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The fundamental purpose of a doctoral program is to help you become a profes-
sional who generates ideas within an extremely specialized field. As an undergradu-
ate, you probably spent most of your time reading and writing about established
theories and research. You were required to learn existing knowledge. By contrast,
doctoral study will challenge your ability to learn in a completely different way. It
focuses study in one discipline, and it requires that you conduct original research
and formulate your own theories. Whether explicitly stated or not, as a doctoral stu-
dent you will be expected to create new knowledge.

Graduate school should also be considered an intensive training process. Dur-
ing the course of your doctoral work, you become an expert in your field. Many of
you will learn how to become faculty members; others, professional researchers and
practitioners in the private sector, the public sector, or other nonprofit organiza-
tions. The work you do now will begin to establish your credibility as an authority
on your chosen subject.

The Ph.D. Program

The highest degree awarded by academic graduate programs is a doctorate. Al-
though there are many legitimate “doctoral” degrees—such as the J.D., Juris Doctor
for lawyers; Ed.D., Doctor of Education; Pharm.D., Doctor of Pharmacy; and
Th.D., Doctor of Theology for religious ministers—the recognized research degree
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