
A
Account Lockout Policy, setting, 261–62
Active Directory, domain policy, 39
Ad-Aware Personal, 286
Administrative Tools, expanding, 29
Administrator

account, disabling, 259–60
command prompt as, 201–2
security, 259–60

Aero Glass, 70–76
animations, disabling, 75–76
borders, changing, 74–75
color, changing, 68, 72–73
disabled, overriding, 71–72
disabling, 212–13
hardware requirements, 71
problems with, 70
Taskbar, adjusting images, 33–34
transparency, disabling, 68
window interface, customizing, 67–68
and Windows Explorer speed, 212–13

AeroXP.org, 78
Animations

Aero Glass, disabling, 75–76
Taskbar, disabling, 32
Windows Explorer, adjusting, 207–12

Antivirus software, 287–88
avast!, 288

Appearance of desktop. See User interface, customizing
Appearance Settings, window metrics, modifying,

63–64
Application and Services Logs, Event Viewer, 142
Application Experience, 167
Application Information, 167
Application Layer Gateway, 167
Application Management, 167
Application priorities, adjusting

Start command, 232–33
Task Manager, 231–32
WinTasks Pro, 233–35

Application Programming Interface (API), and User
Account Control, 262

Application windows, PCMark05 benchmarking, 149
ARGB color format, 72
ATI TV Wonder 650 TV tuner card, 120

Audio compression, PCMark05 benchmarking, 150
Audio system, 111–15

Bass Boost, 112–13
Enhancements settings, accessing, 111–12
Headphone Virtualization, 115
Loudness Equalization, 115
Low Frequency Protection, 112–13
Room Correction, 113–15
Windows Media Player 11 enhancements, 118–19

AutoComplete
address bar suggestions, disabling, 291–93
disabling, 296–97

Automatic logon
enabling, 184–85
security issue, 184

Automatic Updates, setting, 253–54
Autoruns, auto-start applications, disabling, 187–88
Auto-start applications, modifying. See Logon speed,

improving
avast!, 288

B
Background

desktop video/animation, 51–52
logon screen, 15
Windows Sidebar, 54–55

Background Intelligent Transfer, 167
Balloon Help

disabling, 27
functions of, 27

Balloon notification, disabling, 44
Balloon Tips, disabling, 41
Base Filtering Engine, 167
Bass Boost, 112–13
Battery meter, hiding icon, 43
Benchmarking 

PCMark05 Basic Edition, 149–51
Windows System Performance Rating, 149–51

Big Screen Headlines RSS Reader, 124
Biometric sensor equipment, disabling, 163
BIOS

changing settings, 154
drive boot order, changing, 154–56
functions of, 153–54
Quick Boot, 156–57
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BitLockerDrive Encryption, 269–73
functions of, 269–70
hard drive configuration for, 270–71
hardware requirements, 270
running, 271–72
TPM chip for, 269–70
with USB storage device, 273

Block Level Backup Engine, 167
Bluetooth Support, 167
Boot Configuration Data Editor

accessing, 157
default OS, setting, 159

Boot screen, customizing, 3–7
hidden boot screen, activating, 3–5
high-resolution screen/creating, 5–7
and MUI (multilingual user interface), 5

Boot speed, improving, 153–82
boot files, optimizing location of, 179–82
boot screen, disabling, 159, 161
defragmenting for, 179–82
drive boot order, changing, 154–56
fonts, removing, 164–66
hardware, disabling, 162–64
Quick Boot, 156–57
services, disabling, 166–79
VistaBootPro, 160
Windows Boot Manager, modifying, 157–60

Borders, changing, Aero Glass, 74–75
Browsers. See Firefox; Internet Explorer 7
Browsing history, clearing, 293–94

C
Cache Bytes Peak, 205–6
Certificate Propagation, 167
Classic options, customizing. See Windows Classic
Client for Microsoft Networks, 245, 247
Clock, removing, 37–38, 43
CNG Key Isolation, 167
Colors

Aero Glass, changing, 68, 72–73
ARGB format, 72
ColorizationColor value generator, 73

