
• A •
Achaean Confederacy, 162
Achilles heel, 60
Achilles (warrior), 60
acoustics in theatre, 208
Acropolis, 89
Acropolis, place to visit, 328
acting, 208–209
AD (Anno Domini), 14
Aeolian Greek alphabet, 17
Aeolis, 36
Aereopagus Council, 89, 93
Aeschylus (poet), 69, 210, 211
Age of Heroes (creation myth), 253
Agesilaos (Spartan king), 121
Agis (king), 107, 146–147
agora (Athenian public square), 89, 246
Agora, place to visit, 331–332
Alcibiades (politician), 107, 110–111,

114–115, 321–322
Alexander the Great

accomplishments of, 152
Darius, the hunt for, 145–148
death of, 151, 152
death of Philip benefitting, 135
as dodgy character, 324
in Egypt, 144–145
god in human form, Alexander as,

145–146
Gordian Knot, untying of, 142
Illyrian tribes, fighting with, 136–137
India, journey to, 149
invasion of Persian Empire by, 140–144
journey back home by, 149–150
marriage of, 148–149, 151
myths about, 135–136
overview, 135–136
Persian customs, adoption of, 148

Persian Empire during reign of, 140
ruling his empire, 150–151
Theban revolt, 137–138
Thrace, invasion of, 136

Alexandria (city)
city planning in, 157–158
cosmopolitan nature of, 159
library in, 158
overview, 145

Amphipolis (city), 131
amphora (large vessel), 231
Anabasis (Xenophon), 120–121
anarchy, 47
Anaximander (philosopher), 295–296
The Ancient Egyptians For Dummies

(Booth), 39, 144, 157
animals

goatherding, 171
herding, 168–169
hunting game, 169–170
as sacrifices to the gods, 286

ankhisteia (network of relatives),
180–181

anthropomorphism
described, 251
nature of gods, 256

Antipater (general), 146–147, 155
Anyte (poet), 169
Apelles of Colophon (artist), 233
Aphrodite (Olympian god), 262, 265
Apollo (Olympian god), 261–262, 265
Apollo (Roman god), 265
Apollodorus (The Library of Greek

Mythology), 251
archaeology, 16
Archaic period (700–480 BC)

art, 222
sculpture, 224–225
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archers, 60
Archestratus (Gastronomy), 199
Archilochos of Paros (poet), 59
Archimedes (mathematician)

inventions by, 309–310
overview, 306

Archimedes screw, 309
architect for temple, selecting an, 242–243
architecture

agoras, 246
overview, 237
stadiums, 246
stoas, 246
temples, 238–245
theatres, 246

Ares (Olympian god), 262, 265
Aristagoras (led Ionian revolt), 70
Aristeides (general), 84
Aristophanes (writer)

Frogs, 259, 282, 318–319
overview, 104
as playwright, 92, 96, 312
as poet, 214–215

Aristotle (philosopher)
The Art of Poetry, 212
Ethics, 305, 318
Metaphysics, 305
as metoikos, 190
overview, 204, 304–305
Physics, 305
Poetics, 305
Politics, 119, 305
scientific study, 304

Arkhidamian War, 102
Arkhidamos (Spartan king), 101
arkhon, 43, 93
armour, 58
Arrian (historian), 139, 152
art

in Archaic period (700–480 BC), 222
in Classical period (480–330 BC), 222
clay figures, 234
in clothing, 234–235
decorative bronzes, 234

in Geometric period (1100–700 BC), 222
in Hellenistic period (330–30 BC), 223
jewellery, 235
Mycenaean art, connection to, 222
overview, 221–223
pottery, 230–233
sculpture, 223–230

Artaxerxes (Persian king), 120, 122–123
Artemis (Olympian god), 262, 265
The Art of Cookery (Heracleides of

Syracuse), 199
The Art of Poetry (Aristotle), 212
Asclepius (god), 203
Asia Minor

invasion of, 132
migration to, 35–38
overview, 12–13

Asklepiades (poet), 201
astronomy, 306
Athena (Olympian god), 262, 265
Athenian calendar

days in, 193
months of, 192–193
overview, 192–193

Athenian democracy
Aereopagus Council, 89, 93
arkhons, 93
boule (Council of 500), 89, 92–93
ekklesia (general assembly), 89, 90–92
the Eleven, 93
the Nine, 93
overview, 89
strategoi (elected generals), 93

Athenian League
dismantling, 125
overview, 123

Athenian legal system
overview, 94
prosecuting cases, 95
thesmothetai (arkhons who

administered justice), 94
trying a case, 96
witness, determining fitness of, 95
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Athens
Arginoussai, losses at, 116–117
coup in, 114–116
democracy, forced breakup of, 118–119
diminished status of, 113–116
overview, 13
peace agreement with Macedonia, 132
after Persian Wars, 79
Persia’s attempt to take advantage of

the diminished status of, 114
rebuilding, 84–86
Sicilian Expedition, loss in, 111
Sparta, rivalry with, 97–98
surprise attack by Sparta, 117
surrender to Sparta, 118–119
Thebes, alliance with, 121–122
the Thirty, 118–119
walls around, 84–86

athletics
overview, 216–217
for women, 219

attack methods in naval warfare, 65–66
attendance at ekklesia (general

assembly), 91–92
attributions of gods, 257–258
axones, 46

• B •
Babylon, Alexander the Great taking

possession of, 147
Bacchus (Roman god), 265
Bagoas (eunuch), 148
barley crop, 166
Barnes, Jonathan (Early Greek

