
Symbols and Numerics
– (minus sign), 21
+ (plus sign), 21
1⁄4-inch seams, 105–106

• A •
accordion pleat, 138
acetate, 26
acrylic, 26
adding-machine tape, 140–141
air-soluble marker, 66
all-purpose foot, 18
all-purpose thread, 37
alterations. See also repairs

lengthening techniques, 326–327
loosening techniques, 335–337
rise adjustments, 333–335
shortening techniques, 325–326, 328–332
take-in techniques, 337–340

aluminum alloy shears, 9
American Sewing Guild, 369
appliqué, 345
apron, 262
armhole

facing, 112
set-in sleeves, 170–176
sleeveless, 163–169
staystitching process, 112

automatic buttonhole, 160

• B •
Baby Lock USA (sewing machine

company), 369
back waist length, 51
backstitching

centered zipper, 153
seam securing, 101–102
zigzag stitch, 102

ball fringe, 213
bartack, 160
basting

hand method, 77, 86–87
inseam pocket tips, 179
method, 86–87
overview, 86
thread color, 86
zipper tips, 150

batting, 312, 313–315
bed linens

decorative sheets and towels
project, 287–291

dust ruffle project, 291–299
duvet cover project, 299–302
fleece throw project, 283–287
neck roll project, 302

bed skirt, 291–299
beginning sewer, 359–362
belt, 338–340
Bernina of America, Inc. (sewing machine

company), 369
bias

definition, 58
illustration, 59
strip, 215–217
tape, 31

binding, 166–169
bishop sleeves, 260, 268
blank card, 40
blend, fabric, 27, 293
blind hem foot, 18, 114
blind hem stitch. See also hemming

hand method, 78–79, 123–124
sewing machine method, 81, 82, 124–125

blind tuck, 136
blouse

collage pocket project, 190
lengthening technique, 326–327
pillow project, 242–244
stain-covering appliqué, 191
tuck, 136–137
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blue-based color, 208, 209
bobbin

case, 19, 23
illustration, 17
knit hemming techniques, 126–127
needle threading tips, 73
overview, 19
shirring technique, 140–142
starting and stopping tips, 85–86

bobbin winding
bobbin winder, 19
clutch release, 20
overview, 19–20
shirring technique, 141

bodkin, 142, 145
body type, 180–181, 360
bolt, 30–31
boucle fringe, 213
bow, 270–271
bow-tie neck roll, 302
box pleat, 137
box springs, 292
box-edged pillow, 256–258
boxing strip, 256–258
braid

overview, 31
repair tools, 342
types, 211

broadcloth, 28
brocade, 28
Brother International (sewing machine

company), 370
bullion fringe

overview, 213
pillow projects, 221–222, 251–253

bunny ears, 246, 247
butterfly fringe, 213
button

box-edged pillow project, 256–258
greeting card project, 39–42, 92–95
hand sewing method, 88–90
illustration, 39
overview, 38
placement marking, 162
removal from card, 162
repair tools, 342

selection, 39
sewing machine method, 90–92
too-tight jacket, 335

button sewing foot, 18
buttonhole

marking method, 159
opening method, 161–162
overview, 157
pattern guide sheet, 157
sewing technique, 156–162
sizing, 158–159

• C •
cable cord, 212, 214–217
cafe rod, 263
casing

curtain fabric length, 265
definition, 142
piping creation, 214–215
piping ends, 219–220
sewing technique, 142–145

catalog, 49, 50
center back, 56
center front, 56
center needle position, 21
centered zipper, 150–153
chainette fringe, 213
chainstitch, 213
chair cover

bow-back cover, 306–311
throw project, 312–322

chair tie, 212
chalk, 11, 67
chambray, 28
chenille, 28
chevron pocket pattern, 188–189
chintz, 28
Christmas card project, 39–42
circle, 56
cleaning fabric

cord-edge trim, 212
filler cord, 212
fleece, 284
home decor fabrics, 242
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clipping seams, 115
clothing. See specific types
Clotilde, Inc. (notions company), 372
clutch, 20
Coats & Clark (thread company), 372
cold color, 208, 209
collage project, 190
collar, 112–113
collar extender, 342
collection, fabric, 357
color, home decor

