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A
Acosta, Adela, 100
Analytic: defined, 27
Analytic evaluation, 11
Analytic rubric, holistic rubric compared to, 11
Anchor packet, assembling/labeling, 42
Anchor papers: defined, 27, 40; power of, 54;

and scorers, 44; selection of, 39, 40–42
Assessment-based writing, teaching, 4–5
Assessment process, learning from, 47–56
Audience, defined, 27
Audience awareness, defined, 27

B
Batch sheet form, 177
Beauprez, Jennifer, 146
Behavior, defined, 27
Benchmark, defined, 27
Biases, 26
Binder paper, 17
“Boar Out There,” responding to, 105–110;

getting started, 105–110; planning,
107–108; reading, 106–107; revising and
editing, 109; scoring guide, 110; self-assess-
ment, 109; thinking and talking, 107–108;
writing prompt, 108

“Bonds Is a Double Hero” (Justice), 94–95

C
Carhart, Thad, 80–81
“Childhood Passion, A” lesson: getting started,

65; “Lash La Rue” (Spinelli), 66; planning,
68; planning guide, 68; reading, 66; revising
and editing, 68; scoring guide, 70; self-
assessment, 68; thinking and talking, 66–67;
writing about, 65–70; writing prompt, 68

Clarity of Position and Support of
Argument, 14

Classroom communities, 23
Classroom evaluation, 26
Clever, defined, 27
College Board, writing sample requirement, 4
Commendable, defined, 27
Community assessment, planning, 38–39
Community scoring, 37–46; making time for,

39–40; participants in, 40; staging, 42–46;
steps in preparing for, 41–42

Conventions, defined, 27
“Cormorant’s Tale, The,” responding to,

111–116; getting started, 111; planning,
113–114; reading, 112; revising and edit-
ing, 115; scoring guide, 116; self-assessment,
115; thinking and talking, 113–114; writing
prompt, 115

Correctness, 10
Curriculum standards, 4

D
Descriptions, 8, 54
Descriptive strategies, defined, 27
Descriptive writing, features of, 30
Develop, defined, 27
Dialogue, defined, 27
Diction, defined, 27
Dictionaries, use of, 19
Disaggregate, defined, 27
Distracting, defined, 27
Dorris, Michael, 72–74

E
“Education is the Key to Latino Success”

(Torres-Benavides), 132–133
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Effective writing instruction, 5–6
Elaboration, defined, 27
Engaging, defined, 27
Errors, defined, 27
Essays, difference between journal entries

and, 54
Exemplars, defined, 27

F
Facilitator: and scoring session, 42; selection

of, 38
Final scores, recording, 39, 46
First reads, 44
Fitting conclusion, defined, 27
Focused biography, scoring guide, 98
Folders, 18
“Forgiving Dad” (Gundersen), 88–89

G
General, defined, 27
General rubrics, 10
Generate, defined, 27
Getting started, phase description, 13, 16
Good prompts, 9–10
Grade-level writing/scoring, scheduling of,

38–39
Grades, 47–48
Group writing, 37
Gundersen, Erik, 88–89

H
Handwriting, 10
Header, 17
“Here’s Something Cool!” lesson, 117–122; get-

ting started, 117; “Never Miss Anything
Again on Television” (“Cutting Edge,” Marin
Independent Journal), 118; note-taking grid
for product, 120; organizing chart for intro-
ducing a cool product, 120; planning, 120;
reading, 118; revising and editing, 121; scor-
ing guide, 122; self-assessment, 121; thinking
and talking, 119; writing prompt, 121

Holistic, defined, 27
Holistic assessment, 10–11
Holistic evaluation, 11
Holistic rubrics, 8, 10–11; and complexity of

writing, 11; value of, 17–18
“House on Fire” lesson, 87–92; “Forgiving

Dad” (Gundersen), 88–89; getting started,

87; planning, 90; planning guide, 90; prob-
lems/issues from the past (chart), 87; read-
ing, 88–89; revising and editing, 91; scoring
guide, 92; self-assessment, 91; thinking and
talking, 89; writing prompt, 91