Philosophy), 295
basic meals, 197
basileus, 42–43
battering rams used in seige warfare, 109
battle formation, 61
Battle of the Granicus River

controversy of, 141
harsh punishment doled out by

Alexander after, 141
overview, 140–141

battles, 62.  See also specific battles
BC (before Jesus Christ), 14
BCE (Before the Common Era), 14
Bédoyère, Guy de la (The Romans For

Dummies), 306, 319
behaviour of gods, 257
Bellerophon (hero), 278
betrothal, 183
big sacrifices, 286
bird lore, interpreting, 288
birth of children, 184–186
black-figure painting (600 BC onwards),

231–232
boarding as method of attack in naval

warfare, 65
Booth, Charlotte (The Ancient Egyptians

For Dummies), 39, 144
boule (Council of 500), 46, 89, 92–93
boxing, 217
boys, education for, 186
bra, invention of, 25
The British Museum, 

place to visit, 327–328,
Brasidas (Spartan officer), 105–106
Bronze Age (2700–1100 BC)

creation myths, 253
overview, 15, 22

Bulgaria, 13
burials, 283

• C •
calendar

Athenian calendar, 192–193
for dating political documents and

legislation, 193
day, figuring out the, 192
event, dating things by, 191
non-work days, 194
observing religious, 193, 290–291

Calliope (Muse), 258
camaraderie of Macedonians due to

Philip II (Macedonian king), 130–131
captain, 65
cast bronze sculptures, 223
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cavalry, 60
cavalry punch tactic, 146
CE (Common Era), 14
Ceos (island), 170–171
ceramics as Minoan product for trade, 24
Ceres (Roman god), 265
Chaeronea, Battle of, 132–133
Charon (ferryman), 282
cheating during Olympic Games, 219
children

birth of, 184–186
delivery of babies, 185
education for, 186–187
infanticide, 185–186
overview, 184

chorus used in tragedies, 212
city planning in Alexandria, 157–158
city-states, 16
civilisation, 11
clan, 42
Classical period (490–350 BC)

art, 222
end of, 125
overview, 16
sculpture, 225–228

clay figures, 234
Cleitus (Companion), 148
Cleophon (politician), 115
Clio (Muse), 258
clothing

art in, 234–235
materials used in, 234
of Minoan civilisation, 25
types of garments, 234–235

Clytemnestra (mythical monster), 182
coins carried in the mouth, 197
Colossus of Rhodes (statue), 157
colour in sculpture, 228
comedy

Aristophanes (poet), 214–215
invention of genre, 311–312
Menander (poet), 215
overview, 213–214
in theatre, 213–215

Common Era (CE), 14
the Companions, 134, 136
competition between plays, 209–210
conquest as basis of Mycenaean

civilisation, 28–29
construction of temples, 242–245
contributions of the ancient Greeks, 10–11
cooking meals, 198
Corcyra (modern-day Corfu), 13
Corinthian helmet, 58
Corinthian style temples, 240–241
Corinthian War, 121–124
cosmology, 296
cosmopolitan nature of Alexandria, 159
costumes used in theatre, 208–209
council of 400, establishing, 46
coup in Athens, 114–116
crater (large cup), 231
creation myths

Age of Heroes, 253
Bronze Age, 253
Deucalion’s ark, 254
Golden Age, 253
Hesiod’s version, 251
Iron Age, 253–254
myths, 251–255
Prometheus, 254–255
Silver Age, 253
Titans, 252–253
versions of, 251–252

crops, growing, 166
cuirass (armour), 58
The Cyclades, 13
Cynoscephalae, Battle of, 161
Cyrene, migration to, 40
Cyrus (military commander), 116, 120
Cyrus the Great (Persian king), 68–69

• D •
daily life

dining, 196–199
drinking, 199–200
Greek calendar, 191–194

336 The Ancient Greeks For Dummies 

35_987872-bindex.qxp  6/4/08  12:50 PM  Page 336



medical assistance, 203–204
money management, 195
sexuality, 200–202
time, methods for telling the, 194–195

Darius I (Persian king), 69–71
Darius III (Persian king)

Alexander the Great, battle with,
145–147

overview, 140
Dark Ages (1100–900 BC)

Aeolis during, 36
Asia Minor, migration to, 35–38
Cyrene, migration to, 40
Doria during, 36
Egypt, migration to, 39–40
Italy, migration to, 38–39
migrations from mainland Greece

during, 35–40
new Greek cities, establishing, 36–37
overview, 15
Phoenicians, trade with, 37–38
western migration during, 38–40
writing, standards for, 37

dating events by proximity to Olympic
Games, 15

dating political documents and
legislation, Greek calendar used 
for, 193

days in Athenian calendar, 193
days in Greek calendar, 192
De Coubertin, Baron Pierre (French

nobleman), 219
death and dying

burials, 29, 283
Charon (ferryman), 282
funerals, 283
heroes’ death, 278
mythological view of, 282
overview, 281–282
practicalities of, 283
shades, 282

debts, Solon’s cancellation of, 46
deckhands, 65

decorative bronzes, 234
Delian League

Athenians taking control of, 88–89
attacks on Persia by, 86–88
creation of, 84–86
dues paid to, 87
empire, Delian League functioning as

an, 88
delivery of babies, 185
Delphi, place to visit, 329
Delphic oracle, 13, 289
Demeter (Olympian god), 167, 263, 

