
• A •
ABS (anti-lock braking system), 309
accelerating quickly, 227
accidents, 221–224
advanced training, 25
advantages of riding a motorcycle, 12–16
Adventure Motorcycle Tours, 259
adventure tourers, 64–65
adventures, motorcycle rides as, 14
advertising campaign for Honda, 32–33, 35
Aerostich/RiderWearHouse, 323
aftermarket, 309
aggressive drivers, handling, 239–240
Agostini, Giacomo “Ago” (motorcycling

legend), 295–296
air filter, cleaning the, 189–190
air-cooled motor, 309
Alabama state motorcycling laws, 317
Alaska state motorcycling laws, 317
alert during country rides, remaining,

240–241
AMA (American Motorcyclist Association),

309
AMA Tours, 259
Americade, 261, 287–288
American cruiser, 309
American Historic Racing Motorcycle

Association, 323
American Honda Motor Company, 323
American Motorcyclist Association (AMA),

19, 34, 291–292, 323
American Suzuki Motor Corporation, 324
animals, watching for, 241
anti-lock braking system (ABS), 309
Antique Motorcycle Club of America, 324
ape hangers, 309
apex, 96, 310
Arizona

motorcycling laws, 317
southern Arizona, planning a trip to, 257

Arkansas state motorcycling laws, 317
attitudes toward motorcyclists, 33–36
auger in, 73, 310
automobile drivers not seeing

motorcyclists on the road, 237
Ayres Adventures, 260

• B •
backpacks, 276
backpack-style hydration systems, 271
baggers, 19, 62, 310
Baker, Erwin “Cannonball” (motorcycling

legend), 296
Bargy, Ed (former racer), 49
basic rider training classes, 25
battery, 188–189
Beach’s Motorcycle Adventures, Ltd., 260
beanie helmets, 59, 78
Beemer, 310
Bell, Catherine (actor), 17
belt drive, 310
Beyond the Law (film), 306
bike nights

cruisers, 60
overview, 262
sportbikes, 68

Biker Ally, 108
Biker Billy, 324
Biketoberfest, 284–285
blip the throttle, 310
blue jeans worn while riding, 90
BlueRibbon Coalition, 292
BMW

Motorcycle Owners of America
(BMWOA), 292, 310

Motorrad USA, 324
R1200GS, 64–65

bobbers, 56
bodily injury coverage, 162
Boorman, Charley (Long Way Round), 17
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boots
for children, 119
cleaning, 87
cost of, 86
for cruiser riders, 86
fit, finding proper, 86–87
overview, 86
protection, varying levels of, 87
sizing, 87
for sportbike riders, 86
storing, 88
for women, 100

Boulevard C50T (Suzuki), 136–137
brake fluid

changing, 184–185
preride inspection, 217

brake lever
customizing, 104
preride inspection, 218

brake pads, changing, 184
brakes

customization, 202–203
performance improvements, 202–203

braking quickly, 227–228
brand loyalty for Harley-Davidson, 60
break-in procedure, 152
bridge grates, riding over, 238
British machines, 32
Buell, 324
Buell, Erik (motorcycling legend), 296
Buell Blast (Harley-Davidson), 133–134
buying a motorcycle

break-in procedure, 152
costs added on by dealer, 149
deal, getting a good, 148–150
dealership, choosing a, 146–148
familiarizing yourself with your new

motorcycle, 151
financing for, 150–151
first ride home, having a safe and

successful, 151–152
home, what to do when you get your

motorcycle, 152
Internet sales, 157–159
manuals, obtaining proper, 152
negotiations, 148–150
new motorcycle, buying a, 146–152

researching prices, 148–149
used motorcycles, 153–157

• C •
California

southern California, planning a trip to,
255–256

state motorcycling laws, 317
California Motorcycle Tours, 259
California Superbike School, 49
camber, 310
cartridge fork, 183
celebrities

influencing attitudes toward
motorcyclists, 35–36

who ride motorcycles, 16–17
Chabris, Christopher (gorilla study), 237
chain

maintenance, 186–188
preride inspection, 217

chain breaker, 177
chain drive, 310
Chaparral, 324
chaps, 89
chassis, 217
chicane, 310
children

