
Contents at a Glance
Introduction.......................................................1

Part I: Coming to the Crease: Basic Techniques ....5
Chapter 1: Getting Started in Origami .....................................................7
Chapter 2: Drawing Diagrams and Getting Creative ............................27

Part II: Folding On: The Models.........................39
Chapter 3: Making Bases and Dividing the Paper ................................41
Chapter 4: Starting Simple ......................................................................69
Chapter 5: Making Moderately Tricky Models....................................131
Chapter 6: Puzzling Over Geometric Models......................................191
Chapter 7: Facing the Challenging Models..........................................215

Part III: The Part of Tens ................................253
Chapter 8: Ten Top Tips ........................................................................255
Chapter 9: Ten Styles of Origami..........................................................259
Chapter 10: Ten Incredible Folders......................................................263

Index.............................................................267

02_758571 ftoc.qxp  8/26/08  11:11 AM  Page vii

CO
PYRIG

HTED
 M

ATERIA
L



02_758571 ftoc.qxp  8/26/08  11:11 AM  Page viii



Table of Contents
Introduction .......................................................1

About This Book .........................................................................1
Conventions Used in This Book ................................................2
Foolish Assumptions ..................................................................2
How This Book Is Organised......................................................3

Part I: Coming to the Crease: Basic Techniques...........3
Part II: Folding On: The Models .....................................3
Part III: The Part of Tens ..................................................3

Icons Used in This Book.............................................................4
Where to Go from Here ..............................................................4

Part I: Coming to the Crease: Basic Techniques .....5

Chapter 1: Getting Started in Origami . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7
Folding Here, There, and (Nearly) Everywhere ......................8

Thinking first, creasing second!......................................9
Reading ahead.................................................................10

What To Fold With ....................................................................10
Knowing Your Symbols ............................................................14

Chapter 2: Drawing Diagrams and 
Getting Creative . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 27

Drawing Diagrams.....................................................................27
Making rough sketches ..................................................29
Taking photographs .......................................................30
Using drawing software .................................................31
Reverse engineering .......................................................31
Crease patterns...............................................................32

Exploring Different Ways to Create New Origami Models ...34
Adapting...........................................................................34
Doodling...........................................................................35
Planning ahead................................................................35
Avoiding the obvious .....................................................36

Understanding Origami Ethics ................................................36
Copyright ........................................................................37
Selling ...............................................................................37
E-books.............................................................................38

02_758571 ftoc.qxp  8/26/08  11:11 AM  Page ix



Origami Kit For Dummiesx

Part II: Folding On: The Models..........................39

Chapter 3: Making Bases and Dividing the Paper . . . . 41
Kite Base ...................................................................................42

Ducks................................................................................43
Waterbomb Base .......................................................................46
Preliminary Base .......................................................................48
The Blintz Base..........................................................................49
Fish Base ....................................................................................51

Nick’s Fish Base Mask ....................................................53
Bird Base ....................................................................................55

Putting wind beneath the wings ...................................57
Multiform or Windmill Base.....................................................58
Frog Base....................................................................................62
Getting Mathematical with Long Division..............................64

Chapter 4: Starting Simple . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 69
Black Sheep Down a Mine........................................................70
A Sheep During Winter .............................................................70
The Horizon ...............................................................................71
Slightly Seasick..........................................................................71
Sailboat ......................................................................................72
Flower ........................................................................................73
T-Rex Head.................................................................................74
Bookmark...................................................................................75
3D Star ........................................................................................77
Coin Trick...................................................................................79
Japanese Schoolgirl ..................................................................81
Three Crease Head....................................................................83
Dunce’s Cap ...............................................................................84
Miniphant...................................................................................87
Elephant’s Head ........................................................................89
Shell ............................................................................................92
Thoki’s Butterfly........................................................................96
Boaz’s Butterfly ........................................................................97
Triplane ......................................................................................99
Chick.........................................................................................102
Fishy Sequence........................................................................105
Fish ...........................................................................................107
Biscuit Packet Closure............................................................109
A Fishy Tale..............................................................................110
Fox’s Head................................................................................112
Envelope...................................................................................114
Ali’s Dish 2 ...............................................................................116
Pureland Figure .......................................................................119
Sailboat Envelope ...................................................................121

02_758571 ftoc.qxp  8/26/08  11:11 AM  Page x



Dracula .....................................................................................123
Lazy Winston ...........................................................................125
Hen............................................................................................128

Chapter 5: Making Moderately Tricky Models . . . . . . 131
Chair .........................................................................................131
Jaws Fin ....................................................................................135
Boat...........................................................................................137
Container .................................................................................140
Face Envelope..........................................................................142
Mystery Object........................................................................145
Bluebell ....................................................................................147
Shining Heart ...........................................................................150
Tulip Bowl ................................................................................153
Little Nicky...............................................................................155
Makotokoma (Spinning Top) .................................................157
Flood Bowl ...............................................................................161
Flapping Bird ...........................................................................164
Droodle.....................................................................................166
Vase...........................................................................................168
Hearts .......................................................................................172
Lazy Susan ...............................................................................175
Four Thirsty Birds...................................................................177
Lovebirds .................................................................................179
Dragonfly..................................................................................181
Snail ..........................................................................................183
For Dummies Man....................................................................187
Mystery Object Solution ........................................................189

Chapter 6: Puzzling Over Geometric Models . . . . . . . . 191
Modular Star ............................................................................191
Hexahedron .............................................................................194
Emblem ....................................................................................196
60-Degree Star..........................................................................198
Gomez Bowl .............................................................................201
Pentagonal Star .......................................................................204
Fluted Module..........................................................................207
House........................................................................................210

Chapter 7: Facing the Challenging Models . . . . . . . . . 215
Chinese Frog ............................................................................216
Dragon ......................................................................................221
Twist Flower ............................................................................224
Twist Decoration.....................................................................226
Four-Compartment Box..........................................................230
Perro Liberando ......................................................................234
Santa .........................................................................................238

Table of Contents xi

02_758571 ftoc.qxp  8/26/08  11:11 AM  Page xi



Aladdin .....................................................................................242
Beetle........................................................................................246
Mouse .......................................................................................249

Part III: The Part of Tens .................................253

Chapter 8: Ten Top Tips . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 255
Ten Folding Tips......................................................................255
Another Ten Tips ....................................................................256
Ten Things to Try If You Get Stuck .......................................257

Chapter 9: Ten Styles of Origami . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 259
Abstract....................................................................................259
Crumpled .................................................................................259
Modular ....................................................................................259
Practical ...................................................................................260
Pureland ...................................................................................260
Realistic ...................................................................................260
Tessellations............................................................................260
Ultimate Realism .....................................................................260
Virtual Origami........................................................................260
Wet Folding .............................................................................261

Chapter 10: Ten Incredible Folders . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 263
David Brill ................................................................................263
Tomoko Fuse ...........................................................................263
Paul Jackson ............................................................................264
Eric Joisel .................................................................................264
Robert Lang ............................................................................265
Michael LaFosse .....................................................................265
Robert Neale............................................................................265
Philip Shen ..............................................................................266
Herman Van Goubergen .........................................................266
Akira Yoshizawa ......................................................................266

Index .............................................................267

Origami Kit For Dummiesxii

02_758571 ftoc.qxp  8/26/08  11:11 AM  Page xii


