and Cambridge is well served by the T.

The Lap of Luxury
The seemingly inexhaustible demand for Boston hotel rooms
drives prices up and drives developers to court posh chains. At
press time, the ultrahigh-end Mandarin Oriental chain is work-
ing on its first New England location, scheduled to open in
Boston’s Back Bay in 2008, and rumor has it that the St. Regis
and Pierre chains are also interested in entering the market.
Luxury fever isn’t confined to the top price brackets, either; the
moderately priced Harborside Inn (Tel 617/723-7500 or 888/
723-7565, 185 State St.; www.harborsideinnboston.com) is
planning a complete overhaul and upgrade to a full-fledged
boutique hotel. Check ahead to see whether the planned mar-
itime theme suits the renovated 1858 warehouse—and whether
you can afford to investigate in person.

The Lowdown
Are you sure this is Boston?... A typical hotel room in

Boston has traditionally looked like a typical hotel room 
in a lot of other places: dark-wood furniture, TV armoire,
heavy drapes, and a watercolor over the bed. Until recently.
Several fairly new properties are contemporary and com-
fortable but not at all frilly. Sophisticated Nine Zero, red-
brick and not particularly elaborate, resembles the office
buildings in its centrally located neighborhood. Inside, it’s
luxury all the way, with Frette linens, down comforters and
pillows, and lots of high-tech amenities. A stone’s throw
away (if you have a good arm), Fifteen Beacon is even
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cushier, thanks in part to the over-the-top service: The
desk staff, doormen, and concierge all remember your
name. (If you forget, peek at the personalized business
cards you receive at check-in.) It’s a true boutique property,
with only 61 rooms, top-of-the-line Italian linens on the
canopy beds, LCD TVs in the bathrooms, and surround-
sound stereos. In the Back Bay, the Charlesmark Hotel is
half the size of Fifteen Beacon and less than half the price.
It has its own “budget boutique” appeal: great location (at
the Boston Marathon finish line), cunningly designed 
little rooms with pillow-top beds, high ceilings, and warm,
welcoming service.

Are you positive this is Boston?... Two first-rate
brands have ventured into the market in recent years. Irish
favorite Jurys Doyle made a splash by buying the former
police headquarters building in the Back Bay and reinvent-
ing it as the luxurious Jurys Boston Hotel. The result is a
big step up from “three hots and a cot”: It offers the full
range of peel-me-a-grape amenities, including down com-
forters and ergonomic desk chairs, in good-size rooms (no
cells here) that exude low-key luxe. The boutique Kimpton
Hotel Group, of Hotel Monaco fame, is a presence on both
sides of the river. The hotels’ dramatic jewel-toned color
schemes are quite different, but the atmosphere of ultra-
comfortable luxury is the same. Hotel Marlowe is an airy
property in East Cambridge near the Museum of Science.
It’s a hit with a tech-savvy business clientele as well as fam-
ilies who appreciate its proximity to the Museum of 
Science, the CambridgeSide Galleria mall, and the Charles
River (across a busy street). The Onyx Hotel is in a great
location on a side street near North Station, a somewhat
tatty area that gets a bit more desirable with each passing
day. In 2006, Kimpton acquired the Nine Zero hotel, a
good fit for its comfy-chic portfolio.

Oh, yeah, this is Boston (19th-century division)...
Tradition, tradition! The Victorian-Edwardian aesthetic—
elaborate moldings, wood paneling, crystal chandeliers,
abundant marble, touches of brass, gilded everything—
prevails at any number of Boston hotels, including some
that opened long after Victoria and Edward were out of the
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picture. Each has its own claim to fame. The Omni Parker
House, in a handy location on the Freedom Trail, is the
oldest continuously operating hotel in the nation. It opened
in 1856 and grew haphazardly, leaving the current building
with more than 50 guest-room configurations—ask to be
moved if yours is too small. The haute-Brahmin feel isn’t
stuffy, and the hotel even nods to Boston’s Irish-American
political tradition in the name of the bar off the dark, oak-
paneled lobby, the Last Hurrah (as in the Edwin O’Connor
novel). At the Copley Square Hotel, which opened in
1891, receptionists wear genuine smiles, and rates include
afternoon tea and cookies in the lounge. Rooms vary in size
and configuration—yours may be long and narrow, and it
may have an entrance hall or large alcoves. Modern conve-
niences such as voice mail and wireless Internet access con-
trast pleasantly with the comfy 19th-century ambience.

