
Contents

List of Illustrations vi
Preface xi
Note on Cited Texts xvii
Chronology xviii

Part I Performing Poetry 1
1 Visitors in Egypt 3
2 Reciting Two Poems at Abu (c. 1840 bc) 20
3 A Performance 41

Part II Reading Old Poems 69
4 Writing at the Southern City (c. 1780 bc) 71
5 A Certain Provincial Scribe (c. 1780 bc) 113
6 A Library at the Southern City (c. 1680 bc) 138
7 Old Imperial Classics in the New Kingdom and Beyond 

(c. 1550–500 bc) 173

Part III Studying and Interpreting Texts 219
8 Some Modern Readers (ad 1836 on) 221
9 Among Other Histories 260

Appendix: Translations of the 12th-Dynasty Papyri 279

Abbreviations 323
References 330
Index 382

9781405125475_1_pre.qxd  28/11/2008  05:10PM  Page v

CO
PYRIG

HTED
 M

ATERIA
L


