
• A •
A. Rafanelli winery, 227
Acacia Winery, 143
acidity, 13, 19, 220
advocacy groups

Meritage Association 
(Bordeaux 
blends), 31

P.S. I Love You 
(Petite Sirah), 195

Rhone Rangers
 (Rhône-style 
wines) , 
31, 178, 198

ZAP (Zinfandel), 

161–162
aging, 13, 208, 223–230, 

232, 245–246
Airén grape, 88
Alcohol and Tobacco 

Tax and Trade 
Bureau (TTB), 42, 
43, 46, 51–52

alcohol content
dessert wines, 215
fortifi ed wines, 12, 22, 

215–216
labeling, 45–47
ripeness of grapes, 

relationship to, 19
serving temperature 

factor, 221
winemaking and, 13

Alexander Valley, 21
Alicante Bouschet 

grape, 205
Alma Rosa Winery and 

Vineyards, 151
Alsace region, France, 

174, 183
altitude, effect on grape- 

growing, 18

American Viticultural 
Areas (AVAs), 3, 
51–56. See also 
individual AVAs

Anderson Valley, 72, 
140, 148–150, 210, 
254–255

aperitif wines, 216
Appellation America 

(Web site), 239
appellations of origin, 

51. See also AVAs 
(American 
Viticultural Areas)

Arneis grape, 40
Arroyo Grande, 78
artwork in wineries, 233
Australian wines, 37, 

186, 187, 188
AVAs (American 

Viticultural Areas), 
3, 51–56. See also 
individual AVAs

• B •
Babcock Winery and 

Vineyards, 105
bakeries, 107
Barbera grape, 40, 202
BATF (Bureau of 

Alcohol, Tobacco, 
and Firearms), 43

Beaujolais wine, 40
Beaulieu Vineyard, 112, 

136, 225
Beringer Winery, 22
Bernardus Winery, 76
Bien Nacido Vineyard, 

145
blanc de blancs 

(sparkling wine), 
207

blanc de noirs (sparkling 
wine), 30, 207

blended wines. See also 
Rhône-style wines; 
sparkling wines

Bordeaux-style, 63, 
130–134, 205

Cabernet Sauvignon, 
115, 120, 128, 
130–132, 244

Chenin Blanc, 183
cost compared to 

varietal wines, 
26–27

European origins, 
30–31, 130

fi eld blend, 194
Geyserville red, 169
GSM, 199
labeling rules, 42, 44
Merlot in, 115, 128, 

130–132, 244
naming conventions, 

29–32
Napa Valley, 62, 63
Petite Sirah in, 195
Sauvignon Blanc and 

Sémillon, 98
Syrah/Shiraz in, 37, 

186
blender on label, 48
blush (sweet rosé) 

wines, 12, 35, 160, 
211-214, 247

body, defi ned, 36, 237
Bonterra Vineyards, 72
Boonville (town), 72
Bordeaux-style blends, 

63, 130–134, 205
Bordeaux wine, French

blend origins, 130
Cabernet Sauvignon 

grape, 112
Graves district, 98
as inspiration for 

California reds, 
30, 31

Index
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Bordeaux wine, French 
(continued)

Merlot’s origins, 125
quality of, 62
reds compared with 

California Cabernet 
Sauvignon, 114–115

Sauvignon Blanc 
grape, 98, 99

botrytised wines, 215
bottle size, 12, 43, 216
Bouchaine Vineyards, 

143
boxed wines, 14
bramble berries, 161
brand names, 42, 43, 44
Brander Vineyard, 105
brut (sparkling wine 

type), 30, 207–211
Buena Vista Winery, 21, 

67, 136, 143
Bureau of Alcohol, 

Tobacco and 
Firearms 
(BATF), 43

Burgundy wine, French, 
33, 88, 135–136, 246

• C •
Cabernet Franc 

grape, 39, 112, 
130–132, 205

Cabernet Sauvignon 
grape

blending in

varietals, 27
in blends, 115, 120, 

128, 130–132, 244
growing, 75, 116–117, 

121, 123–124
production level of, 

112
profi le, 34–35

Cabernet Sauvignon 
wine

aging of, 224, 225–227, 
246

Bordeaux reds, 
compared to, 
114–115

cost, 34, 114, 115, 
117–125

history, 112–113
premium vintages, 

112–113
producers, 117–125
quality of, 244
recommendations, 

117–125
reliability of, 115, 244
sources of, 62, 

116–117, 121–123, 
124, 225–226

taste, 34–35, 113–114, 
115, 117

Cabral, Bob (producer), 
149

Calera Wine Company, 
80, 136, 142

California wines. See 
also blended 
wines; sparkling 
wines; varietal 
wines 

dessert, 12, 22, 
215–216

European winemaking, 
compared to, 21, 
227–228, 247

French wines, 
compared to, 
114–115

geographical 
advantages, 16–19

growing regions, 57–58
history, 20–24
introduction, 1–8
large variety of, 12
personality of, 220
popularity of, 15–16
production overview, 