home complexion, 208–209
overview, 208
print-mixing tips, 355–358
selection, 209–210
window treatment, 265

comforter project, 299–302
computerized sewing machine, 12
continental rod, 263
cord

common mistakes, 360
overview, 33, 211
types, 212

cord-edge trim, 33, 212, 220–221
corduroy, 28, 97
cornice, 260, 268–272
cotton blend, 27
course, 27
craft organizer, 7
Creative Feet (manufacturer), 217, 371
crepe, 28
crosswise grain, 58, 59
crosswise matching, 64
crotch curve, 333–334
cuff, 113, 328–331
curtain

fabric color, 265
fabric measurement, 264–267
overview, 260
reversible curtain project, 276–279
window measurement, 262, 263, 264

curved corner pocket, 183–185
curved seam, 111–116
cushion, 218, 319–320
cutting board, 60

cutting guidelines
binding, 167
dress project layout, 195
dust ruffle project, 294
pattern pieces, 60, 65
pinking do’s and dont’s, 100
tools, 9–10, 100

cutting line, 56
cutting mat, 10

• D •
damask, 28
dark fabric, 67, 68
dart

definition, 131
finishing method, 133
overview, 56, 131–132
pressing, 133
sewing technique, 132–133
tips for tying off thread, 102

decoraphobia, 207–208
decorative stitch, 82
decorator trim, 210–214, 242. See also

specific types
denim, 28
Dewey Color System (Web site), 358
diaper, 13
differentiated feed (D.F.), 108
dining linens

fabric selection, 227–228
napkins, 228–236
overview, 227
tablecloth, 236–239

directional stitching symbol, 57
disappearing chalk, 11, 67
dot

gathered sleeves, 172, 173
matching tips, 11
overview, 56

double cafe curtain, 260
double knit, 28
doubled lower hem, 265
doubled side hem, 267
doupioni, 28
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draperies
fabric color, 265
fabric measurement, 264–267
overview, 260
reversible drapery project, 276–279
window measurement, 262, 263, 264

drawstring elastic, 32
dress project

assembly, 196–199
fabric cutting, 195
fabric selection, 194
hem marking, 118
hemming technique, 202–203
layout guidelines, 195
neckline facing, 200–201
notions selection, 194
overview, 193–194
pattern selection, 194
set-in sleeves, 201–202

dry-clean-only fabric, 36
duck, 29
dust ruffle, 291–299
duvet cover, 299–302
dye, 13

• E •
easestitching-plus technique, 174–176, 184
edge guide, 18
edgestitch foot, 143
edgestitching

definition, 113
patch pocket attachment, 187–188
process, 113–114

elastic
applicator foot, 148
braid, 32
casings, 142–145
cord, 32
edge application, 145–148
overview, 32, 139
shirring technique, 140–142
thread, 32, 126, 140

Elna, USA (sewing machine company), 370
embroidery card, 82
embroidery floss, 72, 73

embroidery foot, 18
embroidery shears, 10
envelope closure, 244, 245–246
even backstitch, 78
even plaid, 54, 63–64
even slipstitch, 80
even stripes, 62
eye, of needle, 72, 74
eyelet, 29, 33
eye-level decor, 260

• F •
fabric. See also specific types

back of pattern envelope, 53–54
bolt label, 30
common mistakes, 360–361
common widths, 31
cornice covering, 269–270
dress project, 194
dust ruffle project, 292–293
extension, 336–337
facets, 58
handling large quantities, 291
home decor basics, 210, 242, 267
layout preparation, 58–59
manufacturer’s collection, 357
napkins, 228–229
pillow material, 241–242, 248
preshrinking, 35–36, 58
reversible curtain, 277
right versus wrong side, 59, 364–365
selection, 25–31, 360, 363–364
store, 49–50, 208
terminology, 364
throw-type slipcover, 312–313
window treatment measurement, 264–267

fabric care guidelines
cord-edge trim, 212
filler cord, 212
fleece, 284
home decor fabrics, 242

fabric marker, 11
facing

definition, 112
neckline, 200–201
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sleeveless armholes, 164–166
understitching process, 112–113

