
I N D E X

ABC Patterns (math activity), 118–119
accommodation, of information, 16
accountability, 34, 35–36, 187–190
Act Out! (reading activity), 70
Add It Up! (math activity), 115–116
Alphasounds (reading activity), 46
analysis, in learning taxonomy, 27, 59
anxiety, about moving up, 201–202
Apostrophe What? (writing activity),

91–92
application, in learning taxonomy, 27, 58
assessment. See tests
assimilation, of information, 16
attention, as component of comprehen-

sion, 57–58
attention deficit disorder (ADD), 25
attention span, 17, 19
auditory learning style, 23–25

Bird Feeder (science activity), 131–132
Birds! Birds! Birds! (social studies activ-

ity), 165–166
Blends (writing activity), 82
Block It to Me (math activity), 107
Bloom, Benjamin, 26–27
Board Game (social studies activity),

156–157
Board Games (reading activity), 66–67

Candy Math (math activity), 106–107
Capital Clock (writing activity), 97
changes, in science, 143–150
Check It Out! (reading activity), 63–64

civics, in social studies, 154–160
Clock around the Block (math activity),

116–117
cognitive development

components of, 179–182
higher–order cognition and, 58–59
Piaget on, 15–17
readiness for second grade in,

201–202
teaching thinking skills, 177–183

cognitive learning levels, 26–31, 58–59
Color Me Happy (reading activity),

45–46
Color Time (reading activity), 49–50
communication

levels of, 177–179
with teachers, 8–9

communities and cultures, in social 
studies, 154, 168–174

Community Helper Charades (social
studies activity), 173

Community Here or There? (social stud-
ies activity), 172–173

comprehension
in cognitive development, 180–181
in cognitive learning taxonomy, 27, 58
in reading, 39, 56–70

concentration, in cognitive development,
180

concrete operational stage, of cognitive
development, 16–17

decoding, in reading, 40–56
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development, child’s, 2
learning based on, 12, 15
See also cognitive development

developmental goals, 17–21
developmental stages, 15, 26
Dirt and Sand (science activity), 137–138
Dolch list, of sight words, 40
Dress Up (math activity), 123–124
Drinking Changes (science activity),

147–148

education
evaluation of, 189–190
as local issue, 33–34
See also school systems

environmental learning
in math, 124
in reading, 70–71, 102
in science, 150
in social studies, 174–175
of thinking skills, 183
in writing, 102

evaluation, in learning taxonomy, 27, 59
Every Picture Tells a Story (reading 

activity), 65–66

Family Stories (social studies activity),
171–172

Family Tree (social studies activity),
170–171

federal government, 36
Five W’s, The (reading activity), 61
Flag Day Any Day (social studies 

activity), 164–165
Flash! (reading activity), 52
formal operational stage, of cognitive

development, 17
Forms of Corn (science activity),

146–147
friends

best, 194–196
categorizing, 195–197
group dynamics and, 192–193

Fruit Roll–Up (math activity), 108

Grab Bag Letters (writing activity), 80–81
groups

dynamics of, 192–193, 196–197
identification with, 191–192, 195–196

Growing, Growing, Gone (math activity),
112–113

handwriting, 74–87
higher–order cognition, in reading,

58–59
holding back, advantages of, 202
homeschooling

curriculum for, 4, 12–13, 37
increasing independence in, 194

independence, increasing, 193–194
Internet, as supplementary, 14
It Lives in the Dirt (science activity), 142
It’s Alive! (science activity), 130–131

Journal Entry (writing activity), 90
Just Can’t Get Enough (math activity),

121–122

Kitchen Quantities (math activity),
113–114

knowledge, in learning taxonomy, 27, 58

language
as component of comprehension,

56–57
rules of writing and, 87–88

learning standards, 11
standards–based education and,

33–34, 189–190
state resources on, 36–37

learning styles, 23–26
Life Stages of a Butterfly (science activ-

ity), 148–149
Local Landmarks (social studies activity),

166–167
Long E (writing activity), 98–99
Looks Like––Sounds Like (reading 

activity), 47–48

Magnasounds (reading activity), 52–53
Make the Signs (social studies activity),

160
math, 103–125

component skills of, 103–104
environmental learning in, 124
number sense as component of,

104–110
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operations as component of, 111–117
problem solving as component of,

