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characterization as, 23–27
transcription of Socrates’s words by
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city (continued)
laws, refraining from overabundance

of, 67
as representation of human soul, 67–70
ruler selection, 65–66
Socrates’s creation of hypothetical in

Republic, 61–67
city-state, defined, 2
Clouds, The (Aristophanes), 23–24
color, Socrates’s examination of, 45
communal living, 71
Concerning Justice. See Republic (Plato)
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concept of, 12, 13
stories of, 63–64

Courage (Plato), 13
Cratylus (Plato), 16
Critas (Athenian politician), 4, 6
Critias (Plato), 18
Crito (Plato), 14

D
death

connection to philosophy, 16
Socrates’s statements on, 33–35, 37–38

debt, payment of, 57–58
Delphi, Oracle at, 25–26
democracy

Athenian, 2
examination in Republic, 78
Plato’s views on, 3, 6, 54, 56
Socrates’s views on, 4

desires, of the soul, 81
dialectic process of inquiry, 39, 77
Dion of Syracuse, 8–10
Dionysius I (king), 8
Dionysius II (king), 8–10, 16
division, of knowledge, 17
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analogy of the cave, 76–77
artistic, 53, 64–65
of city guardians in Republic, 62–66
importance of proper overall, 64–65
of philosopher rulers, 74, 76–78
physical, 65
of women, 71

elenctic method, 12, 17

enemy, definition of, 58
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Eros, concept of, 15
erotic dialogues, 15, 16
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Euthydemus (Plato), 16
Euthyphro (Plato), 13
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concept of, 13
Eros and, 15
Socrates’s statements in Apology, 29–30

expression, freedom of, 63

F
falsity, concept of, 18
foreshadowing, in Meno, 40, 51
Forms, Plato’s Theory of, 14, 16, 52, 53, 75
friend, definition of, 58

G
Glaucon (character in Republic), 55–57,

59–73, 77–82
gods, government approved, 63
good

analogies on nature of, 75
concept of good and evil, 13
Socrates’s statements in Apology, 29–30
Socrates’s statements in Meno, 46

Gorgias of Leontium (Sophist), 24, 40, 41,
43

Gorgias (Plato), 14
governance
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forms of, 78–81
justice in, 56
leader as personification of the Rule of

Life, 18
metaphysical concepts applied to, 15
philosophical ruler, 8, 9, 16, 54, 72–78
philosophy’s role in, 15, 17
virtue and, 43–44

Gynes the Lydian (shepherd), 60

H
happiness, 61, 66
harmony, concept of, 13
hemlock poisoning, Socrates’s death by, 38
Hippias Major, 13
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Hippias Minor, 13
Hippias of Elis (Sophist), 24
holiness, virtue of, 13
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desire to be honorable, 45
in timocracy, 79

horse trainer analogy, in Apology, 28–29

I
identity, concept of, 13
ignorance of the law, as valid defense, 30
immortal soul, 15, 47, 48, 82
immortality, concept of, 40
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Web sites, 84
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inquiry, paradox of, 47
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Athenian system of, 20–21, 35–36
within a city, 61–63, 67–70
compulsory nature of, 60
definition, 58–60
dispensing, 58, 61
examination in Gorgias, 14
rewards of, 60–61, 81–82
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as theme in Republic, 15, 53–54, 55–63
as universal Form, 14
virtue of, 43, 44

K
knowledge

belief, importance of, 52
collection and division, 17
conceit of, 34
concept of, 13
examination in Theatetus, 16
Paradox of Inquiry, 47
pleasure from, 81
realm of, 75–77

theory of recollection, 47–48, 49
as universal Form, 14
virtue as a form of, 49–50

Kritas, 10

L
Laches (Plato), 7, 13
language, imperfection of, 15
Late Period, writings of Plato, 14–16
laws, refraining from overabundance of, 67
Laws, The (Plato), 10, 18, 53
learning, paradox of, 46–49
life, connection to philosophy, 16
line analogy, in Republic, 75–76
love

concept of, 15, 16
old age and, 57

Lycon (Athenian assembly member), 
20, 27, 36

Lysis (Plato), 13

M
mathematics

branches of, 77
line analogy, in Republic, 75–76
use for expressing the universe, 7–8,