COM+Event System, 167
COM+System Application, 167
Combo boxes, slide open, 210
Command prompt, Run as Administrator, 201–2
Compression programs, entries, removing from

context menus, 89–90
Computer Browser, 167

Context menus
removing items, 89–90
Send To, modifying, 90–91

Control Panel, expanding, 29
Cookies

acceptance settings, adjusting, 294–95
clearing, 293–94
creation of, 293
first/second-party types, 294

CPU
PCMark05 benchmarking, 150
performance counters, 138
performance overview, 131
utilization, Task Manager information, 144

Crossfading, 119
Cryptographic Services, 168
Cursors. See Mouse cursors
Custom Views, Event Viewer, creating, 142–43

D
DCOM Server Process Launcher, 168
Decryption, PCMark05 benchmarking, 149
Default Programs

accessing, 88
default launch app, changing, 90–91
removing from Start menu, 42

Defragmentation
to improve boot speed, 179–82
NTFS master file table, 230
of paging file, 230
third-party programs, 180–82
Windows Vista Disk Defragmenter, 179–80

Desktop
background, video files for, 51–52
changing appearance. See User interface,

customizing
gadgets, adding, 55–56
Ultimate Extra features, 51–52
wallpaper, setting, 69
See also Windows Sidebar

Desktop icons
customizing, 50–51
disabling all, 45–46
downloading, sites for, 50
drop shadow effect, 46–47
icon utility, 51
Recycle Bin, renaming, 48
shortcut arrow, removing, 48–49
size, changing, 48
size choices, 48
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system icons, display of, 47
user icons, display of, 47

Desktop Windows Manager (DWM)
Aero Glass, 33–34, 70
functions of, 70, 207

Desktop Windows Manager Session Manager, 168
Details pane, Explorer

customizing, 83
purpose of, 83
removing, 83

Details view
columns, customizing, 95–96
purpose of, 93
Windows Media Player 11, 116

deviantArt, 78
Device Manager

accessing, 162
hardware, disabling, 162–63

DFS Replication, 168
DHCP Client, 168
DHCP server, 194
Diagnostic Policy, 168
Diagnostics, system. See System performance

monitoring
Diagnostic Service Host, 168
Diagnostic System Host, 168
Direct3D, 70, 207
DirectX, and Desktop Windows Manager (DWM),

33–34
Disk Cleanup, running, 300–301
Diskeeper 2007, 180–82
Disk operations, performance overview, 131–32
Disk read/write bytes, performance counters, 138
Distributed Link Tracking Client, 168
Distributed Transaction Coordinator, 168
DNS Client, 168
Documents icon, removing from Start menu, 42
Dolby Pro Logic, Virtual Sound, 115
Domain policy, defined, 39
Download Accelerator Plus, 242
Downloads

accelerator programs, 242
saving to folder, 91
speeding up, 241–44

DreamScene
downloading, 51–52
pausing, 53

Drives, boot order, changing, 154–56
Drop shadows, desktop icons, enabling, 46–47
DVR, PC conversion to. See TV viewing, Windows

Media Player 11

E
EapHost, 168
Encryption, 266–73

BitLockerDrive Encryption, 269–73
files/folders, setting for, 268–69
PCMark05 benchmarking, 150
Recovery Agent, 266–69

Events, researching, method for, 142
Event Viewer, 140–43

accessing, 141
logs/events, reading, 142
purpose of, 140
system performance monitoring, 141
view, customizing, 142–43

Extra Large Icons view, purpose of, 93–94

F
Fade effects, enabling, 209–10
FAT32, versus NTFS file system, 199–200
Favorites

adding to Start menu, 29
management of, 82
removing from Start menu, 41

Fax, 169
Feeds. See RSS (Really Simple Syndication)
File(s)

encryption, 268–69
permissions, setting, 302–3
search, 84–85
temporary, removing from hard drive, 299–301

File access timestamp, disabling, 203
File and Printer Sharing for Microsoft Networks, 247
File associations, Explorer, default launch app,

changing, 87–89
File compression, PCMark05 benchmarking, 150
File settings, Details pane information, 83
Firefox

downloads, accelerating, 241–44
speeding up, 240–41

Firewalls, 256
functions of, 278
See also Windows Firewall

FireWire, disabling and boot speedup, 163
Flip 3D window switcher, 212
Folder(s)

encryption, 268–69
folder view, enabling, 43
hidden, showing, 97–98
hidden by default, 91
icon/image, changing, 91–92
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new settings applied to, 96
permissions, setting, 302–3
personal, Start Panel, hiding, 18–19
search, 84–85
Send To, entries from, 91
settings, return to default, 96
show preview, 210
templates, changing, 92–93