117–124
readiness for second grade in, 200

Measuring Mystery (math activity),
119–120

memory
as component of comprehension, 58
in writing, 88

Memory (writing activity), 86–87
Money Honey (number sense activity),

110
Mother, May I? (social studies activity),

155–156
Mothers and Babies (science activity),

149–150
My Machine (science activity), 134

Name Game (reading activity), 44
National Holiday Scramble (social studies

activity), 162–163
National Subject Area Association 

learning standards, 3
national symbols, in social studies,

154–155, 160–168
number sense, in math, 104–110

observation, assessment through, 186
Ocean Life (science activity), 141
operations, in math, 111–117
Orange You Hungry? (math activity),

122–123
Ownership (writing activity), 93–94

participation, parent, 10
Parts of a Whole (science activity),

134–135
Party Planning (math activity), 120–121
Personal Holiday (social studies activity),

167
physical learning style, 23–26
Piaget, Jean, 15, 26
Pick It! (reading activity), 50–51
play, of first graders, 19–21
playground, social issues on, 196–197
portfolios, assessment through, 186
Prefixes (writing activity), 99–100
preoperational stage, of cognitive devel-

opment, 16

private schools, 10–11
learning standards in, 34–35
parent influence in, 37

problem solving
in cognitive development, 179–180
as component of math, 117–124

Puppet Master (reading activity), 67–68

Quiz Show (reading activity), 55–56

reading
comprehension in, 39, 56–70
decoding in, 40–56
environmental learning in, 70–71, 102
higher–order cognition in, 58–59
readiness for second grade in,

199–200
skills comprising, 39

reading levels, 127
reasoning, in cognitive development, 181
repeating grade, advantages of, 202
responsibility, 17
Rhyme and Write (writing activity),

81–82
Rock around the Clock (math activity),

114–115
rocks, soil, and water, in science, 135–143
Rocks (science activity), 139–140
Rolling Race (writing activity), 85–86
Rules of the Road (social studies activity),

157–159

Same Sounds (reading activity), 42–43
School Rules (social studies activity), 159
school secretaries, 10–11
school systems, 33, 36

evaluation of, 189–190
learning standards in, 34
parents and, 7–12, 37
public, 7–11
See also private school

science, 127
environmental learning in, 150
readiness for second grade in, 201
rocks, soil, and water in, 135–143
social studies and, 127, 154
studying changes in, 143–150
studying systems in, 128–135

Scrambled! (reading activity), 60–61
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second grade, moving on to, 199–202
See It! Hear It! Write It! (writing activity),

79–80
self–concept, 21, 202
sensorimotor stage, of cognitive develop-

ment, 16
Sentences (writing activity), 94–97
sequencing, 71
Shape It! (math activity), 105–106
Shaving Words (writing activity), 84–85
Shure, M. B., 177–178
Sidewalk Chalk (writing activity),

78–79
sight words, 40
Simple Machines (science activity),

132–133
Snacking on Plants (science activity),

129–130
social behavior, of first graders, 18–21,

191–202
social studies, 153–154

civics in, 154–160
communities and cultures in, 154,

168–174
environmental learning in, 174–175
national symbols in, 160–168
readiness for second grade in, 201
science and, 127, 154

software, as supplemental materials, 14
Sort the Sound (reading activity),

54–55
Sounds All Around (reading activity),

43
Sounds Like––Looks Like (reading 

activity), 48–49
special education

learning styles in, 24
for private school students, 10–11

Speedy Sounds (reading activity), 53–54
standards–based education. See learning

standards
state departments of education, 33

as resource, 36–37
subjects

supplemental materials for, 13–14
topical vs. skill–based, 3–4

Sum It Up! (math activity), 109
summer, retaining skills over, 202–203

supplemental materials, 13–14
Swallowed First? (reading activity), 62–63
synthesis, in cognitive learning taxonomy,

27, 59
systems, in science, 128–135

Tactile Alphabet (writing activity),
83–84

tactile–kinesthetic learning style, 23–26
Tag Reading (reading activity), 64–65
teachers

assessment by, 186–189
problems with, 9–10
relations with, 5, 8–9
as resource, 9

tests, 35, 185–190
helping child perform well on,

188–189
other assessment and, 185–187
standardized, 187–189
teaching to, 33, 187–188

thinking skills. See cognitive development
trade books, as supplemental materials,

13–14
transfers, 9–10

Using Capital Letters (writing activity),
92–93

Using the Earth (science activity),
138–139

visual learning style, 23–25
Vowel Tree (writing activity), 100–101

Water Conservation (science activity),
143

Weather Watching (science activity),
145–146

Which Is First? Who Is Second (reading
activity), 69

Word Shapes (writing activity), 75–76
Word Toss (writing activity), 77–78
writing, 73–102

component skills of, 73–74
environmental learning in, 102
readiness for second grade in, 200
rules of, 87–101
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