11–15
talent of winemakers, 

19–20
typical taste of, 15

Calistoga (town), 252

Cal-Ital varietals, 73, 
201–204

Callaway Coastal 
Winery, 81

Campbell, Patrick 
(producer), 123

carbonated wine 
designation, 208

Carignan grape, 40, 200
Carmenère grape, 132
(Los) Carneros, 93, 139, 

143–145
Carneros Creek 

Winery, 143
cava sparkling wine, 208
cellar treatment, 48
Central Coast, 73–80
Central Valley. See also 

individual wines
climate, 17, 82
profi le, 81–82
wineries, 82

Chablis wines, French, 
88

Chalk Hill, 71, 92
Chalone Vineyard, 76
Champagne (French), 

30, 88, 209. See also 
sparkling wines

Charbono grape, 203
Chardonnay grape

growing, 32, 91–94
origins, 88
profi le, 32–33
in sparkling wines, 30, 

32, 208
Chardonnay wine

aging of, 225, 246
cost, 91, 94–96
history, 88–90
oak treatment, 29, 32, 

90–91, 247
producers, 94–97
recommendations, 

94–96
Sauvignon Blanc, 

compared to, 34, 
97–99

sources of, 92, 94
taste, 29, 32, 33, 90–91
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charmat method 
(sparkling wine), 
208

Chateau Julien, 76
Chateau Montelena, 97
Château Mouton-

Rothschild, 112
Chateauneuf model 

for Rhône-style 
blend, 198

Chelini, Mike 
(producer), 89

Chenin Blanc grape, 
38, 183

Chianti wine, 39, 202
Cinsault grape, 200
claret-style (dry red) 

wine, 162–163
Clear Lake, 72
climate

Cabernet Sauvignon 
grape, 116

Central Valley, 17, 82
characteristics of 

California, 16–18, 
227

cool, 141
fl avor, effect on, 28
Monterey County, 76
Napa Valley, 17, 60
Paso Robles, 77–78
Pinot Gris grape, 175
Pinot Noir grape, 

140–141, 143, 
145, 146, 149, 
151, 153, 156

Riesling grape, 
181–182

Sonoma County, 17, 
66, 70

Syrah grape, 189–191
Zinfandel grape, 163

clone, 1, 88, 139
Clos du Val winery, 50
Clos Pegase winery 

(Web site), 233
closure type, 13, 15, 103
club, joining, 234
Cognac region, France, 

40

collecting wine, 223–224
Colombard grape, 40
color

Pinot Noir, 37, 137
rosé designations, 212, 

214
spectrum of, 12
variety characteristic, 

28
Concannon Vineyard, 

73
Constellation Brands, 

120
cork, 13, 15
Cortese grape, 40
cost of wine

blends compared to 
varietals, 26–27

Bordeaux blends, 
133–134

Cabernet Sauvignon, 
34, 114, 115, 
117–125

Cal-Ital varieties, 
203–204

categories defi ned, 2–3
Chardonnay, 91, 94–96
dessert wines, 216
dryness compared to 

sweetness, 33, 91
generic wines, 31–32
Merlot, 127–130
overview, 12
Petite Sirah, 197
Pinot Grigio/Gris, 177
Pinot Noir, 138, 

140–158
price ranges defi ned, 3
quality, relationship 

to, 127, 138, 245
Rhône-style wines, 

180–181, 201
rosé wines, 212–213
Sauvignon Blanc, 101, 

108–110
sparkling wines, 

210–211
Syrah/Shiraz, 188, 

192–193
Zinfandel, 35, 166–169

cost of winery tour, 232, 
234

Counoise grape, 200
Crljenak Kaštelanski 

grape, 160
crushes at winery, 232
cult wines, 118
cultivation, grape. See 

growing grapes
custom-crush wine 

facilities, 59

• D •
Davies, Hugh 

(producer), 21
Davies, Jack and Jamie 

(producers), 21
Davis, University of 

California at, 19–20
Dean & DeLuca (Web  

site), 251
designated driver 

during wine tour, 
238

dessert wines, 12, 22, 
40, 215–216

Diamond Mountain, 21
Dijon clone of Pinot 

Noir, 139
Dolcetto grape, 40
Domaine Chandon 

winery, 30, 209, 250
Down Under model for 

Rhône-style blend, 
198

DNA testing, 160
Draper, Paul 

(producer), 75, 
169, 227

drinking and tasting 
wine, 223, 233–238

Dry Creek Valley, 70, 
104–105, 165, 169

Dry Creek Vineyard, 104
dry-farmed vineyards, 

17
dry Sherry, 216
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dryness
Cabernet Sauvignon, 

114
Chardonnay, 29, 33
cost of wine, 

relationship to, 33
defi ned, 13
Merlot, 114
overview, 12
Pinot Grigio, 176
rosé wines, 211–213, 

247
sparkling wine, 30, 207
Syrah/Shiraz, 188
Zinfandel, 162–163

Durif (Petite Sirah) 
grape, 39, 194–195, 
200

Dutton, Warren 
(producer), 147

Dutton Ranch vineyard, 
147

Dyson, John 
(producer), 149

• E •
earthiness

Pinot Noir, 36, 138
Rhône-style wines, 31, 

179, 198
Syrah/Shiraz, 37

Edmeades Vineyards, 
149

Edna Valley, 78
elevation, effect on 

grape-growing, 18
Estancia Estates, 76
estate-bottled labeling, 

48, 155
estate-grown label, 49
European winemaking. 

