











Chapter 1 4+ The World of Wedding Photography

Personality goes a long way

One of the most valuable tools you can have as a wedding photographer is the right kind of personality.
You don’t have to be the life of the party, but you should have a friendly and outgoing personality that
puts people at ease almost immediately. If you don’t like people, or if you are impatient or easily frus-
trated with people that are always late and just generally can’t seem to get it together, then this job
won'’t be a good match for you. If you function well under pressure, if you are flexible enough that you
won’t mind making last minute plan changes when the bride is late, and you like working with people,
then this job might be a good match for you.

Training your eye

The last and most valuable tool that you need as a wedding photographer is knowledge. You need to
develop your skills and understanding of photography to the point that taking a picture is no more
difficult than walking across the room. When you see an activity taking place, you need to move to

the location that will allow you to tell the story with your camera. With practice, your eyes will tune

in to the types of locations that make good portrait backgrounds. Eventually you will find yourself notic-
ing them even when you are not at a wedding. A trained eye can only be gained through experience and
practice.

Getting experience

With this book, you can read all about how to make images as seen in Figure 1-4, but no amount of read-
ing can substitute for the experience you get while actually working on a real wedding. I highly recom-
mend that you seek out wedding professionals in your area and ask them if you can assist or shoot as a
second photographer in order to gain the experience and confidence needed before you take on your
own first wedding. In the beginning, you should expect little or no pay for the education you get on these
jobs. Simply consider it the cheapest college course you ever bought and learn all you can. As your skills
progress, you can start being paid for your work, but don’t expect to be paid much when working as a
second photographer. The point is to get experience. When you reach the point where your mentor has
little left to offer, take your portfolio and seek out someone better. Eventually you will have to shoot a
wedding on your own to understand the full impact of being a wedding photographer.

Other valuable sources of education include seminars at big photography conventions like the annual
WPPI convention in Las Vegas, or your state branch of Professional Photographers of America (PPA). Of
course, there are also photography schools where you can get classes on all types of photography and
business topics as well.
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Part | + Understanding Digital Wedding Photography

Even today, there is a remnant of that feeling among some older photographers, but the younger crowd
is embracing the new world of wedding photography like never before. With the likes of Joe Buissink and
Mike Colon showing up on TV shows like regular celebrities, wedding photography is taking a decided
turn in popularity. It’s becoming downright stylish!

Of course, reading this book won’t make you a celebrity wedding photographer, but it will give you all the
information you need to start down the path in that direction. Who knows where that path may take you.
Even if you don’t want to go jetting off to exotic locales, shooting weddings right in your own neighbor-
hood is a great way to make a very comfortable living while doing something that is fun, creative, and
truly enjoyable.

Summary

The world of wedding photography is an exciting and challenging place to be. If you are an aspiring pro-
fessional photographer or simply an amateur that wants to learn more about digital wedding photogra-
phy, you will find that the business is surprisingly easy to enter into. After you’ve built a small portfolio
by either working with an established photographer, or shooting free, there is no shortage of eager
clients who are more than willing to try you. It may take several years to work your way into the higher
price bracket, but when you do, you may find clients willing to pay outrageous fees to reserve your
services.

The job definitely has its challenges. You have to learn to control your equipment in any sort of lighting
conditions imaginable, with lots of hectic activity going on around you, and with lots of people watching
and waiting on you, and you will end up spending much more time running the business than what you
spend shooting pictures.

The rewards for your labor, aside from making a comfortable living, are that you get to perform a service
that is extremely important to your clients. Many of them will tell you that your pictures are one of the
most important things happening on the wedding day, second only to the act of getting married. They
want very badly to remember this day for the rest of their lives, and they trust you to create the images
that will keep the memories alive.
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