dirt bikes for, 23–24
finding a bike for, 110–115
fun for, 24, 120–122
gear for, 117–120
overview, 23
preparation for rides, 121
racers for, 113–114
racing for, 122–124
safety training for, 115–117
snacks for, bringing along, 121
starting children in motorcycling, 23–24
trail bikes for, 110–113
younger children, bikes for, 110–112

chopper, 56, 310
Chopper Chicks in Zombietown (film), 306
Christian Motorcyclists Association, 324
city riding, 236–240
CLASS Motorcycle Schools, 49
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clothing
for cruiser riders, 58–59
do-rags, 59
for dual-purpose bike riders, 72–73
for Harley-Davidson riders, 58–59
for Japanese cruiser riders, 59
for long trips, 278–279
for metric cruiser riders, 59
for naked bike riders, 69
overview, 20–21
for sportbike riders, 67–68
for touring machine riders, 65–66

clutch lever
customizing, 104
preride inspection, 218

Coastline Motorcycle Adventure Tours, 260
Code, Keith (trainer), 49
collision insurance, 165–166
Colorado state motorcycling laws, 317
colors, 310
Competition Accessories, 324
comprehensive coverage, 166
Connecticut state motorcycling laws, 318
construction in street, riding by, 238
contact patch, 212, 229, 310
continuing education, 47–48
cool, the feeling of being, 17–18
Corbin, 102
The Corkscrew, 311
corner, handling going too fast into a,

246–247
cosmetic improvements, 199–201
Costa Rica Motorcycle Tours, 260
cost-saving benefits of motorcycles, 15
countershaft, 311
countersteering, 228–229, 311
country riding, 240–241
courier bags, 276
cross up, 311
crotch rocket, 66, 311
cruise-ins, 262
cruisers

bike nights, 60
boots for riders of, 86
choppers, 56
clothing worn by riders of, 58–59
customs, 56

defined, 311
for first bike, 131–132, 135–138
Harley-Davidson, 54–55
Japanese cruisers, 55
magazines for riders of, 61
metric cruisers, 55
motorcycle clubs, 60
overview, 54
power cruisers, 57–58
show customs, 56–57
terminology used by riders of, 61
where to go when riding, 60–61

culture of riders
dirt bikes, 73
dual-purpose bikes, 73
naked bikes, 69
sportbikes, 68
touring machines, 66

curve
handling going too fast into a, 246–247
skills for taking, 230–234

custom motorcycles, 56, 208, 311
customization

brakes, 202–203
cosmetic improvements, 199–201
custom motorcycles, 208
deals on the parts you need for, finding,

205–208
eBay, getting deals on parts on, 207
of exhaust pipes, 200–201
Internet, getting deals on parts on the,

206–207
motor, 205
paint jobs, 200
performance improvements, 201–205
pricing parts needed for, 207
of saddlebags, 201
seat, 203
suspension, 202
timeframe for, 208
tires, 203–204
of wheels, 201

custom-painted helmets, 79
Cycle Trader, 324
Cycle World International Motorcycle

Shows, 324
Cycle World Magazine, 324
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• D •
Daimler, Gottlieb (builder of first

motorcycle), 29
damping-rod fork, 183
Davidson, Willie G. (Harley-Davidson Motor

Company), 31, 61, 297, 315
Daytona Bike Week, 261, 264, 283–284, 324
dealerships, 146–148, 195
decreasing-radius turn, 232–234, 233
deductibles, 166
Delaware state motorcycling laws, 318
Dennis Kirk, 325
dirt bikes

for children, 23–24
culture of riders of, 73
enduros, 71
insurance for, 168
motocrossers, 71–72
specifications, 71
training by Motorcycle Safety Foundation,

43–44
Dirt Rider magazine, 325
dirt-track racing, 122, 263
displacement, 311
distracted drivers, handling, 240
District of Columbia state motorcycling

laws, 322
do-rags, 59
DOT (Department of Transportation)

defined, 311
helmets, impact standards for, 79, 81

dropping your bike, 97
DR200SE (Suzuki), 142–143
dual-purpose bikes

clothing for riders of, 72–73
culture of riders of, 73
defined, 311
overview, 70–71
specifications, 71
for your first bike, 141–143