Folder section, Explorer, opening, 83
Folder view, customizing, 93–96
Fonts

commonly used fonts, 165
reinstalling, 166
removing to improve boot speed, 164–66
smooth edges, 211
themes, changing, 63–64

Forms, RoboForm add-on, 110
Free Download Manager, steps in use, 242–44
Frequently Run Programs

icon size, changing, 21–22
private programs, hiding, 23–24
programs displayed, changing number of, 22–23

Function Discovery Provider Host, 169
Function Discovery Resource Publication, 169

G
Gadget(s)

adding to Sidebar, 55–56
creating. See Gadgets, creating
on desktop, 55–56
downloading, sites for, 56

Gadgets, creating, 57–60
HTML, use of, 58–59
and JavaScript, 58–59
package file, 59
XML gadget file, 57–58

Games, link, removing from Start menu, 41
GetRight, 242
Graphic equalizer, 119
Graphics adapter memory, PCMark05 

benchmarking, 149
Group Policy

domain policy, 39
local policy, 39
policies, listing of, 41–44

Group Policy Client, 169
Group Policy Editor

accessing, 39
policy setting, steps in, 39–40

Guest account, renaming, 258–59

H
Happague WinTV tuner cards, 120
Hard drive, temporary files, removing, 299–301
Hardware

disabling to improve boot speed, 162–64
types frequently disabled, 162–64

Headphone Virtualization, 115
Health Key and Certificate Management, 169
Help

Balloon Help, disabling, 27
menu, removing from Start menu, 41

Hidden files
on by default, 91
showing, 96–98
super files, showing, 98

High-resolution boot screen
creating, 5–7
hidden, activating, 3–5
problems with, 4

History
browsing, clearing, 293–94
documents, clearing, 41
programs, clearing, 41

Home page, multiple, setting, 104–5
HTML, gadget creation, 58–59

I
Iconaholic, 50
Icons

folders, changing, 91–92
Start Menu (classic), changing size, 30
Start Panel, changing size, 21–22
system tray, modifying, 37–38
Taskbar, changing size, 35
thumbnail replacement for, 210
views, types of, 93
See also Desktop icons

Icon view, Windows Media Player 11, 116
IeSpell, Internet Explorer add-on, 110
IKE and AuthIP IPsec Keying Modules, 169
Image decompression, PCMark05 benchmarking, 150
Images

boot screen, customizing, 5–7
folders, changing, 91–92
logon screen, customizing, 8–9
logon screen background, changing, 15
PNG image, 54
Preview pane browsing, 84

Index.dat, deleting, 292–93
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Indexing service
customizing, 86–87
disabling, 217–18
purpose of, 86, 216

Interactive Services Detection, 169
Internet Connection Sharing (ICS), 169
Internet Download Manager, 242
Internet Explorer 7

downloads, accelerating, 241–44
ieSpell add-on, 110
multiple home pages, 104–5
pop-up settings, 106
privacy. See Internet Explorer privacy
Protected Mode, 282
Quick Tabs, 103–4, 106
RoboForm add-on, 110
RSS (Really Simple Syndication), 107–8
search engines, customizing, 99–103
security settings, 282–84
speeding up, 237–39
tab keyboard shortcuts, 103
tabs, customizing, 105
tab settings, 106
tab settings, accessing, 105

Internet Explorer 7 privacy
AutoComplete, disabling, 296–97
cookie acceptance settings, 294–95
encrypted pages, eliminating, 295–96
index.dat, deleting, 292–93
temporary files, automatic empty feature, 297–98
temporary Internet files/history/cookies, clearing,

293–94
Internet Protocol Version 4 (TCP/IPv4), 247
Internet Protocol Version 6 (TCP/IPv6), 247
Internet security

antivirus software, 287–88
Internet Explorer 7 settings, 282–84
Security Center, 277–78
spyware, defense against, 285–86
testing, 275–77
third-party programs, 276–77, 286, 288
Windows Defender, 285–86
Windows Firewall, 278–82
See also Internet Explorer 7 privacy

