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A
a (HTML entity), 48
Abbr (HTML entity), 48
About page, 9–10, 204–205

editing, 204–205
absolute URLs, 48, 49, 53, 63, 67, 69, 101, 153
accounts (Facebook), 211, 212

jailed, 211
test, 211–212

acronym (HTML entity), 48
action (attribute), 72, 76
Action Confirmation page, 45
Action page

error handling, 46
Hello World, 41–45
notifications method, 46

ActionScript, 18
Add Music button, 14
add_border, 53
adding/extending functionality. See functionality
address (HTML entity), 48
address (value), 60
Adobe Flash. See Flash
ads.html, 267
advertising banner, 266–267
advertising/marketing traits (in applications), 24
affiliations data structure, 132
aim (value), 59
Ajax, 100–104. See also FBJS; mock-Ajax

calls, 108
libraries, 69, 85
object, 100–104
utilities, 37, 45

ajaxidigg (example application), 101–104
htdocs/index.php file, 101, 102
lib/AppConfig.class.php, 101

album (attribute), 67
align (attribute), 53, 67, 68
allowScriptAccess, 68
allposters.com, 20
altruistic applications, 22
anonymous actions, Honesty Box, 21
anonymous edits, disabling, 233
anonymous fields, 108, 164, 165, 172

Apache, 5
API (Facebook), 4, 6, 109–162

documentation, 209
error handling, 111–112
method requests, 109–111
responses, 111–112

API key, 177, 178
API methods, 109, 113–162. See also 

specific API methods
authentication, 113–114, 178
error codes. See specific API methods
events, 139–142
FQL, 121–122
friends, 122–125
groups, 143–146
Marketplace, 155–162
News Feed/Mini-Feed, 114–120
notifications, 125–128
photos, 146–152
profile, 128–130
replacement (FQL query), 174
request parameters, 110–111
requests, 109–111
user, 130–139

API Test Console, 210
api_client-›profile_setFBML(. . .), 37
api_key, 34
AppConfig class

Hello World, 34
configuration variables, 34
updated, 214–215

app_id, 34
Application

About page. See About page
Canvas. See Canvas
Description (option), 32
Directory, 12–13, 206, 207
ExampleApp, 16
home page. See htdocs/index.php
list view, 29
Profile Box. See Profile Box
Stats page, 208
Type (option), 32

application authentication. See authentication
application configuration options/combinations, 178
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application control panel, 28, 199, 200–205
application creation/management. See My 

Applications page
application development

best practices, 249–270
caveats, 263
external, 229–248

application Forum, 24
application ID, 178
‘Application Info’ section, 204, 205
application partnerships, 24
Application Programming Interface (Facebook). 

See API
applications (Facebook)

altruistic, 22. See also Causes
anatomy, 7–10
audio/video/image files and, 86
automated jobs for, 249–257
building. See building applications
competitive, 22
content-oriented, 21, 22
creation. See example applications; 

My Applications page
deletions of, 203–204
desktop, authentication of, 192–195
development. See application development
example. See example applications
external. See external applications
game. See Pirates vs. Ninjas; Scrabulous
granting permission to, 60, 61
Hello World. See Hello World
I Play WoW, 208
with icons, 51
internal, 230
invitations. See invitations
as modular plugins, 16
notifications/requests, 13–14
politically focused, 23. See also Election ’08
request process, 16–17

parameters, 17
role of, 6–7
self-contained, 162
settings/configuration bits, 257–262
social, 28. See also Hello World
traffic/usage tracking, 74
traits. See traits
types, 19–23
validating request signature of, 18
viral. See viral applications
Visual Studio and, 18
as web application, 7
Yahoo Buzz Index. See Yahoo Buzz Index

array elements, 93
Art (application), 20
artist (attribute), 67

Attachment Callback URL, 33
attachments (message), 14–16

fb:attachment-preview, 80
Attachments (option), 33
attributes. See Boolean values; dynamic attributes; 

specific attributes
audio files (Facebook applications), 86

streaming, FLV media player and, 69
audio_src, 82
auth token, 179
auth_desktop application, 192–195
authentication, 6, 177–195

API methods, 113–114, 178
application authentication, 180–195

external, 184–191, 230
components, 177–180
forcing views, 183–184
tokens, 177. See also API key; secret key; 

session keys
validating requests, 180–181

auth_external project, 185–191
AuthFacebook plug-in component, 234–245
automated jobs (creation of), 249–257. See also 

Yahoo Buzz Index
AVI video, 69

B
b (HTML entity), 48
backurl (attribute), 74
banner, advertising, 266–267
base options, 31, 32
basic (value), 60
bdo (HTML entity), 48
Beacons (Facebook), 25
best practices, 249–270

application settings/configurations, 257–262
automated jobs, creation of, 249–257
Callback URLs

no HTTPS and SSL, 263
no redirection, 263

common goals, 249
Configurable example, 257–262
design patterns, 264–270
12-second rule, 263
user privacy, 262–263
Yahoo Buzz Index example, 249–257

beta entities (FBML), 47
big (HTML entity), 48
BIGINT type (MySQL), 33
blockquote (HTML entity), 48
blocks, FBML, 92–93
blogs (Facebook), 199, 207
bookmarks, del.icio.us, 22

application control panel
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Boolean comparisons
nested, 172
operators, 172

