


And you’re in luck because this section helps you with just that — it focuses
on the difference between breeds and how those influences impact your life
on a daily basis.

In addition to breed, a puppy’s personality and temperament should influ-
ence selection. Like kids, each puppy has a personality that’s markedly
defined by the time he’s 8 weeks old. However, unlike kids, you can pick your
puppy’s personality.

A word on breeds
Before starting out, it’s a good idea to get a handle on the word “breed.” A
breed, as defined by Webster’s New World College Dictionary, 4th Edition, is
more or less a group of animals descended from common ancestors. If you
look to the American Kennel Club (AKC), they define a breed as “a line of dogs
with similar ancestry.” Ancestry, then, is the keyword here: By belonging to a
certain breed, a puppy’s lineage can be traced along a family tree. If you
invest in a purebred dog (versus say, a mixed breed), you can decipher just
where his great-grandfather lived and what made him so special, whether it
be championship ribbons or obedience titles.

Most breeds can be traced back in history to the time of their conception.
Generally a breed is created when a person or a group of like-minded advo-
cates mindfully pair two dogs that have similar instincts or looks. For exam-
ple, the conception of the Parsons Russell Terrier (also known as the Jack
Russell Terrier) was the project of Rev. Jack Russell, who lived in the mid-
1880s. Until that time, hunters carried a short-legged terrier on horseback to
rush a fox from its hole after the hounds had cornered it. Russell sought to
breed a dog with legs long enough to keep up with the hounds but with
enough agility and drive to follow through with its task of rushing a fox from
its hole. Russell’s first breeding female, the queen bee so to speak, was a
cross-bred terrier named “Trump,” whom he bought from a milkman.
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Your dog’s ingrained need for a job
A puppy’s instinctual skills, with a few excep-
tions, are no longer necessary to human sur-
vival. But, please don’t let your puppy in on this
secret. His skills are his life’s talent and employ-
ing them will give his life a sense of purpose. No
sheep to herd? The neighborhood kids will do.

No snow in Savannah? Pulling a skateboarder
will satisfy a Siberian Husky. No ducks to
retrieve? A tennis ball will do just fine. Dogs love
to work, and they can’t quell their passions just
because you have a late meeting.
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