265, 292
Demetrius (ruler), 157, 323
democracy

ending democracy in Athens, 
118–119, 155

invention of, 313
origins of, 52–54
overview, 16, 53

democrats, 47
demokratia, 52, 54
demos (ordinary people), 30
Demosthenes (orator), 105, 131, 137, 138
destiny separate from gods, 258–259
Deucalion’s ark (creation myth), 254
deus ex machina, 213
Diana (Roman god), 265
diekplous (attack method) in naval

warfare, 66
dining

basic meals, 197
cooking meals, 198
on fish, 197–198
overview, 196
shopping for ingredients to cook 

with, 199
side dishes, 198

Diogenes the Cynic (philosopher), 325
Dionysus (Olympian god), 263–264, 265
discus throw in Olympic Games, 217
divorce, 184
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donkey, travel by, 172
Dorian Greek alphabet, 17
Doric style temples, 240–241
dowry, 183
drinking

overview, 199
private drinking, 200
public drinking, 199–200
at a symposium, 200

dry farming methods, 166
dues paid to Delian League, 87
dying. See death and dying
dynasties, creation of, 156

• E •
Early Greece (900–490 BC), 16
Early Greek Philosophy (Barnes), 295
early vase painting (1050–700 BC), 231
education, 186–187
Egypt

Alexander the Great in, 144–145
migration to, 39–40

Einander of Corinth (inventor), 310
ekklesia (general assembly)

attendance at, 91–92
meetings, 90–91
overview, 90
rhetores, 91
voting, 91

Eleusinian Mysteries, 292
the Eleven, 93
Elysium, 278
Empedocles (philosopher), 298–299
empire, Delian League functioning 

as an, 88
entablature, 244
entertainment

athletics, 216–217
Olympic Games, 217–220
overview, 205
theatre, 206–215

entrails, examining, 288
epic cycles, 250
epithets, 272
equestrian in Olympic Games, 218
Erato (Muse), 258
Ethics (Aristotle), 305, 318
Euclid (mathematician), 306
Euripides

Bacchae, 264
as poet, 210, 211

Euterpe (Muse), 258
Evans, Arthur (archaeologist), 22, 222
event, dating things by, 191
everyday sacrifices, 285
Exekias (artist), 232
exile

described, 117
of Peisistratos (tyrant), 48–49
of Xenophon, 121

existence, questioning, 297
experience of being an ancient Greek, 11
extended family

ankhisteia (network of relatives),
180–181

kurios (man in charge), 180
overview, 179–180
phratiai (religious association), 180–181

• F •
Fagles, Robert (translator of ancient

texts), 18
farming

barley crop, 166
book about, 170
crops, growing, 166
Demeter, honouring, 167
dry farming methods, 166
half and half method, 167–168
harvesting, 168
overview, 165–166
ploughing, 168
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sowing, 168
techniques, 167–168
wheat crop, 166

the Fates, 259
female figures, sculpture of, 226
festivals

overview, 290–291
plays performed during, 206

First Peloponnesian War
fighting during, 100
overview, 97
Sparta asking for Athens to help with

the helot revolt, 98–99
Thirty Year Truce, 100

fish, dining on, 197–198
fishing, 175
flautist used in naval warfare, 65
floor plans for oikos (household), 178–179
flux, state of, 297
France, 12
freedom, slaves buying their, 189
friendship in The Odyssey (Homer),

275–276
frieze, 244
Frogs (Aristophanes), 259, 282, 318–319
funerals, 283

• G •
Gaia (Earth), 252
games included in Olympic Games,

217–218
Gastronomy (Archestratus), 199
Gaugamela, Battle of, 146
Geometric period (1100–700 BC) of

Greek art, 222
geometry, 306
goatherding, 171
gods. See also specific gods

anthropomorphic nature of, 256
attributions of, 257–258
behaviour of, 257

defining, 256–257
destiny separate from, 258–259
the Fates, 259
human form, Alexander the Great as

god in, 145–146
many gods, worship of, 256
for medical assistance turning 

to the, 203
mocking, 259–260
Mount Olympus as home of, 257
the Muses, 258
Olympian gods, 260–264
powers of, 256
role of, 255–256
Roman gods, transition to, 264–265
sculpture of, 226
tragedies, appearance in, 212–213
worshipping, 283–286

gold as Minoan product for trade, 24
Google images, as way to visit, 330-331
Golden Age (creation myth), 253
Gordian Knot, untying of, 142
government

democracy, origins of, 52–54
democrats, 47
of Kleisthenes, 52–54
law code by Drakon, 45
middle class, 43–44
monarchy, 53
oligarchy, 53
plutocracy, 53
ruling class, 42–43
of Solon, 45–47
of Spartans, 50–51
timarchy, 53
types of, 53
tyranny, 44–45, 53

Granicus River, Battle of. See Battle of
the Granicus River

grape growing, 170
greaves (armour), 58
Greek alphabet, 18–19
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Greek cities in Asia Minor, liberation 
of, 141

Gulf of Corinth, 12
Gyges (tyrant), 44
gymnasion (exercise area), 216–217

• H •
Hades (Olympian god), 167, 261, 264
half and half method of farming, 167–168
harvesting, 168
Hedylos (poet), 198, 200
Hegemony of Thebes, 125
Helepolis (seige tower), 157
Hellenica (Xenophon), 125
Hellenistic kingdoms

Alexandria, 157–159
dynasties, creation of, 156
overview, 154, 156
Rhodes, seige on, 157

Hellenistic period (330–30 BC)
art, 223
described, 16–17
sculpture, 229

helmet, 58
helots

overview, 51
revolt of the, 98

Hephaestion (companion of Alexander
the Great), 148, 151

Hephaestus (Olympian god), 263, 265
Hera (Olympian god), 261, 264
Heracleides of Syracuse (The Art of