See also French 
wines; Italian wines

blended wines, 30–31, 
133

borrowing names 
from, 28, 31–32

Croatian grape as 
ancestor of 
Zinfandel, 160

geographical naming 
tradition, 23

German wines, 
181–182

history, 20
importation of vines to 

California, 21
Portuguese grapes, 

216
rosé wines, 247
Spanish wines, 40, 88, 

205, 208, 216
viticultural areas, 

50–51
weather variations, 

227–228
Ewing-Mulligan, Mary 

Wine For Dummies, 
3, 13

• F •
fermentation process, 

13, 208, 232
The Ferry Building 

Marketplace, 
250–251

Fetzer Vineyards, 72
fi eld blend, 194
Firestone Vineyard, 

79, 144
fl avor. See taste
fl ight of wines, 234
Flora Springs Winery, 31
food, pairing wine with, 

220–223
fortifi ed wines, 12, 22, 

215–216
founder of California 

wine industry, 21
Franciscan Estate, 103
Franscioni, Gary 

(producer), 153
French Laundry 

(restaurant), 
64, 250

French wines. See also 
Bordeaux wine; 
Rhône Valley

Alsace region, 174, 183
Beaujolais, 40
Burgundy, 33, 88, 

135–136, 246
California wines, 

compared to, 
114–115

Chablis, 88
Champagne, 30, 88, 

209
Chenin Blanc, 38, 183
Cognac region, 40

French-owned 
California sparkling 
wine brands, 209

Fresno, California State 
University at, 19

Fritz Winery, 105
Frog’s Leap winery, 102
Frommer’s (Web site), 

239
Frommer’s Portable 

California Wine 
Country 
(Lenkert), 4

fruitiness
Bordeaux reds, 115
Cabernet Sauvignon, 

34–35, 115
as characteristic of 

California wine, 15
Chardonnay, 32
growing temperature, 

relationship to, 19
Merlot, 36
Pinot Noir, 36, 138
Sauvignon Blanc, 34, 

110
sparkling wines, 208
Syrah/Shiraz, 37, 188
Zinfandel, 35, 161

full-bodied wines, 
overview, 31–40

Fumé Blanc. See 
Sauvignon Blanc 
wine

fungus (botrytis), 215
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• G •
Gallo Family Vineyards, 

201
Gallo, Gina (producer), 

201
Gallo wines, 73
Gamay grape, 40
Garys’ Vineyard, 154
generic wine naming, 

22, 28, 31–32
geographic designation, 

44–45, 53–58. See 
also specifi c regions

German wines, 181–182
Gewurztraminer grape, 

38, 183
Geyserville red 

blend, 169
Geyserville Vineyard, 75
Gibbs, George (pioneer 

grower), 159–160
gift shop, winery, 

234–235
glassware, 13, 223
Glen Ellen, 67
Gloria Ferrer Winery, 67
Government Health 

Warning, 43, 46
grape varieties. See also 

growing grapes; 
Cabernet 
Sauvignon grape; 
Chardonnay grape; 
Merlot grape; Pinot 
Noir grape;
varietal wines; 
Zinfandel grape

Alicante Bouschet, 205
in blends, 29–31, 130, 

133, 205
Cabernet Franc, 39, 

112, 130–132, 205
Charbono, 202
Chenin Blanc, 38, 183
Colombard, 40
cost of, 26
Gamay, 40

Gewurztraminer, 
38, 183

Grenache, 39, 199, 200
Grenache Blanc, 40, 

179
growing conditions, 16
Italian, 39, 40, 160–161, 

201–202
Melon de Bourgogne, 

38
Mission, 21
Muscadet, 38
naming wines by, 23, 

25–29, 43
Napa Gamay, 205
Petit Verdot, 40, 

130–132, 205
Pinot Blanc, 38, 

183–184
Pinot Grigio/Gris, 38, 

173–177
Portuguese, 216
regulation of 

names, 26
Rhône Valley, 39, 40, 

178–179, 194–195, 
199, 200

Riesling, 38–39
Rubired, 186
Sauvignon Blanc, 33, 

34, 102–105, 112
Sémillon, 40, 97
as sources of wine, 13
Spanish, 40, 88, 205, 

216
for sweet (dessert) 

wines, 40, 216
Syrah/Shiraz, 37, 

132, 199
Tannat, 205
taste, relationship 

to, 28
Valdiguié, 205
Verdelho, 40
Viognier, 39, 200

grassy, herbaceous 
wine, 100, 110

Graves, David 
(producer), 143

Graves district, 
Bordeaux, France, 
98

gray Pinot, 174
Green Valley, 92
Grenache Blanc grape, 

40, 179
Grenache Blanc wine, 

180–181
Grenache grape, 39, 

199, 200
grip (texture), 33
growing grapes, 24. 