Duck, 19, 311
duffel bags, 276

• E •
Easy Rider (film), 35, 305
eBay, getting deals on parts on, 207

Eclipse Motorcycle Tours, 259
Ed Bargy Racing School, 49
Edelweiss Bike Travel, 260
Elite Motorcycle Tours, 259
emergency information brought on long

trips, 279
enduros, 71, 122, 311
engine braking, 311
engine cutoff switch, 311
engine oil, 217
engine seizure, 244–245
ergonomics, 312
events, 260–265, 283–289
Evergreen Safety Council, 47
Excelsior, 30
exclusions in medical insurance for

motorcycles, 168–169
exhaust pipes, 200–201
eye protection, 77

• F •
face plant, 73, 312
faceshield, 77
fairing, 62, 312
familiarizing yourself with your new

motorcycle, 151
fatal single-vehicle motorcycle crashes,

223–224
fatalities, increase in, 222
federal safety requirements for helmets, 79
Femmoto, 108
50SX (KTM), 110–112
films, motorcycle, 17, 35, 303–306
final drive, 312
financing for buying a motorcycle, 150–151
fingerless gloves, 90
first bike

cruisers for, 131–132, 135–138
dual-purpose bike for, 141–143
inexpensive, keeping your first bike, 130
lifestyle, picking a bike is picking a,

128–129
naked bike for, 133–134, 138–139
overview, 127–128
performance of, 129
power of, 130
simple, keeping your first bike, 130
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size of, 129
specifications for, 131–133, 136–142
sportbike for, 132–133, 139–141
standard bike for, 133–134, 138–139

first ride home, having a safe and
successful, 151–152

first-aid kits, packing, 279
FJR1300A (Yamaha), 64
flat tire, coping with a, 243
flat-track racing, 263
flip-up helmets, 77
floorboards, 61, 312
Florida state motorcycling laws, 318
fluids, changing, 180–183
Forbes, Malcolm (multimillionaire), 17, 35
fork oil, changing, 183
forks, 312
Fox Racing, 325
Freddie Spencer’s High Performance Riding

School, 49
front sprocket, 186
front-end stand, 178–179
front-wheel skids, 246
full dressers, 62–63
full leather gloves, 90
full-face helmets, 77
FXDL Dyna Low Rider (Harley-Davidson),

54–55

• G •
gas level, 217
gauntlet, 312
gear

boots, 86–88
for children, 117–120
gloves, 90–91
helmets, 76–83
jackets, 83–86
overview, 75
pants, 88–90
preparing for a ride by checking your,

214–215
rain gear, 91
rain suits, wearing, 270
for women, 97–101

gearbox, 312
Georgia state motorcycling laws, 318
Gixxer, 312
glamour of motorcycling, 16–21
gloves, 90–91, 215
Gold Wing (Honda), 63
Gold Wing Road Riders Association

(GWRRA), 292–293
golden age of motorcycles, 28, 30
Golden Aspen Rally, 288
Great Smoky Mountains, planning a trip to,

254–255
Grodsky, Larry (motorcycle safety training

expert), 47
group events, attending, 95
group rides

preparation for, 219–220
safety during, 242–243

GS500F (Suzuki), 139–141
GSX-R1000 (Suzuki), 67
guest passenger liability coverage, 167
gypsy tours, 34, 262

• H •
hairpin, 312
half helmets, 59, 78
handlebars, 218
hard armor in jackets, 85
hard luggage, 274–275
hare and hound races, 122
hare scrambles, 122
Harley, Arthur (founder of Harley-Davidson

Motor Company), 30
Harley, Walter (founder of Harley-Davidson

Motor Company), 30
Harley, William (founder of Harley-

Davidson Motor Company), 30
Harley Owners Group (HOG), 293, 312
Harley-Davidson Motor Corporation

brand loyalty, 60
Buell Blast, 133–134
clothing worn by riders of, 58–59
cruisers, 54–55
FXDL Dyna Low Rider, 54–55
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Harley-Davidson Motor Corporation
(continued)

history of motorcycles, 31
overview, 325
Sportster, 32
Sportster 883, 131

Hawaii state motorcycling laws, 318
head checks, 225
headshake, 245
heat, riding in extreme, 270–272
heat exhaustion, signs of, 271–272
heat stroke, signs of, 272
heel-toe shifter, 61, 312
heightened awareness, 14
Hell’s Angels on Wheels (film), 304
Hell’s Belles (film), 304
Helmet Hair, 107
helmets

