
1 The Best Views  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5

2 The Best Alaska Cruises  . . . . . . . . . . .6

3 The Best Glaciers  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7

4 The Most Beautiful Drives 
& Train Rides  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7

5 The Best Fishing  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8

6 The Best Tips for Cooking Salmon . . . .8

7 The Best Bear Viewing  . . . . . . . . . . . .9

8 The Best Marine Mammal Viewing  . .10

9 The Best Encounters with 
Native Culture  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .10

10 The Best Museums & Historic Sites  . .11

11 The Best Winter Destinations  . . . . . .11

12 The Strangest Community Events  . . .12

13 The Best Hotels  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .12

14 The Best Websites  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .13

Contents
List of Maps vii

What’s New in Alaska 1

The Best of Alaska 51

1 The Regions in Brief  . . . . . . . . . . . . .14

Alaska by the Numbers  . . . . . . . . . .15

2 When to Go  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .16

Only-in-Alaska Events . . . . . . . . . . . .20

Alaska Calendar of Events  . . . . . . . .21

3 Cost & Money  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .23

Native Art: Finding the Real Thing  . .24

4 Getting There & Getting Around  . . . .26

5 Escorted Tour or Do-It-Yourself?  . . . .29

6 Planning an Outdoor Vacation  . . . . .33

A Salmon Primer  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .36

7 Entry Requirements  . . . . . . . . . . . . .41

8 Travel & Rental Car Insurance  . . . . . .44

Using the Internet on the Road  . . . .45

9 Health & Safety  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .45

10 Specialized Travel Resources  . . . . . . .51

11 Sustainable Tourism/Ecotourism  . . . .53

Fast Facts: Alaska . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .54

Planning Your Trip to Alaska 142

1 Southeast Alaska in a Week  . . . . . . .61

2 Two National Parks in a Week  . . . . .63

Itinerary Add-Ons  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .65

3 A 2-Week Grand Loop  . . . . . . . . . . .65

4 A Week in Alaska with Children  . . . .69

5 A Week of Alaska Winter Sports  . . . .71

Doubling Up the Seasons  . . . . . . . . .73

Suggested Alaska Itineraries 603

02_152881 ftoc.qxp  10/11/07  4:08 PM  Page iii

CO
PYRIG

HTED
 M

ATERIA
L



C O N T E N T Siv

1 Weighing Your Cruise Options  . . . . .76

2 The Best Cruise Experiences 
in Alaska  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .80

3 Booking Your Cruise  . . . . . . . . . . . .82

4 The Small-Ship Cruise Lines  . . . . . . .86

5 The Big-Ship Cruise Lines  . . . . . . . . .89

Cruising Alaska’s Coast 74

by Jerry Brown & Fran Wenograd Golden

4

1 Exploring Southeast Alaska . . . . . . . .97

2 Ketchikan: On the Waterfront  . . . . .104

Fast Facts: Ketchikan  . . . . . . . . . . .108

Majestic Misty Fjords  . . . . . . . . . . .118

3 Wrangell  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .120

Fast Facts: Wrangell  . . . . . . . . . . . .122

4 Petersburg: Unvarnished Threshold 
to the Outdoors  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .130

Fast Facts: Petersburg  . . . . . . . . . .132

5 Sitka: Rich Prize of Russian 
Conquest  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .139

Fast Facts: Sitka  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .143

Rent a Floathouse  . . . . . . . . . . . . .152

6 Juneau: Forest Capital  . . . . . . . . . .154

Fast Facts: Juneau  . . . . . . . . . . . . .157

A Juneau Walking Tour  . . . . . . . . .160

Remote Cabins on Foot  . . . . . . . . .169

A Day Trip to Tracy Arm  . . . . . . . . .171

Quick Bites in Juneau  . . . . . . . . . . .179

7 Glacier Bay National Park  . . . . . . . .180

8 Gustavus: Country Inns & Quiet  . . .184

9 Haines: Eagles & the 
Unexpected  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .189

Fast Facts: Haines  . . . . . . . . . . . . .190

10 Skagway: After the Gold Rush  . . . .197

The Gold Rush in Context . . . . . . . .200

Fast Facts: Skagway  . . . . . . . . . . . .202

Southeast Alaska 965

1 Essentials  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .212

Fast Facts: Anchorage  . . . . . . . . . .217

2 Where to Stay  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .217

3 Where to Dine  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .225

4 What to See & Do  . . . . . . . . . . . . .231

Walking Tour: Downtown 
Anchorage  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .232