Hyperbolic, defined, 28

I
“I Have an Oasis” (McNaughton), 60
Image, defined, 28
Information writing, scoring guide, 122
Instructional process, 15–16; planning support,

16; prewriting activities, 15–16; writing 
assignment, 16

Interior, defined, 28
Interior monologue, defined, 28
Interpretation, defined, 28

J
Jumping to conclusions: in persuasive

writing, 167
“Junk Food Lunches?” lesson, 21, 123–129;

getting started, 123–124; My Normal Diet
chart, 123; planning, 127; planning chart,
127; reading, 124–125; revising and edit-
ing, 128; “School Vending Machines Dis-
pensing Junk” (Center for Science in the
Public Interest), 124–125; scoring guide,
129; self-assessment, 128; thinking and
talking, 125–126; writing prompt, 128

Justice, Richard, 94–95

K
“Key to Success” lesson, 131–136; “A person

is successful when. . .” (chart), 131;
“Education is the Key to Latino Success”
(Torres-Benavides), 132–133; getting
started, 131; planning, 134; planning chart,
134; reading, 132–133; revising and 
editing, 135; scoring guide, 136; self-
assessment, 135; thinking and talking, 133;
writing prompt, 135

L
Labeling papers, 16–17, 40
Language, defined, 28
Larger-scale writing assessments, using

prompts in, 37–46
“Lash La Rue” (Spinelli), 66
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Leadership team: scores, adjusting, 43; selec-
tion of, 38

“Learning to Learn: The Best Strategy for Over-
all Student Achievement” (Westhaver),
138–139

Lesson-prompts, structure of, 15
Lessons: extending the writing time, 18–19;

“Getting Started” section, 13; introduction,
13; “Planning” section, 14; “Reading” sec-
tion, 13; “Revising and Editing” section, 14;
“Scoring Guide” section, 14; staging/timing,
15; “Thinking and Talking” section, 13–14;
tips for succeeding with, 18; understanding/
teaching, 13–19; variations on moving
through, 18–19; weaving into a year-long
writing program, 21–24; writing genres,
21–23; “Writing Prompt” section, 14

“Life Lessons” (Acosta), 100
“Lucky Breaks” lesson, 21, 99–104; “Life Lessons”

(Acosta), 100; “Lucky Breaks I’ve Experiences
or Observed” (chart), 99; planning, 102;
reading, 100; revising and editing, 103; scor-
ing guide, 104; self-assessment, 103; thinking
and talking, 101; writing prompt, 103

M
Margins, 10
Mastery, defined, 28
McNaughton, Colin, 60
Mechanics, defined, 28
Metaphors, 54
Mistakes, in scoring, 47
Monologue, defined, 28
“Musical Ordeal” (Carhart), 80–81
“My Special Place” (student paper), 31–32

N
Narrative: defined, 28
Narrative writing: scoring guide, 104; strate-

gies, 169
“Never Miss Anything Again on Television”

(“Cutting Edge,” Marin Independent
Journal), 118

“New Car Technologies Enter the Main-
stream” (Squatriglia), 152–153

O
One-liner prompts, and spontaneous

writing, 5–6

Organization, 10; defined, 28
Outlying scorers, converting, 43
Outside class, writing, 19
Oversimplification, in persuasive writing, 168

P
Papers: labeling, 16–17; scoring, 29
Passive voice, overuse of, 54
Patterns, looking for, 54
Personal comment, adding to paper, 47
Personal description, scoring guide, 78
“Personal Hero, A” lesson, 21, 93–98; “Bonds Is

a Double Hero” (Justice), 94–95; getting
started, 93; planning, 96; planning guide, 96;
reading, 94–95; revising and editing, 97;
scoring guide, 98; self-assessment, 97; think-
ing and talking, 95–96; writing prompt, 97