See also climate; 
soil conditions

alcohol content, 
relationship to 
ripeness, 19

AVA listing, 53–56
blends, value of, 132
Cabernet Sauvignon, 

34, 116, 121, 
123–124

Central Valley, 17, 82
Chardonnay, 32, 91–94
elevation effect on, 18
estate bottled, 48
European viticultural 

areas, 50–51
fl avor effect of various 

techniques, 28
irrigation, 17, 28
Italian grapes, 202
Merlot, 36, 125–130
Monterey County, 76
Napa Valley, 17, 60
Paso Robles, 77–78
phylloxera louse, 24, 

81, 194
Pinot Grigio, 174–175
Pinot Noir, 36, 135, 

140–158
rootstocks, 18, 24
Santa Barbara 

County, 79
Sauvignon Blanc, 34
Sonoma County, 66, 

70–71
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growing grapes 

(continued)

Syrah, 189–191
temperature issue, 

17–18, 19
touring wineries, 232

vintage year 

designation, 45

Zinfandel, 162, 

163–165

GSM (Grenache, Syrah, 

and Mourvedre), 

199

Guenoc Vineyards, 72

Guerneville (town), 164

• H •
Hanna Winery, 104

Hanzell Vineyards, 89, 

97

Haraszthy, Agoston 

(pioneer 

producer), 21

Healdsburg (town), 68, 

93, 106–107, 254, 

255

heat summation 

regions, 17–18

Heitz, Joe (producer), 

113

Heitz Wine Cellars, 226

The Hess Collection 

Winery (Web site), 

233

Hess, Donald 

(producer), 233

Hitching Post 

(restaurant), 254

history of California 

wines, 20–24

hotels. See lodging

hot springs, 252

hot-weather model for 

Rhône-style blend, 

198

Husch Vineyards, 149

• I •
Inglenook winery, 22

ingredient labeling, 46

intensity of fl avor, 15, 

127, 220–221

international 

reputation, 15–16, 

23, 75

irrigation for grape-

growing, 17, 28

Italian wines

Cal-Ital varietals, 73, 

201–204

Chianti, 39, 202

Gewurztraminer, 183

grape varieties, 39, 40, 

160–161, 201–202

Pinot Grigio, 38, 174

Prosecco sparkling 

wine, 208

• J •
jazz festival, 255

J. Lohr Vineyards, 73

Jensen, Josh 

(producer), 80, 

136, 142

Jones, Brice (producer), 

155

Jones, Tom and Ruth 

(producers), 81

Joseph Phelps 

Vineyards, 187

Judgment of Paris, 23, 

75

jug wines, California’s 

origins in, 14

• K •
Kistler Vineyards, 97

Korbel Champagne 

Cellars, 164, 209

Krug, Charles (pioneer 

producer), 21

• L •
label

alcohol content, 45–47

blender, 48

cellar treatment, 48

estate bottled, 48, 155

estate grown, 49

geographic 

designation, 44–45, 

50–56

introduction, 41

nutritional 

information, 46

producer, 47–48

regulated terms, 42–49

reserve, 50

single-vineyard, 49

unregulated marketing 

terms, 49–50

vintage year, 45

wine compared to 

brand names, 

43–44

Lagrein grape, 40

Lake County, 72

landofwineandfood.com 

(Web site), 239

Langtry Estate, 72

large-batch 

fermentation, 208

late-harvest wines, 163, 

215

Laurel Glen Estate, 123, 

227

Left Bank Bordeaux 

wines, 114

length quality, defi ned, 

14

Lenkert, Erika 

Frommer’s Portable 
California Wine 
Country, 4

Livermore Valley, 22, 73

lodging

Anderson Valley, 255

Calistoga, 252

Healdsburg, 68, 69
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Napa Valley, 64–65, 

250

San Luis Obispo, 253

Loire Valley, France, 38, 

99, 183

Los Alamos Valley, 79, 

145

Los Angeles area, 

vineyards in, 80–81

Louis M. Martini 

Winery, 126

Lytton Springs 

Vineyard, 75

• M •
made-by label, 47–48

Mahoney, Francis 

(producer), 143

Malbec grape, 130, 205

maps 

all California, 58

Central Coast, 74

Napa Valley, 61

Russian River Valley, 

92

Sonoma County, 66

Marcassin Vineyard, 97

Marin County, 157

marketing, 15–16

Marsanne grape, 40, 179

Marsanne wine, 180–181

Martha’s Vineyard 

Cabernet 

Sauvignon, 113, 226

Masson, Paul (pioneer 

producer), 21

Mataro (Mourvedre) 

grape, 40, 199, 200

maturation, 13, 208, 

223–230, 232, 

245–246

Mayacamas Mountains, 

60, 89, 233

Mayacamas Vineyards, 

103, 226

McCarthy, Ed 

Wine For Dummies, 

3, 13

McCrea, Fred (pioneer 

producer), 89

medium-bodied wines, 

34, 35

Melon de Bourgogne 

grape, 38

Melon grape, 40

Mendocino (town), 

72, 254

Mendocino County, 72

Meredith, Carole (grape 

researcher), 194

Meritage Association 

(Web site), 31

Meritage wines, 34, 130

Merlot grape

in blends, 115, 128, 

130–132, 244

Bordeaux origins, 125

Cabernet Sauvignon 

partnership, 27, 

128

growing, 36, 126, 127, 

128

in Pinot Noir wines, 37

profi le, 36

Merlot wine

aging of, 224

cost, 127–130

dryness of, 114

quality of, 36, 247–248

recommendations, 

127–130

sources of, 62, 127–130

taste, 36, 126–127

variations in, 36, 

126–127

méthode champenoise, 

208

Mexico and wine 

origins, 20

microclimate, 16–17

Mirassou Vineyards, 73

Mission grape, 21

Mission San Diego, 20

Moët & Chandon, 209

Mondavi (producers)

