




Installing Visual Web Developer
Visual Web Developer 2005 Express Edition is available along with SQL Server 2005 Express Edition on
the CD-ROM included with this book. Both are also available for download (along with other “Express”
products) from Microsoft at http://msdn.microsoft.com/express. You can install it on Windows 98,
Windows 2000 Professional or Server, Windows XP with Service Pack 2, or Windows Server 2003. In this
book, you will see it running on both Windows XP and Windows Server 2003. Installation is easy, as you
will see in the following step-by-step guide, and there is no other configuration required after installation.

Step by Step — Using the Setup Wizard
Follow these steps to use the Setup Wizard:

1. If you are installing from the book’s CD-ROM and the installer doesn’t automatically begin
when you insert the CD, double click on setup.exe to start the Setup Wizard. If you downloaded
the software, double-click on the downloaded program file to start the Setup Wizard. In the
Setup Wizard, step through the screens that concern providing feedback and accepting the
license agreement. You may also have to install other updates, such as XP Service Pack 2 or the
latest Windows Installer, during this process, and these may require a reboot during the 
installation.

2. Continue to click Next until you reach the Installation Options page that shows the list of prod-
ucts for installation (Figure 1-2). Make sure that SQL Server 2005 Express Edition is included,
and it is also a good idea to install the MSDN Express Library as well. You will see references to
help topics in these pages in various places within this book.

Figure 1-2: Installation Options page

If you would like to read more about the installation and any issues it may have, then you can click the
Readme link on the installation options screen (Figure 1-2).
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3. Click Next. In the Destination Folder page (see Figure 1-3), confirm the path where VWD will be
installed. It is recommended that you leave it set to the default. This page shows a summary of
the products for installation, and the disk space requirements.

Figure 1-3: Destination Folder page

4. Click Install to start the installation. After it completes, you will find entries in the Programs 
section of your Start menu for Visual Web Developer and SQL Server. The SQL Server section
includes a tool that you can use to set the configuration options for SQL Server if you want to
change the services or protocols it uses. This may be necessary if you want to be able to access
SQL Server from another machine, but no changes are required when accessing it from the local
machine (as you will see in this book).

5. Start up VWD to confirm that it has been successfully installed. You will see the Start Page and
some empty docked windows, as shown in Figure 1-4.
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Figure 1-5: Options dialog box

7. You can also exert a lot more control over a wider range of settings by ticking the “Show all 
settings” checkbox at the bottom left of the Options dialog (see Figure 1-6). This displays a tree
with literally hundreds of settings available in more than 75 pages of options. Some of these of
these are not applicable to the kinds of files you will create in VWD, or when writing code using
Visual Basic 2005. However, the General pages in sections such as Environment, Help, Projects
and Solutions, Text Editor, and HTML Designer are worth a visit as you get used to using the
tool (and you now know where to look for these settings!).

Figure 1-6: Selecting the “Show all settings” checkbox
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2. If you are running Windows XP and you have Internet Information Services (IIS) installed, 
you must now grant the accounts named ASPNET and NETWORK SERVICE (under which
ASP.NET executes, depending on whether you installed SP2) the required permissions to access
the database provided with the example files. (This and the remaining steps are not required 
in Windows Server 2003, or if you do not have IIS installed.) In Windows Explorer, right-click
on the subfolder named App_Data within the skeleton folder and select Properties. In the
App_Data Properties dialog, select the Security tab and click the Add button to open the “Select
Users or Groups” dialog, as shown in Figure 1-8. Click the Locations button, and select the
name of your machine (not the domain it is part of) and click OK; then enter the account name
ASPNET in the text box and click the Check Names button. The full account name, including
the machine name, is underlined to indicate that is was located.

Figure 1-8: Select Users or Groups dialog

3. Click OK to return to the Select Users or Groups dialog, ensure the new entry ASPNET is selected
in the upper list, and select the Write option in the lower list box (see Figure 1-9); then click OK.
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Figure 1-9: Selecting the Write option

If you cannot see a Security tab in the App_Data Properties dialog, you have Simple File Sharing
enabled. Select Folder Options from the Tools menu, and select the View tab. At the bottom of the list,
uncheck the option named Use Simple File Sharing. This option does not appear in Windows Server
2003 because this operating system does not support simple file sharing. 

However, the Use Simple File Sharing option does not appear in Windows XP Home Edition either,
because this operating system uses only simple file sharing. In this case, you must restart your machine
and hold down the F8 key as it starts, and then select Safe Mode. Log in as Administrator after Windows
starts up in safe mode, and navigate to the C:\WebSites\PPQ folder in Windows Explorer. When you
right-click on the App_Data folder and select Properties, you will see that the Security tab has now
appeared. 

4. Now, repeat the process from step 2 to give Write permission to the NETWORK SERVICE
account for the App_Data folder within the skeleton folder of the examples. 

If you have not yet installed Service Pack 2 for Windows XP, you will not have an account named 
NETWORK SERVICE, and so you can skip step 3. 

5. Repeat the process again from step 2 to give Write permission to the ASPNET and NETWORK
SERVICE accounts for the App_Data folder within the completed folder of the examples. 

The application, including the database, is now installed and ready to use.
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Viewing the PPQ Example Database
With Visual Web Developer up and running, you can now look at the example database used for the
PPQ application. This demonstrates the database access features that VWD provides and will give you a
feeling for the way that the sample data is organized and used within the application. 

Step by Step — Viewing the PPQ Database
Follow these steps to view the PPQ database:

1. In VWD, select Open Web Site from the File menu and ensure that the File System option is
selected in the left-hand side of the dialog (see Figure 1-10). Select the folder named complete
within the examples, and click Open.

Figure 1-10: File System option
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2. The Web site is loaded into VWD, and the files that make up the application can be seen in the
Solution Explorer window. (If the Solution Explorer window is not visible, open it by selecting
Solution Explorer from the View menu.) As shown in Figure 1-11, notice that the database in the
App_Data folder is also visible.

Figure 1-11: Solution Explorer window

3. In fact, VWD has automatically attached the database to SQL Server Express. Select Database
Explorer from the View menu to open the Database Explorer window (see Figure 1-12). If 
you are prompted to give yourself “dbo” permission at his point, select “yes.” The Database
Explorer window shows the data connections set up for VWD to use. You will see the database
shown there as well, and you can expand the tree-view list to see the categories of objects for 
the database. (If, when you select the Database Diagrams entry, you are prompted to create the
items necessary to support diagramming click Yes.) As you select each item in the list, you see
details of this item appear in the Properties window, such as the connection string and provider
details that VWD is using to connect to SQL Server Express.
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Figure 1-12: Database Explorer window

The Solution Explorer and Database Explorer windows dock at the right-hand side of the main VWD
window by default, but you can drag any of the windows to a docked or floating position using their
title bars. As you drag, small arrow indicators become visible allowing you drop the window into
another one, or dock it at the side of the main VWD window. Use the drop-down menu (the “down-
arrow” icon) in the title bar or the Auto-Hide feature (the pin-shaped icon) to set up the window 
positions you require. If you cannot reorganize windows in the way you want to, you can go back to 
the original window layout using the Reset Window Layout command on the main Window menu.

4. Now that the database is available in VWD, you can test that it is working properly, and see the
kinds of data it contains. Right-click on the data connection name and select New Query from
the pop-up menu that appears (see Figure 1-13).
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