Personal narrative, scoring guide, 70, 86, 92
“Personal Oasis, A” lesson, 21; getting started,

59; “I Have an Oasis” (McNaughton), 60;
planning, 62–3; planning guide, 62; revis-
ing and editing, 63; scoring guide, 64; self-
assessment, 63; sketch of, 59; thinking and
talking, 60–61; writing about, 59–64; writ-
ing prompt, 63

Persuasive writing, jumping to conclusions, 171;
oversimplification, 172; pitfalls, 171–172; red
herrings, 172; scoring guide, 129, 136, 150,
159; stereotyping, 172

“Place, A” (student paper), 34–35
Planning: “Boar Out There,” responding to,

107–108; “Childhood Passion, A” lesson, 68;
“Cormorant’s Tale, The,” responding to,
113–114; “Here’s Something Cool!” lesson,
120; “House on Fire” lesson, 90; “Junk Food
Lunches?” lesson, 127; “Key to Success”
lesson, 134; “Lucky Breaks” lesson, 102;
“Personal Hero, A” lesson, 96; “Personal
Oasis” lesson, 62–63; phase description, 14,
16; “School Improvement, A” lesson, 141;
“Something About Me You May Not Know”
lesson, 75; “Time to Go Alternative?” lesson,
155; “Unlikely Thieves” lesson, 148

Planning chart: “Junk Food Lunches?” lesson,
127; “Key to Success” lesson, 134; “Time to
Go Alternative?” lesson, 155

Planning guide: “Childhood Passion, A” lesson,
68; “House on Fire” lesson, 90; “Personal
Hero, A” lesson, 96; “Personal Oasis, A”
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Planning guide (continued)
lesson, 62; “Something I’ll Never Forget”
lesson, 84; “Unlikely Thieves” lesson, 148

Planning support, 16
Plurals, 54
Precise, defined, 28
Preponderance of evidence, in student 

writing, 43
Preprinted form, 17
Prewriting activities, 7–8, 15–16
Problem solution writing, scoring guide, 143
Proficient, defined, 28
Prompt-lessons, 8
Prompted to Write model, 7–11; holistic assess-

ment, 10–11; quality writing prompts, 8–9;
structured prewriting activities, 7–8; timed
writing practice, 9–10; weaving into a year-
long writing program, 23–24

Prompts, 9–10; defined, 9; using in larger-scale
writing assessments, 37–46

Q
Quality writing prompts, 8–9

R
Reading, phase description, 13, 16
“Recording Industry Has Tough Sell to Beat

Free Music” (Beauprez), 146
Red herrings, in persuasive writing, 172
“Referred to a Counselor” label, 45
Relevant, defined, 28
Resegregating papers, 46
Responding to literature, scoring guide, 110
Responding to poetry, scoring guide, 116
Results, 48–51
Revising and editing: “Boar Out There,” re-

sponding to, 109; “Childhood Passion, A”
lesson, 68; “Cormorant’s Tale, The,” re-
sponding to, 115; “Here’s Something Cool!”
lesson, 121; “House on Fire” lesson, 91;
“Junk Food Lunches?” lesson, 128; “Key to
Success” lesson, 135; “Lucky Breaks” lesson,
103; “Personal Hero, A” lesson, 97; Personal
Oasis lesson, 63; phase description, 14, 16;
“School Improvement, A” lesson, 142;
“Something About Me You May Not Know”
lesson, 77; “Time to Go Alternative?” lesson,
156; “Unlikely Thieves” lesson, 149

Rewrites, 56

Rubric features, defined, 28
Rubric tip sheet, 26
Rubrics: applying holistically, 25–33; cus-

tomized, 11; introducing, 17–18; modifying
to become checklists, 17–18; rereading, 26