Oh, yeah, this is Boston (20th-century division)...
The lobby of The Lenox Hotel, vintage 1900, has a
jewel-box feel that sets the tone for the whole establish-
ment, noted for its sumptuous guest rooms and pamper-
ing service. It’s a relatively small (212 rooms) but worthy
competitor for the megaliths at Copley Place, a block
away. The Bulfinch Hotel, in a 1904 warehouse, is trian-
gular—an accident of the street pattern that pays off for
guests in the “nose rooms” (oversize doubles described as
junior suites) at the pointy end of the building. Their beds
have windows on three sides; you’ll feel as if you’re float-
ing. The Fairmont Copley Plaza Hotel, which opened in
1912, fits right in with the elaborate architecture of its
neighbors facing Copley Square (the Boston Public
Library and Trinity Church). The Copley Plaza’s Renais-
sance Revival style, executed by the same architect respon-
sible for New York’s famed Plaza Hotel, complements the
courtly service and the hotel’s status as the official lodging
of the Boston Symphony Orchestra (it doesn’t get much
more ruling-class than that). The Ritz-Carlton, Boston,
the original link in the luxury chain, is a 1927 building
that was extensively renovated for its 75th anniversary in
2002 but still feels unapologetically old-fashioned. It over-
looks the Public Garden, with smashing views from the
higher floors.
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Oh, yeah, this is Boston (21st-century division)...
Perhaps you’ve heard about our gargantuan new conven-
tion center. It was 2 years old when its adjoining hotel
finally opened in 2006, and by all accounts, the Westin
Boston Waterfront was worth the wait. A top-notch busi-
ness hotel, the Westin has an indoor pool and sensational
harbor views. Not far away is the even more impressive
InterContinental Boston, a sparkling pile of blue glass
that also opened in 2006. The dramatic new building,
which faces the Rose Kennedy Greenway and the Fort
Point Channel (which empties into the harbor a block or
so from the hotel), represents the luxury brand’s first foray
into the Boston market, and it’s already making a splash
with its dramatic architecture, posh accommodations, great
service, and 24-hour restaurant.

For travelers with old money... Where else but a Ritz-
Carlton? Visitors to Boston have two to choose from: the
original Ritz-Carlton, Boston (the “old Ritz”) and the
Ritz-Carlton, Boston Common. If you like old-world
comfort with plenty of woodwork and antiques, check into
the original property. It oozes tradition and money and
even has a butler (who helps you choose the right fuel for
the wood-burning fireplace in your opulent suite). If you
prefer sleek and modern, the newer hotel, which opened in
2001, is a better bet. Rooms fill the top four floors of a 12-
story building on a side street off Boston Common, a
rather drab setting for such a cushy establishment. The
Ritz offers its high-maintenance guests high-intensity
pampering—Bose radio/CD players, phones in the huge
marble bathrooms, the customary great service. Room rates
include access to the Sports Club/LA, an enormous facil-
ity with everything from a regulation basketball court to
complete spa services (even guests at the old Ritz must pay
to use the club, which is otherwise private but has a public
restaurant and snack bar).

For travelers with new money... Not new as in nouveau
riche, you big snob—new as in post-Mayflower. The best
place to spend that filthy lucre is, without question, the
Four Seasons Hotel. Since it opened in 1985, the exquis-
ite Four Seasons has competed for local supremacy with
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the more traditional Ritz, diagonally across the Public
Garden. We give the edge to the Four Seasons. Service at
both hotels is comparable—in the dizzy realm where your
wish really is someone else’s command—but the Four Sea-
sons has generally larger rooms (at generally steeper prices)
and a health club and 51-foot pool on the premises. Rooms
are light and luxurious, with king-size beds, and rates
include limo service to downtown. The Four Seasons,
crossing the line between luxurious and simply ridiculous,
offers a room-service menu for pets.