14, 15
Mature Period, writings of Plato, 14–16
meaning, theory of, 16
Megara (school location), 7
Meletus (Athenian assembly member), 20,

21, 27–33, 35, 36
Memorabilia (Xenophon), 19
Menexenus (Plato), 16
Meno (Plato)

analogy of bees and virtue, 42
description, 16
foreshadowing, 40, 51
immortal soul, Socrates’s belief in,

47, 48
paradox of learning, 46–49
perspective on, 39–40
Plato’s Theory of Forms in, 52
recollection, theory of, 47–48, 49
simile use in, 46
Sophists, Socrates’s statements on,

50–51
virtue, definition of, 40–46
virtue, teaching, 49–51
writing of, 8, 39

Meno’s Paradox, 47
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Metaphor of the Cave, 53
metaphysics

application to everyday life, 17
influences on Plato, 5
origins of universe and, 18
Plato’s Mature Period examination

of, 15
music, instruction in, 62–63, 64–65

N
narrative, straightforward versus imitative, 64
natural philosopher, 23, 24, 31
naturalism, 16
nature, tying forces to conflicts of Man, 18
Nicias (Athenian general), 3–4
noble character, Socrates and quest for, 5
nonbeing, concept of, 18

O
old age, representation in Republic, 55, 57
oligarchy, 6, 78, 79–80
opinion, realm of, 75–77
Oracle at Delphi, 25–26
oral tradition, Socrates and, 4

P
Paradox of Inquiry, 47
Parmenides (Plato), 16
Parts of Animals (Aristotle), 17
patriotism, examination in Menexenus, 16
Peace of Nicias, 3
perception, methods of, 75–76
Perictone (father of Plato), 2
Persia, war with Athens, 4, 6
persuasion, Sophist teaching method, 23
Phaedo (Plato), 15, 16, 38, 40
Phaedrus (Plato), 15, 16
Pheidias (sculptor), 50
Philebus (Plato), 18
philosopher

education of, 74, 76–78
false, 74
natural, 23, 24, 31
pre-Socratic, 23, 31
society’s problems with, 74

philosophical ruler (philosopher-king), 8, 9,
16, 54, 72–78

philosophy
Euthydemus examination of, 16
Web sites, 84

Planeaux, Christopher (historian), 1, 2
Plato, life of

Academy, founding of, 8, 39
Aristotle and, 10
birth, 2
death, 10
Dionysius II, education of, 8–10, 16
early life, 2–4
family, 2
Socrates, defense of, 7
Socrates, meeting of, 4–5
Socrates, study with, 5
travels, 7–8

pleasure, nature of, 81
poetry

imitative, 82
instruction in, 62–63
of Plato, 5

Polemarchus (character in Republic), 
55–58, 78

politics
Plato’s avoidance of, 6, 7, 8
Plato’s family involvement in, 2–3, 4
Socrates’s views on, 34–35

Politicus (Plato), 18
Prodicus of Ceos (Sophist), 24
Protagoras (Plato), 7, 13
Protagoras (Sophist), 50
Pythagoras (mathematician), influence on

Plato, 7–8, 11, 14, 45

Q
questioning, by Socratic method, 12

R
rationality, concept of, 13
recollection, theory of, 47–48, 49
Republic (Plato)

Analogy of the Cave, 76–77
Book I, 56–60
Book II, 60–63
Book III, 63–66
Book IV, 66–70
Book V, 70–73
Book VI, 73–76
Book VII, 76–78
Book VIII, 78–80
Book IX, 80–82
Book X, 82
characters, 54–55
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city as representation of human soul,
67–70

communal living, 71
description, 16
education of city guardians, 62–66
forms of government, 78–81
justice defended by Socrates, 61
justice defined, 58–60
justice within a city, 61–63, 67–70
mathematical concept use in, 8
metaphysical concepts applied to

governance, 15
nature of good analogies, 75
organization of, 54
perspective on, 53–55
philosopher-kings, 72–78
role of women, 71–72
shepherd analogy, 59
Socrates as narrator, 54
stages of humanity represented in, 55
themes, 55–56
writing of, 8

rhetoric, Sophist teaching method, 23
right and wrong, determination through

reason, 14
romance, concept of, 15, 16
Rule of Life, 18
ruler

just, 59
lying by, 64
outward focus of, 59
philosopher-kings, 8, 9, 16, 54, 72–78
selection of, 65–66