S
Scaffolded instruction, 8
Scheduling, of writing assessments, 38–39
Schema building, 13
School Improvement lesson, 137–143; getting

started, 137; “Learning to Learn: The Best
Strategy for Overall Student Achievement”
(Westhaver), 138–139; planning, 140–141;
Problems at School (chart), 137; reading,
138–139; revising and editing, 142; scoring
guide, 143; self-assessment, 142; thinking
and talking, 139–140; writing prompt, 142

“School Vending Machines Dispensing Junk”
(Center for Science in the Public Interest),
124–125

Schoolwide writing assessments, 37
Score point box, 43
Score point distribution, 49–50; for groups of

students, 50
Scorers, discussing scores with, 43
Scores, recording methods, 45
Scoring, 39
Scoring day, 33–36
Scoring events, planning, 38–39
Scoring guide, 8; “Boar Out There”, 110; “Cor-

morant’s Tale, The,” responding to, 116;
defined, 28; “Here’s Something Cool!”
lesson, 122; “House on Fire” lesson, 92;
“Junk Food Lunches?” lesson, 129; “Key to
Success” lesson, 136; “Lucky Breaks” lesson,
104; narrative writing, 104; “Personal Hero,
A” lesson, 98; “Personal Oasis, A” lesson, 64;
persuasive writing, 129, 136, 150, 157;
problem solution writing, 143; for revising
writing about a place, 55; School Improve-
ment lesson, 143; “Something About Me
You May Not Know” lesson, 78; “Some-
thing I’ll Never Forget” lesson, 86; “Time
to Go Alternative?” lesson, 157; “Unlikely
Thieves” lesson, 150; for writing about a
place, 30–32

“Scoring Guide” section, 14
Scoring papers, 26–36; benefits to students, 53
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Scoring process, 26
Scoring session, staging, 43–45
Second reads, 45–46
Self-assessment: “Boar Out There”, 109; “Child-

hood Passion, A” lesson, 68; “Cormorant’s
Tale, The,” responding to, 115; “Here’s
Something Cool!” lesson, 121; “House on
Fire” lesson, 91; “Junk Food Lunches?”
lesson, 128; “Key to Success” lesson, 135;
“Lucky Breaks” lesson, 103; “Personal Hero,
A” lesson, 97; “Personal Oasis, A” lesson, 63;
“School Improvement, A” lesson, 142;
“Something About Me You May Not Know”
lesson, 77; “Time to Go Alternative?” lesson,
156; “Unlikely Thieves” lesson, 149

Sentence combining, 54
Sentence type, defined, 28
Sentence-type repetition, avoiding, 54
“Showing” writing, defined, 28
Significance, defined, 28
“Something About Me You May Not Know”

lesson, 71–78; getting started, 71–72; plan-
ning, 75; reading, 72–74; revising and edit-
ing, 77; scoring guide, 78; self-assessment,
77; “Star Boy” (Dorris), 72–74; thinking
and talking, 74–75; writing about yourself,
planning chart for, 76; writing prompt, 77

“Something I’ll Never Forget” lesson, 21; get-
ting started, 79–80; “Musical Ordeal”
(Carhart), 80–81; planning, 84; planning
guide, 83–84; reading, 80–81; revising
and editing, 85; scoring guide, 86; self-
assessment, 85; thinking and talking,
81–83; writing prompt, 85

Specific, defined, 28
Spinelli, Jerry, 66
Spontoneous writing, practice at, 5–6
Squatriglia, Chuck, 152–153
“Star Boy” (Dorris), 72–74
Stereotyping, in persuasive writing, 167–168
Sterling, Richard, 23
Strategies, defined, 28
Structure, defined, 28
Structured prewriting activities, 7–8
Student-centered, meaning-based instruc-

tional programs, 4
Student examples, power of, 54; using, 17–18
Student exemplars, 14–15, 18, 159–168; com-

mendable achievement, 160–161; developing

achievement, 168; nearly proficient achieve-
ment, 165–167; proficient achievement,
162–164