For travelers with money, period... Old, new, who
cares—if you have enough money, stay at the sparkling
Boston Harbor Hotel. Sea breezes blow through the mag-
nificent 80-foot archway, a gateway to Boston from the sea.
A museum-quality art collection and Chippendale-style
furniture in the rooms give the interior a refined air. The
hotel and adjoining buildings (shops, offices, and condos)
at the 15-story Rowes Wharf complex are an architectural
dream. Across the street from the Financial District and an
easy walk from Faneuil Hall Marketplace, this is the most
inspired and inspiring hotel in the city. Across the river in
Cambridge, the vibe at The Charles Hotel is traditional,
but not in the way you’d expect—the Shaker-style custom
furnishings are plain but superplush, with down comforters
and Bose Wave radios. Rooms are large and peaceful—
you’d never know the mayhem of Harvard Square was right
outside. The restaurant, Rialto, is one of the best in the
Boston area.

For travelers with no money (or not much)... In the
heart of the Back Bay, the pocket-size Charlesmark Hotel
is a good deal not just because the price is reasonable but also
because management doesn’t believe in tacking a lot of extras
onto the bill. Rates include continental breakfast and high-
speed Internet access, and bottled water and fruit are always
available in the second-floor lobby, where guests can use a
computer and printer at no extra charge. Don’t believe the
slogan—The MidTown Hotel is not “Boston’s most conve-
nient hotel,” but it is reasonably priced and reasonably close
to Copley Square, on a busy stretch of Huntington Avenue.
One of its big selling points is free parking, and it has
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enough business features to make it popular with conven-
tioneers. It’s more of a motel than a hotel, at just two stories,
but the rooms are a good size (though bathrooms are small),
and there’s a seasonal outdoor pool. The Bulfinch Hotel, a
limited-service lodging in a renovated and expanded 
warehouse near North Station, combines high style—sleek
custom furnishings and a cool, contemporary vibe—with
surprisingly modest rates. Another good value in a good
location is the Chandler Inn Hotel, an eight-story anomaly
amid the town houses of the South End.

Seriously, no money... Convenient to Symphony Hall,
the Museum of Fine Arts, and the Back Bay, Hostelling
International—Boston gets into the “Kumbaya” spirit with
free and cheap group activities nearly every night. It accom-
modates up to six people (all men, all women, or coed) in
each of its cheerful but hardly plush rooms. Somewhat more
comfortable (it used to be a Howard Johnson’s) but open for
less than 3 months a year, Hostelling International—
Boston at Fenway is a summer-only alternative that puts a
maximum of three (all male or all female) in each dorm
room. Both hostels kick you out after 2 weeks. The YWCA
Boston, Berkeley Residence on the edge of the South End
used to be women-only but now accepts men, too. The con-
vent-like single, double, and triple rooms share bathrooms.
Ask for a room overlooking the pleasant garden.

Anonymous giants... Sometimes you just want to close the
soundproof door, grab the remote, and order room service.
If you find anonymity more relaxing than friendly fuss,
head for the Westin Copley Place Boston or the Boston
Marriott Copley Place. These sleek, modern towers are on
opposite ends of Copley Place, Boston’s premier shopping
mall. You could close your eyes and know what the guest
rooms look like (plush business deluxe), but you won’t even
want to blink when you see the sweeping views from 
the higher floors. The vast lobbies are great for people-
watching; the Marriott’s has a gargantuan chandelier, mar-
ble floors, trees, and a waterfall, as well as a glitzy glass
walkway leading to the Prudential Center (more shops).
On entering the Westin, you glide up an escalator past a
thundering waterfall; bear right to check in, or you’ll be lost
in the retail jungle almost instantly.
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Not too big, not too small... The top Goldilocks in
Boston is The Lenox Hotel in the Back Bay. A complete
overhaul before its 100th anniversary in 2000 made it one
of Boston’s most luxurious hotels. Even with a couple hun-
dred rooms, it offers pleasant service that starts with the
unfailingly cheerful doormen. Rooms have brass door-
knockers, brass chandeliers, and marble bathrooms, and a
dozen corner units have fireplaces. In Kenmore Square, the
fabulous Hotel Commonwealth is an indulgent retreat in
a central location. It looks traditional, but it opened only in
2003 in a new six-story building with retail at street level.
The style in its 150 rooms is old-fashioned, but in good
ways—luxurious fabrics and linens, gorgeous furnishings,
proper service—with large bathrooms and high-tech 
features that real old-fashioned hotels seldom have. The
267-unit Doubletree Hotel Boston Downtown looks
superficially like a product of the chain assembly line, but
on closer inspection it abounds with Asian touches, a nod
to its Chinatown location. Both downtown and the Back
Bay are easy to reach on foot or by T. Rates include access
to the large, well-equipped Wang YMCA, which has a
pool that reserves lanes for hotel guests at regular times.