Boolean flags, 73, 74, 83, 100
Boolean values

attributes
fb:friend-selector, 75
fb:if-is-friends-with-viewer, 61
fb:iframe, 66
fb:multi-friend-input, 71
fb:name, 56, 57
fb:pronoun, 57, 58
fb:request-form, 72
fb:swf, 68
fb:time, 83

clear, 139
show_on_profile, 155
status_includes_verb, 139

border_color (attribute), 71
br (HTML entity), 48
broadcasting messages

feeds, 12
Pages, 14

bugs
bug-tracker tool, 39, 199, 211
fb:flv and, 69

Bugzilla installation, 211
building applications

best practices, 249–270
developers resources, 199–212
example applications. See example 

applications
external application development, 

229–248
building relationships, 19, 20, 24
business network, 25
business relationships, 25
Buzz Index project. See Yahoo Buzz Index
BuzzLog class, 251–252

C
cached Include files, 92
Callback URLs, 16

caveats
no HTTPS and SSL, 263
no redirection, 263

Hello World, 30
home page, 32. See also htdocs/index.php
option, 32

callbacks, 6, 7
callbackurl (attribute), 74
Can Your Application Be Added on Facebook? 

(option), 32

candelete (attribute), 74
candidates, presidential. See Election ’08
canpost (attribute), 73
canvas (query string parameter), 191
Canvas page, 7–8

default. See htdocs/index.php
mobile, 81
navigational units, 265–266
request types, 17

capitalize (attribute), 57, 58
caption (HTML entity), 48
Cascading Style Sheet. See CSS
Causes (application), 21–22
caveats

application development, 263
Callback URLs

redirection, 263
SSL and HTTPS, 263

FQL queries, 166
Include files, 92
12-second rule, 263

cell (value), 60
center (HTML entity), 48
character suffix, 99
cite (HTML entity), 48
class (attribute), 81
clickrewriteform (attribute), 85
clickrewriteid (attribute), 85
clickrewriteurl (attribute), 85
clickthrough (attribute), 85
clicktodisable (attribute), 86
clicktoenable (attribute), 86
clicktoggle (attribute), 84, 85
clicktohide (attribute), 84
clicktoshow (attribute), 84
client libraries, 18. See also PHP

Java, 209
client-side scripting, 87, 89. See also FBJS
CMS. See content management system
Cocoa, 18
code (HTML entity), 48
ColdFusion, 18
colors/styles (Facebook), 264–265
cols (attribute), 64
comments

applications and. See Honesty Box; Wall 
for entities, 74. See also fb:comments

common elements (Facebook), 264
comparison operators (Boolean), 172
comparisons, nested (Boolean), 172
competitive applications, 22
complex data structures

facebook.users.getInfo, 131–136
fields with, 173

concat function, 172

concat function
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conditional statements (FQL queries), 172, 173
Configurable (example application), 257–262
configuration bits/settings, for applications, 

257–262
configuration variables, AppConfig.class, 34
contact (value), 59
content (attribute), 71
content management system (CMS), 6
content-oriented applications, 21, 22
contributions. See Causes
control panel (My Applications page), 28, 199, 

200–205
Core Technologies

Facebook, 5–6
Platform, 6

cosmetic enhancements (applications), 25
Art application, 20

courses (value), 59
Create button (on dashboard), 52
creating applications, 201–203. See also 

building applications; example applications; 
My Applications page

CRUD interface, 264, 265
CSS (Cascading Style Sheet), 68, 87, 92

fb:ref and, 95
Include files, 92

current_location data structure, 132–133

D
Dashboard widget, 264, 265–266
dashboards, 40, 264, 265, 266
data mining, with FQL, 163–175
data storage (FQL), 174–175
date (month/day), 78. See also fb:editor-date
dd (HTML entity), 48
debugging tools, 39, 199, 211
decoration (attribute), 53, 55
Default FBML (option), 32
Default Profile Box Column, 32
del (HTML entity), 48
deletion of applications, 203–204
del.icio.us (application), 22
deprecated entities (FBML), 47
design patterns (Facebook), 264–270
Desktop (sample application), 192–195
desktop applications, 192–195. See also external 

applications
developer discussion board, 18
Developer Mode (option), 32
Developer Test Accounts network 

(Facebook Platform), 212
Developers Application, 18–19, 27, 199–208

download, 28

developers, resources for, 199–212. See also
resources for developers

Developers Web Site, 209–210
documentation, 209
resources, 209

Development Center, 18–19
Dialog object, 104–105
Dialog widgets, 104–108
dialogs, 104–108, 264, 267–270
Dialogs (example application), 105–108, 

267–270
direct relationships, 4
Directory, Application, 12–13, 206, 207
Discussion Board, 9, 28, 206–207
displaying advertisements, 266–267
div (HTML entity), 48
divider, horizontal, 78
DIY Ice Cream wiki, 230–248

account creation, disabling, 233
anonymous edits, disabling, 233
AuthFacebook plug-in component, 234–245
creation, 233–234
extend/enhance, 248
Facebook plug-in component, 245–247
login link, removal, 233
main page, 232

dl (HTML entity), 48
dnf (HTML entity), 48
Do It Yourself Ice Cream wiki. See DIY Ice 

Cream wiki
document object model. See DOM
documentation

authentication, 209
Facebook API, 209
FBML, 209
FQL, 209

document.createElement(. . .) method, 91
DOM (document object model), 69, 87, 100, 101