“A helmet reduces my peripheral vision”
myth, 83

“A helmet will break my neck” myth, 82
for children, 118–119
cleaning, 81–82
cost of, 81
custom-painted helmets, 79
DOT impact standards for, 79, 81
eye protection, 77
faceshield, 77
federal safety requirements for, 79
fit, getting proper, 80–81
flip-up helmets, 77
full-face helmets, 77
half helmets, 59, 78
“Helmet laws don’t save lives” myth, 83
“I can’t hear anything with a helmet on”

myth, 82–83
myths about, 82–83
overview, 76
preparing for a ride by checking your, 214
scalp itch from, 82
sizing, 80
Snell Memorial Foundation certification

for, 79
three-quarter helmets, 77–78
types of, 76
visor, 77
for women, 100

Hendee, George (Indian Motorcycle
Company), 30

Hendstrom, Oscar (Indian Motorcycle
Company), 30

high-occupancy vehicle (HOV) lanes,
using, 12

high-performance, 15–16
highside, 312
high-zoot sport-riding gloves, 91
Hildebrand, Heinrich (builder of first

production motorcycle), 29
Hildebrand, Wilhelm (builder of first

production motorcycle), 29
history of motorcycles

attitudes toward motorcyclists, changes
in, 33–36

automobiles’ price decline causing
people to buy cars in place of
motorcycles, 30–31

British machines, 32
Excelsior, 30
first motorcycle, debate on creation of, 29
golden age, 28, 30
Harley-Davidson Motor Company, 30, 31
Indian Motorcycle Company, 30, 31
Japanese machines, 32–33
military, motorcycles bought by, 30–31
motorcycling today, 36
overview, 28
popularity of motorcycling, increase in,

32–33
Hog, 19, 312
H.O.G. (Harley Owners Group), 293, 312
Hollister Gypsy Tour, 34
Hollywood influence on attitudes toward

motorcyclists, 35
Honda

advertising campaign, 32–33, 35
Gold Wing, 63
Nighthawk, 133–134
Shadow Spirit 750, 135–136

Honda Hoot, 288
Honda Sport Touring Association (HSTA),

293
horsepower, 312
hot, 20
Hurt, Harry (researcher), 222
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Hurt Report (Motorcycle Accident Cause
Factors and Identification of
Countermeasures), 222–223

Husky, 313

• I •
Idaho state motorcycling laws, 318
Illinois state motorcycling laws, 318
increasing-radius turn, 232, 233
Indian Motorcycle Company, 30, 31
Indiana state motorcycling laws, 318
inspection of motorcycle, performing a

preride, 215–218
instructional permit, obtaining your, 44–45
insurance

bodily injury coverage, 162
collision insurance, 165–166
comprehensive coverage, 166
deductibles, 166
for dirt bikes, 168
discounts for courses with MSF, 40
exclusions in medical insurance for

motorcycles, 168–169
guest passenger liability coverage, 167
liability coverage, 162–163
location affecting, 171
medical insurance, 168–169
no-fault insurance, 165
optional equipment coverage, 167
overview, 162
passenger liability coverage, 167
personal injury protection insurance, 165
property damage coverage, 162
rates, 169–171
25/50/15 liability coverage, 162–163
umbrella liability policy, 163
underinsured motorist coverage, 164
uninsured motorist coverage, 164

International Journal of Motorcycle
Studies, 325

Internet
buying a motorcycle on, 157–159
getting deals on parts on, 206–207
price comparison on, 157–158
purchase, handling a, 158

scams, 159
used motorcycles, 158
women,  resources for, 107–108

intersections, how to approach, 236–237
Iowa state motorcycling laws, 318
Iron Pony, 325

• J •
jackets

fit, finding the proper, 85
hard armor in, 85
leather jackets, 84
motorcycling jacket, importance of

buying a, 84
overview, 83–84
preparing for a ride by checking your,

214–215
protection, varying levels of, 85–86
synthetic jackets, 84–85
for women, 98–99

Japanese cruisers, 55, 59
jerseys, 119
Jordan, Michael (basketball legend), 21

• K •
Kansas state motorcycling laws, 318
Kawasaki Motors Corporation USA

defined, 325
KLR650, 71
KLX 110, 112–113
Ninja 250R, 132–133
Ninja 500R, 139–140
Vulcan 1500 Classic, 55–56
Vulcan 900 Custom, 137–138
Z1000, 69, 70