Michael, 120

Peter, 21, 89

Robert, 21, 23, 113

Tim and Marcia, 120

Monte Bello Vineyard, 

74, 75, 124

Monterey County, 

75–77, 129, 140, 

152–154, 201

Moraga Vineyards, 

80–81

Morgan Winery, 76

Morro Bay, 253

Mount Eden Vineyards, 

74, 89

Mount Harlan, 142

Mount Palomar Winery, 

81

Mount Veeder, 233

Mourvedre (Mataro) 

grape, 40, 199, 200

mud baths, 252

Murrieta’s Well, 73

Muscadet grape, 38

Muscat grape, 40

Musqué designation on 

Sauvignon Blanc, 

109

• N •
naming wine. See also 

label

blends, 29–32

generic wine, 22, 23, 

28, 31–32

by grape varieties, 23, 

25–29, 43

regulation of, 26

Napa (city), 59

Napa County, 59

Napa Gamay grape, 205

Napa Valley. See also 

individual wines
art and wine, 233

awards for wines 

from, 23

elevation, 18

growing grapes in, 17, 

19, 60
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Napa Valley (continued)

history, 21, 23

profi le, 59–65

visiting, 62, 63–65, 

93, 249–252

New Zealand wines, 99

nonvintage wine 

designation, 45

North Coast, 60

Northern Sonoma, 

62, 66, 164–165

nutrient information, 46

• O •
oak treatment

Cabernet Sauvignon, 

35, 114

Chardonnay, 29, 32, 

90–91, 247

grip texture, 33

Sauvignon Blanc, 101

tannin, effect on, 90

taste, effect on, 28

Oakville Grocery (Web 

site), 251

ocean breezes, effect on 

grape-growing, 18

oeil de perdrix 

designation on 

rosé wines, 212

Ojai Vineyard, 151

Old Bull Red, 29

• P •
packaging, 14, 232

Page Mill Winery, 73

pairing food and wine, 

220–223

Palomino grape, 216

Paraiso Vineyards, 76

partridge, eye of the, 

212

Paso Robles

profi ler, 77–78

value of visiting, 253

Peloursin grape, 195

Peterson, Joel 

(producer), 

169, 227

Petit Verdot grape, 40, 

130–132, 205

Petite Sirah grape, 39, 

194–195, 200

Petite Sirah wine, 161, 

194–197

phylloxera louse, 24, 81, 

194

picnic lunches, 251

pink wines. See rosé 

(pink) wines

Pinot Blanc grape, 38, 

183–184

Pinot Grigio/Gris grape, 

38, 173–177

Pinot Noir grape, 30, 

36–37, 135, 

140–158, 208

Pinot Noir wine

aging of, 225

Burgundy, compared 

to, 246

color, 37, 137

cost, 138, 140–158

history, 135–136

producers, 136–137, 

144–158

quality of, 37

recommendations, 

138, 140–158

sources of, 62, 70, 76, 

139–144

styles, 137–140

taste, 36, 138, 139–140

variations in, 136–140

pioneer growers and 

producers, 20–21, 

88–89, 159–160

Pismo Beach, 253

Pisoni, Gary (producer), 

153

Pisoni Vineyards, 153

Plavac Mali grape, 160

Port-style wines, 216

Portuguese grapes, 216

presses at winery, 232

price. See cost of wine

Primitivo grape, 40, 

160–161

private reserve on 

label, 50

private selection on 

label, 50

produced-by label, 

47–48

producers. See also 

individual 
producers

Arroyo Grande, 78

brand names, 

relationship to, 44

Cabernet Sauvignon, 

117–125

Cal-Ital wines, 203–204

Central Valley, 82

Chardonnay, 94–97

Chenin Blanc, 183

dessert wines, 215–216

Edna Valley, 78

Gewurtztraminer, 183

history, 21–22

on label, 47–48

listing logic, 3

Merlot, 128–130

numbers in California, 

23–24

Pinot Blanc, 184

Pinot Noir, 136–137

pioneers, 20–21, 88–89, 

159–160

purchase of grapes 

from outside 

vineyards, 48, 59, 

76, 81, 155

Riesling, 182

rosé wines, 212–213, 

214

Santa Barbara County, 

78–80

Sauvignon Blanc, 

108–110

Schramsberg, 21

Sierra Foothills, 84

Sonoma County, 67
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sparkling wines, 21, 

149, 164, 209–211

Syrah, 191

talent of, 19–20

touring tips, 231–240

vintage compared to 

nonvintage 

designation, 45

Zinfandel, 75, 166–169

production. See 

winemaking

Prohibition period, 22

pronunciation, 2

Prosecco wines, 208

psiloveyou.org (Web 

site for Petite Sirah 

lovers), 195

• Q •
quality

“best,” subjectivity of, 

243–244

blended wines, 27

Bordeaux, 62

Cabernet Sauvignon, 

244

California innovations, 

16

cost of wine, 

relationship to, 

127, 138, 245

dessert wines, 216

expert assessement of 

14, 244

historical shift to 

focus on, 23

Merlot, 36, 247–248

Pinot Noir, 37

sparkling wines, 208

varietal name, 

relationship to, 

28, 29

• R •
Rafanelli, David 

(producer), 169

Rafanelli’s Winery, 169

Rasmussen, Kent 

(producer), 143

ratings, wine, 244

Ravenswood Winery, 

164–165, 169, 227

Ray, Martin (pioneer 

producer), 88–89

red wines. See also 
Bordeaux wine; 