IP configuration, alternate address, 194–96
IP Helper, 169

J
JavaScript, gadget creation, 58–59
JoeJoe.org, 78

K
Keyboard shortcuts, Internet Explorer 7, 103
KtmRM for Distributed Transaction Coordinator, 169

L
Legacy filename creation, disabling, 200–202
Link-Layer Topology Discover Mapper, 169
Link-Layer Topology Discovery Mapper I/O 

Driver, 247
Link-Layer Topology Responder, 247
Local policy, defined, 39
Local Security Policy, security message, display of, 13
Lockout policy, setting, 261–62
Logoff

adding to Start menu/Start Panel, 41
removing from Start menu, 43

Logon screen , customizing, 7–17
background, 15
difficulty of, 7–8
last logon, clearing, 10–12, 260
Num Lock, enabling by default, 14–15
screensaver, changing, 12–13
security message, 13–14
system accounts, hiding, 10–11
user images, changing, 8–9

Logon speed, improving, 183–96
automatic logon, 184
auto-start applications, disabling, 186–88
auto-start applications for all users, modifying,

193–94
auto-start applications return problem, 188–89
IP configuration, alternate address, 194–96
logon music, disabling, 196
RealPlayer features problem, 189–90
security alerts, disabling, 191–92

LogonStudio, 15
Logs, Event Viewer, 142
Loudness Equalization, 115
Low Frequency Protection, Low Frequency Protection

M
Master file table (MFT)
Master file table (MFT), defragmenting, 203
MCDBrowser, 124
mcePhone for Skype, 124
mceWeather, 124
Media, customizing

audio system, 111–15
Media Center, 119–24
Windows Media Player 11, 115–19
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Media Center, 119–24
television component. See TV viewing, Media Center

Media Center Entender, 169
Media Center Receiver, 169
Media Center Scheduler, 170
Media Player. See Windows Media Player 11
Medium Icons view, purpose of, 93
Memory

latency tests, 150
memory faults, causes of, 133
NTFS file system memory, adjusting, 204–6
out of memory errors, 224
paging file, 223–29
PCMark05 benchmarking, 150
performance counters, 138
performance overview, 133
RAM, adding, 220–21
RAM and boot speed, 156
Task Manager information, 144
USB storage devices, 222–23

Menus
disabling, 41
fade/slide effects, 209–10
personalized, disabling, 30–31
shadows effect, 210

Microangelo On Display, 51
Microsoft Windows Live Gallery, site for, 145
Modems, disabling and boot speedup, 163
Mouse cursors

customizing, 65–66
shadows effect, 210

Movies, desktop background, 51–53
MP3 files, Preview pane browsing, 84
msconfig, 4
MSN Remote Record add-on, 124
MUI (multilingual user interface), boot screen image,

creating, 5–7
Multimedia devices, disabling and boot speedup,

163–64
Music

playing. See Audio system; Windows Media 
Player 11

removing from Start menu, 42

N
Natural language search, 85
Navigation pane, Explorer

customizing, 81–82
removing, 83

Navigation shortcuts
types of, 18
See also Start Panel, customizing

NeoWin.net, 78
Net Runtime Optimization v2.0, 167
Net. Tcp Port Sharing, 170
NetTools, 276
Network adapters, disabling and boot speedup, 162
Network connections

IP configuration, alternate address, 194–96
Network Connections, expanding, 30
Network Connections service, 170
Network List service, 170
Network Location Awareness service, 170
Network Store Interface service, 170
performance overview, 132–33
protocols, disabling, 246–47
protocols, viewing, 245–46
removing from Start menu, 42
security, 256
Task Manager information, 144
Windows Vista protocols, listing of, 247

Notification area cleanup, disabling, 41
NTFS file system

accessing, 199
converting to, 200
legacy filename creation, disabling, 200–202
master file table (MFT), 203
master table, defragmenting, 230
memory allocation, adjusting, 204–6
tracking, disabling, 42

Num Lock, enabling by default, 14–15

O
O&O Defrag, 180
Offline Files, Network Store Interface service, 170
Open Search XML file, 101
Operating system, default, setting, 159
Out of memory errors, 224

P
Paging file, 223–29

defragmenting, 230
disabling, 224–25
location of, changing, 228–29
performance counters, 138
purpose of, 220, 223–24
size, adjusting, 226–28