Cookery), 199
Heracles/Hercules (hero), 276–277
Heraclitus (philosopher), 297
herding, 168–169
Hermes (Olympian god), 263, 265
Hero of Alexandria (inventor), 310–311
Herodotus

historian, 51, 79, 190, 250
Histories, 311
Seven Wonders of the World, list of, 240

heroes
Bellerophon, 278
death of, 278
different interpretations of, 279
Elysium, 278
Heracles/Hercules, 276–277
Jason, 278
overview, 276
Perseus, 278
Theseus, 277

heroism in The Iliad (Homer), 273
Hesiod

poet, 170, 181, 254
Theogony, 251

Hestia (Olympian god), 261, 265, 285
hetairai (courtesans), 201
Hipparchus (father of astronomy), 306
Hippias (tyrant)

overview, 50
removal of, 51

Hippocrates (father of medicine),
203–204

Hippocratic Oath, 204
historical figures in The Iliad

(Homer), 274
Histories (Herodotus), 311, 317
history, recording, 311
history separated from myths, 268
The History of the Peloponnesian War

(Thucydides), 100, 106, 311
Hittite Empire, collapse of, 31–32
Homer

The Iliad, 57, 173
The Odyssey, 178, 196, 257
poet, 271

homosexuality, 201–202
hoplites (soldiers)

armour, 58
battle formation of, 61
battles, 62
helmet, 58
overview, 57
shield, 59
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spears used by, 59
swords used by, 59
weapons, 59

hoplon (shield), 59
horse, travel by, 172
household (oikos), having gods in your,

284–285
human sacrifice, 24
hunting game, 169–170
Hyllus (king), 34
hypaspists (special troops), 129
Hyperbolos (demagogue), 103

• I •
idolatry, 284
The Idylls (Theocritus), 319
The Iliad (Homer)

heroism in, 273
historical figures in, 274
life details described in, 273–274
overview, 57, 173, 271, 272
reading, 316
synopsis of, 273

importance of ancient Greeks, 10–11
India, Alexander the Great’s journey 

to, 149
industry, development of, 30–31
infanticide, 185–186
infantry formations, 130
invasion of Persian Empire

Battle at Issus, 142–143
Battle of the Granicus River, 140–141
Greek cities in Asia Minor, liberation 

of, 141
reasons for, 140
Tyre, seige of, 143–144

inventions
by Archimedes, 309–310
Archimedes screw, 309
comedy genre, 311–312
democracy, 313
history, recording, 311

money, 312
musical notation, 312
railway, 310
steam engine, 310
vending machines, 311
writing, 311

Ionian Greeks, 36, 69–71
Ionic Greek alphabet, 17
Ionic style temples, 240–241
iron, warfare influenced by discovery 

of, 57
Iron Age (creation myth), 253–254
islands of ancient Greece, 13
isonomia, 54
Issus, Battle at, 142–143
Italy

ancient Greeks in, 12
migration to, 38–39

• J •
Jason

as dodgy character, 325
as hero, 278

javelin, 218
jewellery, 235
Juno (Roman god), 264
Jupiter (Roman god), 264

• K •
Kapue (Capua), 39
Karystos (city), 87
Kerkyran revolt, 101
Kimon (military commander), 86–87, 

88, 99
kings. See also specific individuals

in Macedonia, 128–129
in Mycenaean civilisation, 30

King’s Peace, 122–123
Kleisthenes (ruler)

overview, 52
reforms by, 52–53, 52–54
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Kleon of Athens (demagogue), 103, 105,
106, 326

Knossos, place to visit, 328-329
kopis (sword), 59
Kronos (Titan), 252–253
krypteia (Spartan training exercise), 63
kurios (man in charge), 180
kyklos (defensive formation), 66
Kylon’s attempt at tyranny, 44–45

• L •
labour divisions in slavery, 188–189
Laconia, 50
Lamakhos (military commander),

110–111
language

Aeolian Greek, 17
Dorian Greek, 17
Greek alphabet, 18–19
Ionic Greek, 17
Linear B script, 22
overview, 17
paragraphos, 19
phonetic language, 19
regional differences in, 17–18

law code by Drakon, 45
legal position of slaves, 189
Lekhaion, 122
lekythos (small delicate jars), 231
Leonidas (Spartan king), 74–75
Leontinoi (town), 104
Leotykhidas (Spartan king), 78
Lesbos (island), 13, 202
Leuktra, Battle of, 123–124
Levantine Coast, 142, 143
library in Alexandria, 158
The Library of Greek Mythology

(Apollodorus), 251
life details described in The Iliad

(Homer), 273–274
light troops, 60
Linear B script, 22

local vintages of wine, identifying, 172
location of ancient Greece

Asia Minor, 13
Crete, 13
The Cyclades, 13
Cyprus, 13
Euboia, 13
islands of ancient Greece, 13
northern region, 13
overview, 12
Rhodes, 13
southern region, 13
Thrace, 13
western islands, 13

long jump, 218
Lysander (military commander), 117, 118
Lysippus of Sicyon (sculptor), 228

