


FROMMER'S FAVORITE PHILADELPHIA EXPERIENCES

up their depressing, addictive trade around town. To my mind, this change can only
make matters worse.

If T had to choose one inspiring must-do for visitors, I'd recommend a Mural Arts
Tour (@ 215/685-0754; www.muralarts.org). Mural Arts guides take you into
Philly’s other neighborhoods, the ones that don't appear in guidebooks. You'll cruise
by smooth walls blanketed in brilliant colors. You'll learn how beautifying communi-
ties, working with one paintbrush, one child at a time, can bring about positive trans-
formation. The experience is moving, restorative, and educational. It re-teaches you
the classic lesson of the city, and America itself: One small step, one giant leap. Right
here, on earth, in Philadelphia: a generally lovely place to be.

1 Frommer's Favorite Philadelphia Experiences

* Taking Afternoon Tea at Nineteen:
The 19th-floor cafe-in-the-round at
the grand Park Hyatt at the Bellevue
recently reinstituted tea service, and
little girls and their mommies are get-
ting out their white gloves in antici-
pation. The bird’s-eye view from the
cafe’s impossibly tall windows is spec-
tacular—enhancing the jambon royal
sandwiches and chocolate shortbread.
See p. 101.

Visiting the Barnes Foundation:

The Barnes Foundation Gallery in

Merion houses the most important

private collection of Impressionist

and early French modern paintings in
the world, displaying more Cézannes
than all the museums of France put
together. The building was designed
by Paul Philippe Cret, and is amaz-
ing, not only for its lovely design, but
also because Albert Barnes was metic-
ulous about displaying the works,
often juxtaposing them with objers
such as antique iron locks or African
tribal masks. It appears the museum
will move to Center City Philadel-
phia in the coming years, so schedule
your visit to the current location
now: You may not get another

chance. See p. 130.

* Wandering Through Fairmount
Park: It would take dozens of outings
to fully explore the 100 miles of trails
in this 8,900-acre giant of an urban

park—some of them are virtually
unchanged since Revolutionary
times. We'll setle for gazing at the
hundreds of flame azaleas that bloom
behind the Art Museum in spring,
special visits to Shofuso Japanese tea-
house, and winter strolls along the
Wissahickon Creek. See p. 151.
Gallery Hopping on First Friday:
On the first Friday of every month,
the galleries, stores, and studios of
Old City—just north of Indepen-
dence National Historical Park—
remain open with refreshments and
artists on hand untl 9pm. Wander
along the cobblestone streets, pop-
ping in where you fancy, before a
night out in this happening part of
town. See p. 177.

Stepping Back in Time in Historic
Philadelphia: The reclamation of
this country’s Colonial capital has
been nearly miraculous, from the
Liberty Bell’s gleaming new home to
the renovation of hundreds of row
houses with their distinctive brick-
work and 18th-century formal gar-
dens (and welcoming benches). But
the costumed town criers with free
maps and the Revolutionary War—era
street theater really bring the experi-
ence to life. Just wander; they’ll find
you. See “Independence National
Historical Park: America’s Most His-
toric Square Mile,” in chapter 7.



CHAPTER 1

- THE BEST OF PHILADELPHIA

mn Fact A Central City

Thirty-eight percent of the nation’s population lives within a 4:-hour drive of

Philadelphia.

* Eating the Sandwich: We all love
history, art, a great jazz solo, and a
swanky night on the town. But the
craving for Philly’s number-one fast
food somehow surpasses all other
desires. It's primal, an urge that
comes over you the moment you
enter city limits. The inimitable
cheesesteak, spelled in one word,
available with sharp Provolone or
gooey Cheez Whiz and “wid” or
“widout” sautéed onions, is, to many
a traveler, worth the trip alone. Find
it, along with some of the city’s other
unsung  culinary  heroes (pun
intended), in chapter 6.

Strolling Around Rittenhouse
Square at Night: When the rest of
Philadelphia’s city squares grow quiet
at night, this one twinkles with activ-
ity. Patrons toast each other at bistro
sidewalk tables. Couples cross the
park, hand-in-hand. On a summer
night, youre likely to come upon a
free musical performance in the
square’s center. In winter, you'll be
dazzled by the bright balls of lights in
the treetops. See p. 201.

Enjoying the Lights at Night: The
William Penn statue atop City Hall,
the Ben Franklin Bridge, and seven
Schuylkill River bridges are perma-
nently lighted, joining the beautiful
white pin lights that outline the boat-
houses along the Schuylkill River.
Touring an Open House: If you're
in the city at the right time, dont
miss the tours of restored mansions in
Society Hill, Rittenhouse Square, or
Fairmount Park for a delightful les-
son in Colonial-era interior design
and Americana. The open houses are

scattered throughout the year, but
during the pre-Christmas season,
with their period decorations, they
are especially lovely. See the
“Philadelphia Calendar of Events,” in
chapter 2.

Breathing Deeply at the Philadel-
phia Flower Show: In carly March,
the Flower Show—the largest and
most prestigious indoor exhibition of
its kind in the world—descends on
the Pennsylvania Convention Center,
with acres of orchids and traditional
and exotic displays. See p. 19.
Exploring the Philadelphia Museum
of Art: It has a stupendous collection
of masterpieces, period rooms, and
crafts, and is becoming one of the
hottest museums in the country for
special exhibitions. Look for more
blockbusters like the recent exhibits
of works by Eakins and Degas: “Renoir
Landscapes” is scheduled for fall
2007. Wednesday and Friday evening
hours have become convivial social
scenes, with cocktails and live music.
See p. 130.

Cheering the Regattas along the
Schuylkill: On any spring weekend,
stand along Boathouse Row just
north of the Philadelphia Museum of
Art, and get ready to cheer. Crews
race each other every 5 minutes or so,
with friends lining the riverbanks
rooting for them. See p. 163.
Getting Lost in the Reading Termi-
nal Market: You'll never go com-
pletely missing, but you will
definitely get caught up in the maze
of stalls at this historic market. And
when you stumble upon an Amish
food counter, artisan baker, local
























