
Chapter 1

Getting the Lowdown on Pugs
In This Chapter
� Getting a picture of Pugs

� Figuring out whether a Pug is the dog for you

� Tallying up the costs

� Dedicating yourself to training your Pug

� Making a long-term commitment

Welcome to the curly tail-wagging world of Pugs! Life with a Pug is a fun-
loving, big-eyed experience, that’s for sure. The Pug is a dog that wants

nothing more than to fill your life with hilarious hijinks, lots of snorty kisses,
and oodles of good company. In this chapter, I help you decide whether this
cheery little fellow is the right breed for you. I also discuss what it means to
add a Pug to your household.

Defining Pugs
The largest member of the Toy family, the Pug is one of the most popular
breeds around. It’s hard to go anywhere without seeing a Pug because people
are totally in love with this dog. Why all the hoopla about this short little
fellow? Well, it’s easy to see why he’s so popular. Here’s a dog with his own
ready-made slogan, multum in parvo, which means, “a big dog in a little
body.” Basically, a Pug has a lot going on in a small space.

First comes his compact yet very sturdy frame that’s built to last. There’s
nothing fragile about Puggy, who weighs around 20 pounds and stands
between 10 and 12 inches tall. Next, there’s his expression with its big-eyed
appeal. Two bright, glistening black globes watch your every move. Add in
his pushed-in nose, big grin, and curious pattern of wrinkles crossing his
face, and you have a pugtacular-looking little dog.
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Last, but certainly the frosting on the canine cake, is the Pug’s easy-going
manner. Silly, yet serious when he needs to be, the Pug oozes personality, and
plenty of charm and character is packed into his frame. He can be a lap dog
one minute and an eager playmate the next. Mostly he loves hanging around
his owners and doesn’t want to be left out of anything.

Pugs are definitely a breed apart from other kinds of dogs and aren’t your typi-
cal kind of fussy little dog. They’re interested in pleasing you and aren’t very
demanding. They’re sometimes a little too big to cuddle like a very small dog,
but they’re sturdy enough to play a fast game of catch and chase the birds in
the yard. See Chapter 2 for more about the whole Pug picture and Chapter 3
for an official description (also called the breed standard) of the Pug.

Deciding Whether a Pug Is Right for You
No doubt about it, getting a Pug, or any dog, is a big decision. That’s because
a dog is a 24/7 responsibility. What seems like a good idea now is really a 12-
to 15-year investment of your time, money, and freedom. Think you’re pre-
pared to take on this duty? Read the next few sections to help you decide.

Evaluating your lifestyle
Sure, the idea of having a Pug may sound exciting. Maybe you’ve always
wanted to have a dog, but this is the first time you’re able to think about get-
ting one of your own. Perhaps you’ve just gotten your first big job in a new
city and can now afford to take care of a dog, have the room to keep one, and
the time to enjoy one. Should you rush out and get one? Maybe yes and
maybe no.

A Pug is definitely great company and makes the best listener when you’ve
had a hard day at the office and want to spout off about your boss. Likewise,
if you live alone, a dog can offer good protection by barking when a stranger
comes to the door. Many people actually say they feel safer with a dog in the
house.

Although these are all good reasons for you to get a dog, you need to con-
sider a few more things before rushing out to buy kibble. If you’re the only one
Puggy lives with, remember that he’s been alone all day and is just bursting
with energy when you come home. He wants to do things even though all you
may want to do is veg out on the sofa. That means you need to plan ahead to

10 Part I: Adding Pug Paws to Your Life 
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