• M •
Macedonia

Asia Minor, invasion of, 132
Athens, peace agreement with, 132
Battle of Chaeronea, 132–133
the Companions, 134, 136
kings in, 128–129
overview, 127–128
Roman province, Macedonia turned

into a, 161
warfare in, 129–131

Macedonian warfare
camaraderie of Macedonians, 130–131
hypaspists (special troops), 129
infantry formations, 130
overview, 129
sarissa (spear), 129
shock cavalry, 129

major events used as method to date
events, 15

Mantineia, Battle of, 107
Marathon, Battle of, 71–73
marble sculptures, 223
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Mardonios (Persian military
commander), 76–77

marines, 65
marriage

betrothal, 183
dowry, 183
overview, 182–183
wedding, 183

Mars (Roman god), 265
masks in theatre, 208–209
massacres in seige warfare, 109
materials used in clothing, 234
mathematics, 306
mathos (gaining understanding), 317
Medea (mythical monster), 182, 325
medical assistance

gods, turning to the, 203
Hippocrates (father of medicine),

203–204
overview, 203
treatments for illness, 204

meetings of ekklesia (general assembly),
90–91

Megalopolis, Battle of, 147
Melos, seige warfare in, 108
Melpomene (Muse), 258
Memorabilia (Xenophon), 187
Menander (poet), 215, 312
Mercury (Roman god), 265
messages conveyed via decoration of

temples, 244–245
Metaphysics (Aristotle), 305
metempsychosis, 299
metics (legal aliens), 189–190
metoikoi (legal aliens), 189–190
metope, 244
middle class, 43–44
migrations from mainland Greece during

Dark Ages, 35–40
military training of Spartans, 63
Milo of Croton (Olympian), 220
Minerva (Roman god), 265

mines used in seige warfare, 109
Minoan civilisation

clothing worn by, 25
end of, 27
human sacrifice, 24
Knossos, 23
myth associated with, 26–27
organising, 22–23
overview, 22
religion of, 25–26
trade during, 23–25

Minoan period, 15
mocking the gods, 259–260
modern Greece, 9
monarchy, 53
money

coins carried in the mouth, 197
invention of, 312
management of, 195

monotheistic religion, 256
months of Athenian calendar, 192–193
moral philosophy, 300
mounds used in seige warfare, 109
Mount Ithome, 99
Mount Olympus as home of gods, 257
multiple Alexandrias, founding of, 145
the Muses, 258
musical notation, invention of, 312
Mycenaean civilisation

art, 222
conquest as basis of, 28–29
dead, burial of the, 29
demos (ordinary people) in, 30
Dorian invasion, 34
expansion of, 31–32
Hittite Empire, collapse of, 31–32
industry, development of, 30–31
king in, 30
king’s court in, 30
ordinary people in, 30
overview, 27–28
religion of, 29
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Mycenaean civilisation (continued)
slaves in, 30
social organisation of, 30
Troy, destruction of, 32
work roles in, 30–31

Mycenaean period, 15
Mykale, Battle of, 78
Myron (sculptor), 227
mythological view of death and dying, 282
myths

about Alexander the Great, 135–136
associated with Minoan civilisation,

26–27
creation myths, 251–255
epic cycles, 250
monsters in, 182
natural phenomenon, used to 

explain, 167
as oral poetry, 250
overview, 249–250
passing on, 250–251
of Persephone, 167
separating history from, 268
Theseus and the Minotaur, 26
Trojan War, 267–271
women in, 182
writing, 250–251

Mytilenean revolt, 103–104

• N •
The National Gallery, place to visit, 331
natural phenomenon, myths used to

explain, 167
naval warfare

attack methods, 65–66
boarding as method of attack, 65
captain, 65
deckhands, 65
diekplous (attack method), 66
flautist, 65
kyklos (defensive formation), 66
marines, 65
periplous (attack method), 66

ramming as method of attack, 65
rowers, 64–65
trireme (fighting ship), 64

Naxos (island), 13, 88
Neapolis (Naples), 39
Neptune (Roman god), 264
Nikias (military commander), 106,

110–111
the Nine, 93
non-work days on Greek calendar, 194
North Africa, 12

• O •
oaths, swearing, 288–289
observational philosophy, 295
Odysseus

as dodgy character, 322
as hero, 60

The Odyssey (Homer)
described, 178, 196, 257, 259, 271
friendship in, 275–276
reading, 316
synopsis of, 274–275
underworld, journey to, 282

Oedipus the King (Sophocles), 213,
316–317

offerings, 285–286
oikos (household)

children, 184–187
extended family, 179–181
floor plans for, 178–179
metics (legal aliens), 189–190
overview, 177–178
slaves in, 187–189
women, 182–184

oligarchy, 53
Olympia (city), 13, 217
Olympia, place to visit, 329
Olympian gods

Aphrodite, 262, 265
Apollo, 261–262, 265
Ares, 262, 265
Artemis, 262, 265
Athena, 262, 265
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Demeter, 263, 265, 292
Dionysus, 263–264, 265
Hades, 261, 264
Hephaestus, 263, 265
Hera, 261, 264
Hermes, 263, 265
Hestia, 261, 265, 285
overview, 260
Poseidon, 260–261, 264
Zeus, 260, 264, 285

Olympias (mother of Alexander the
Great), 135, 136, 324

Olympic Games
boxing, 217
cheating during, 219
dating events by proximity to, 15
discus, 217
equestrian, 218
games included in, 217–218
javelin, 218
long jump, 218
overview, 217
pankration, 218
pentathlon, 218
running, 218
schedule for, 218
torch, journey of, 219
victors in, 219
women in, 219
wrestling, 218

On the Ocean (Pytheas), 174
oracles, consulting, 287–288
oral poetry, myths as, 250
oral poets, 271–272
oral tradition, 272
orchestra, 207
The Oresteia (Aeschylus), 18