Student writing, evaluating, 25–36
Students, student score/rescore methods, 51–53;

teaching to score, 35–36; training to score/
rescore the writing, 51–53; wrap-ups, 53

Subject-verb agreement, 54; defined, 28
Supporting a claim, defined, 28
Syntax, defined, 28

T
“Telling” writing, defined, 28
Test-free education, 4
Testing/teaching gap, bridging, 3–6
Thinking and talking: “Boar Out There”,

107–108; “Childhood Passion, A” lesson,
66–67; “Cormorant’s Tale, The,” respond-
ing to, 113–114; “Here’s Something Cool!”
lesson, 119; “House on Fire” lesson, 89;
“Junk Food Lunches?” lesson, 125–126;
“Key to Success” lesson, 133; “Lucky
Breaks” lesson, 101; “Personal Hero, A”
lesson, 95–96; “Personal Oasis, A” lesson,
60–61; phase description, 13–14, 16;
“School Improvement, A” lesson, 139–140;
“Something About Me You May Not
Know” lesson, 74–75; “Time to Go Alterna-
tive?” lesson, 154; “Unlikely Thieves” les-
son, 147

Time limits, holding to, 18
“Time to Go Alternative?” lesson, 151–157;

Alternative Fuel Vehicles: What We Know
(chart), 152; getting started, 151–152;
“New Car Technologies Enter the Main-
stream” (Squatriglia), 152–153; planning,
154; planning chart, 154; reading, 152–153;
revising and editing, 156; scoring guide,
157; self-assessment, 156; thinking and
talking, 154; writing prompt, 155

Timed writing practice, 9–10
Title, 10
Torres-Benavides, Mauricio, 132–133
Training day, 33
Training packet: assembling/labeling, 42;

reading/scoring papers in, 43
Training packet grid, 44
Training papers, 54; defined, 28; and scorers,

44; selection of, 39, 40–42; unlabeled, 41
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Training session, 39
Transitions, defined, 29

U
Unbatching papers, 46
Underdeveloped, defined, 29
“Unlikely Thieves” lesson, 145–150; Down-

loading Music from the Internet (chart),
147; getting started, 145; Music Download
Planning Guide, 148; planning, 148; read-
ing, 146; “Recording Industry Has Tough
Sell to Beat Free Music” (Beauprez), 146;
revising and editing, 149; scoring guide,
150; self-assessment, 149; Sharing Ideas
about Music (chart), 145; thinking and
talking, 147; writing prompt, 149

V
Visualize, defined, 29
Vivid, defined, 29
Voice, defined, 29

W
Westhaver, Mona, 138–139
Whole-school writing/scoring, scheduling

of, 38–39
Writer’s Workshop: advantages/disadvantages

of, 5; defined, 5
Writing: matching to rubric, 29; strengths,

identifying, 29

Writing about yourself, planning chart: for
“Something About Me You May Not
Know,” 76

Writing assessments, 4; scheduling of, 38–39
Writing assignment, 16
Writing genres, 21–23; defined, 29
Writing instruction: effective, 5–6; meaning-

ful, 3–4
Writing instruction continuum, connecting

both ends of, 6
Writing partners, 18
Writing programs, 4
Writing prompt: “Boar Out There”, 109;

“Childhood Passion, A” lesson, 68; “Cor-
morant’s Tale, The,” 115; “Here’s Some-
thing Cool!” lesson, 121; “House on Fire”
lesson, 91; “Junk Food Lunches?” lesson,
128; “Key to Success” lesson, 135; “Lucky
Breaks” lesson, 103; “Personal Hero, A”
lesson, 97; “Personal Oasis, A” lesson, 63;
phase description, 14; “School Improve-
ment” lesson, 142; “Something About Me
You May Not Know” lesson, 77; “Time to
Go Alternative?” lesson, 155; “Unlikely
Thieves” lesson, 149

Writing sample form, 173–176
Writing tests, 4; and prompts, 9
Writing time, extending, 18–19
Writing types, 22
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