5 Getting Outside  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .241

6 Shopping  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .247

7 Anchorage Nightlife  . . . . . . . . . . . .249

8 Out from Anchorage: Turnagain 
Arm & Portage Glacier  . . . . . . . . . .250

Tidal Wave . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .252

9 Out from Anchorage: Girdwood 
& Mount Alyeska  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .254

10 Out from Anchorage: The Matanuska
& Susitna Valleys  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .259

Anchorage & Environs 2106

02_152881 ftoc.qxp  10/11/07  4:08 PM  Page iv



C O N T E N T S v

1 Exploring the Kenai Peninsula 
& Prince William Sound  . . . . . . . . .263

2 The Seward Highway:
A Road Guide  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .265

3 Chugach National Forest:
Do-It-Yourself Wilderness  . . . . . . . .268

4 Whittier: Dock on the Sound . . . . . .273

5 Seward: Gateway to Resurrection 
Bay & Kenai Fjords  . . . . . . . . . . . . .278

Fast Facts: Seward  . . . . . . . . . . . . .281

6 Kenai Fjords National Park  . . . . . . .287

7 Cooper Landing: Road Meets River  .293

8 Kenai/Soldotna & Sterling:
Giant Salmon  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .295

Fast Facts: Kenai & Soldotna  . . . . .297

9 Kenai National Wildlife Refuge  . . . .302

10 Homer & Kachemak Bay: Cosmic 
Hamlet by the Sea  . . . . . . . . . . . . .304

Fast Facts: Homer . . . . . . . . . . . . . .308

Getting Your Fish Home  . . . . . . . . .315

11 Valdez  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .324

Fast Facts: Valdez . . . . . . . . . . . . . .326

12 Cordova: Hidden Treasure  . . . . . . . .331

Fast Facts: Cordova  . . . . . . . . . . . .334

The Kenai Peninsula & Prince William Sound 2627

Denali Changes  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .342

1 Planning a Visit to the Park  . . . . . .343

The Denali Highway: The 
Drivable Denali . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .346

2 Park Essentials  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .347

Train Choices  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .350

Fast Facts: Denali 
National Park  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .351

3 Denali by Shuttle Bus  . . . . . . . . . . .352

The Alaska-Ohio Name 
Game, Round 30  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .358

4 Denali on Foot: Day Hiking & 
Backpacking . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .359

5 Activities within the Park  . . . . . . . .361

First to the Top . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .362

6 Attractions & Activities outside 
the Park  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .365

7 Where to Stay  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .366

8 Where to Dine  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .372

9 Denali Nightlife  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .374

10 Denali Wilderness Lodges  . . . . . . . .374

11 Talkeetna: Back Door to Denali  . . . .375

Fast Facts: Talkeetna  . . . . . . . . . . .376

The Denali National Park Region 3418

1 Exploring the Interior  . . . . . . . . . . .381

Alaska’s Highways a la Carte  . . . . .382

2 Fairbanks: Alaska Heartland  . . . . . .384

Fast Facts: Fairbanks  . . . . . . . . . . .387

Seeing the Aurora Borealis  . . . . . . .391

The Roster of Rural Roads  . . . . . . .406

The Alaskan Interior 3809

02_152881 ftoc.qxp  10/11/07  4:08 PM  Page v



C O N T E N T Svi

3 Chena Hot Springs Road  . . . . . . . .408

4 The Dalton Highway  . . . . . . . . . . . .413

5 The Alaska Highway  . . . . . . . . . . . .416

Dawson City & Eagle: Detour 
into History  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .418

Fast Facts: Tok  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .420

Fast Facts: Delta Junction  . . . . . . . .421

6 The Glenn Highway  . . . . . . . . . . . .423

7 The Richardson Highway & 
Copper Center  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .425

8 Wrangell–St. Elias National Park 
& Kennecott  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .426

1 Exploring the Bush  . . . . . . . . . . . . .435

2 Kodiak: Wild Island . . . . . . . . . . . . .437

Fast Facts: Kodiak  . . . . . . . . . . . . .438

3 Katmai National Park  . . . . . . . . . . .443

Fast Facts: Katmai and Region  . . . .445

4 Unalaska/Dutch Harbor: Aleutian 
Boomtown  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .447

Fast Facts: Unalaska/
Dutch Harbor  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .448

The Aleutians: The Quiet 
after War  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .450

5 The Pribilof Islands: Birder’s 
Paradise  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .452

6 Nome: Arctic Frontier Town . . . . . . .453

Fast Facts: Nome  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .454

The Kotzebue Option  . . . . . . . . . . .458

7 Barrow: Way North . . . . . . . . . . . . .458

Fast Facts: Barrow  . . . . . . . . . . . . .461

8 Prudhoe Bay: Arctic Industry  . . . . . .464

The Bush 43410

1 Natural History: Rough Drafts 
& Erasures  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .467

2 Politics & History: Living a 
Frontier Myth  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .474

Dateline  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .474

3 The People: Three Ways to Win 
an Argument in Alaska  . . . . . . . . . .480

The Iditarod  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .482

An Alaska Glossary  . . . . . . . . . . . .486

Appendix: Alaska in Depth 466

Index 489

02_152881 ftoc.qxp  10/11/07  4:08 PM  Page vi



List of Maps

Southeast Alaska in a Week 62

Two National Parks in a Week 64

A 2-Week Grand Loop 67

A Week in Alaska With Children 70

A Week of Alaska Winter Sports 72

Southeast Alaska 98

Ketchikan 105

Wrangell 121

Petersburg 131

Sitka 141

Downtown Juneau 165

Juneau Beyond Downtown 175

Glacier Bay National Park 181

Haines 191

Skagway 199

Anchorage 213

Downtown Anchorage 219

Downtown Anchorage 
Walking Tour 233

Seward 279

Homer 305

Valdez 325

Cordova 333

Denali National Park 345

Fairbanks 385

Downtown Fairbanks 399

02_152881 ftoc.qxp  10/11/07  4:08 PM  Page vii