fall season, 194
fastener, 38–39. See also specific types
feed dogs

illustration, 17
maintenance, 23
overview, 18
set-in sleeve tips, 171

fiber
categories, 26–27
fabric selection, 363
lifestyle, 27
overview, 26

filler, 27
filler cord, 33, 212, 215
findings. See also specific types

company listing, 371–372
dress project, 194
greeting card project, 39–42, 92–95
overview, 31
pattern envelope, 31, 54

finial, 279
fishing tackle box, 7
flanged pillow sham, 247–251
flannel, 29
flat rod, 263
fleece

do’s and don’ts, 284
overview, 29
throw, 283–287
types, 283

floor-level decor, 259
fly-front zipper, 347–350
folding scissors, 342
fold-over braid, 31
FrayCheck (seam sealant), 161
frayed edge, 10, 215
free-arm, 17, 20
French country cornice, 271–273
fringe

attachment, 218–219
definition, 212
fleece throw project, 285–287
joining tips, 219–220

napkin project, 234–236
pillow project, 221–222, 251–253
types, 213

front-loading bobbin, 73
full bust circumference, 51
full-length triple pinch draw draperies, 260
furniture slipcover. See also throw

decorator trim attachment, 214
overview, 303
pattern, 314
skill level, 311

fused hem, 122
fusible product

fusible web, 122
interfacing, 35, 36
soleplate, 13

fuzzy texture, 53

• G •
gabardine, 29
gathering

dust ruffle, 296–298
over cord, 135–136
overview, 134
sleeves, 172–174
two-thread method, 134–135

gimp, 211
glass-head pin, 12
glossary, 54
grading seams, 164
grainline, 56, 59–61
greeting card project, 39–42, 92–95
gripper-type sport snap, 39
grommet, 275, 276
groove, 74
grosgrain ribbon, 33
Guatemalan belting, 95
guide sheet

buttonholes, 157
home decor project, 55
overview, 55
posted, 194
right versus wrong side, 59
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• H •
hamper liner, 303–306
hand, 364
hand needle, 71–73
hand sewing

basting, 77, 86–87
buttons, 88–90
hemming method, 123–124
needle selection, 14–15
needle threading, 71–73
stitch types, 76–80
thread knotting, 74–76

hand-basting stitch, 77, 86, 87
hank, 36
heading, 265
height, 51
hem, 117
hem allowance

definition, 57, 119
lengthening technique, 326–329
recommendations, 119
tapered, 125

hem facing tape, 326
hem fold, 118
hem lace, 32, 121
hemline, 57
hemming. See also blind hem stitch

dress project, 202–203
dust ruffle, 295–296
easestitching-plus technique, 176
edge finishing techniques, 119–121
hand-sewing method, 123–124
hem allowance recommendations, 119
hemming slipstitch, 80
jeans, 331–332
knit fabrics, 125–128
marking technique, 117–119
no-sew method, 120, 122
pinning technique, 123
quick fixes, 120
sewing machine method, 124–125
shorts, 325–326
slant hemming stitch, 79
stitching-in-the-ditch technique, 84

stretch blind hem stitch, 81, 82
twin needle method, 127–128

high bust circumference, 51
hip circumference, 51
hole, patching, 343–345
home decor. See also specific types

color basics, 208
color scheme selection, 209–210
decoraphobia, 207–208
decorator trim, 210–214
elements, 259–260
fabric basics, 210, 242, 267
fringe, 218–220
home complexion, 208–209
pattern envelope, 53
pattern guide sheet, 55
piping, 214–220
print-mixing tips, 355–358
resources, 369–372
seam allowance, 267

Home Decorating For Dummies
(McMillan, Katharine Kaye and
McMillan, Patricia Hart), 261

Home Sewing Association, 369
hook and eye, 39
hook and loop fastener, 39
hospital corner, 320
Hump-Jumper (wedge), 214
hydrophobic fiber, 29

• I •
Infinity Rings (scarf rings), 239
inseam, 334–335
inseam pocket, 177–180
inside mount, 264
instruction sheet, pattern

buttonholes, 157
home decor project, 55
overview, 55
posted, 194
right versus wrong side, 59

interfacing, 34–35, 361
interlock, 29
inverted pleat, 138
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invisible tape, 11
invisible zipper, 34
iron, 12–13, 14
ironing

board, 13
patches, 343
purpose, 95
temperature setting, 96
versus pressing, 95

• J •
jacket, 335, 350–352
jacket project, 46–48
jacquard, 29
Jean-A-Ma-Jig (wedge), 214
jeans, 331–332, 343
jersey, 29