FBJS and, 89
donations. See Causes
download source code (wrox.com), xxii
dt (HTML entity), 48
dynamic attributes (FBML), 84–86

forms, 86
mock-Ajax, 85–86
visibility, 84–85

E
editing, of About page, 204–205
editor entities, 75–79
education (value), 60
education_history data structure, 133
Edwards, Phil, 20

conditional statements (FQL queries)
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Election ’08, 23
element content, setting (FBJS), 91–92
element creation, FBJS, 91
else case, 49. See also fb:else
em (HTML entity), 48
email (value), 59
entities (FBML), 47–87

beta, 47
definition of, 48
deprecated, 47
editor, 75
external content/media, 66–70
fb:ref, nesting and, 84
forms, 75–79
HTML (list), 48–49
information control, 58–62
informational, 54–56
media/external content, 66–70
miscellaneous, 81–84
navigational, 51–54
notification/requests, 70–73
operators, 49–51
profile, 62–64
requests/notifications, 70–73
system, 80–81
user and group, 56–58
widget, 73–74

Epoch. See UNIX Epoch
error codes, API methods. See specific 

API methods
error handling. See also bugs

API, 111–112
Hello World project, 46
JSON-serialized facebook.fql.query error, 111
rendering error, 80
XML facebook.fql.query error, 112

error messages, 264. See also fb:error
event handling (FBJS), 99–100
event table, 170
event tracking, 220–222
event_member table, 170–171
events. * API methods, 139–142

.get, 140–141

.getMembers, 142
example applications

ajaxidigg, 101–104
Configurable, 257–262
Desktop, 192–195
Dialogs, 105–108, 267–270
DIY IceCream wiki, 230–248
External, 185–191
Hello World, 27–46, 213–228
Signature, 181–183
Yahoo Buzz Index, 249–257

exclude_ids (attribute), 71, 75, 83

excludes (attribute), 81
Extended Info (application), 20
extending/adding functionality. See functionality
Extensible Markup Language. See XML
External (sample application), 185–191

database schema, 185
lib/AppConfig.class.php, 186

external applications
authentication, 184–191, 230
creating, 230
defined, 229–230
desktop, 192–195
development, 229–248
MediaWiki, 230, 231

installation, 231–233
preparation, 230–231

external content/media entities, 66–70

F
Facebook

API. See API
Beacons, 25
colors/styles, 264–265
common elements, 264
design patterns, 264–270
Developers Application. See Developers Application
Development Center, 18–19
evolution, 3–4
as gaming platform, 23
Group, 57
Marketplace. See Marketplace
as modular CMS with authentication, 6
open-source technologies, 5
Pages. See Pages
Platform. See Facebook Platform
Platform Team, 28
plug-in component, 245–247
services, 4–5
updates/service announcements, 207
wizards on, 266

Facebook JavaScript. See FBJS
Facebook Markup Language. See FBML
Facebook Platform

components, 6
Core Technologies, 6
Developer Test Accounts network, 212
forms, special treatment of, 87. See also forms
information sources

Developer Application, 18–19
Developer Center, 18–19

main duties, 5–6
multimedia-friendly, 86
status section, 207

Facebook Platform
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Facebook Query Language. See FQL
facebookapi_php5_restlib.php (code listing), 

278–313
facebook.auth

.createToken, 113–114

.getSession, 114
facebook_desktop.php (code listing), 

276–278
facebook.events

.get, 140–141

.getMembers, 142
facebook.fbml

.refreshImgSrc, 86, 153

.refreshRefUrl, 153–154

.setRefHandle, 84, 154–155
facebook.feed

.publishActionOfUser, 116–118

.publishStorytoUser, 114–116

.publishTemplatizedAction, 118–120
facebook.fql.query, 121–122, 163

error
JSON-serialized, 111
XML, 112

facebook.friends
.areFriends, 122–123
.get, 123–124
.getAppUsers, 124–125

facebook.groups
.get, 143–144
.getMembers, 145–146

facebook.marketplace
.createListing, 155–157
.getCategories, 158
.getListings, 159–160
.getSubCategories, 158–159
.removeListing, 160–161
.search, 161–162

facebook.notifications
.get, 125–126
.send, 126–127
.sendEmail, 127–128
.sendrequest (deprecated), 127

facebook.photos
.addtag, 151–152
.createAlbum, 147–148
.get, 148–149
.getAlbums, 150–151
.getTags, 152
.upload, 146–147

facebook.php (code listing), 271–276
facebook.profile

.getFBML, 129

.setFBML, 37, 129–130
facebook.users

.getInfo, 131–136

complex data structures, 131–136
.getLoggedInUser, 137
.hasAppAdded, 138
.hasAppPermission, 137–138
.isAppAdded, 130–131
.setStatus, 139

failures. See error handling
false/true values. See Boolean values
fb XML namespace, 48
fb:action, 52

fb:dashboard and, 52
fb:subtitle and, 52

fb:attachment-preview, 80
fb:comments, 73–74

restrictions for, 74
fb:create-button, 51–52
fb:dashboard, 40, 51

entities in, 51
fb:action and, 52
fb:create-button and, 52
fb:help and, 52

fb:default, 50
fb:dialog, 269
fb:dialogresponse, 270
fb:editor, 41, 44, 76

Hello World project, 45
fb:editor-button, 45, 79
fb:editor-buttonset, 78
fb:editor-cancel, 45, 79
fb:editor-custom, 45
fb:editor-date, 78
fb:editor-divider, 78
fb:editor-month, 77–78
fb:editor-textarea, 76–77
fb:editor-time, 77
fb:else, 41, 49–50
fb:error, 54–55
fb:explanation, 41, 43

example, 44
fb:fbml, 80
fb:fbmlversion, 80
fb:flv, 69

bug, 69
fb_force_mode parameter, 73
fb:friend-selector, 45, 75–76, 83

fb:multi-friend-input and, 71
fb:google-analytics, 73, 74
fb:grouplink, 57
fb:header, 53
fb:header-title, 54
fb:help, 52
fb:if, 49
fb:if-can-see, 59–60, 263
fb:if-can-see-photo, 60, 263
fb:if-is-app-user, 41, 60–61