Kentucky state motorcycling laws, 319
Kevin Schwantz Suzuki School, 49
kill switch, 115
KLR650 (Kawasaki), 71
KLX 110 (Kawasaki), 112–113
Knucklehead motor, 61
KTM, 110–112
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• L •
Laconia Motorcycle Week, 261, 285, 325
Lamborghini Reventon, 16
lane position, importance of, 226
language of motorcyclists, 19–20, 95–96
learner’s permit, obtaining your, 44–45
leather jackets, 84
leather pants, 88–89
Legend of the Motorcycle, 325
legends, motorcycling, 295–301
length of trip, determining, 253–254
Let’s Ride, 325
liability coverage, 162–163
licensing process

instructional permit, obtaining your,
44–45

learner’s permit, obtaining your, 44–45
on-cycle skill test, 46
overview, 44
practicing riding, 45–46

lifts, 179
lights, 216–217
limiters, 110
line, 313
Little Fauss and Big Halsy (film), 305
location affecting insurance costs, 171
locked up, 313
locked-up rear wheels, 245–246
long sweepers, 96
long trips

clothes for, 278–279
emergency information, packing, 279
first-aid kits, packing, 279
list of items to take on, 279–280
medications, packing, 279
necessities for, 279–280
overview, 278
snacks on, 279

Long Way Round (television series), 17
looking where you want to go, 247
Louisiana Bayou Country, planning a trip

to, 257
Louisiana state motorcycling laws, 319
lowering the ride height of your bike,

101–103
lowside, 313

lubricating your chain, 186–187
lugging the motor, 313
luxury tourers, 62–63

• M •
Mad Maps, 325
magazines for cruisers, 61
Maine state motorcycling laws, 319
maintenance

air filter, cleaning the, 189–190
of battery, 188–189
brake fluid, changing, 184–185
brake pads, changing, 184
for chain, 186–188
fluids, changing, 180–183
fork oil, changing, 183
lubricating your chain, 186–187
motor oil, changing, 180–182
by a professional, 193–195
radiator fluid, changing, 182–183
saving money by doing your own, 179
shaft oil, changing, 187–188
spring riding, preparing your bike for, 198
tightening your chain, 187
tires, changing your, 190–193
tools, 174–179
winter storage, preparing your bike for,

196–197
Mann, Dick “Bugsy” (motorcycling legend),

298
manuals, obtaining proper, 152
Maryland state motorcycling laws, 319
Massachusetts state motorcycling laws,

319
Maybach, Wilhelm (inventor), 29
McGrath, Jeremy “Showtime”

(motorcycling legend), 298–299
McGregor, Ewan (actor), 17
media influence on attitudes toward

motorcyclists, 34
medical insurance, 168–169
medications, packing, 279
mental preparation for a ride, 212
metric cruisers, 55, 59, 313
Michigan state motorcycling laws, 319
military, motorcycles bought by, 30–31
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Minnesota state motorcycling laws, 319
Mississippi state motorcycling laws, 319
Missouri state motorcycling laws, 319
Montana state motorcycling laws, 320
motocrossers, 71–72
MotoDiscovery, 260
MotoGP, 313
MotoGP at Indianapolis, 287
MotoGP at Laguna Seca, 286–287
motojournalists, 250
motor

customization, 205
performance improvements, 205

Motor Maids, 106
motor oil, changing, 180–182
motorcycle clubs, 60
Motorcycle Consumer News, 326
Motorcycle Cruiser magazine, 325
Motorcycle Forum, 326
motorcycle groups, 291–294
Motorcycle Hall of Fame Museum, 326
Motorcycle News, 326
motorcycle oil, 182
Motorcycle Riders Foundation (MRF), 313,

326
Motorcycle Roads, 326
Motorcycle Safety Foundation (MSF)

basic training, 40–42
children, training for, 115–116
defined, 313
dirt bike training, 43–44
experienced rider training, 42
insurance discounts for courses with, 40
overview, 39–40, 326
signing up for courses with, 40

Motorcycle Tourer’s Forum, 326
MotorcycleUSA, 326
motorcycling jacket, importance of buying

a, 84
Motorcyclist magazine, 326
Mustang, 102

• N •
naked bikes, 68–69, 133–134, 138–139
National Highway Traffic Safety

Administration, 222, 327

National Off-Highway Vehicle Conservation
Council (NOHVCC), 294

Nebraska state motorcycling laws, 320
negotiations

buying a motorcycle, 148–150
used motorcycles, 156

Nevada state motorcycling laws, 320
New England Motorcycle Tours, 259
New Hampshire state motorcycling laws,