Convenient for conventioneers... The Sheraton
Boston Hotel connects directly to the Hynes Convention
Center, giving it particular appeal to the convention
hordes. The 29-story Sheraton offers something for every-
one, from sleigh beds to an indoor/outdoor domed pool
complex with Jacuzzi and health club. As you might
expect, the business features are excellent, especially on the
executive-level floors at the top of the tower. Two other
titans, the Boston Marriott Copley Place and the Westin
Copley Place Boston, are relatively close to the Hynes—
walkways over Huntington Avenue connect Copley Place
to the Prudential Center, so in bad weather you don’t even
have to go outside to get there. Both have their own con-
ference facilities, too, and lobbies so big and busy you’ll
never notice how many folks are wearing the same plastic
tags. The soaring Seaport Hotel, convenient to the World
Trade Center, is anything but a cookie-cutter high-rise,
designed by Boston’s homegrown Fidelity Investments to
cater to suits and visiting conventioneers. Book on the
upper floors and your roomy room will have a lofty view of
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Boston Harbor or the city skyline. The hotel at the Boston
Convention & Exhibition Center is the new Westin
Boston Waterfront, which opened in 2006 and boasts the
latest in high-tech amenities and low-tech friendly service.

Where to drop after you shop... The Newbury Guest
House is on Boston’s best shopping street, surrounded by
boutiques, antiques shops, art galleries, hair salons, and
restaurants. It consists of two 19th-century town houses
filled with reproduction Victorian furniture, polished pine
floorboards, and prints from the MFA. Closer to Copley
Place and the Shops at Prudential Center, the European-
style Colonnade Hotel Boston has elegant rooms with
plenty of space for your shopping bags, friendly service by
the multilingual staff, a cheery yellow duck in the bathtub,
and a pool on the roof. In Cambridge, Hotel Marlowe is
next door to the CambridgeSide Galleria mall, and the
Royal Sonesta Hotel is across the street; both are contem-
porary and comfy, with soothing river views from most
rooms at the Sonesta and some at the Marlowe.

Landmark restorations... Ordinarily we shy away from
repeating slogans, but “It would be a crime to stay any-
where else” is too good not to mention. The Jurys Boston
Hotel is a complete rehab of the onetime Boston police
headquarters, which originally opened in 1925. The posh
appointments give no hint that the brick-and-limestone
building—part of the Irish chain—was ever anything but
an upscale lodging. But you can still pull the hood of your
sweatshirt over your face if you want to. In the heart of the
Financial District, the Langham Hotel Boston is in the
former Federal Reserve Bank, modeled after a 16th-cen-
tury Roman palazzo. Distinctive red awnings trim the out-
side of this historic landmark, which sits amid some of the
tallest skyscrapers in the city across from a patch of green-
ery, the plush Post Office Square Park. Marble corridors
lead to a cream-colored marble lobby with square marble
pillars; a grand marble staircase sweeps up to the glass-
roofed Café Fleuri and the posh Julien restaurant. Guest
rooms, which vary in size and shape, have formal striped
upholstery and (you’ll never guess) marble bathroom floors
and tubs.
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Luscious love nests... Always ask about romance getaway
packages; most major hotels offer them, usually on week-
ends. Expect the usual: champagne, chocolates, flowers,
breakfast in bed, and so forth. Staff members who’ve spent
the week wrangling conventioneers will be happy to aid
your amorous efforts, and what could be more romantic
than valet parking (included in many packages)?