Facebook Query Language
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fb:if-is-friends-with-viewer, 61
fb:if-is-group-member, 61
fb:if-is-own-profile, 62
fb:if-is-user, 62
fb:iframe, 66

advertising banner with, 266–267
fb:if-user-has-added-app, 62
fb:is-in-network, 59
FBJS (Facebook JavaScript), 49, 89

Ajax and. See Ajax
dialogs. See dialogs
DOM and, 89
element content, setting, 91–92
element creation, 91
event handling, 99–100
FBML and, 89–108
JavaScript v., 89–90
methods/functions (list), 96–98

JavaScript replacements, 96–98
syntax/structure, 89

fb:js-string FBML entity, 91, 92, 105, 107
FBML blocks with, 92–93

fb:mediaheader, 54
fb:message, 43, 56

example, 44
FBML (Facebook Markup Language), 6, 37, 46, 

47–87, 89–108
advanced features, 89–108
blocks, 92–93
documentation, 209
dynamic attributes, 84–86
entities. See entities
event handling, 99–100
FBJS and, 89–108
HTML and, 47
importance/usefulness, 46, 89
operators, 49–51
refresh methods, 153–155
rendering engine. See rendering engine
revisions, 47
Test Console, 39, 40, 210
wiki, 209

fbml. * API methods
.refreshImgSrc, 86, 153
.refreshRefUrl, 153–154
.setRefHandle, 84, 154–155

fb:mobile, 81
fb:mp3, 67
fb:multi-friend-input, 71

fb:friend-selector and, 71
fb:name, 40–41, 56–57
fb:narrow, 63
fb:notif-email, 70
fb:notif-page, 70
fb:notif-subject, 70

fb:owner-action, 54
fb:photo, 66–67
fb:profile-action, 63
fb:profile-pic, 58

img and, 58
fb:pronoun, 57–58
fb:random, 50
fb:random-option, 50–51
fb:redirect, 80
fb:ref, 84

CSS and, 95
nesting and, 84
Yahoo Buzz Index, 250

fb:req-choice, 70
fb:request-form, 71–73, 223, 224, 

225, 226
fb:request-form-submit, 73
fb:share-button, 81–82

meta entities, 82
meta links, 82

fb_sig, 17, 68
fb_sig_added, 17, 68, 184
fb_sig_api_key, 17, 68
fb_sig_expires, 68
fb_sig_friends, 17
fb_sig_in_canvas, 17, 183
fb_sig_in_iframe query string parameter, 66
fb_sig_profile, 68
fb_sig_profile_update_time, 17
fb_sig_session_key, 17, 68
fb_sig_time, 17, 68
fb_sig_user, 17, 68, 184
fb_sig_xid, 74
fb_sig_xid_action, 74
fb:silverlight, 69–70

activation, 95
fb:submit, 79
fb:subtitle, 64

fb:action and, 52
fb:success, 55–56
fb:swf, 67–69

Flash v.9 and, 69
fb:switch, 50
fb:tab-item, 53
fb:time, 82–83
fb:title, 83
fb:user, 57
fb:user-agent, 81
fb:user-item, 64
fb:user-table, 64
fb:visible-to-added-app-users, 66
fb:visible-to-apps-users, 65
fb:visible-to-friends, 65
fb:visible-to-owner, 65
fb:visible-to-user, 65

fb:visible-to-user
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fb:wide, 63
February 31 (on form), 78
feed (value), 59
feed. * API methods, 114-120

.publishActionOfUser, 116–118

.publishStorytoUser, 114–116

.publishTemplatizedAction, 118–120
feeds. See Mini-Feed; News Feed; Yahoo 

Buzz Index
fieldset (HTML entity), 48
fields/tables (FQL queries), 167–172

complex data structures, 173
Firefox versions, 81
first_name data structure, 133–134
firstnameonly (attribute), 56
first_time method, 216, 220, 260
Flash

FLV media player, 69
MP3 player, 67
v.9, fb:swf entities and, 69

flashvars (attribute), 68
FLV media player, 69
font (HTML entity), 48
forced invites, 24
Form submission mechanism, JavaScript, 79
form_id (attribute), 79
forms (entities), 49, 75–79, 87, 264

February 31st on, 78
special treatment of, 87

Fortune Cookie (application), 21
Forum (application), 24
FQL (Facebook Query Language), 

6, 163–175
API method, 121–122
documentation, 209
queries. See queries
responses, 164–165

JSON, 164–165
XML, 164

usage
data storage, 174–175
method replacement, 174

fql. * API methods, 121–122
fql_query_response, 113, 163, 164
frameborder (attribute), 66
Friend Greetings. See Hello World
friend table, 168
friends (value), 59
friends. * API methods, 122–125

.areFriends, 122–123

.get, 123–124

.getAppUsers, 124–125
functionality (adding/extending), 25

Extended Info application, 20
functions (FQL queries), 172

G
game applications. See also Pirates vs. 