Parental Controls, Network Store Interface service, 170
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Passwords, 256–59
Account Lockout Policy, setting, 261–62
Administrator account security, 259–60
complex, benefits of, 257
guest account, renaming, 258–59
RoboForm add-on, 110
saved, removing, 301–2
stored, viewing, 301
user’s account, changing, 257

PCMark05 Basic Edition, 149–51
PCMCIA cards, disabling and boot speedup, 163–64
Peer Name Resolution Protocol, 171
Peer Networking Grouping, 171
Peer Networking Identity Manager, 171
Performance counters. See Performance Monitor
Performance Information and Tools, Taskbar

animations, disabling, 32
Performance Logs & Alerts, 171
Performance Monitor, 133–39

accessing, 134
performance counters, adding, 134–35
performance counters, saving setup, 138–39
problem detection indicators, 138
update interval, setting, 137–38
viewing data, methods, 135–37

Performance of system. See System performance
monitoring

Performance Options
accessing, 207
animations, adjusting, 208–12

Performance Tab, Task Manager, 144
Permissions, setting for files/folders, 302–3
Personal folders, Start Panel, hiding, 18–19
Personalization screen, accessing, 67
Personalized menus, disabling, 30–31, 41
Pictures icon, removing from Start menu, 42
Pinning programs

adding to Start menu, 24–25
removed from Start menu, 42

Plug and Play, 171
Plug-ins, security cautions, 255
PNG image, Windows Sidebar background, 54–55
PNP-x IP Bus Enumerator, 171
PNRP Machine Name Publication, 171
Pointers. See Mouse cursors
Policies. See Group Policy Editor
Policy Agent, 171
Pop-up help, disabling, 27
Pop-ups, Internet Explorer settings, 106
Portable Device Enumerator, 171
Ports, security scans, 276–77

POST screen, 153
Prefetcher, 179
Preview pane, Explorer

customizing, 84
turning on/off, 84

Printers, multiple, accessing, 30
Print Spooler, 171
Privacy

permissions, setting, 302–3
program list, clearing, 298–99
saved passwords, removing, 301–2
temporary files on hard drive, removing, 299–301
See also Internet Explorer 7 privacy

Problem Reports and Solutions Control Panel 
Support, 171

Processes Tab
ending processes, 144
Task Manager, 143–44

Processor. See CPU
Program Compatibility Assistant, 171
Program highlights, disabling
Program list, clearing, 298–99
Protected Mode, 282
Protected Storage, 171

Q
QOS Packet Scheduler, 247
Quality Windows Audio Video Experience, 171
Quick Boot, enabling, 156–57
Quick Launch

enable toolbar, 43
Media Center shortcuts on, 122
Sidebar, adding to, 60
Taskbar, customizing, 34–35
Taskbar, enabling, 34

Quick Tabs, 103–4, 106

R
RAM

and boot speed, 156
expansion slots, 220–21
installing, 221

ReadyBoost, 172
RealPlayer, features, disabling, 189–90
Recovery Agent, 266–69

files/folders, setting for, 268–69
set-up, 267

Recycle Bin
on desktop by default, 47
renaming, 48
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Registry Editor
logon screen screensaver, changing, 12
programs, hiding, 23–24
system accounts, hiding, 10–11

Reliability and Performance Monitor, 130–33
Reliability Monitor, 139–40

purpose of, 139
System Stability Chart, 139–40
System Stability Report, 140

Remote Access Auto Connection Manager, 172
Remote Access Connection Manager, 172
Remote computers, performance counters, adding, 135
Remote Procedure Call (RPC) Locator, 172
Remote Registry, 172
Remove All Programs, 42
Resource editor

downloading, 54
Windows Sidebar background, 54–55

Resource Hacker, 54
Resources Overview, performance overview screen,

131–32
RoboForm, 110
Room Correction, 113–15
Routing and Remote Access, 172
RSS (Really Simple Syndication), 107–8

Feed Headlines on Sidebar, 108
settings, customizing, 109
subscribing, 107–8
Windows Media Player reader, 124