320
New Jersey state motorcycling laws, 320
New Mexico state motorcycling laws, 320
new motorcycle, buying a, 146–152
New York state motorcycling laws, 320
Nighthawk (Honda), 133–134
Ninja 250R (Kawasaki), 132–133
Ninja 500R (Kawasaki), 139–140
Ninjas, 67
no-fault insurance, 165
noise as factor in choosing trail bikes for

children, 112
North Carolina state motorcycling laws,

320
North Dakota state motorcycling laws, 320

• O •
OEM, 313
off-camber turn, 20
off-road motorcycle, 313
Ohio state motorcycling laws, 320
Oklahoma state motorcycling laws, 321
On Any Sunday (film), 305
on-cycle skill test, 46
1 percenters, 35
one-piece, 313
optional equipment coverage, 167
Oregon state motorcycling laws, 321
organized tours

overseas, 259–260
overview, 258
in United States, 258–259

• P •
packing your gear, 273–278
paint jobs, 200
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“The Panhandler” (Skunkworx Custom
Cycle), 57

Panhead motor, 61
panniers, 313
pants

blue jeans, 90
chaps, 89
for children, 119
cost of, 89, 90
leather pants, 88–89
overview, 88
preparing for a ride by checking your, 215
synthetic pants, 90
for women, 99

parts department of dealerships, 147–148
passenger liability coverage, 167
passengers, carrying, 218–219
passing safely, 230
Pennsylvania

northern Pennsylvania, planning a trip to,
256–257

Pennsylvania state motorcycling laws, 321
performance, 15–16
performance improvements

brakes, 202–203
motor, 205
overview, 201–202
seat, 203
suspension, 202
tires, 203–204

personal injury protection insurance, 165
Peters, Mary (US Transportation

Secretary), 224
physical preparation for a ride, 213
pin it, 313
planning a trip

to Great Smoky Mountains, 254–255
length of trip, determining, 253–254
to Louisiana Bayou Country, 257
to northern Pennsylvania, 256–257
organized tours, 258–260
overview, 250
researching routes, 251–253
scenic rides, planning, 250–251
to southern Arizona, 257
to southern California, 255–256

to Texas Hill Country, 256
themed rides, planning, 251

poker runs, 262
popularity of motorcycling, increase in,

32–33
poser, 313
power cruisers, 57, 57–58, 314
powerband, 313
practicing riding, 45–46
preparation for a ride

carrying items, 219
children, 121
gear, checking your, 214–215
gloves, checking your, 215
group rides, 219–220
helmet, checking your, 214
inspection of motorcycle, performing a

preride, 215–218
jacket, checking your, 214–215
mental preparation for a ride, 212
pants, checking your, 215
passengers, carrying, 218–219
physical preparation for a ride, 213

preride inspection, 215–218
Pridmore, Jason (AMA racing

champion), 49
Pridmore, Reg (AMA racing champion), 49
problems during rides, common, 243–247
problems specific to women, 23
professional maintenance

advantages of, 194
by dealership, 195
disadvantages of, 194
finding, 194–195
overview, 193
for sportbikes, 195

professional roadracing, 262–263
professional safety training for children,

115–116
property damage coverage, 162
protective gear. See gear
PW50 (Yamaha), 110–111

• R •
racers for children, 113–115
races, 262–263
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racing for children
determining whether your child is ready

for racing, 123
dirt-track racing, 122
enduros, 122
first day at track, what to expect at, 124
hare and hound races, 122
hare scrambles, 122
overview, 122

radiator fluid
changing, 182–183
preride inspection, 217

railroad tracks, how to cross, 237
rain, riding in the, 268–270
rain gear, 91
rain grooves, riding over, 238
rain suits, wearing, 270
ratchets, 176
rates, insurance, 169–171
Real Divas Ride, 108
rear sprocket, 186
rear-end stand, 178–179
rear-wheel skids, 245
rebel, being a, 17–18
redline, 314
regional rallies, 261–262
regular leather motorcycling gloves, 91
resource guide, 323–328
respect deserved for women, 94–97
restrictors, 110
R1200GS (BMW), 64
Rhode Island state motorcycling laws, 321
Riders Association of Triumph (RAT), 294
Riders of Kawasaki Club (ROK), 294
RM85 (Suzuki), 113–114
road rage, 239
roadracing, 21
roadracing gloves, 91
Roberts, “King” Kenny (motorcycling