Cabernet Sauvignon 

wine; Merlot wine; 

Pinot Noir wine; 

Zinfandel wine

aging of, 224–227, 

245–246

Alicante Bouschet, 205

blends, 30–31, 63, 

130–134, 198–202, 

205

Cabernet Franc, 39, 

112, 130–132, 205

Cal-Ital, 202–204

intensity of fl avor, 221

Malbec, 130, 205

Napa Gamay, 205

overview, 34–35, 

36–37, 39, 40

Petit Verdot, 40, 

130–132, 133, 205

Petite Sirah, 161, 

194–197

Syrah/Shiraz, 37, 

185–193, 199

Tannat grape, 205

tannin factor, 33

Tempranillo, 40, 205

Redwood Valley, 72

regions, 53–58. See also 

specifi c regions
regulated terms on 

label, 42–49

regulation, 26, 51–52

reserve label, 50

restaurants

Healdsburg, 106–107

Mendocino, 254

Napa Valley, 64, 250

San Luis Obispo, 253

Santa Barbara, 254

Rhone Rangers (Web 

site), 31, 178, 198

Rhône-style wines

cost, 180–181, 201

grape varieties 

overview, 39, 40

Petite Sirah, 39, 161, 

194–197, 200

recommendations, 

200–201

styles, 198–199

Syrah/Shiraz, 37, 132, 

185–193, 199

taste, 31, 179, 198, 

199–200

Rhône Valley, French

blending of grapes, 

30–31

minor grape varieties, 

39, 40

red grapes, 186, 188, 

194–195, 199, 200

white grapes, 178–181

Richmond, Mike 

(producer), 143

Ridge Vineyards, 74, 75, 

124, 169, 227

Riesling grape, 38–39

Riesling wine, 181–182

Rioja wines, 40

Roar Wines, 153

Robert Mondavi 

Reserve, 226

Robert Mondavi Winery

legacy of, 21, 23, 

89, 120

Sauvignon Blanc, 

99, 103

Robert Talbott 

Vineyards, 76

Rochioli, Joe 

(producer), 148

Rochioli Vineyards & 

Winery, 104, 148

Roederer Estate winery, 

72, 149, 210

root louse (phylloxera), 
24, 81, 194

rootstocks, 18, 24
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rosé (pink) wines

color, 212, 214

cost, 212–213

dry, 211–213, 247

sparkling, 207

sweet, 12, 35, 160, 

211–212, 213–214, 

247

Rosenblum Cellars, 164, 

169, 227

Rosenblum, Kent 

(producer), 169

Roussanne grape, 

40, 179

Roussanne wine, 

180–181

Rouzaud, Jean-Claude 

(producer), 210

Rubired grape, 186

Ruby Cabernet 

grape, 202

Russian River Valley, 

70–71, 92, 104, 

164. See also 
Chardonnay wine; 

Pinot Noir wine; 

Sauvignon Blanc 

wine

Russian River Wine 

Road, 255

• S •
Sacramento Valley, 

81–82

Saintsbury Winery, 

143, 145

San Benito County, 80, 

136, 142

San Francisco, 250–251

San Joaquin Valley, 40, 

81–82, 189, 214

San Luis Obispo 

(city), 253

San Luis Obispo 

County, 77–78, 253. 

See also Paso 

Robles

Sanford & Benedict 

Vineyard, 151

Sanford, Richard 

(producer), 151

Sangiovese grape, 

39, 202

Santa Barbara County, 

75, 78–80, 254. See 
also Merlot wine; 

Pinot Noir wine; 

