


park’s center, and there you'll get a fla-
vor of the wild as rich as the Rockies
can offer. If you have experience,
you can go on your own—paddling
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Yellowstone Lake, backpacking along
Slough Creek, or telemark skiing the
powder around Shoshone Lake. See
chapter 11 for details.

3 The Best Wildlife Viewing

¢ Glacier National Park (MT): The
experience of watching wildlife amid
the imposing terrain of Glacier
National Park is tough to beat. With
a litde energy, you can see mountain
goats, moose, elk, and other native
animals in their natural habitat. Keep
a good distance, and be aware of any
and all bear restrictions and regula-
tions—the grizzly is the park’s unoffi-
cial mascot. See chapter 5.

* The Bob Marshall Wilderness
Complex (MT): Just south of Glac-
ier, in the Bob Marshall Wilderness

4 The Best Winter Vacations

* Skiing at Big Sky and Moonlight
Basin (MT; @ 800/548-4486 or
877/822-0430): In 2005, Big Sky
and Moonlight Basin connected their
trail systems, making for a combined
5,300 acres of terrain—the largest ski
area in the country. See p. 227.

* Wintering at Old Faithful (WY):
The chilly season in Yellowstone is
increasingly popular, and it’s bound to
be even more so now that the Old
Faithful Snow Lodge has been trans-
formed into a handsome, comfortable
facility. You can take a Snowcoach

Complex, roam a full complement of
Rocky Mountain wildlife—although
you have to wander into the back-
country to find it. See section 7, “The
Bob Marshall Wilderness Complex,”
in chapter 6.

The Lamar Valley (WY): You can see
wildlife in many parts of Yellowstone,
including the meadows across from
the Old Faithful complex. But the
richest trove of wildlife is in the parks
northeast corner, in the valley nick-
named “The Serengeti of North
America.” See chapter 11.

into the park, or cross-country ski or
snowshoe to the Lonestar Geyser and
other attractions. See p. 303.

Skiing at Jackson Hole Mountain
Resort (WY; @ 307/733-2292):
Jackson Hole offers a vertical drop
that will take your breath away. There
are a variety of ways to get to the bot-
tom, from double black diamonds to
intermediate slopes. Skiers who like a
challenge should come here and mix
the visit with some ballooning, tours
of the elk refuge, and other adven-
tures. See p. 311.

5 The Best Hotels & Resorts

* Many Glacier Hotel (Glacier
National Park, MT; @ 406/892-
2525): The best thing about Many
Glacier, apart from its elegant mien,
its friendly service, and its cozy
rooms, is the setting, along Swiftcur-

rent Lake and in the shadows of

Mount Grinnell and Mount Wilbur.
See p. 82.

* The Pollard (Red Lodge, MT;
© 800/765-5273): You can join Buf-
falo Bill on the guest register at The
Pollard, a historic spot that proves that
a hotel doesnt need to sprawl all over
the place to set the highest standard of
comfort and elegance. See p. 238.

¢ Old Faithful Inn (Yellowstone National
Park, WY; @ 307/344-7311): If you
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ever wonder whether there is really ceiling. You can find peace in the
art in architecture, look at the way upper balconies, or join the convivial
the rustic simplicity and monumental crowds around the big stone fireplace
structure of this inn make a perfect fit below. See p. 305.

just across the way from one of ¢ Four Seasons Resort Jackson Hole
nature’s most astonishing creations. A (Jackson, WY; @ 307/732-5000):
lattice of logs climbs to an 85-foot The newest—and most deluxe—
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lodging option in Teton Village, the

ultrastylish Four Seasons opened in

December 2004 and immediately set game in its storied history. After 8

a new standard for ski-in, ski-out lux- years and $1.2 million of restoration,

ury. See p. 320. the grand hotel reopened in 2002.
¢ The Occidental Hotel (Buffalo, WY; See p. 380.

® 307/684-0451): Born as a tent in

1878, The Occidental has burned to
the ground and been lost in a poker
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