Ninjas; Scrabulous
multi-user, 23
single-player flash, 23
turn-based, 23

gaming platform, Facebook as, 23
generate_sig function, 180, 183
GET, 72. See also POST
get_db_conn method, 37
get_greetings method, 35
get_valid_fb_params class method, 183
gid (attribute), 57, 61
Google Analytics

account ID, 74
code, 73

granting permission, to application, 60, 61
Greetings table schema (Hello World), 33, 215
Gregorian calendar, 77
group and user entities, 56–58
Group, Facebook, 57. See also fb:grouplink
group table, 168–169
group_members table, 169
groups (value), 59
groups. * API methods, 143–146

.get, 143–144

.getMembers, 145–146

H
h1 through h6 (HTML entities), 48
handle (attribute), 84
header. See fb:header
height (attribute), 66, 67, 68, 69
Hello World (example application), 27–46, 213–228

Callback URL, 30
Canvas pages, 37–45

Action page, 41–45
home page (index page), 37–45

Canvas URL, 30
class overview, 34–37
configuration, 30–33

base options, 31, 32
installation options, 31, 32
integration points, 31, 33

creation, 28–30
error handling, 46
evaluating status, 45–46
event tracking, 220–222
functionality/features, 28
invitations, sending/tracking, 222–227
layout/structure, 34
notifications, 46

fb:wide
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preparation, 33, 214–215
profiles, improvements in, 215–219
statistics/metrics, 227–228
table schemas, 33

new, 215
writing, 33–46

help. See fb:help
Help URL (option), 33
hex-encoded value, 69
hide_checkbox, 191
home page, 38. See also htdocs/index.php page
hometown_location data structure, 132–133
Honesty Box, 21

Wall v., 21
hooks, 6
horizontal divider, 78
hr (HTML entity), 48
href (attribute), 51, 52, 53, 54, 79, 81
hs_info data structure, 134
htdocs/callback.php page, 191–192
htdocs/goodbye.php Post-Remove Callback page, 

221–222
htdocs/index.php page

ajaxidigg, 102
Dialogs, 268
External, 189
Hello World, 30, 38
public nature of, 218
Signature, 181–182
Yahoo Buzz Index, 253–255

htdocs/invite.php Canvas page, 223, 224
htdocs/profile.php file

Hello World, 216–218
Yahoo Buzz Index, 255–256

htdocs/welcome.php Canvas page, 219
HTML

entities (list), 48–49. See also specific HTML entities
special cases, 48–49

FBML and, 47
HTTP Form method, 72. See also GET; POST
HTTPS, Callback URLs and, 263
Hug action, 107
hugs, 107, 108

I
i (HTML entity), 48
I Play WoW (application), 208
ice cream wiki. See DIY Ice Cream wiki
icon (attribute), 53
icons, applications with, 51
idname (attribute), 75, 83
ids (variable), 73
ifcantsee (attribute), 56, 58

iFrame, 32, 66, 73, 267
fb:iframe, 66

advertising banner with, 266–267
if/then block, 49. See also fb:if
iLike, 19–20
images, 86

sharing, 81
image_src, 82
img tag (HTML entity), 49, 86

fb:profile-pic and, 58
imgclass (attribute), 68, 69
imgsrc (attribute), 67, 69
imgstyle (attribute), 68, 69
Include files, 92

cached, 92
rules/caveats, 92

include_me (attribute), 71, 75, 83
includes (attribute), 81
includeself (attribute), 61
index page. See htdocs/index.php page
indirect relationships, 4
infinite session keys, 179, 184, 191, 256
information aggregates, 5. See also Mini-Feed; 

News Feed
information control entities, 58–62
informational messages, 264
input (HTML entity), 48
ins (HTML entity), 48
installation options, 31, 32
installed (query string parameter), 250, 254, 

257, 258, 260
integration points, 31, 33
internal applications, 230
invitation concentration, 226
invitations, 222–227

forced, 24
invite (attribute), 72
Invite page, 225
IP Addresses of Servers Making Requests

(option), 32
iTunes Music Store, 20

J
jailed accounts, 211
Java, xxi, 18

Client Library, 209
JavaScript, 49. See also FBJS

FBJS v., 89–90
Form submission mechanism, 79
Include files, 92
methods/functions (list), 96–98

FBJS replacements, 96–98
syntax/structure, 89

JavaScript
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JavaScript Object Notation. See JSON
JSON (JavaScript Object Notation), 37,

164–165
facebook.fql.query error, 111
FQL responses, 164–165
online info, 165
serialized responses, 113

K
kbd (HTML entity), 48
Kraft, Matt, 20

L
label (attribute), 70, 73, 76, 77, 78
label (HTML entity), 48
labelwidth (attribute), 76
landing page. See htdocs/index.php
last_name data structure, 133–134
lastnameonly (attribute), 56
legend (HTML entity), 48
li (HTML entity), 48
lib/AppConfig.class.php

ajaxidigg, 101
External, 186
Signature, 181
Yahoo Buzz Index, 256–257

libraries. See also PHP
Ajax, 69, 85
client, 18
Java client, 209
unofficial, 18

lib/SuperStore.class.php, 186–188
lib/update.php file, 256
linked (attribute), 56, 58
links, paid, 266–267
lists/menus, 266
login link, removal of, 233
loop (attribute), 68
lower (string) function, 172

M
mailbox (value), 60
main page. See htdocs/index.php
management/creation of applications. 