• P •
Palladas (poet), 172
pallakai (concubines), 201
Pan (god), 169

Panathenaia festival, 291
Pandora (mythical monster), 182
pankration, 218
panoply (all armour and weapons), 59
pantheon, 256
paragraphos, 19
Parallel Lives (Plutarch), 317
Parmenides (philosopher), 297
Parmenion (Companion), 148
parodoi (entrance), 207
Parthenon, 245
participative democracy, 89
passing on myths, 250–251
pathos (suffering), 317
Pausanias (Spartan general), 77, 81, 119,

322–323
peace negotiations, 106–107
peace treaty, Thebans breaking the, 101
pediment, 244
Peisandros (general), 115
Peisistratos (tyrant)

cultural achievements of, 49
exile of, 48–49
Hippias, handing over control to, 50
overview, 47–48

Pella, prosperity at, 133–134
Pelopidas (military commander), 124
Peloponnese mountain range, 13
peltastai (troops), 60
pelte (shield), 60
pentathlon, 218
Perdiccas (general), 154
Pericles, 87, 94, 103
periplous (attack method) in naval

warfare, 66
Persephone (god), 167, 292
Persepolis (city), 147
Perseus (hero), 278
Persian Empire. See also invasion of

Persian Empire
overview, 67–71
during reign of Alexander the Great, 140
Sparta’s help for, 120–121
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Persian Wars
at Artemision, 75
Athens after, 79
Battle at Salamis, 75–76
Battle at Thermopylae, 74–75
Battle of Marathon, 71–73
Battle of Mykale, 78
Battle of Plataea, 76–78
Greek victory, 78–79
Ionian Greeks revolt, 69–71
overview, 67–71
uniting of Greeks for, 73–74

The Persians (play), 69
phalanx (battle formation), 61
Phanias (poet), 202
pharos (lighthouse), 158
Pheidias (sculptor), 227
Pheidippides (first Marathon runner), 71
Philip II (Macedonian king)

camaraderie of Macedonians due to,
130–131

death of, 134–135
opposition to, 131
overview, 128–129
Pella, prosperity at, 133–134
success of, 131–133

Philip V (Macedonian king), 161
Philippics, 131
Philokrates (negotiator), 132
Philosopher Rulers, 303
philosophers

Anaximander, 295–296
Aristotle, 304–305
Diogenes the Cynic, 325
Empedocles, 298–299
Heraclitus, 297
overview, 294–295
Parmenides, 297
Plato, 302–304
pre-Socratics, 294–299
Pythagoras, 298, 299
Socrates, 299–302
Thales, 295–296

philosophy
cosmology, 296
existence, questioning, 297
flux, state of, 297
metempsychosis, 299
moral philosophy, 300
observational philosophy, 295
overview, 293–294
reincarnation, 297–298

Phoenicians, trade with, 37–38
phonetic language, 19
phratiai (religious association), 180–181
physical space for theatre, 206–208
Physics (Aristotle), 305
Pindar of Boeotia (poet), 216
piracy, 175
plague during Second Peloponnesian

War, 102–103
Plataea, Battle of, 76–78
Plato (philosopher)

overview, 302
The Republic, 302–303
Socratic dialogues, written collection

of, 318
Theory of the Forms, 303–304

Pleistoanax (Spartan king), 100
ploughing, 168
Plutarch

biographer, 134, 137
historian, 147
Parallel Lives, 317

Pluto (Roman god), 264
plutocracy, 53
Poetics (Aristotle), 305
poets of tragedies, 210, 211
political classes, defining new, 46
Politics (Aristotle), 119, 305
Polybius (historian), 159
Polyclitus of Argos (sculptor), 

225–226, 227
Polymnia (Muse), 258
polytheistic religion, 256
pornai (prostitutes), 201
Porus (Indian king), 149
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Poseidon (Olympian god), 173, 
260–261, 264

pottery
amphora (large vessel), 231
art, 230–233
black-figure painting (600 BC onwards),

231–232
crater (large cup), 231
early vase painting (1050–700 BC), 231
lekythos (small delicate jars), 231
overview, 230
red-figure painting (525 BC 

onwards), 233
shapes for, 231
skyphos (standard cup), 231
white-ground painting (475 BC

onwards), 233
powers of gods, 256
practicalities of death and dying, 283
predetermined future, belief in, 287–288
prehistory, 22
pre-Socratics philosophers, 294–299
private drinking, 200
Prometheus (creation myth), 254–255
prosecuting cases, 95
proskynesis (Persian custom), 148
prostitution, 201
prutaneis (presidents), 90, 92
Ptolemy (leader of Egypt), 155
public drinking, 199–200
purification rituals, 286
pyrrhic victory, 160
Pyrrhus (general), 160
Pythagoras (philosopher), 298, 299
Pythagorean Theorem, 299
Pytheas (On the Ocean), 174

• R •
railway, invention of, 310
ramming as method of attack in naval

warfare, 65
rate for a slave, determining the, 188
red-figure painting (525 BC onwards), 233

reforms by Kleisthenes (ruler), 52–53,
52–54

reincarnation, 297–298
religion

bird lore, interpreting, 288
calendar, observing religious, 290–291
death, beliefs about, 281–283
Delphic oracle, 289
entrails, examining, 288
festivals, 290–291
Minoan civilisation, 25–26
Mycenaean civilisation, 29
oaths, swearing, 288–289
oracles, consulting, 287–288
overview, 281
predetermined future, belief in, 