S
sarcasm, by Socrates, 21, 24, 27
self-examination, 17
shape, Socrates’s examination of, 44, 45
shepherd analogy of justice, in Republic, 59
Sicily, 3–4, 8–9, 16
simile, use in Meno, 46
Simonides (wise man), 58
social stratification, maintaining, 66
Socrates

death, 7, 11, 38
divine vision, 6, 12, 20, 22
eulogy for, 16
meeting Plato, 4–5
oral tradition, 4
as Plato’s teacher, 5
role of narrator in Republic, 54

Thirty Tyrants, connection to, 6–7, 20
virtue (theme), 5, 6, 20, 22

Socrates, trial of
atheism, charge against Socrates,

31–33, 35
charges against Socrates, 7
eloquence, denial by Socrates, 22
final statements by Socrates, 37–38
guilt by reputation, 23–27
historical perspective, 19–21
natural philosopher, Socrates denial of

characterization as, 23, 24
opening statements, 21–22
sentencing, 36–37
Sophist, Socrates denial of

characterization as, 23–27
students of Socrates at, 7, 35
unpreparedness of Socrates, 22
verdict, 7, 35–37
wisdom, Socrates’s statements on,

25–27, 33–34
Socratic dialogues, 7, 12–14. See also specific

works
Socratic method, 12
Socratic Period, writings of Plato, 11–14
Sophistes (Plato), 18
Sophists, 20, 23–24, 25, 50–51, 59
Sophocles (poet), 57
soul

city as representation of, 67–70
elements of, 69
forms of desire, 81
immortality of, 15, 47, 48, 82
musical training effect on, 64
types, 70
in a tyranny, 80–81

Sparta
governance examined in Republic,

78, 79
Thirty Tyrants, connection to, 6–7,

20, 57
war with Athens, 3–4, 6

Statesman, The (Plato), 18
strength, justice and, 59
Sun analogy, in Republic, 75
Symposium (Plato), 8, 15, 16

T
teaching

qualifications for, 50, 51
of virtue, 49–51
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temperance
in a city, 68
stories of, 64
virtue of, 13, 43

Temperance (Plato), 13
Theatetus (Plato), 16
themes, of Republic, 55–56. See also specific

themes
Themistocles (Athenian), 57
Theory of Forms (Plato’s), 14, 16, 52, 53, 75
Thirty Tyrants (Athenian puppet

government), 4, 6–7, 20, 56–57, 79
Thrasymachus (character in Republic), 55,

58–60, 70
Thucydides (Athenian), 51
Timaeus (Plato), 18
timocracy, 79
truth

concept of, 13
stories on, 64

tyranny, 78, 80–81

U
unexamined life, Socrates’s statement on, 37
universal constants, 14
universe

mathematics use for expressing, 7–8,
14, 15

origin of, 18
pre-Socratic philosopher and, 23, 31

Utopian state, 53

V
vice, in human soul, 70
virtue

as a belief, 52
commonality of, 42, 44
definition of, in Meno, 40–46

in human soul, 70
learning of, 13
Plato and, 5, 13, 16
power of governing mankind, 43–44
Socrates, importance of theme to, 5, 6,

12, 20, 22
Socrates’s bee analogy, 42
teaching of, 49–51
as universal Form, 14

W
war, origin of, 62
water clock, 7
wealth

benefit of, 57
limiting, 66

Web sites, 84
wisdom

in a city, 68
happiness and, 81
of philosopher rulers, 72–78
Socrates and, 25–27, 33–34

women, role in Socrates’s hypothetical city,
71–72

writings of Plato. See also specific titles
disputed attribution, 18
Late Period, 14–16
letters, 18
main works, list of, 83
Mature Period, 14–16
Socratic Period, 11–14

X
Xenophon (historian), 19, 22

Y
youth, representation in Republic, 55
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