Run, removing from Start menu, 42
Run in Separate Memory Space, 41

S
Safe mode, accessing, 4
Screensavers

listing of, 13
changing, 12–13

Scroll
smooth-scroll list boxes, 211
Start Menu, 31

Search
features, removing from Start menu, 42
removing from Start menu, 42
scope of searches, customizing, 25–26
Start Panel capabilities, 25
See also Windows Explorer search

Search engines, 99–103
adding to Internet Explorer 7, 99–100
custom search entries, adding, 101–3
management of, 100–101
Registry file, custom search, 102–3

Secondary Logon, 172
Security

Account Lockout Policy, setting, 261–62
Administrator account, disabling, 259–60
alerts, disabling, 191–92
automatic logon issue, 184
encryption, 266–73
firewalls, 256
last user, clearing, 10–12, 260
Local Security Policy editor, 13
logon screen message, 13–14
network connections, 256
passwords, 256–59
plug-ins, cautions, 255
port scanning, 276–77
security patches, 253–54
threats, information sources on, 252
User Account Control, 255–56, 262–63
See also Internet Explorer 7 privacy; Internet

security
Security Accounts Management, 172
Security Center, 172, 277–78

loading, 278
Send To menu, modifying, 90–91
Server service, 172
Services

disabling to improve boot speed, 166–79
functions of, 166
Services utility, 177–78
Windows Vista, listing of, 167–76

Settings menu, remove programs, 42
Shadows effects, enabling, 210–11
Shortcut arrow, removing from desktop, 48–49
Sidebar. See Windows Sidebar
Skins, 76–78

downloading, sites for, 78
hacked visual styles, use of, 76–78
skinning engine files, patching, 77–78
Vista skinning capabilities, 76
visual styles as, 66, 76
WindowBlinds, 78–80

Slide effects, enabling, 209–10
SL UI Notification, 172
Small Icons view, purpose of, 93
Smart Card Removal Policy, 172
Smart Card service, 172
SNMP Trap, 173
Software Licensing service, 173
Sounds

logon music, disabling, 196
modifying, 64–65
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startup, 65
See also Audio system

Speaker system, customizing. See Audio system
Spell check, ieSpell, 110
Spybot-S&D, 286
SpyNet, 286
Spyware

third-party programs, 286
Windows Defender, 285–86

SSDP Discovery, 173
SSL connections, encrypted pages, eliminating,

295–96
Star Downloader, 242
Start command, 232–33
Start Menu (classic)

activating, 27–28, 43
See also Start Menu (classic), customizing

Start Menu (classic), customizing
customizable features, 29–30
with Group Policy Editor, 39–44
icons, changing size, 30
menu settings, preventing changes, 43
personalized menus, disabling, 30–33
scrolling, 31
system components, 19–20

Start Panel
programs, maximum number on, 22
search capabilities, 25
See also Start Panel, customizing

Start Panel, customizing, 17–27
Balloon Help, disabling, 27
Customization screen, accessing, 18
drag-and-drop function, disabling, 41
Frequently Run Programs list, 21–25
with Group Policy Editor, 39–44
icons, changing size, 21–22
number of programs, setting, 22–23
personal folders, hiding, 18–19
pinning programs, 24–25
program highlights, disabling, 26–27
programs, keeping off list, 23–24
Recent Items, removing, 20
search box, scope of searches, 25–26

Startup
automatic logon, enabling, 184–85
and BIOS, 153–54
boot screen, customizing, 3–7
logon screen, customizing, 7–17
logon speed. See Logon speed, improving
PCMark05 benchmarking, 149
POST screen, 153

sound, modifying, 65
system boot speed. See Boot speed, improving

Subfolders, search, 85
Superfetch, 173
Super hidden files, showing, 98
Surround sound, Headphone Virtualization, 115
System Cache Resident Bytes, 205–6
System components buttons, Start Panel, customizing,

19–20
System Configuration

boot screen, disabling, 161
timeout values, changing, 158

System Configuration Utility
accessing, 4, 161, 186
auto-start applications, disabling, 186–87

System icons, display on desktop, 47
System Notification Event, 173
System performance monitoring