287–288
purification rituals, 286
seers, consulting, 287
signs, belief in, 288
worshipping the gods, 283–286

religious cults, 290, 291–292
religious festivals, Greek calendar used

for, 193
representative democracy, 89
The Republic (Plato), 302–303
rhapsodes, 275
rhetores, 91
rhipsaspis (insult), 62
Rhodes (island), 13, 157
rhythm of poems, 272
Roman copies of Greek original

sculptures, 225
Roman Empire, 159–162
Roman gods, transition to, 264–265
Roman province, Macedonia turned into

a, 161
The Romans For Dummies (Bedoyere),

306, 319
rowers, 64–65
Roxanne (wife of Alexander the Great),

148–149
ruling class, 42–43
running in Olympic Games, 218
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• S •
Sacred Band, 124
sacrifices

animals as, 286
big sacrifices, 286
everyday sacrifices, 285
overview, 285

saffron as Minoan product for trade, 24
Salamis, Battle at, 75–76
Samos, place to visit, 330
sanctuary complex, 238
Sappho (poet), 202
sarissa (spear), 129
satrap (local lord), 69, 140, 141
satyr play, 209
schedule for Olympic Games, 218
Schliemann, Heinrich (archaeologist), 270
scientific development, 306
scientific study, 304
sculpture

in Archaic period (700–480 BC), 224–225
art, 223–230
cast bronze sculptures, 223
in Classical period (480–330 BC),

225–228
colour in, 228
famous Greek sculptors, 227–228
of female figures, 226
of goddesses, 226
in Hellenistic period (330–30 BC), 229
marble sculptures, 223
overview, 223
Roman copies of Greek original

sculptures, 225
sea, travel by, 173–175
Second Peloponnesian War

Battle of Mantineia, 107
Brasidas’ attempt to convince 

north-east cities to revolt, 105–106
fighting during, 102
Kerkyran revolt, 101

Melos, seige warfare in, 108
Mytilenean revolt, 103–104
overview, 100–101
peace negotiations, 106–107
peace treaty, Thebans breaking the, 101
plague during, 102–103
Pylos, fighting in, 105
Sicily, appeal for help from, 104
Sicily, defeat in, 110–111

seers, consulting, 287
seige warfare

aftermath of, 109–110
battering rams used in, 109
massacres in, 109
mines used in, 109
mounds used in, 109
overview, 108
towers used in, 109
treachery used in, 109

seisakhtheia, 46
seven wonders of the ancient world, 240
sexuality

hetairai (courtesans), 201
homosexuality, 201–202
overview, 200–201
pallakai (concubines), 201
pornai (prostitutes), 201
prostitution, 201

shades, 282
shapes for pottery, 231
shield, 59
shipbuilding, 174
shock cavalry, 129
shopping for ingredients to cook 

with, 199
Sicilian Expedition, 110–111
Sicily, 39, 104, 110–111
side dishes, 198
sight limitations in  theatre, 208
signs, belief in, 288
Silver Age (creation myth), 253
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silver as Minoan product for trade, 24
Simonides (poet), 75, 78, 283
skene (stage), 207
skyphos (standard cup), 231
slavery

defining a slave, 187–188
freedom, buying, 189
labour divisions, 188–189
legal position of slaves, 189
Mycenaean civilisation, 30
overview, 187
rate for a slave, determining the, 188

social organisation of Mycenaean
civilisation, 30

social standards
divorce, 184
for household, 177–181
marriage, 182–183
metics (legal aliens), 189–190
overview, 177
slavery, 187–189
for women, 181–182

society
middle class, 43–44
overview, 41–42
ruling class, 42–43

Socrates (philosopher)
beliefs of, 301
death of, 301
moral philosophy, 300
overview, 118, 299–300
Socratic dialogue, 300–301
sophists, influence on, 301–302

Socratic dialogue, 300–301, 318
Solon (arkhon)

changes made by, 46
council of 400, establishing, 46
debts, cancellation of, 46
overview, 45
political classes, defining new, 46
retirement from public life, 47
tyranny after, 47–50

Sophocles
Oedipus Tyrannnus, 213
poet, 210, 211

sowing, 168
Spain, 12
Sparta

after the Persian Wars, 98
asking for Athens to help with the helot

revolt, 98–99
Athens’ rivalry with, 97–98
Athens’ surrender to, 118–119
described, 13
helots, revolt of the, 98
Persian Empire, help for, 120–121
surprise attack on Athens by, 117
victory over Athens, 117–120

Spartans
army of, 50
Battle of Plataea, 76–78
Battle of Thermopylae, 74–75
government of, 50–51
helots, 51
Hippias, removal of, 51
Kleisthenes, defeat under, 54
military training, 63
overview, 50

spears used by hoplites (soldiers), 59
stadiums, architecture of, 246
Statira (wife of Alexander the Great), 

149, 151
steam engine, 310
stoas, 246
Strabo (Greek writer), 36
strategoi (elected generals), 93
styles of temples, 240–241
sundial, 194
swords used by hoplites (soldiers), 59
symposium, 200
synopsis

of The Iliad (Homer), 273
of The Odyssey (Homer), 274–275

Syracuse, 39, 111

349Index

35_987872-bindex.qxp  6/4/08  12:50 PM  Page 349



• T •
Taras (Taranto), 39
temples

architect for, selecting an, 242–243
construction of, 242–245
Corinthian style, 240–241
cost of, 242
designing, 242–243
Doric style, 240–241
entablature, 244
frieze, 244
Ionic style, 240–241
messages conveyed via decoration of,