See My Applications page
marketing/advertising traits 

(in applications), 24
Marketplace (Facebook)

API methods, 155–162
marketplace. * API methods

.createListing, 155–157

.getCategories, 158

.getListings, 159–160

.getSubCategories, 158–159

.removeListing, 160–161

.search, 161–162
markup languages

Extensible. See XML
Facebook. See FBML
HTML. See HTML

max (attribute), 71
maxlength (attribute), 76
MD5. See Message Digest 5
media header. See fb:mediaheader
media/external content entities, 66–70
MediaWiki, 230, 231

configuration page, 232
installation, 231–233

meeting_for data structure, 134
meeting_sex data structure, 134
memcached, 5
menus/lists, 266
message (attribute), 54, 55
Message Digest 5 (MD5), 18
message handling, 6
messages. See also notifications; requests

attachments. See attachments
broadcasting

feeds, 12
Pages, 14

fb:explanation and, 55
fb:message and, 43, 56

example, 44
fb:success and, 55–56
informational entities and, 54–56
success/error/informational, 264
user-to-user, 5

messaging, 5, 13, 24
meta entities, 82
meta links, 82
method (attribute), 72
methods, API. See API methods
Microsoft Silverlight control, 69, 70
Microsoft Visual Studio. See Visual Studio
Mini-Feed, 5, 10–12, 24

API methods, 114–120
News Feed v., 10

miscellaneous entities (FBML), 81–84
mobile application Canvas pages, 81
mock-Ajax. See also Ajax

dynamic attributes, 85–86
modular plugins, applications as, 16
month, of Gregorian calendar year, 77
MP3 player, Flash, 67

JavaScript Object Notation

bindex.indd   324bindex.indd   324 4/3/08   5:56:44 PM4/3/08   5:56:44 PM



325

In
de

x

MPEG video, 69
multimedia-friendly platform (Facebook), 86
multi-user games, 23
music

iLike application, 19–20
My Applications page (control panel), 28, 

199, 200–205
‘My Privacy’ page, 178
MySpace, 19
MySQL, xxi, 5

BIGINT type, 33
Greetings table schema, 33, 215
shared/dedicated server, 27

N
name (attribute), 75, 76, 77, 79, 83
name data structure, 133–134
narrow form, 8
navigational entities (FBML), 51–54
navigational units (Canvas), 265–266
nested Boolean comparisons, 172
nesting, fb:ref entities and, 84
.NET, 18
network (attribute), 59
New Application form, 29
News blog (Facebook), 199, 207
News Feed, 5, 10–12, 24

API methods, 114–120
automated jobs. See Yahoo Buzz Index
Mini-Feed v., 10

NewsVine, 23
next (query string parameter), 191
no_padding, 53, 55
normal (value), 58, 67
notes (value), 59
notifications, 5, 13–14. See also requests

API methods, 125–128
entities (FBML), 70–73
fb:explanation and, 55
fb:success and, 55–56
Hello World project, 46
informational entities and, 54–56
method, 46
requests v., 14

notifications. * API methods, 125–128
.get, 125–126
.send, 126–127
.sendEmail, 127–128
.sendrequest (deprecated), 127

not_limited (value), 59
now (function), 172
numposts, 74

O
objective (attribute), 57
object.setInnerFBML(token) method, 91
object.setTextValue(string) method, 91
ol (HTML entity), 48
onclick event, 268
online (value), 59
opaque (value), 68
open-source technologies, Facebook, 5
operating systems, web, 6
operators (FBML entities), 49–51
operators, Boolean comparison, 172
optgroup (HTML entity), 48
option (HTML entity), 48
Optional Fields, 30, 31, 202

P
p (HTML entity), 48
p2p.wrox.com, xxii–xxiii
page (attribute), 74
Pages (Facebook), 5, 14
paid links, 266–267
parameters (application request), 17, 

183–184, 221
parser. See FBJS
partnerships, application, 24
perfecting single idea (in applications), 

24–25
Perl, xxi, 18
permissions

granting, to application, 60, 61
viewing, information control entities 

and, 58–62
personal (value), 60
Philips, Trey, 20
phone (value), 60
photo table, 171
photos (Facebook). See fb:photo
photos. * API methods, 146–152

.addtag, 151–152

.createAlbum, 147–148

.get, 148–149

.getAlbums, 150–151

.getTags, 152

.upload, 146–147
photosofme (value), 59
photo_tag table, 171–172
PHP, xxi, 5

Client Library, 27, 36, 209
example applications. See example 

applications

PHP
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PHP (continued)
file reference, 271–313

facebookapi_php5_restlib.php, 278–313
facebook_desktop.php, 276–278
facebook.php, 271–276

shared/dedicated server, 27
versions, 18

PhpEmbed, 5
Pic, 134
pic_big, 134
pick (attribute), 50
pic_small, 134
pic_square, 134
‘Picture’ section, 204, 205
pid (attribute), 60, 66, 254
Pirates vs. Ninjas, 22–23
platform model, Facebook. See Facebook Platform
Platform Status section, 207
Platform Team (Facebook), 28
plug-in components

AuthFacebook, 234–245
Facebook, 245–247

Poke action, 107
pokes, 54, 108, 125
politically focused applications, 23. 

See also Election ’08
popularity, user, 19, 24
popup, 191
possessive (attribute), 56
POST, 16, 18, 41, 43, 44, 71, 73, 74, 

76, 78, 79, 163
parameters, 17, 183–184, 221

Post-Add Callback URL, 202, 218, 
250, 254, 258

Post-Add URL (option), 32, 219, 220, 258
Post-Remove (option), 32
pre (HTML entity), 48
preposition (parameter), 83
presidential election candidates. See Election ’08
previewing code, 39

FBML Test Console, 39, 40, 210
privacy (user), 47

best practices, 262–263
fb:if-can-see, 59-60, 263
fb:if-can-see-photo, 60, 263
information control entities, 58–62

Privacy URL (option), 33
Private Installation (option), 33
professional (value), 60
profile