CPU performance overview, 131
Disk overview, 131–32
Event Viewer, 140–43
gadgets for, 145
Memory overview, 133
Network overview, 132–33
PCMark05 Basic Edition, 149–51
Performance Monitor, 133–39
Reliability and Performance Monitor, 130–33
Reliability Monitor, 139–40
Resources Overview, 131–32
Task Manager, 143–45
Windows Performance Diagnostic Console,

loading, 130–31
Windows System Performance Rating, 146–49

System Stability Chart, 139–40
System Stability Report, reading, 140
System tray

clock, removing, 37–38
disabling, 43
icons, modifying, 37–38

T
Tab browsing. See Internet Explorer 7
Tablet PC Input, 173
Taskbar, customizing, 32–44

Aero glass, adjusting images, 33–34
animation, disabling, 32
with Group Policy Editor, 39–44
icons, changing size, 35
locking/unlocking, 34, 41
moving Taskbar, 35–36
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prevent changes, 43–44
program grouping, 32–33
Quick Launch, enabling, 34–35
slide taskbar buttons, 210
system tray, 37–38
thumbnails, disabling, 44

Task Manager, 143–45
all users, viewing processes, 143
application priorities, adjusting, 231–32
CPU utilization, display of, 144
Performance Tab information, 144
Processes Tab information, 143–44
purpose of, 143

Task Scheduler, 173
TCP/IP NetBIOS Helper, 173
Telephone calls, on Windows Media Player 11, 124
Templates, folders, changing, 92–93
Temporary files, removing from hard drive, 299–301
Temporary Internet files

automatic empty feature, 297–98
clearing, 293–94

Terminal Services, 173
Terminal Services Active Sessions, 135
Terminal Services Configuration, 173
Terminal Service UserMode Port Redirector, 173
Theme(s), 61–70

creating own. See Themes, creating
current, changing, 62
purpose of, 61

Themes, creating, 63–70
Aero window interface, customizing, 67–68
fonts, changing, 63–64
mouse cursors, customizing, 65–66
saving theme, 69–70
sounds, modifying, 64–65
visual styles, 66–67
wallpaper, 69
window metrics, modifying, 63–64

Themes service, 174
Thread Ordering Server, 174
3D physics, PCMark05 benchmarking, 149
3D pixel shader, PCMark05 benchmarking, 149
Thumbnails, to replace icons, 210
Tiles view

folders, displaying, 94
purpose of, 93
Windows Media Player 11, 116

Timeout values, changing, 158
Timestamp, disabling, 203
ToolTips, fade/slide effects, 209

Total Sessions counter, 135
TPM Base Services, 174
Transparency

ARGB value of, 73
disabling, 68
enabling, 209

Trusted Platform Module (TPM)
chip, 269–70
disabling, 163

TV viewing, Media Center, 119–24
configuring for, 120–21
recorded shows, watch for, 123
storing shows, setting path, 122
system requirements, 119–20
tuner card installation, 120
TV listings, add-on for, 124
TV tuner card models, 120

U
Ultimate Extra

downloading, 52
DreamScene, 51–52

Updates. See Windows updates
UPnP Device Host, 174
Usage Peak, performance counter, 138
USB drive

adding, 222–23
BitLockerDrive Encryption with, 273

User account(s)
clearing last logon, 10–12, 260
hiding on logon screen, 10
images, adding to logon screen, 8–9
protection of. See Security

User Account Control, 262–63
antivirus software with, 287
disabling, 51
functions of, 262
Local Security Policy modifications, 263–64
security issues, 255–56
settings, 263–64
two accounts, setting, 264–66

User interface, Vista changes to, 70
User interface, customizing

animations, adjusting, 207–12
sizes and window metrics, 63
skinning, 76–78
themes, 61–70
WindowBlinds, 78–80
See also Aero Glass
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Usernames
RoboForm add-on, 110
stored, viewing, 301

User Profile service, 174
User tracking, disabling, 42

V
VBOX USB-A 3560 TV tuner card, 120
Video encoding, PCMark05 benchmarking, 150
Video files, desktop background, 51–53
Virtual Disk, 174
Virtual Memory Settings, paging file, changes to,

227–29
Virus protection

antivirus software, 287–88
PCMark05 benchmarking, 150
User Account Control, 262, 287

Vista Boot Logo Generator, 5–6
VistaBootPro, 160
Vista Glass. See Aero Glass
VistaICO, 50
VistaIcons, 50
Visual styles

disabling, 211
theme, selecting, 66–67
Vista choices of, 66
See also Skins

VoIP, and network performance problems, 132
Volume control icon, hiding icon, 43
Volume Shadow Copy, 174