• K •
key, 54
kick pleat, 138
knee-lift feature, 19
knife pleat, 137, 138–139
knit fabric

hem edge finishing, 120
hemming tips, 125–128
overview, 27
pinking shears, 100
pressing versus ironing, 95
seam finishing, 103–107
shirring, 140
table topper fabric, 228

knitted elastic, 32
knitted interfacing, 35
knot, 74–76
Kwik Sew Pattern Company, Inc., 370

• L •
lace, 32–33, 288–289
lapkins, 233–234
lapped zipper, 150, 154–157
laundry bag, 303–306

laying out pattern
basic guidelines, 57–64
common mistakes, 360–361
dress project, 195

leather, 351
leather hole punch, 286
left needle position, 21
left-handed sewer, 75, 76, 77
lengthen directive, 56
lengthwise grain, 56, 59–61
light-colored fabric, 66, 67
lined patch pocket, 185–187
linens

decorative sheets and towels
project, 287–291

dust ruffle project, 291–299
duvet cover project, 299–302
fleece throw project, 283–287
neck roll project, 302

lint, 23–24
lip edge, 33
long bow, 270–271
long-looped tassel, 223–224
Lycra (spandex), 26

• M •
machine, sewing

basic seam finishing, 100–101, 103–107
basting function, 87
button sewing, 90–92
buttonhole sewing, 159–160
common mistakes, 361–362
components, 16–22
curved seam, 112–114
easestitch-plus technique, 184
hemming method, 124–125
knit hemming techniques, 126–128
maintenance, 23–24
manufacturer listing, 369–370
needle, 15, 73–74
overview, 16
ribbing application, 108–110
starting and stopping tips, 85, 365–366
tuck sewing, 137
tying off thread, 102
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machine stitches
basic types, 81–83
length, 83–84
overview, 81
selection, 83–84
starting and stopping tips, 85–86
stitching-in-the-ditch technique, 84
topstitching, 84–85
width, 84

machine-basting, 86, 87
magnetic pincushion, 12
mail-order notion companies, 372
mandarin braid, 211
man-made fiber, 26, 228
marker, 11
marking technique, 65–67
master pattern, 54
match points

gathered sleeves, 172, 173
overview, 11
pattern markings, 56
versus curved seam cutout, 116

McCall Pattern Company, 370
McMillan, Katharine Kaye and Patrica Hart

(Home Decorating For Dummies), 261
measurements

box springs, 292
guidelines, 51
hem marking, 118–119
pattern piece layout, 61
pattern selection, 51
throw-type slipcover project, 

313, 315–316, 321
window, 262, 263, 264

mending. See also alterations
holes, 343–345
kit, 342
overview, 341
seams, 341–342
woven fabric, 346–347
zippers, 347–352

metalasse, 29
microfiber, 27, 29
middy braid, 31
mid-level decor, 259
minus sign (–), 21

mitered corner, 181
molded-tooth zipper, 34
moss fringe, 213, 221–222

• N •
Naked Room Solutions, Inc.

(manufacturer), 372
Nancy’s Notions (notions company), 372
nap, 11, 53–54, 97
napkins, 228–236, 250–251
natural fiber, 26
neck roll, 302
neckline, 112
needle

basting tips, 87
common mistakes, 362
contact with pin, 104
decorator trim attachment, 213, 214
hand sewing, 14–15
overview, 14
position, 21
repair tools, 342
replacement, 15, 17, 23
selection, 14–15
sewing machine, 15, 17
threader, 72

needle plate
illustration, 17
overview, 19
seam finishing, 104

non-roll waistband elastic, 32
nonwoven interfacing, 35
notch

cutting tips, 65
fleece do’s and don’ts, 284
match point versus curved seam

cutout, 116
overview, 11
pattern markings, 56
sleeveless armhole facing, 164

notching seams, 115–116
notions. See also specific types

company listing, 371–372
dress project, 194
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greeting card project, 39–42, 92–95
overview, 31
pattern envelope, 31, 54

nylon, 26–27
nylon coil zipper, 34

• O •
O’Lipfa ruler, 9
one-way design

fabric requirements, 53
pattern layout tips, 61, 62, 64

on-grain layout, 59–61
open arm, 17, 20
organizations, sewing, 369
outside mount, 264
overcasting stitches, 147
overlap, 262
overlock stitch, 82