Rhône-style wines

Santa Clara Valley, 73

Santa Cruz Mountains, 

73, 74–75, 89, 

123–124

Santa Lucia Highlands, 

76, 140, 152–154

Santa Maria Valley, 79, 

93, 139, 144, 145

Santa Rosa (city), 67

Santa Ynez Valley, 79, 

105, 145

Sauvignon Blanc grape

Cabernet Sauvignon, 

relationship to, 112

growing, 34, 102–105

origins of, 98, 99

profi le, 33

variations in, 34

Sauvignon Blanc wine

blends, 98

Chardonnay, 

compared to, 34, 

97–99

cost, 101, 108–110

history, 99

oak treatment, 101

producers, 108–110

recommendations, 

101, 108–110

sources of, 63, 

102–104, 105

styles, 34, 100–101

taste, 34, 100–101, 110

Sauvignon Republic 

winery, 104

schedules, winery 

tour, 232

schools, winemaking, 

19–20

Schram, Jacob (pioneer 

producer), 21

Schramsberg winery, 21

Schrem, Jan (producer), 

233

screw-off caps, 

14, 15, 103

second label, 44

Seghesio family, 202

Selyem, Ed (producer), 

149

semigeneric names, 31

Sémillon grape, 34, 

40, 97

Serra, Fr. Junípero, 

20–21

serving wine, 

temperature 

for, 33, 221

Sherry-type wines, 216

shipping wine 

purchases, 240

Shiraz grape, 187. See 
also Syrah/Shiraz 

grape

shopping at winery, 233

Sideways (fi lm), 36, 79, 

126, 137

Sierra Foothills, 82–84, 

252

Simi, Giuseppe and 

Pietro (pioneer 

producers), 21

Simi Winery, 21

single-vineyard label, 49

smelling wine, 237

Smith & Hook/Hahn 

Estates Winery, 76

sobriety during wine 

tour, 236, 238

soil conditions

Moraga Vineyards, 

80–81

Napa Valley, 19, 60

for Pinot Noir, 142, 143

Sierra Foothills, 83

Sonoma County, 70

variations in, 18–19

Sonoma (town), 67

Sonoma Coast, 92, 140, 

155–157
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Sonoma County. See 
also individual 
wines

climate, 17, 66, 70

profi le, 65–71

visiting, 67–68, 93, 

164–165

wineries list, 67

Sonoma-Cutrer 

Vineyards, 155

South Coast, 81

Southern California, 

80–81

Spanish wines, 40, 88, 

205, 208, 216

sparkling wines

as blended wines, 30

Champagne (French), 

30, 88, 209

characteristics of 

California, 208–209

Chardonnay in, 30, 

32, 208

cost, 210–211

dryness, 30, 207

overview, 12, 207–208

Pinot Blanc in, 183

Pinot Noir in, 30, 208

producers, 21, 149, 

164, 209–211

quality of, 208

recommendations, 

210–211

special selection on 

label, 50

spicy wine, 35, 36, 37

spitting during wine 

tasting, 236, 237

Spumante-style 

sparkling wines, 

207–208

St. Supéry Vineyards 

and Winery, 102

Sta. Rita Hills, 105, 140, 

145, 151–152

stemware, 13, 223

Sterling Vineyards, 126

Stony Hill Vineyard, 

89, 97

storing wine, 13, 33

sub-AVAs, 52

sulfi te notifi cation on 

label, 43, 46

sulfur dioxide, 13

Sullivan, Charles (wine 

historian), 196

Sutter Home Winery, 

160

Swan, Joseph 

(producer), 

147, 227

Swanson Vineyards, 126

sweet Sherry, 216

sweet wines

blush (rosé), 12, 35, 

160, 211-214, 247

dessert, 12, 13, 22, 40, 

215–216

sweetness

cost of wine, 

relationship to, 

33, 91

defi ned, 13

growing temperature, 

relationship to, 19

pairing of food and 

wine, 221

quality, relationship 

to, 14

Sauvignon Blanc, 

34, 101

Zinfandel, 163

Syrah/Shiraz grape, 37, 

132, 199

Syrah/Shiraz wine, 

185–193, 199

• T •
table wines, 22–23, 46

Talbott, Robert 

(producer), 153

Talbott Winery, 153

Tamás Estates, 73

Tannat grape, 205

tannin

Cabernet Sauvignon, 

113–114

defi ned, 13

oak treatment’s effect 

on, 90

pairing of food and 

wine, 221

Petite Sirah, 196

Syrah/Shiraz, 188

white compared to red 

wines, 33

taste. See also dryness; 

earthiness; 

fruitiness; 

sweetness

aging, relationship 

to, 13

Cabernet Sauvignon, 

34–35, 113–114, 

115, 117

Chardonnay, 29, 32, 

33, 90–91

Chenin Blanc, 183

Gewurtztraminer, 183

grape varieties, 

relationship to, 28

grassy, 100, 110

Grenache Blanc, 179

growing temperature, 

relationship to, 19

intensity of, 15, 127, 

220–221

Merlot, 36, 126–127

oak treatment’s effect 

on, 28

Petite Sirah, 195–196

Pinot Blanc, 183–184

Pinot Grigio, 175–177

Pinot Noir, 36, 138, 

139–140

quality, relationship 

to, 14

Rhône-style blends, 

31, 179, 198, 

199–200

Riesling, 181–182

Sauvignon Blanc, 34, 

100–101, 110
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taste (continued)