API methods, 128–130
enhancements (applications), 25

Art application, 20
entities (FBML), 62–64
real estate, 24

profile (value), 59
profile. * API methods, 128–130

.getFBML, 129

.setFBML, 37, 129–130
Profile Box, 8–9
profile pages, 4

content, entities for, 62–64
content visibility, entities for, 64–66

profile visibility entities, 64–66
profile_setFBML, 36
pronoun. See fb:pronoun
publishActionOfUser v. publishStoryToUser, 118
Python, 18

Q
q (HTML entity), 48
quality (attribute), 68
queries (FQL), 163

anonymous fields, 108, 164, 165, 172
caveats, 166
conditional statements, 172, 173
functions, 172, 173
syntax, 166
tables/fields, 167–172

query string parameters
installed, 250, 254, 257, 258, 260
login, 191
pid, 146
URL, 178

R
real estate, user profile, 24
redirection, Callback URLs and, 263
reflexive (attribute), 56, 57
refresh methods (FBML), 153–155

facebook.fbml.refreshImgSrc, 86, 153
facebook.fbml.refreshRefUrl, 153–154

relationships
building/strengthening, 19, 20, 24
business, 25
direct, 4
indirect, 4
user relationship management, 6

relationship_status data structure, 135
rendering engine (FBML), 49, 73, 80, 

83, 87
API methods, 153–155
CSS and DOM, 87
img tag and, 86
prepositions and, 83
variables/functions and, 93
version, 80

PHP (continued)
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rendering error, 80
replacement of API methods, 174
request interface, customization of, 72
request methods. See GET; POST
request parameters, API method, 110–111
request process (for applications), 16–18

parameters, 17
request signature, validating, 18
request-form invitation/notification 

process, 72, 73
requests, 13–14. See also notifications; queries

entities (FBML), 70–73
FQL. See queries
notifications v., 14
12-second rule, 263

requirelogin (attribute), 85
resources for developers, 199–212

Developers Application, 18–19, 27, 199–208
download, 28

Developers Web Site, 209–210
wiki, 211

responses
API (Facebook), 111–112
FQL, 164–165
JSON, 113
XML, 113

role (attribute), 61
rows (attribute), 76
Ruby, xxi, 18
rules/caveats, Include files, 92. See 

also caveats

S
s (HTML entity), 48
salign (attribute), 68
samp (HTML entity), 48
sample applications. See example applications
scheduled tasks, xix, 179, 257. See also 

automated jobs
Scrabulous, 23
script (HTML entity), 49, 90, 92
scripting, client-side, 87, 89. See also FBJS
scrolling (attribute), 66
search (value), 60
seasonal (value), 60
secret key, 17, 34, 101, 177, 178, 180, 

200, 235, 245
‘See all’ link, 64
seeallurl (attribute), 64
select (HTML entity), 48
selected (attribute), 53
self-contained applications, 162
serialized responses

JSON, 113
XML, 113

service announcements, updates 
(Facebook), 207

services (Facebook), 4–5
session keys, 177, 179

infinite, 179, 184, 191, 256
sessions. See session keys
setInnerFBML method, 91
setStyle(. . .) method, 90, 98, 99
setTextValue method, 91
setting element content (FBJS), 91–92
settings/configuration bits (for applications), 

257–262
‘share | +’ button, 81
Share button, 264
shared objects, 81–82
shorten (value), 53, 55
Side-Nav URL (option), 33, 250, 258, 267
Sidestep, 20
Signature (example project), 181–183
signatures, 178, 179–180
significant_other data structure, 135
Silverlight control, 69, 70
silverlightsrc (attribute), 69
single idea (in applications), 24–25
single-player flash games, 23
64-bit integers (for UIDs), 33
size (attribute), 58, 67
skipcookie, 191
Slide Inc., 19
small (value), 58, 67
small span (HTML entity), 48
smartsize (attribute), 66
social applications, 28, 199. See also 

Hello World
social graph, 4

friends. * API methods, 122–125
social network, 3, 6

business network v., 25
social platform, 3, 6
source code (download), xxii
spam, 19, 200, 226, 233
SpecialPages, 231, 236
SQL, 6, 163, 166. See also FQL

calls, 220
square (value), 58, 67
src (attribute), 66, 67, 69, 86
SSL, Callback URLs and, 263
Stats, Application, 208
status data structure, 135–136
statusupdates (value), 59
storage of data (FQL), 174–175
strategies, application development. 

See best practices

strategies, application development
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streaming video/audio files, 69
strengthening/building relationships, 

19, 20, 24
strike (HTML entity), 48
strlen (string) function, 172
strong (HTML entity), 48
strpos (string1, string2), 173
style (attribute), 66
style (HTML entity), 48, 94
styles/colors (Facebook), 264–265
sub (HTML entity), 48
subjectid (attribute), 57
substr (string, start, length), 173
success messages, 264
suffix, character, 99
sup (HTML entity), 48
Support E-mail option, 32
swfbgcolor (attribute), 68, 69
swfsrc (attribute), 67
system entities (FBML), 80–81

T
t (parameter), 82
table (HTML entity), 48
tables/fields (FQL queries), 167–172

complex data structures, 173
Tabs (widget), 265
target_url, 82
tbody (HTML entity), 48
td (HTML entity), 48
test accounts, 211–212
Test Accounts network, Developer, 212
Test Console

