
Chapter 1

The World of Tablet PC
In This Chapter
� Discovering how Tablet PC differs from a laptop or desktop

� Choosing the right Tablet PC model

� Turning it on

� Writing on the screen

� Turning the display on its ear

� Getting help

� Turning off Tablet PC

Tablet PC is a neat new style of portable computer that Microsoft has
invested big bucks in helping to develop. It’s lightweight, sleek, and offers

an interesting variety of ways to input information that Microsoft is betting
will appeal to you.

Now, we can’t all come from royalty — and frankly, Tablet PC has a less-than-
impressive family tree. In fact, Tablet PC comes from a long line of less-than-
successful ancestors, including Apple’s Newton, Go Corporation’s Eo (I
haven’t a clue what that stands for), and Sony Vaio’s Pen Tablet. These were
all early entries in the world of pen computing, technology that enables you to
write your input with a pen-like device instead of typing (as you would on
most other computers).

Tablet PC adds voice-recognition capability to the pen technology. Twenty-
odd manufacturers have brought out their versions in various portable, easy-
to-hold designs that weigh around three pounds. But what really sets Tablet
PC apart from its ancestors — and gives it a crack at finally making pen tech-
nology work — is its operating system. Tablet PC is driven by Microsoft
Windows XP for Tablet PC — a full version of Windows on which you can run
any program written for Windows.

Will this difference be enough to make Tablet PC the big success story its rel-
atives aspired to be? Only time will tell, but I predict it will.
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Introducing the Tablet-Style PC
Tablet-style PCs have been used by various businesses for several years now.
You’ve probably seen them in action — perhaps being carried around a store
by a clerk to update the inventory of canned peas in grocery stores — or you
may have actually used one yourself when signing your signature electroni-
cally after you received a package from an overnight shipping company.

The main features of a tablet-style PC are that you can write your input, and
it’s portable (as the Motion M1200 Tablet PC demonstrates in Figure 1-1), so it
works well for those who run from meeting to meeting, make the rounds in
the plant, or spend most of the workday “in the field” in various industries.

Figure 1-1:
The Motion

M1200
Tablet PC

comes 
with a

detachable
keyboard.

8 Part I: Getting Up to Speed with Tablet PC 

04 526472 Ch01.qxd  2/24/03  9:09 AM  Page 8



The Marriage of Windows XP
and Tablet PC

Tablet PC in its current form (to which this book is devoted) came about
when Microsoft partnered with manufacturers such as Toshiba, Fujitsu,
Compaq, and Acer to produce actual computer hardware while Microsoft
developed the operating system — Windows XP for Tablet PC. This program
is actually a superset of Windows XP that can run any standard Windows pro-
gram and adds pen and voice technology on top of that — a far cry from
Windows CE (a version that ran cramped little no-frills programs on “palm-
top” computers in the ’90s). Make no mistake: Tablet PC is no handheld com-
puter and it doesn’t run on a pale imitation of an operating system. It’s a very
robust computer in a very convenient package.

Windows XP for Tablet PC has some surprises all its own:

� Handwriting recognition: The operating system includes what may be
the most sophisticated handwriting-recognition technology yet devised.

� Speech recognition: It also has a speech-recognition program.

Handwriting recognition lets you turn handwritten input into standard
text with minimum hassle; you can even speak input and commands to
your computer and it does what you say.

Being able to write handwritten notes into your computer, save them, and
search them later is a seriously handy feature. Of course, it’s a less than ideal
way to input data for longer documents, so the Tablet PC hardware doesn’t
limit you to handwritten input. In fact, it offers you several options.

And what does the package that all these handwriting and speech features
come in look like? All models sport an on-screen Keyboard that you can tap
away at with your pen. Some models are designed like a laptop with a built-in
keyboard that swivels and folds flat to convert the unit into a tablet-like
format. Others offer a detachable keyboard.