legend), 299–300
Rocky Mountain Motorcycle Tours, 259
Roper, Sylvester (builder of first

motorcycle), 29
RPMs, 314

• S •
saddlebags

customization, 201
packing your gear, 274–277

safety
accelerating quickly, 227
accidents, 221–224
advanced training, 25
automobile drivers not seeing

motorcyclists, 237
basic rider training classes, 25
braking quickly, 227–228
for children, 115–117
city riding, 236–240
countersteering, 228–229
country riding, 240–241
curves, skills for taking, 230–234
decreasing-radius turn, 232–234
for group riding, 242–243
head checks, 225
increasing-radius turn, 232, 233
lane position, importance of, 226
overview, 24–25
passing safely, 230
precautions during events, 264–265
problems during rides, dealing with

common, 243–247
scanning, 225
simple constant-radius turn, 231–232
simple street turn, 231
skills, 25, 225–230
swerving, 228–229
traction, awareness of, 229
turns, skills for taking, 230–234

salespeople, knowledge of, 147
Sargent, 102
scanning, 225
scenic rides, planning, 250–251
Schwantz, Kevin (World MotoGP racing

champion), 49
screwdrivers, 175
seat, 102, 203
seizure, 314
sensory experience of riding a

motorcycle, 13
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service department of dealership, 148
Shadow Spirit 750 (Honda), 135–136
shaft oil, changing, 187–188
shift lever, customizing your, 103–104
short shift, 314
shorties. See half helmets
shotgun mufflers, 61
Shovelhead motor, 61
show customs, 56–57
Simons, Daniel (gorilla study), 237
simple constant-radius turn, 231–232
simple street turn, 231
six-speed, 314
skull rings, 327
Skunkworx Custom Cycle, 57, 327
slash-cut mufflers, 61
slick, 314
slippery roads, 246
Smith, Malcolm (motorcycling legend), 300
Snell Memorial Foundation certification for

helmets, 79
social aspects of riding, 14
socket set, 176
soft luggage, 275–277
South Carolina state motorcycling 

laws, 321
South Dakota state motorcycling laws, 321
spark arrester, 112, 314
specialized tools, 177–179
specs

defined, 314
importance of, 54

SPEED, 327
Spencer, Freddie (World MotoGP racing

champion), 49
sport tourers, 63–64
sportbikes

bike nights, 68
boots for riders of, 86
clothing worn by riders of, 67–68
culture of riders of, 68
for first bike, 132–133, 139–141
overview, 66
professional maintenance, 195
specifications, 67

Sportster 883 (Harley-Davidson), 131
spring riding, preparing your bike for, 198

Springfield Mile, 288–289
squid, 314
standard motorcycles, 68–69, 133–134,

138–139
STAR Motorcycle School, 49
STAR Touring & Riding Association, 294
Star Warrior (Yamaha), 57–58
state motorcycling laws, 317–322
Stayin’ Safe Motorcycle Training school, 47
stolen, preventing your bike from getting,

264–265
stop sign at top of hill, stopping for, 239
stoppie, 314
straight pipes, 61, 314
street survival training, 47–48
streetfighters, 69
Streetmasters Motorcycle Workshops, 48
Stringfield, Bessie (motorcycling legend),

300
stuck throttle, handling a, 244
Sturgis Motorcycle Museum & Hall of

Fame, 327
Sturgis Motorcycle Rally, 261, 264, 285, 327
Supercross, 289
supercross racing, 21, 263
suspension, 102–103, 202
Suzuki

Boulevard C50T, 136–137
DR200SE, 142–143
GS500F, 139–141
GSX-R1000, 67
Hayabusa, 16
RM85, 113–114
SV650, 138–139

sweeper, 20, 314
swerving, 228–229
synthetic jackets, 84–85
synthetic pants, 90

• T •
Take It to the Limit (film), 306
tank bags, 276
tankslapper, 245
target fixation, 247
Team Hammer Advanced Riding School

and Track Rides, 49
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Tennessee state motorcycling laws, 321
test ride, what to look for during a, 155–156
Texas