W
Wallpaper, changing, 69
WDDM (Windows display driver model), 71
Weather forecasts, on Windows Media Player 11, 124
WebClient, 174
Web page rendering, PCMark05 benchmarking, 149
Web sites, Open Search XML file, 101
WebTV, creating, 124
WindowBlinds, 78–80

accessing, 79
adding skins to, 80
and skinning, 78
skins, adding to desktop, 79

Window Event Collector, 175
Window metrics

function of, 63
modifying, 63–64

Windows Audio Endpoint Builder, 174
Windows Audio service, 174
Windows Backup service, 174
Windows Boot Manager

backup of, 157
default OS, setting, 159
modifying, 157–60
timeout values, changing, 158
VistaBootPro to edit, 160

Windows Classic
enabling, 211, 214
Start Menu. See Start Menu (classic), customizing
theme, selecting, 62
Windows Explorer, use and speed improvement,

211, 213
Windows Color System, 174
Windows Connect Now-Config Registrar, 174
Windows Defender, 175, 285–86

scanning procedure, 285–86
Windows Driver Foundation, 175
Windows Error Reporting, 175
Windows Event Log, 175
Windows Explorer, customizing

context menu, modifying, 89–91
Details pane, 83
file associations, 87–89
indexing service, 86–87
Navigation pane, 81–82
Preview pane, 84
search. See Windows Explorer search
speeding up. See Windows Explorer speed,

improving
Windows Explorer search

customizing, 84–86
without index, 217
indexing service, adjusting, 216–17
natural language search, 85
for non-indexed items, 86
options for, 85
scope of search, adjusting, 215
speeding up, 215–18
subfolders, 85
Vista changes to, 84

Windows Explorer speed, improving
Aero Glass, disabling, 212–13
animations, adjusting, 207–12
file access timestamp, disabling, 203
indexing service, adjusting/disabling, 216–18
legacy filename creation, disabling, 200–202
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NTFS file system, converting to, 200
NTFS memory allocation, 204–6
search scope, adjusting, 215
Windows Classic mode for, 211, 213

Windows Firewall, 175, 278–82
configuring, 279–81
loading, 279
outbound, enabling, 281–82
turning on, 281–82

Windows Image Acquisition (WIA), 175
Windows Installer, 175
Windows Logs, Event Viewer, 142
Windows Management Instrumentation, 175
Windows Media Player 11, 115–19

add-ons, site for, 124
allow/deny outside access, 117–18
audio effects, accessing, 118
crossfading, 119
graphic equalizer, 119
panels, adjusting, 115–16
playback speed, 119
Quick Launch shortcuts for, 122
RSS Reader add-on, 124
sharing library, 116–17
telephone calls on, 124
views, adjusting, 116–17
weather forecasts, 124
WebTV, creating, 124

Windows Media Player Network Sharing, 175
Windows Modules Installer, 176
Windows Performance Diagnostic Console, loading,

130–31
Windows Presentation Foundation Font Cache, 176
Windows ReadyBoost, 222–23
Windows Remote Management 

(WS-Management), 176
Windows Search, 176

Windows Sidebar, 53–60
background, customizing, 54–55
Feed Headlines on, 108
gadgets, adding, 55–56
gadgets, creating, 56–60
performance monitoring gadgets, 145
purpose of, 54
Quick Launch bar, adding, 60

Windows SuperFetch, 222
Windows System Performance Rating, 146–49

accessing tools, 148–49
refresh, situation for, 148
Sub Ratings, 147, 149

Windows Time, 176
Windows updates

Start Panel shortcuts, hiding, 43
Ultimate Extras, downloading, 52
update interval, setting, 137–38
Vista updates, installing, 253–54
Windows Update service, 176

Windows Vista Basic, 70
Windows Vista Disk Defragmenter, 179–80
WinHTTP Web Proxy Auto-Discovery, 176
WinTasks Pro

application priorities, profiling, 233–35
downloading, site for, 233

WinZip, entries, removing from context menus, 89–90
Wired AutoConfig, 176
WLAN AutoConfig, 176
WMI Performance Adapter, 176
Workstation service, 176

X
XML, gadget creation, 57–58

Z
Zip files, gadget package file, 59
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