Who Needs a Tablet PC?
Not sure whether you have a use for a Tablet PC — or how to get the most
from it if you buy one? Well, take a moment to see how this style of computer
fits most working lifestyles.
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The Tablet PC is being promoted as the perfect tool for somebody called the
corridor warrior. Cousin to the road warrior who travels frequently on busi-
ness, the corridor warrior spends his or her time running from meeting to
meeting, apparently with no life beyond the conference room. This creature
has the following needs:

� To take quick notes on the run in hallways and elevators.

� To take more extended notes in meetings where tapping away on a key-
board might be annoying.

� To store (and even search) handwritten notes for gems of information,
without having to convert all of his or her notes to type.

� To have a portable, lightweight computer that he or she can connect to
peripherals or a docking station back at that old-fashioned desktop.

Tablet PC may or may not be your perfect solution if you’re a road warrior —
depending on the model, you may have to carry with you a detachable key-
board, external CD drive, and other peripherals that may prove more weighty
in the end than a standard laptop. But some Tablet PC models are designed
more like a laptop (some have a built-in keyboard), and all are wireless
devices, allowing you to connect to the Internet through your cell phone (for
example), something your laptop may not allow you to do. Tablet PCs are also
more comfortable to work on when you have no work surface available.
(Remember what fun it is to juggle a laptop on your knees and type while wait-
ing to board your plane? Writing on a Tablet PC is much less of a juggling act.)

If you write a lot of lengthy documents, don’t travel or leave your office
much, or think the idea of writing on a computer screen is about as useful as
being able to write on your cat, you might consider returning your Tablet PC
and giving this book to a more mobile friend.

Choosing Your Tablet PC
Knowing that a Tablet PC is right for you is just the first step. Choosing one
can be challenging because there are actually about 23 different models of
Tablet PC, and each offers slightly different design and hardware features. If
you’ve already bought your Tablet PC, skip this section. But if one of your rea-
sons for buying this book is to figure out which Tablet PC to buy, read on . . .

All the models use the same operating system, so most activities covered in
this book work exactly the same with whatever Tablet PC you buy.
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Slate versus convertible
The first choice to make is between a slate model, such as the ViewSonic
Tablet PC (illustrated in Figure 1-2), which has no attached keyboard, and
a convertible model, such as the Acer TravelMate C100, which sports the
clamshell design of a traditional laptop — with a twist. The twist is that you
can spin the monitor panel around and flatten it to turn the laptop-style unit
into a tablet form.

Here are a few things to consider when choosing between convertible and
slate models.

Slate models:

� Pro — Detachable keyboard: You can attach a keyboard to any slate
model, so none of them is totally keyboardless. Some come with detach-
able keyboards; others offer this as an option.

� Con — No protective cover: Most slate units (the Motion M1200 Tablet
PC is an exception) have no protective cover over their screens, as a
convertible does when it’s closed up. You can buy screen protectors, but
if you treat your portable computer roughly, you may be better off with
a convertible model.
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Something to write home about?
The big debate about Tablet PC is whether
people even want to enter information into a
computer with a pen. Well, handwriting is easier
than typing for some — and a convenient
method of input in cramped spaces certainly
has its appeal. Imagine writing happily away at
30,000 feet with your pad-like Tablet PC resting
on your meal tray, avoiding the fool who slams
his seat back into your knees without warning.
Just imagine the disaster that would ensue with
a clamshell-style laptop.

Of course, handwriting is harder to read than
typed text — and handwriting-recognition pro-
grams still make mistakes, so converting your
handwriting to text can be cumbersome. Still,
consider the possibilities: Delivery people and

salespeople can capture actual signatures
while visiting customers. Hospital staff can jot
notes about treatments in settings where a key-
board would be difficult to come by. Market
research can be done by having people in a
shopping mall fill out any one of several ver-
sions of survey forms stored on a Tablet PC, and
through wireless technology, the results can be
sent to the home office in minutes, instead of
taking weeks to compile paper forms.

The debate about the viability of handwritten
input will probably continue until pen technol-
ogy and handwriting-recognition software
become user-friendly enough to end the uproar
once and for all.
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