Our top choice for romance is the all-suite Eliot
Hotel. On leafy Commonwealth Avenue, the European-
style Eliot is elaborate but not fussy, with discreet service
and a special-occasion restaurant (Clio) conveniently
located in the lobby. Show your affection with a shopping
spree on Newbury Street, a block away, or book a suite with
a pantry and never leave the building. Another great place
for an assignation is Fifteen Beacon, an oasis on Beacon
Hill. Order up a rare 1700s (yes, you read that right) 
bottle of wine from the cellar—your minibar stocks cham-
pagne, too—turn on the surround sound, grab something
sultry from the CD library, fire up the gas fireplace, and
sink into the custom-tailored linens.

Down by the sea... Ferries and excursion boats come and
go, planes take off and land across the water, skyscrapers
loom over the main entrance: Even the most jaded traveler
can’t help but catch the excitement at the spectacular
Boston Harbor Hotel at Rowes Wharf. In any other lodg-
ing, the city skyline would be breathtaking enough, but at
this stunning contemporary hotel, you’ll probably want a
room with a harbor view. On the Charlestown waterfront,
the Marriott Residence Inn Boston Harbor offers an
interesting perspective—even the pool in the lobby has a
view of the water, and rooms that face north give you an
eyeful of the Zakim Bridge. The extended-stay hotel (you
can spend just 1 night; rates drop for 5 nights or more) is
next to the Charlestown Navy Yard, just off the Freedom
Trail. If you stay at the Hyatt Harborside at the airport,
you’ll have to pay for the water shuttle or water taxi (or take
the hotel shuttle to the Airport T) every time you want to
go into town. If you don’t mind that, the Hyatt is a great
choice, showy and futuristic but with appropriately mar-
itime paintings of tall ships on the walls. The tiered
Boston Marriott Long Wharf is supposed to resemble a
ship (a redbrick ship?), thrusting out into the sea from
Long Wharf. A popular after-work bar and an open-plan
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lobby (displaying a famed Rufus Porter fresco) make it a
lively, integral part of the waterfront scene. Most guest
rooms have sea views, and the breezy location makes this a
pleasant spot even on the hottest summer afternoon.

On the river... The upscale Royal Sonesta Hotel, techni-
cally in Cambridge but so close to Boston you’d never
notice, sits on the banks of the Charles; most rooms offer
fabulous views of the city skyline. The CambridgeSide
Galleria mall, the Museum of Science, and MIT are within
easy walking distance, though for anything else you’ll prob-
ably need a taxi or the T. Hotel Marlowe’s views aren’t as
dramatic, but rooms on higher floors of the eight-story
building provide good vistas. On the other side of the MIT
campus, The Hyatt Regency Cambridge offers excellent
views; the riverside jogging and cycling path is across
Memorial Drive, along with a flock of honking geese. The
typically Hyatt atrium resonates with noise; the rooms are
standard-issue deluxe, so request a river-view balcony—it’ll
go a long way toward making your stay feel special.

Park your car(cass) in Harvard Yard... Close to Har-
vard Square, The Charles Hotel masterfully blends past
and present, just like this old university city. The modern
exterior looks like a pile of rectangular blocks, in traditional
redbrick that echoes the Harvard campus. In the luxurious
guest rooms, light woods and clean lines lend a contempo-
rary feel, and geometric-patterned quilts drape the simple
four-poster beds. The hotel’s Regattabar is one of the area’s
coolest jazz spots, and the health club, spa, and salon are
equally noteworthy. The Inn at Harvard, across the street
from the campus, is a Georgian-style redbrick building
(put up in 1991) with a stunning four-story, glass-roofed
atrium lobby, the “living room.” Guest rooms with round,
square, and arched windows overlook the lobby, which was
designed to look like a Venetian piazza. Although the
Doubletree Guest Suites hotel is on the Boston side of
the river, it’s handier to Cambridge: It’s next door to Har-
vard Business School and across the bridge from Central
Square. Modern two-room units surround a 15-story cen-
tral atrium; many rooms have views over the river toward
Cambridge.
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Sweet suites... Boston has only a handful of all-suite prop-
erties, but they provide plenty of choice in character and
ambience. The Doubletree Guest Suites is a plush high-
rise overlooking the Charles and the Mass. Pike; the Eliot
Hotel is small and deluxe, with flowery balconies over-
looking Commonwealth Avenue. The Eliot also has a
small split-level lobby where the writing desk and fresh
flowers call to mind an elegant private foyer, while glass
elevators whiz up the Doubletree’s totally mod atrium. The
Marriott Residence Inn Boston Harbor calls all of its
units suites, even though some are studios, but it’s worth
considering for its great location and the fact that every
unit has a full kitchen.