sparkling wines, 208

spicy, 35, 36, 37

Syrah and Shiraz, 

187–188, 190, 191

tweaking for mass 

market, 27

typical California, 15

Zinfandel, 35, 161–162, 

163

tasting room at winery, 

233, 234

tasting wine, 233–238

Tchelistcheff, André 

(producer), 136

Temecula Valley, 81

temperature, 17–18, 19, 

33, 221

Tempranillo grape, 40, 

205

Teroldego grape, 40

terroir (growing 

conditions), 17, 58

Tetra-Brik packaging, 

14–15

texture

body, defi ned, 36, 237

Cabernet Sauvignon, 

113, 114, 115

defi ned, 14

grip, 33

Merlot, 36, 114

Pinot Noir, 36, 138

To-Kalon Vineyard, 103

Tolmach, Adam 

(producer), 151

top-value wine 

recommendations

Cabernet, 124

Chardonnay, 96

Merlot, 128

Pinot Grigio/Gris, 176

Pinot Noir, 153

rosé, 213

Sauvignon Blanc, 108

sparkling wine, 211

Syrah/Shiraz, 190

Zinfandel, 168

tourism, 24. See also 

visiting wine 

country

transporting wine 

purchases, 240

Travers, Bob and Chris 

(producers), 103

TTB (Alcohol and 

Tobacco Tax and 

Trade Bureau), 42, 

43, 46, 51–52

Turnbull Wine Cellars, 

29–30

• U •
universities, support for 

winemaking, 19–20

unregulated marketing 

terms, 49–50

• V •
V. Sattui Winery, 251

Valdiguié grape, 205

varietal wines. See also 

red wines; white 

wines

blended wines, 

compared to, 

26–27

Cal-Ital, 73, 201–204

defi ned, 25–29

naming, 23, 25–29, 43

quality, relationship 

to, 28, 29

Verdelho grape, 40

Vignes, Jean-Louis 

(pioneer 

producer), 21

Village of Glen Ellen, 67

Villagio Inn & Spa (Web 

site), 250

vin gris designation on 

rosé wines, 212

vineyards. See also 

growing grapes; 

producers

estate bottling, 48, 155

expansion of, 24

list of California, 53–56

property names, 49

visitor numbers, 24

vinifying, defi ned, 30

Vintage Inn (Web site), 

250

vintage year, 45, 224, 

225–226, 227–230, 

244

vinted labeling, 48

vintners. See producers

Vintner’s Golf Club 

(Web site), 250

vintner’s reserve on 

label, 50

Viognier grape, 39, 200

Viognier wine, 178, 

179, 180

visiting wine country

best destinations, 

249–255

do’s and don’ts, 

235–238

Healdsburg, 68, 93, 

106–107, 254, 255

Mendocino County, 72

Monterey County, 

75–76

Napa Valley, 62, 63–65, 

93, 249–252

Paso Robles, 253

preparing for visit, 

238–240

Santa Barbara County, 

75, 254

Santa Cruz Mountains, 

75

Sierra Foothills, 82–83

Sonoma County, 

67–68, 93, 164–165

Sonoma Valley, 62

winery environment, 

231–235

viticultural areas, 3, 45, 

51–56. See also 

specifi c areas

24_376072-bindex.indd   26824_376072-bindex.indd   268 3/13/09   11:16:44 PM3/13/09   11:16:44 PM



 Index 269

viticulture, 19–20. See 
also growing 

grapes; 

winemaking

Vitis vinifera, 24, 25

volume of standard 

wine bottle, 

12, 43, 216

Voss Vineyards, 103

• W •
Ward, Dick (producer), 

143

weather. See climate

Web sites. See specifi c 
topics

weight, variety 

characteristic, 28, 

221

Wente, Carl (pioneer 

producer), 88

Wente Family Estates, 

73

Wente Vineyards, 22, 88

White Grenache 

grape, 39

white wines. See also 

Chardonnay wine; 

Sauvignon Blanc 

wine

aging of, 224, 225

Bordeaux, 31

Chenin Blanc, 38, 183

dessert wines, 215

Gewurztraminer, 

38, 183

intensity of fl avor, 220

overview, 32–33, 

38–39, 40

Pinot Blanc, 38, 

183–184

Pinot Grigio/Gris, 38, 

173–177

Rhône-style blends, 

178–181

Riesling, 181–182

tannin factor, 33

Viognier, 178, 179, 180

White Zinfandel, 12, 35, 

160, 213–214

Williams, Burt 

(producer), 149

Williams Selyem 

Winery, 97, 

148, 149

Willowbrook 

Cellars, 157

wine club, 234

wine compared to 

brand names, 

43–44

wine, defi ned, 13

Wine Enthusiast (Web 

site), 239

Wine For Dummies 

(McCarthy and 

Ewing-Mulligan), 

4, 13

Wine Spectator (Web 

site), 239

Wine Train, Napa 

Valley, 251

winecountry.com (Web 

site), 239

wineinstitute.org (Web 

site), 239

winemakers. See 

producers

winemaking. See also 

growing grapes

California’s place in 

American, 11, 15

estate-based 

compared to off-

vineyard, 48, 59, 

76, 81, 155

fl avor, effect on, 28

history, 20–24

level of, 15

overview, 11–15

process overview, 13

schools, 19–20

tour of winery, 

232–233

wineries. See 

producers; 

individual wineries

winery associations, 

239–240

wine-searcher.com 

(Web site), 3, 141

wine-tastings, 

comparative, 

220, 234–238

• Y •
year, vintage, 

45, 225–226, 

227–230, 244

yeasts, 13, 46

York Mountain, 78

Yountville (town), 

249–250

• Z •
Zellerbach, James 

(pioneer 

producer), 89

Zinfandel Advocates 

and Producers 

(ZAP) (Web site), 

161–162

Zinfandel grape

in blends, 200

growing, 162, 163–165

history, 159–161

profi le, 21, 35

Zinfandel wine

aging of, 224, 227, 246

cost, 35, 166–169

history, 159–161

as offi cial wine of 

California, 111

producers, 75, 166–169

recommendations, 

166–169

sources of, 63, 70, 164

taste, 35, 161–162, 163

variations in, 162–163

White Zinfandel, 12, 

35, 160, 213–214
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