


Dialog boxes with
various combinations
of buttons and text
boxes are used exten-
sively in AutoCAD
and LT. You’ll learn
their many functions
as you progress
through the book.

Chapter 1 ¢ Getting to Know AutoCAD

our introduction to AutoCAD and AutoCAD LT begins with a tour of the

features of the screens used by the two programs. In this chapter, you'll

also learn how to use some tools that help you control the screen’s appear-

ance and how to find and start commands. For the material covered in
this chapter, the two applications are almost identical in appearance. Therefore,
as we tour AutoCAD, I'll point out any differences between AutoCAD and Auto-
CAD LT. In general, LT is a 2D program, so it doesn’t have most of the 3D features
that come with AutoCAD, such as solids modeling and rendering. The other dif-
ferences are minor. As mentioned in this book’s introduction, when I say Auto-
CAD, I mean both AutoCAD and AutoCAD LT. I'll also refer to AutoCAD LT as LT
throughout this chapter and the rest of the book. Starting up AutoCAD is the first
task at hand.

Starting Up AutoCAD

If you installed AutoCAD or LT using the default settings for the location of the
program files, start AutoCAD by choosing Start > All Programs > Autodesk >
AutoCAD 2007 > AutoCAD 2007. For LT, choose Start > All Programs > Auto-
desk > AutoCAD LT 2007 > AutoCAD LT 2007. If you customized your installa-
tion, find and click the AutoCAD 2007 or the AutoCAD LT 2007 icon to start the
program.

As AutoCAD comes up, you may see a welcoming screen that offers two default
workspaces to choose from: 3D Modeling and AutoCAD Classic (see Figure 1.1a).
If you see this screen, select AutoCAD Classic and click OK. The program may
then display the Startup Dialog box. LT may display a similar welcoming screen
that offers only one workspace—AutoCAD LT. Click OK to continue.

The Startup Dialog Box

If AutoCAD or LT opens with the Startup dialog box sitting in front of the Auto-
CAD Graphics window, your screen will be similar to Figure 1.1b. If you don’t see
the Startup dialog box, read on a little—you’ll see how to display it and then how
to suppress it.

The Startup dialog box has four buttons in the upper-left corner. The first two
buttons let you set up a new drawing and choose an existing drawing to revise or
update. The second two buttons use templates and wizards to initiate advanced
setup routines. The contents of the middle portion of the dialog box depend on
which of the four buttons you choose. By beginning a new drawing, you can get
past this dialog box to the AutoCAD Graphics window:

























































The Mouse

When you make changes to the new workspace—by adding a toolbar or chang-
ing the background color of the drawing area—you can easily update the 2D
Workspace to accommodate those changes. Follow steps 1 and 2 above, naming
the workspace again to 2D Workspace. You'll get a warning window that tells you
that a workspace by that name already exists, and asks you if you want the new
arrangement to replace the old one. Click Yes.

The Keyboard

The keyboard is an important tool for entering data and commands. If you're a good
typist, you can gain speed in working with AutoCAD by learning how to enter com-
mands from the keyboard. AutoCAD provides what are called alias keys—single
keys or key combinations that start any of several often-used commands. You can
add more or change the existing aliases as you get more familiar with the program.

In addition to the alias keys, you can use several of the F keys (function keys)
on the top row of the keyboard as two-way or three-way toggles (switches) to
turn AutoCAD functions on and off. Although buttons on the screen duplicate
these functions (Snap, Grid, and so on), it’s sometimes faster to use the F keys.

Finally, you can activate commands on the drop-down menus from the key-
board, rather than using the mouse. If you press the Alt key, an underlined letter,
called a hotkey, appears on each menu. Pressing the key for the underlined letter
activates the menu. Each command on the menu also has a hotkey. Once you
activate the menu with the hotkey combination, you can type the underlined let-
ter of these commands. For a few commands, this method can be the fastest way
to start them and to select options.

While working in AutoCAD, you’ll need to key in a lot of data, such as dimen-
sions and construction notes, answer questions with “yes” or “no,” and use the
arrow keys. You'll use the keyboard constantly. It may help to get into the habit
of keeping your left hand on the keyboard and your right hand on the mouse if
you’re right-handed, or the other way around if you're left-handed.

The Mouse

Your mouse most likely has two or three buttons. (If it’s an IntelliMouse, it has
two or more buttons with a wheel between them.) So far in this chapter, you
have used the left mouse button for choosing menus, commands, or command
options or for holding down the button and dragging a menu, toolbar, or win-
dow. The left mouse button is the one you’ll be using most often, but you'll also
use the right mouse button.
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While drawing, you’ll use the right mouse button for the following three
operations:

» To display a menu containing options relevant to the particular step
you're in at the moment

» To use in combination with the Shift or Control key to display a menu
containing special drawing aids called object snaps (see Chapter 10)

» To display a menu of toolbars when the pointer is on any icon of a
toolbar that is currently open

If you have a three-button mouse, the middle button is usually programmed to
display the Object Snap menu, instead of using the right button with the Shift
key. If you have an IntelliMouse, you can use the wheel in several ways to control
the view of your drawing. I'll cover those methods in subsequent chapters.

AutoCAD makes extensive use of toolbars and the right-click menu feature. This
makes your mouse an important input tool. The keyboard is necessary for inputting
numeric data and text, and it has hotkeys and aliases that can speed up your work.
But the mouse is the primary tool for starting commands, selecting options, and
controlling toolbars.

The next chapter will familiarize you with a few basic commands that will
enable you to draw a small diagram. If you're going to take a break and want to
close AutoCAD, choose File > Exit, and choose not to save the drawing.

Are You Experienced?

Now you can...

¥i open a new drawing using the Startup dialog box
¥ recognize the elements of the AutoCAD Graphics window

¥ understand how the Command window works and why it’s
important

¥ use drop-down menus

&

call up and control the positioning of toolbars

¥ save a workspace of your screen setup in AutoCAD