• P •
paint chip, 210
pants

belt, 338–340
elastic edges, 145–148
hem marking, 118
inseam take-in, 334–335
lengthening technique, 326–327
lowered crotch curve, 333–334
pleats, 137–138
shortening technique, 325–326, 331–332
tapered hem allowance, 125
waistband extension, 336–337
waistline take-in, 337–338
zipper repair, 347–350

pants pocket. See pocket
paper, 40, 93–94
patch

hole repairs, 343–345
pockets, 180–188, 190

pattern
bow-back chair cover, 306–311
company listing, 370–371
components, 52–57

dress project, 194
layout, 57–64, 195, 360–361
markings, 55–57
number, 55
pockets, 188–189
quick or easy label, 50
shopping tips, 49–50
sizing guidelines, 50–52
slipcover, 314

pattern envelope
back label, 53–54
button selection, 39
fabric selection, 26, 360
front view, 53
home decor project, 53
inside components, 54–55
notions, 31, 54

pattern guide sheet
buttonholes, 157
home decor project, 55
overview, 55
posted, 194
right versus wrong side, 59

pattern pieces
basting method, 86–87
cutting tips, 60, 65
dress project assembly, 196–197
dress project layout, 195
fleece do’s and don’ts, 284
labels, 55–57
layout guidelines, 59–61, 360–361
marking guidelines, 65–68
markings, 55–57
overview, 54
pinking shears, 100
pinning tips, 65
seam allowance, 103
storage, 60

pearl cotton, 43, 46
Pearls and Piping Foot (piping foot), 217
pencil, 11
Pfaff American Sales Corp. (sewing

machine company), 370
pigskin, 351
pill, 26
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pillow
box-edged, 256–258
bunny ears, 246, 247
cover, 244–251
decorator trim attachment, 214, 218
decorator trim selection, 242
fabric selection, 241–242, 248
flanged pillow sham project, 247–251
form, 242, 244–251
fringe project, 221–222, 251–253
napkins as covers, 233, 250–251
old shirt project, 242–244
thread selection, 242
trim and border project, 253–256

pillowcase, 287–289
pin

basic marking, 67, 68
contact with sewing machine needle, 104
hem marking, 119
hem sewing, 123
overview, 12
repair tools, 342
tips for easy removal, 104

pin-basting, 86, 87
pinch-pleated draw draperies, 260
pincushion, 12
pin-fitting, 306
pinking, 99–100
pinking shears

knits, 108
overview, 99
pattern pieces, 100
seam notching, 116

piping
attachment, 218–219
creation, 214–215
foot, 217
home decor basics, 214–220
joining tips, 219–220
overview, 33
trim and border pillow, 253–256

place mat projects, 42–48
place on fold symbol, 56, 59–61
placket, 191
plaid

background color, 209
fabric requirements, 54

pattern layout tips, 61, 63–64
seam-sewing tips, 104–105
table topper fabric, 228
throw-type slipcover, 312

plastic liner, 273, 276
pleat, 137–139
plus sign (+), 21
ply, 38
pocket

collage project, 190
edgestitching process, 113
former, 184–185, 186
inseam type, 177–180
overview, 177
patch type, 180–188
pattern, 188–189
stain-covering appliqué, 191

Polarfleece (fabric), 97
polyester, 27
poplin, 29
pouf, 260, 261, 268
preshrinking fabric, 35–36, 58, 290
press cloth, 13, 14, 196
presser foot

helpful tips, 365
illustration, 17, 18
lever, 17, 18–19
overview, 17
starting and stopping tips, 85–86
types, 18

pressing
common mistakes, 361
darts, 133
dress project assembly, 196
fleece do’s and don’ts, 284
guidelines, 96–97
layout preparation, 58
napped fabrics, 97
purpose, 95
seams, 367
tools, 12–14
versus ironing, 95