For traveling families... Start by checking out the peren-
nial family favorites, such as the Doubletree Guest Suites
(with two separate rooms, a fridge, and two TVs in each
suite); the Best Western Boston/The Inn at Longwood
Medical (large rooms with Nintendo and the Disney and
Nickelodeon channels); or the more convenient Mid-
Town Hotel (good-sized rooms, free parking, and an 
outdoor pool). Then check the cut-off age for kids to stay
free in a parent’s room. If you’re feeling flush and your
family is large (or your kids are), look into discounts for
booking an extra room—the rate can be as much as 50%
off. Some properties won’t guarantee that the rooms will
be next door to each other, while some promise they’ll
even have a connecting door; make sure you can get what
you need.

And always look into family packages—nearly every
hotel offers them, particularly in the summer—and pack-
ages that include admission to special museum exhibits,
which target adults but may appeal to older kids. The
Colonnade Hotel Boston’s VIKids program welcomes kids
with toy-filled fanny packs; packages include parking, tick-
ets to an attraction such as the Children’s Museum or New
England Aquarium, and breakfast. The Colonnade also has
a nice pool in a cool location: the roof. The pool at the Sea-
port Hotel is indoors, with music piped in underwater;
some packages include admission to the nearby Children’s
Museum, and this is one of the only hotels that offers a deal
specifically for grandparents traveling with grandchildren.
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From Memorial Day through Labor Day, the Royal 
Sonesta Hotel in Cambridge offers free boat rides on the
Charles, free use of bicycles, and free ice cream every after-
noon (obviously, the person who thought up this sugarfest
won’t be supervising bedtime). Off-season packages include
passes to the Museum of Science or the Aquarium. The
hotel has a great indoor/outdoor pool with a retractable
roof, and it’s around the corner from the Museum of Sci-
ence. The Fairmont Copley Plaza Hotel creates a family
deal for every season; it usually includes parking, passes for
an attraction (such as the Museum of Science) or activity
(like the Swan Boats), and visitor T passes.

For students and their families... Every admissions
office can suggest nearby hotels to prospective students and
perhaps even get you a break on the room rate. Boston
University is a partner in the Hotel Commonwealth, a
summa cum laude example of high-class pampering in the
heart of Kenmore Square. Visitors to Emerson College can
base themselves at the Doubletree Hotel Boston Down-
town. Students interested in Northeastern University may
find the MidTown Hotel, down Huntington Avenue from
the campus, to their liking. In Cambridge, let the kids
rough it in the dorm while the parents kick back. The 
contemporary Charles Hotel and the throwback Inn at
Harvard are in Harvard Square, and the Hyatt Regency
Cambridge is so close to MIT that pranksters keep defac-
ing the traffic sign out front by changing GEESE CROSSING

to GEEKS CROSSING.

For travelers who want to avoid families... This is a
real brain-teaser: Even hotels that could pass for NC-17
theater lobbies during the week court families on week-
ends, when you can trip on ankle-biters at even the prici-
est lodgings. Think weeknight; if you can’t, think quiet and
romantic. Fifteen Beacon is a promising destination; the
atmosphere of pure luxury doesn’t exactly say Barney and
Barbie, and neither does the $400-a-night (at least) tab. At
the other end of the price spectrum is the Hotel 140,
which we craftily recommend for two reasons: The rooms
are so small that you’ll have to snuggle up to your sweetie,
and most of them don’t have enough room for a rollaway.
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Front-row seats for theater lovers... You can walk to
the Theater District from almost any hotel in town, but our
choice is the Doubletree Hotel Boston Downtown,
around the corner in Chinatown. Rooms in the former
high school are compact but take advantage of every inch;
a feng shui expert consulted to make sure the design chan-
nels energy correctly (hence the giant fish tank smack in
the middle of the lobby). Nearby, the Radisson Hotel
Boston is also convenient but has less character—it’s a
concrete high-rise with private balconies, large rooms, a
modest indoor pool, and a fitness room.