244–245
metope, 244
origins of, 239–240
overview, 238
Parthenon, 245
pediment, 244
role of, 238–239
sacrificing animals in, 286
styles of, 240–241
techniques in creating, 243–244
tools in creating, 243–244
triglyphs, 244
workforce used to construct, 243
worship in, 284

Terpsichore (Muse), 258
thalamites (lower rowers), 65
Thales (philosopher), 295–296
Thalia (Muse), 258
theatre

acoustics, 208
acting, 208–209
architecture of, 246
comedy, 213–215
competition between plays, 209–210
costumes, 208–209
festivals, plays performed during, 206
Greek play, place to visit, 330
influence of, 215–216
masks, 208–209

orchestra, 207
parodoi (entrance), 207
physical space for, 206–208
satyr play, 209
sight limitations, 208
skene (stage), 207
theatron (seating), 207
tragedies, 210–213

theatron (seating), 207
Theban revolt, 137–138
Thebes

Athens, alliance with, 121–122
Battle of Leuktra, 123–124
Corinthian War, 121–124
described, 13, 101
Hegemony of Thebes, 125
Sacred Band, 124

Themistocles (arkhon), 73, 75, 84, 86
Theocritus (The Idylls), 319
Theognis (poet), 182
Theogony (Hesiod), 251
Theory of the Forms (Plato), 303–304
Thermopylae, Battle at, 74–75
Theseus and the Minotaur, 26
Theseus (mythological noble)

described, 42
as dodgy character, 323
heroes, 277

Thesmoporia festival, 291
thesmothetai (arkhons who administered

justice), 94
Thessaly, 131
Thirty Year Truce, 100
the Thirty, 118–119
Thrace (city), 13, 136
thranites (upper rowers), 65
Thucydides

historian, 34, 85, 100, 102, 250
History of the Peloponnesian War, 106,

311
timarchy, 53
timber as Minoan product for trade, 24
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time, methods for telling the, 194–195
timeframe for ancient Greeks

AD (Anno Domini), 14
BC (before Jesus Christ), 14
Bronze Age (2700–1100 BC), 15
chronology, establishing, 15–17
Classical period (490–350 BC), 16
Dark Ages (1100–900 BC), 15
Early Greece (900–490 BC), 16
Hellenistic period (350–150 BC), 16–17
methods used to date events, 15
overview, 14

Timodemus (athlete), 216
Titans (creation myth), 252–253
tools in creating temples, 243–244
torch, journey of Olympic Games’, 219
towers used in seige warfare, 109
trade

during Minoan civilisation, 23–25
ships for, 173–174

tragedies
chorus, 212
gods’ appearance in, 212–213
overview, 210
poets of, 210, 211
theatre, 210–213

tragic hero, 211–212
translations of ancient texts, 18
travel

by donkey, 172
by horse, 172
overview, 171
by sea, 173–175
by walking, 172–173

treachery used in seige warfare, 109
treasuries, 238
treatments for illness, 204
trierarch (ship captain), 65
triglyphs, 244
trireme (fighting ship), 64
Trojan Cycle, 268–269

Trojan War
highlights of, 268–269
myths, 267–271
overview, 268–269

Troy (city)
destruction of, 32
overview, 269–271

trying a case, 96
Turkey, 13
tyranny

after Solon, 47–50
described, 44, 53
of Drakon, 45
Hippias, 50
Kylon’s attempt at, 44–45
of Peisistratos, 47–50

Tyre, seige of, 143–144
Tyrtaeus (writer), 62

• U •
underworld, journey to, 282
uniting of Greeks for Persian Wars, 73–74
Urania (Muse), 258

• V •
vending machines, invention of, 311
Venus (Roman god), 265
Vesta (Roman god), 265
victors in Olympic Games, 219
voting in ekklesia (general assembly), 91
Vulcan (Roman god), 265

• W •
walking, travel by, 172–173
walls around Athens, 84–86
warfare

archers, 60
armour, 58
battles, 62

351Index

35_987872-bindex.qxp  6/4/08  12:50 PM  Page 351



warfare (continued)
cavalry, 60
helmet, 58
hoplite formations, 61
hoplites (soldiers), 57–62
influence of The Iliad on, 57
iron’s discovery influencing, 57
light troops, 60
Macedonian warfare, 129–131
naval warfare, 64–66
overview, 56
panoply, 59
seige warfare, 108–110
shield, 59
Spartans, 63
spears used in, 59
swords used in, 59
weapons, 59

Wasps (play), 96
water-clock, 195
weapons, 59
wedding, 183
western migration during Dark Ages,

38–40
wheat crop, 166
white-ground painting (475 BC onwards),

233
wine making

local vintages, identifying, 172
overview, 170–171

witness, determining fitness of, 95
women

athletics, 219
divorce, 184
dowry, 183
education, 187
marriage, 182–183
myths, 182
Olympic Games, 219

wool as Minoan product for trade, 25
work roles in Mycenaean civilisation,

30–31
workforce used to construct temples,

243
Works and Days (poem), 170, 181, 254
worshipping the gods

household (oikos), having gods in your,
284–285

idolatry, 284
offerings, 285–286
overview, 283–284
sacrifices, 285–286
when to worship, 284

wrestling, 218
writing

invention of, 311
myths, 250–251
standards for, 37

• X •
Xenophanes (philosopher), 256, 294
Xenophon

historian, 116, 117, 120–121, 124, 250
Memorabilia, 187

Xerxes (Persian king), 73–76

• Z •
Zakynthos, 13
Zeus

creation myth, 253
described, 10, 167, 260, 264
worshipping, 285

zygotes (middle rowers), 65
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