pressure adjustment, 22
prewashing, 284
princess line, 62
print fabric, 209, 355–358
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project, dress
assembly, 196–199
fabric cutting, 195
fabric selection, 194
hem marking, 118
hemming technique, 202–203
layout guidelines, 195
neckline facing, 200–201
notions selection, 194
overview, 193–194
pattern selection, 194
set-in sleeves, 201–202

projects
bow-back cover, 306–311
box-edged pillow, 256–258
decorative sheets and towels, 287–291
dust ruffle, 291–299
duvet cover, 299–302
flanged pillow sham, 247–251
fleece throw project, 283–287
fringe pillow, 221–222, 251–253
greeting cards, 39–42, 92–95
hamper liner, 303–306
jacket, 46–48
napkins, 228–236
neck roll, 302
old shirt pillow, 242–244
pillow cover, 244–251
pocket collage project, 190
reversible curtains and draperies,

276–279
reversible table runner, 224–226
shirred and flipped panel, 280–282
shower curtain, 273–276
skill level, 359
stain-covering appliqué, 191
tablecloth, 236–239
throw-type slipcover, 321–322
trim and border pillow, 253–256
vest, 42–46
window cornice, 268–273

Prym/Dritz Corporation (notions
company), 371

publications, 369
puddle, 261, 268

• Q •
quarter marking, 109
1⁄4-inch seams, 105–106
Quick-Change Window Cornice, 268
quilt batting, 312, 313–315
quilting guide, 18
Qwik-Tach tape, 273

• R •
race area, 23, 24
race cover, 23, 24
raglan sleeves, 169–170
rayon, 26
rectangular pocket pattern, 188–189
removeable tape, 11
repairs

kit, 342
overview, 341
patches, 343–345
seams, 341–342
woven fabric, 346–347
zippers, 347–352

repeat, 62, 316
resources, 369–372
Res-Q-Tape (adhesive tape), 120, 342
retailers, 50, 369–372
return, 262
reverse button, 22
reversible curtains and draperies, 276–279
reversible table runner, 224–226
rib, 27
ribbing, 108–110
ribbon, 33
ribbon thread braid, 342
rickrack, 34, 92–95
right needle position, 21
rip repair, 343–345
ripper

buttonhole opening, 161–162
overview, 16
tips for use, 110–111

ripping stitches, 16, 110–111
rise, 333–335
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rod, curtain, 262–264
rosette, 260, 261, 268
rotary cutter, 10
round body type, 180–181
rounded pocket pattern, 188–189
ruffles, 135, 140–142
ruler, 9
running stitch, 77–78

• S •
safety pin, 342
satin

fabric, 29
ribbon, 33
stitch, 160

scale, of print, 356–357
scanner, 82
scarf drapery, 261
scarf, of needle, 74
scissors. See also specific types

care guidelines, 10
overview, 9–10
repair tools, 342
seam clipping, 115
seam notching, 115–116
seam trimming, 116
selection, 9
tips for use, 368

Scotchgard (fabric finish), 227
seam

clipping, 115
corner turning, 105
curved, 111–116
direction of sewing, 367
dress project assembly, 197–199
finishing methods, 99–108
gauge, 9
notching, 115–116
pressing tips, 367
1⁄4-inch seams, 105–106
repair, 341–342
ribbing, 108–110
roll, 13, 14
sealant, 10, 161
securing, 101–102
stick, 95

test-stitching, 366
throw-type slipcover, 316
two-step finishing method, 106–107

seam allowance
home decor, 267
industry standard, 103
pattern piece, 103

seam ripper
buttonhole opening, 161–162
overview, 16
tips for use, 110–111

seamline
definition, 100
miter, 182
overview, 56

season, 194
securing stitch, 76–77
self-lined pocket, 185
self-threading needle, 72, 73, 342
selvage

definition, 56, 58
home decor fabric, 210
illustration, 59

separating zipper, 350–352
serger

elastic applicator function, 148
napkins, 231–232
needle threading, 73–74
overview, 24
ribbing application, 108–110
seam finishing, 100–101, 107–108
starting and stopping tips, 85, 365–366
thread selection, 37, 38

set-in sleeves, 170–176, 201–202
setting the square on point process,

236–238
Sew News (publication), 369
sew-in interfacing, 35
Sewing For Dummies patterns (Simplicity