Hill Country, planning a trip to, 256
state motorcycling laws, 321

THOR, 327
three-quarter helmets, 77–78
throttle, 218
tight corners, 96
tight hairpins, 96
tightening your chain, 187
tire-pressure gauge, 177
tires

changing, 190–193
customization, 203–204
knowledge about, 95
performance improvements, 203–204
preride inspection, 216

tools, 174–179
top box, 274–275
torque, 315
torque wrench, 177
Touratech-USA, 327
tourer, 315
touring machines

adventure tourers, 64–65
clothing worn by riders of, 65–66
culture of riders of, 66
fairing, 62
full dressers, 62–63
luxury tourers, 62–63
overview, 62
sport tourers, 63–64

toy runs, 262
track schools, 48–49
traction

awareness of, 229
defined, 315

trail bikes for children
50SX (KTM), 110–112
KLX 110 (Kawasaki), 112–113
noise as factor in choosing, 112
for older children, 112–114
overview, 110
PW50 (Yamaha), 110–111
size of bike, importance of choosing,

114–115

spark arresters, 112
where your child will be riding as factor

in choosing bike, 112
training

continuing education, 47–48
Evergreen Safety Council, 47
license, after your receive your, 46–49
MSF courses, 39–44
Stayin’ Safe Motorcycle Training

school, 47
street survival training, 47–48
Streetmasters Motorcycle Workshops, 48
track schools, 48–49

travel tips
for long trips, 278–280
packing your gear, 273–278
weather, coping with the, 268–273

turn signals, 216
turns, skills for taking, 230–234
25/50/15 liability coverage, 162–163
twisties, 20
two-piece, 315

• U •
umbrella liability policy, 163
underinsured motorist coverage, 164
uneven surfaces, riding over, 238
uninsured motorist coverage, 164
United States, organized tours in, 258–259
used motorcycles

buying, 153–157
disadvantages of, 153–154
home, getting the motorcycle, 156–157
negotiating a fair price for, 156
overview, 153
questions to ask before purchasing,

154–155
test ride, what to look for during a,

155–156
Utah state motorcycling laws, 321

• V •
V Star 250 (Yamaha), 131–132
V Star Classic (Yamaha), 136–137
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Vermont state motorcycling laws, 322
Victory, 327
Virginia state motorcycling laws, 322
visor, 77
Vulcan 1500 Classic (Kawasaki), 55–56
Vulcan 900 Custom (Kawasaki), 137–138

• W •
Wallach, Theresa (motorcycling legend),

301
Washington state motorcycling laws, 322
weather affecting your ride, 268–273
weight distribution of gear, 277–278
West Virginia state motorcycling laws, 322
wheelbase, 315
wheelie, 315
wheels, customization of, 201
Whitehorse Gear, 327
The Wild Angels (film), 304
The Wild One (film), 17, 35, 303–304
Willie G. See Davidson, Willie G.
winter storage, preparing your bike for,

196–197
winter travel, 272–273
Wisconsin state motorcycling laws, 322
wobble, 245
Wolfmuller, Alois (builder of first

production motorcycle), 29
women

boots for, 100
brake lever, customizing your, 104
clubs for, 105–107
clutch lever, customizing your, 104
dropping your bike, 97
fit of bike, 101–104
fitting in with bikers, 94–99
gear for, 97–101
group events, attending, 95
helmet for, 100
Internet resources for, 107–108
jackets for, 98–99
language of motorcyclists, knowing,

95–96
lowering the ride height of your bike,

101–103
overview, 21–22

pants for, 99
problems specific to, 23
racetrack organizations for, 108
resources for, 105–108
respect deserved by, 94–97
riding, earning respect from, 96–97
seat, customizing your, 102
shift lever, customizing your, 103–104
supercool, perception of women who ride

as, 22
suspension, customizing your, 102–103
tires, knowledge about, 95

Women in the Wind, 106
The Women’s International Motorcycle

Association, 106
Women Motorcyclists Monthly, 108
Women on Wheels, 106
Women Riders Now, 107
Women’s Motocross Association, 108
Women’s Motorcycle Foundation, 106
wrenches, 175–176
WR450F (Yamaha), 72
Wyoming state motorcycling laws, 322

• X •
XT250 (Yamaha), 142

• Y •
Yamaha Motor Corporation USA

FJR1300A, 64
overview, 328
PW50, 110–111
Star Warrior, 57–58
V Star Classic, 136–137
WR450F, 72
XT250, 142

Yoshimura R & D, 328

• Z •
Z1000 (Kawasaki), 69, 70
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