API, 210
FBML, 39, 40, 210

textarea (HTML entity), 48
tfoot (HTML entity), 48
th (HTML entity), 48
thread (HTML entity), 48
Thrift, 5
thumb (value), 58, 67
time. See fb:time; UNIX Epoch
time intervals, rounded, 77. See also 

fb:editor-time
time stamp, 83
time zone, 83
Tips application, 20
title (attribute), 51, 52, 53, 67, 69
tokens, authentication, 177. See also API key; 

secret key; session keys
tools

API Test Console, 210

debugging, 39, 199, 211
FBML Test Console, 39, 40, 210

‘top 8’ concept, 19
Top Friends, 19, 24
tr (HTML entity), 48
traffic/usage tracking, 74

Application Stats, 208
traits (application), 19–23

adding/extending functionality, 20, 25
business relationships, 25
marketing/advertising, 24
overview, 23–25
perfecting single idea, 24–25
profile enhancements, 20, 25

transparent (value), 68
true/false values. See Boolean values
tt (HTML entity), 48
turn-based games, 23
12-second rule, 263
type (attribute), 71
typeahead (variable), 73
tz (parameter), 83

U
u (HTML entity), 48
uacct (attribute), 74
uid (attribute), 54, 56, 57, 58, 59, 60, 61, 

62, 65, 67, 73, 75, 83
UIDs (user IDs), 17

64-bit integers, 33
ul (HTML entity), 48
undefined uid, 83
underscore (_)

FBML rendering engine and, 93, 94
XML and, 113

unique (attribute), 50
UNIX Epoch, 17, 77

seconds, t parameter and, 82
UNIX time stamp, 68, 78
unofficial libraries, 18

supported languages, 18
update_profile method, 36, 37, 252

updated, 216
updates/service announcements

(Facebook), 207
upper (function), 173
URL(s)

absolute, 48, 49, 53, 63, 67, 69, 101, 153
Art, 20
Attachment Callback, 33
Callback. See Callback URLs
Causes, 22

streaming video/audio fi les
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del.icio.us (application), 22
Developer Application, 28
documentation, 209
Election ’08, 23
Extended Info, 20
fb XML namespace, 48
FBML wiki, 209
Fortune Cookie, 21
Help (option), 33
Honesty Box, 21
iLike, 20
JSON, 165
MediaWiki, 231
Pirates vs. Ninjas, 23
Post-Add (option), 32, 219, 220, 258
Post-Add Callback, 202, 218, 250, 254, 258
Privacy (option), 33
redirection to different, 80
Scrabulous, 23
Side-Nav (option), 33, 250, 258, 267
source code, xxii
Top Friends, 19

url (attribute), 63, 70, 80, 84
URL query string parameters, 178
usage/traffic tracking, 74

Application Stats, 208
user

API methods, 130–139
enhancing experience of. See 

settings/configuration bits
management, 6
name. See fb:name
popularity, 19, 24
privacy. See privacy
profile. See profile
relationship management, 6
warnings/errors to. See fb:error

user and group entities (FBML), 56–58
user IDs. See UIDs
user login credentials, 177–178
user table, 167–168
user-centric control element, 57
users. * API methods, 130–139

.getInfo, 131–136
complex data structures, 131–136

.getLoggedInUser, 137

.hasAppAdded, 138

.hasAppPermission, 137–138

.isAppAdded, 130–131

.setStatus, 139
user-specific offline updates, 257
user-to-user messages, 5
usethey (attribute), 57
useyou (attribute), 56, 58

V
validating requests, 18, 180–181
value (attribute), 76, 77, 78, 79
var (HTML entity), 48
var (JavaScript variable), 92
VB.NET, 18
version (attribute), 80
video files (in Facebook applications), 86

sharing, 81
streaming, FLV media player and, 69

viewing permissions (information control 
entities), 58–62

viral applications, 19, 24
Fortune Cookie, 21
Pirates vs. Ninjas, 22
tactics for, 24
Top Friends, 19

viral marketing, 19, 24
visibility

dynamic attributes, 84–85
profile visibility entities, 64–66

Visual Studio
Express Showcase, 18
Facebook applications and, 18

W
waitforclick (attribute), 68
Wall, 9, 24

fb:comments and, 74
Honesty Box v., 21

wall (value), 59
warning, nesting fb:ref entities and, 84
warnings/errors. See fb:error
wave_hello method, 35
web applications, 7. See also applications
web development technologies, xxi. See 

also MySQL; PHP
web operating systems, 6
web sites, 6
weight (attribute), 50
Welcome page, 219
what (attribute), 59

optional values, 59–60
wide form, 8
widgets, 73. See also dialogs

Dashboard, 264, 265–266
Dialog, 104–108
entities for, 73–74
FBML and, 89
Tabs, 265

width (attribute), 66, 67, 69, 71, 76

width (attribute)
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wikis
Developers, 211
DIY Ice Cream, 230–248
as external applications, 184–185
FBML, 209

window (value), 68
wizards (on Facebook), 266
wmode (attribute), 68
word-of-mouth recommendations, 24
work_history data structure, 136
wrox.com, xxii

p2p.wrox.com, xxii–xxiii

X
xid (attribute), 73, 74
XML (Extensible Markup Language), 37, 47. 

See also FBML
facebook.fql.query error, 112

FQL responses, 164
serialized responses, 113

XML namespace, fb, 48
XMLNS declarations, 113
xsi XML namespace, 113
xsi:schemalocation, 113

Y
Yahoo Buzz Index (example project), 249–257

building, 251–257
creating, 250
defining, 250
htdocs/index.php Canvas page, 253–255
htdocs/profile.php, 255–256
lib/AppConfig.class.php, 256–257
lib/BuzzLog.class.php, 251–252
lib/update.php file, 256
user-specific offline updates, 257

wikis
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