


THE BEST OF ALASKA'S SHIPS

1 The Best of Alaska’s Ships

* The Best Ships for Luxury: Luxury
in Alaska is defined in 2008 by the
midsized ships operated by Regent
Seven Seas and Silversea Cruises, the
latter returning to Alaska after a 1-year
absence. If you want a more casual
kind of luxury—a really nice ship
with a no-tie-required policy—the
Seven Seas Mariner offers just that on
an all-suite vessel (most cabins have
private balconies) with excellent cui-
sine. Silversea, on the other hand,
with its Silver Shadow, represents a
slick, Italian-influenced luxury experi-
ence with all the perks—big suite
cabins, fine food, fine linens, and fine
companions. Both lines include fine
wine and booze and gratuities in their
cruise fares. If you're more the small-
ship type, for the ultimate Alaska
experience in an intimate setting,
check out the yachts of American
Safari Cruises, where soft adventure
comes with luxury accoutrements.
The Best of the Mainstream Ships:
Every line’s most recent ships are
beautiful, but Celebrity’s Infinity is a
stunner as is its sister ship, Millen-
nium. These modern vessels, with
their extensive art collections, cushy
public rooms, and expanded spa
areas, give Celebrity a formidable
presence in Alaska. And the late-
model Sapphire Princess and Dia-
mond Princess (which both debuted
in 2004) have raised the art of build-
ing big ships to new heights. Both of
these vessels will again be in Inside
Passage service this year—departing
from Vancouver.

The Best of the Small Ships: Cruise
West is the biggest small-ship player
now that Clipper and Glacier Bay
Cruiseline have vanished from the
scene. Our fave of the fleet is the
Spirit of *98, which has the cool hook
of looking and feeling like a Victorian

steamship—although it was actually
built in 1984. And for real nostalgia,
Majestic Cruise Line’s Empress of the
North, a real stern-wheeler, is hard to
beat (the ship was out of service for a
time in 2007 after it hit some rocks
off Juneau, but was expected to be
operational in 2008). Sailing on the
Empress, watching the paddle wheel
throw spray, is to take a step back in
time to the golden age of steamboat
travel.

The Best Ships for Families: All the
major lines have well-established
kids’ programs. Holland America and
Norwegian Cruise Line win points in
Alaska for their special shore excur-
sions for kids and teens, and Carnival
gets a nod for offering shore excur-
sions for teens.

The Best Ships for Pampering: Its a
tossup—Celebrity’s Infinity and Mil-
lennium offer wonderful AquaSpas
complete with thalassotherapy pools
and a wealth of soothing and beauti-
fying treatments, and the solariums
on Royal Caribbean’s Rhapsody of the
Seas, Serenade of the Seas, and Radi-
ance of the Seas offer relaxing indoor
pool retreats. Luxury line Regent
Seven Seas, of course, pampers all
around. Ditto for the very posh Sil-
versea Cruises.

The Best Shipboard Cuisine: Regent
Seven Seas is tops in this category,
especially in the creative department,
although Silversea, with its emphasis
on preparation, has plenty to appeal
to foodies as well—you want your
filet rare, you'll get it rare. Of the
mainstream lines, Celebrity has
impressed in the past, though they
recently dropped their affiliation with
renowned French chef Michel Roux.
Dinner in the reservations-only spe-
cialty restaurants on both the Infinity
and the Millennium ($30 service
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THE BEST OF ALASKA CRUISING
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