
Customizing OS X

Apple is rightfully proud of the user interface design incorporated into
the Macintosh OS X family of operating systems. The interface is easy

to use, and it’s also easy to customize so that your Mac looks and behaves
the way you want.

This chapter shows you how to customize various parts of the OS X inter-
face, including

➟ Desktop: You can change the color scheme of your desktop or use
a picture as your background.

➟ Display: You can also change the size of the desktop display, use
a custom screen saver, and adjust the way the clock appears.

➟ Dock: The OS X Dock normally resides at the bottom of the screen
and gives quick access to your most commonly used programs. You
can move the Dock, add or remove items, and change the way the
Dock appears.

➟ Keyboard and Accessibility: Mac OS X can accommodate most
accessibility needs, and common keyboard shortcuts can be
changed, too.

➟ Exposé: Switch quickly between programs with this OS X tool.

➟ Spaces: If you’re tired of constantly re-arranging your desktop,
create and easily move between multiple virtual workspaces using
Leopard’s new Spaces feature.
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Access System Preferences
1. Open the Apple menu by clicking the Apple icon in the

upper-left corner of the screen.

2. Choose System Preferences from the Apple menu to reveal
the System Preferences screen, as shown in Figure 1-1.

You can also open System Preferences from the Dock.

3. Click a preference icon to open a group of settings.

To return to the main System Preferences window, click the Show
All button at the top of any individual settings screen.

Modify the Desktop Appearance
1. Open System Preferences and then click the Appearance

icon.

2. Click the Appearance menu and then choose a color
scheme for the overall appearance of the interface (see
Figure 1-2).

3. Click the Highlight Color menu and choose a highlight
color for selected text.

4. Use the Place Scroll Arrows radio buttons to choose
whether you want scroll arrows right next to each other
or placed at the top and bottom of scroll bars.

5. Select other scroll bar options as desired.

If you find that your computer freezes momentarily or responds
slowly when scrolling through documents, deselect the Use Smooth
Scrolling option.

Figure 1-1: Start with the System Preferences window to change OS X settings.

Figure 1-2: Change the color and other appearance settings.➟6
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6. Choose the maximum number of items that are dis-
played in Recent Items menus for Applications,
Documents, and Servers.

7. Click Show All to return to the main System Preferences
screen.

8. Click the Desktop & Screen Saver icon.

9. In the Desktop & Screen Saver settings window that
appears, click the Desktop button to bring Desktop set-
tings to the front (see Figure 1-3), if they aren’t shown
already.

10. Click an image folder on the left side of the settings
window and then choose a picture or swatch on the
right to use as your desktop background. Choices
include

• Apple Images: These are standard background graph-
ics supplied with OS X.

• Themed images: OS X also includes stock photos of
nature scenes, plants, and other things, which can be
used as desktop backgrounds.

• Solid Colors: Choose a color swatch to make your
desktop background a solid color.

• Pictures Folder: Click this to use any image from
your Pictures folder, as shown in Figure 1-4.

11. Using the menu at the top of the Desktop window,
choose whether you want to tile smaller images or
stretch them to fill the whole screen.

Enable the Change Picture check box at the bottom of the screen to
automatically change the background image periodically. By using
this feature, you can turn your desktop into a slide show.

Figure 1-3: Click the Desktop button to bring desktop settings to the front.

Figure 1-4: You can use almost any picture as your desktop background. ➟7
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