Pattern Company), 50
sewing kit, 7–8, 372. See also specific tools
sewing machine

basic seam finishing, 100–101, 103–107
basting function, 87
button sewing, 90–92
buttonhole sewing, 159–160
common mistakes, 361–362
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components, 16–22
curved seam, 112–114
easestitch-plus technique, 184
hemming method, 124–125
knit hemming techniques, 126–128
maintenance, 23–24
manufacturer listing, 369–370
needle selection, 15
overview, 16
ribbing application, 108–110
starting and stopping tips, 85, 365–366
tuck sewing, 137
tying off thread, 102

shaft, of needle, 74
sham, 247–251
shank, 89
sharpening scissors and shears, 10
shears, 9–10. See also specific types
sheer panel curtain, 260
sheer panel draperies, 260
sheets, 287–291, 312
shirring

basic technique, 139, 140–141
draperies, 260, 280–282
tape, 34

shirt
lengthening technique, 326–327
pillow project, 242–244
pocket collage project, 190
stain-covering appliqué, 191
tuck, 136–137

shirt pocket
collage project, 190
edgestitching process, 113
former, 184–185, 186
inseam type, 177–180
overview, 177
patch type, 180–188
pattern, 188–189
stain-covering appliqué, 191

shirt sleeves
gathering technique, 172–174
overview, 163
raglan, 169–170
set-in, 170–176, 201–202
shortening technique, 328–331
sleeveless armholes, 163–169

shorten directive, 56
short-looped tassel, 223–224
shorts, 325–326
shower curtain, 264, 273–276
side edge, 285
side-loading bobbin, 73
silk ribbon, 33
Simplicity Pattern Company

contact information, 371
Sewing For Dummies patterns, 50

Singer Sewing Company (sewing machine
company), 370

sizing
basting tips, 87
buttonholes, 158–159
pattern selection, 50–52

skirt
hem marking, 118
pleats, 137–138
shirring technique, 140–142
throw-type slipcover, 320–322

slacks
belt, 338–340
elastic edges, 145–148
hem marking, 118
inseam take-in, 334–335
lengthening technique, 326–327
lowered crotch curve, 333–334
pleats, 137–138
shortening technique, 325–326, 331–332
tapered hem allowance, 125
waistband extension, 336–337
waistline take-in, 337–338
zipper repair, 347–350

slant hemming stitch, 79
slashing, 186–187
sleeve mat, 47
sleeve roll, 13, 14
sleeves

gathering technique, 172–174
overview, 163
raglan, 169–170
set-in, 170–176, 201–202
shortening technique, 328–331
sleeveless armholes, 163–169
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slipcover. See also throw
decorator trim attachment, 214
overview, 303
pattern, 314
skill level, 311

slippery fabric, 360
slubbing, 28
snag repair tool, 342
snap, 39, 158
The Snap Source (notions company), 371
snap tape, 39
soleplate, 12–13
solid color, 356
soutache braid, 31
Southern Living At HOME, 371
spaced tuck, 136
spacer, 88
spandex, 27
speed control, 22
sport snap, 158
spring season, 194
square, 56
square corner pocket, 181–183
stain-covering appliqué, 191
stain-resistant fabric, 210, 227
staying area, 178
staystitching, 112, 197
steel scissors, 10
stitch length

adjustments, 366
decorator trim, 213
machine setting, 17, 20, 83–84
overview, 20

stitch selector
illustration, 17
overview, 21
stitch selection, 83

stitch width, 17, 21, 84
stitches, machine

basic types, 81–83
length, 83–84
overview, 81
selection, 83–84
starting and stopping tips, 85–86
stitching-in-the-ditch technique, 84

topstitching, 84–85
width, 84

stitching line
definition, 100
miter, 182
overview, 56

stitching-in-the-ditch technique, 84
storage, 60
straight stitch, 81, 82, 101
stretch blind hem stitch, 81, 82
stripes

background color, 209
fabric requirements, 54
pattern layout tips, 61, 62–63, 64
table topper fabric, 228
throw-type slipcover, 312

stuffing, pillow, 242, 244–251
style, clothing, 360
suede, 351
Sulky of America, Inc. (thread company), 372
summer, 194
swag, 261
synthetic fiber, 26–27, 228