For sightseers... Faneuil Hall Marketplace is the tourist
hub of the Hub, and the classiest hotel in the neighbor-
hood is the Millennium Bostonian Hotel. Geraniums fill
the window boxes, but it’s not really a flowery place—a
stunning steel sculpture and fountain decorate the circular
cobbled parking area outside the lobby, where the lounge
sits beneath an atrium of glass and steel. Rooms, which
spread over three 19th-century buildings, vary in size and
style. In the 1824 Harkness building, they have fireplaces,
exposed brick, Jacuzzis, and oak ceiling beams; newer
accommodations are modern, with brass fixtures, striped
wallpaper, and big dressing rooms and bathrooms. The
location may sound like an asset, but some rooms can be
noisy if you open the French doors to the little balcony
(foiling the soundproofing)—it’s less of a problem now
that the Big Dig is winding up, but think higher than the
third floor if you want a balcony room.

At the airport... There are two hotels on the airport grounds
and a handful a shuttle-bus ride away (but none of the
cheap chain motels you usually see around airports). The
Hilton Boston Logan Airport is more than you’d expect:
As part of the massive revitalization project that has
plagued travelers for a good chunk of the past decade, the
hotel was built from scratch; it opened in 1999. The
designers apparently started with the soundproofing,
which is superb, and proceeded to plan a pleasant high-end
hotel with loads of business features (including abundant
meeting space). You can’t miss the Hyatt Harborside, with
its great brick-and-glass tower and sweeping lighthouse
beam. Free shuttle buses serve both hotels; the Hyatt is
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beside the ferry dock, where you can catch the water shut-
tle or water taxi and be downtown in 7 minutes.

Where to see a celebrity... “Celebrity” is a relative term
in Boston—politicians (in Harvard Square), scientists (in
Kendall Square), musicians (around Symphony Hall),
hockey players (near the TD Banknorth Garden), authors
(everywhere), and other people who wouldn’t get a second
glance from an E! camera crew attract whispering and
pointing. But let’s assume you’re interested in people the E!
camera crew would chase after. Mainstream celebrities who
want to see their names in the gossip columns stay at the
Four Seasons Hotel, The Charles Hotel, and the Ritz-
Carlton, Boston Common (for the health club). Those
who are serious when they say they want their privacy are
more likely to alight at the Lenox Hotel or Fifteen 
Beacon. If you’re a fan of a visiting baseball team, stake out
the lobby of the Sheraton Boston Hotel or the Boston
Marriott Copley Place. And if the ballpark itself is enough
of a celebrity for you, book a Fenway room at the Hotel
Commonwealth and gaze at it from across the Mass. Pike.
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Best Western Boston / The Inn at
     Longwood Medical  9
Boston Harbor Hotel  36
Boston Marriott Copley Place  16
Boston Marriott Long Wharf  40
Bulfinch Hotel  42
Chandler Inn Hotel  24
The Charles Hotel   1
Charlesmark Hotel  19
Colonnade Hotel Boston  15
Copley Square Hotel  17
Doubletree Guest Suites  6
Doubletree Hotel Boston Downtown  26
Eliot Hotel  11
The Fairmont Copley Plaza Hotel  20
Fifteen Beacon  31
Four Seasons Hotel  28
Hilton Boston Financial District  35
Hilton Boston Logan Airport  45
Hostelling International-Boston  10
Hostelling International-Boston at Fenway  7
Hotel 140  22
Hotel Commonwealth  8
Hotel Marlowe  3
Hyatt Harborside   46
The Hyatt Regency Cambridge  5
The Inn at Harvard  2
InterContinental Boston  37
Jurys Boston Hotel  23
Langham Hotel Boston  34
The Lenox Hotel  18

Marriott Residence Inn Boston Harbor  44
The MidTown Hotel  14
Millennium Bostonian Hotel  41
Newbury Guest House  12
Nine Zero  32
Omni Parker House  33
Onyx Hotel  43
Radisson Hotel Boston  27
The Ritz-Carlton, Boston  29
The Ritz-Carlton, Boston Common  30
Royal Sonesta Hotel  4
Seaport Hotel  39
Sheraton Boston Hotel  13
The Westin Boston Waterfront  38
The Westin Copley Place Boston  21
YWCA Boston, Berkeley Residence  25

Map 2: Boston Accommodations
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