• T •
table, 60
table runner, 224–226
table topper

fabric selection, 227–228
napkins, 228–236
overview, 227
tablecloth, 236–239

tailor’s ham, 13, 14
take-up lever, 17, 22
tape measure, 8–9
tapestry needle, 72, 73
tassel

attachment, 223–224
fringe, 213
overview, 223
reversible table runner, 224–226
tablecloth project, 236–238
tieback, 212
trim and border pillow project, 253–256
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tension dial, 366
tension rod, 263
terry cloth, 13
test-stitching, 366
thimble, 15
thin figure, 180–181
thread

bargains, 38
basting tips, 86
company listing, 372
knot, 74–76
pillow material, 242
selection, 37–38
serger, 37, 38
shank, 88
tying off, 102

threading needle, 71–74
three-step zigzag stitch, 81, 82
throat plate

illustration, 17
overview, 19
seam finishing, 104

throw. See also slipcover
batting, 312, 313–315
definition, 311
fabric selection, 312–313

tieback, 261
tight clothing, 335–337
toile, 30
tools, 7–8, 372. See also specific tools
top-loading bobbin, 73
topstitching, 84–85
towels, 287–291
traverse rod, 263
triangle, 56
tricot, 30
trim, decorator, 210–214, 242. See also

specific types
trim hold, 262
trimming seams, 116
tuck, 136–137
tulle, 30
twill tape, 34
twin needles, 127–128

• U •
understitching, 112–113
uneven plaid, 54, 63–64
uneven stripes, 62–63, 64
unlined patch pocket, 180–185
upholstery velvet, 97
upper tension control

illustration, 17
overview, 21
troubleshooting, 22

• V •
vanishing marker, 11
velour, 30, 97
velvet

common mistakes, 360
overview, 30
pressing tips, 97

velveteen, 30
vest project, 42–46
Viking Sewing Machines, Inc. (sewing

machine company), 370
Vogue/Butterick patterns, 371

• W •
waist circumference, 51
waistband

edgestitching process, 113
elastic casings, 142–145
elastic edges, 145–148
fabric extension, 336–337
pleats, 137–138
shirring technique, 140–142
take-in technique, 337–338

warm color, 208, 209
warp, 27
wash-out pencil, 11
water-soluble marker, 11, 66
Web sites

American Sewing Guild, 369
Baby Lock USA, 369
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Web sites (continued)
Bernina of America, Inc. 369
Brother International, 370
Clotilde, Inc., 372
Coats & Clark, 372
Creative Feet, 371
Dewey Color System, 358
Elna, USA, 370
Home Sewing Association, 369
Kwik Sew Pattern Company, Inc., 370
McCall Pattern Company, 370
Naked Room Solutions, Inc., 372
Nancy’s Notions, 372
Pfaff American Sales Corp., 370
Prym/Dritz Corporation, 371
Sew News, 369
Simplicity Pattern Company, Inc., 371
Singer Sewing Company, 370
The Snap Source, 371
Southern Living At HOME, 371
Sulky of America, Inc., 372
Viking Sewing Machines, Inc., 370
Vogue/Butterick, 371
William E. Wright, LP, 372

wedge, 213–214
weft, 27
weft pile, 28
white background, 209, 355
William E. Wright, LP (notions

company), 372
winding bobbin

bobbin winder, 19
clutch release, 20
overview, 19–20
shirring technique, 141

window
elements, 262–263
length, 262

measurement, 262, 263, 264
topper, 261
width, 263

window treatment
cornice projects, 268–273
fabric color, 265
fabric measurement, 264–267
reversible curtains and draperies project,

276–279
rods, 263
shirred and flipped panel project, 280–282
types, 260–261
window measurement, 262, 263, 264

windowsill, 262
winter, 194
woof, 27
worsted, 30
woven fabric

hem edge finishing, 120–121
overview, 27
repairs, 346–347
shirring, 140

woven interfacing, 35

• Y •
yellow-based color, 208, 209

• Z •
zigzag stitch, 81, 82, 102
zipper

dress project assembly, 198–199
helpful tips, 150
overview, 34, 149–150
pattern markings, 56
repairs, 347–352

zipper foot, 18, 43, 152
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