


Arsenius, 8
Art: found-object, 54–55; looking at,

with openness, 71–72
Art Institute of Chicago, 71
Art supplies, playing with, 134
“Ascension” (Norris), 180
Asceticism, 30
Asymmetry, 190
Attachment and separation, anxiety

over, 167, 194. See also Letting go
Attending all along: and change, 51, 56;

and found awe, 55; to justice from
home to world, 119; practice of,
40–42

Attention, honing, 166
Attentive love, 49–54
Augustine, 3, 27, 70, 152, 153, 154, 156,

184
Authority: a child becoming an, 73;

male, 83, 84, 89
Automated bread-making machine

story, 132
Autonomy, honoring, 194
“Away in the Manger,” 48
Awe. See Wonder and awe

B
Baby boomers, 24–25
Baby dedication, 4
Balance: finding a pattern for, 13–14;

order based on, between work
and prayer, 7; striving to sustain,
85

“Bambelela,” 185–186
Banned books, 165
Baptism, 4, 31, 32, 112, 125, 158, 189,

190
Barbour, I., 18
Barth, K., 24
Basic needs and goods, commodifying,

132–133
Bass, D., 32, 35, 36
Beatitudes, the, 189
Bedtime prayer, 57, 192
Bedtime reading, 158, 171–172
Beecher, H. W., 83

Bell, D., 92
Benahib, S., 103
Bendroth, M., 24, 82, 128–129
Benedict of Nyssa, 7, 10
Benedictine community, 23
Benedictine prayer, 167
Benedictine spirituality, growing inter-

est in, 7
Berenstain Bears series, 163
Berenstain, J., 163
Berenstain, S., 163
Berry, W., 95
Berryman, J., 145, 146, 168
Bettelheim, B., 168
“Between Rhetoric and 

Reality” (Anderson), 182
Bible reading: and controlling children,

64; faith “practice” limited to, 24,
57; gathering for, 25; people shaped
by, 152, 153; as religious practice,
31, 155, 158; vocabulary used to de-
scribe, in the Middle Ages, 156

Bible stories for children, 158–159, 162
Bible study: focus on, xii; reading aloud

in, 154
Bible, the: annotated version of,

165–166; conflict in, associated
with blessing, 191; Jewish text in-
cluding books in, 155. See also spe-
cific books of the Bible

Big Ten games, watching, 138
Big-picture questions: playing with,

146; reading about, 168
Biology, 68, 115
Birth experience. See Childbirth, sig-

nificance of
Bless, meaning of, 177
“Blessed Sacrament,” 177
Blessing: getting better at, 198; hymn

of, and letting go, 197–198; mo-
ments of, 180; practice of,
176–177, 188–192; steps toward,
177–178

Body, the, honoring, 32
Book of Bible Stories (DePaola),

158–159
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Book, the, people of, 154–155. See also
Bible, the; Torah, the

Book-inspired movies, 151, 160
Books: banned and burned, 165; as

gifts, 157, 158, 159, 171; sales of,
151; staying power of, 161. See also
Reading

Borgmann, A., 132, 136
Boundaries and bondage, difference

between, 89
Boyer, E., 10, 97–98
Brain development, 67, 68
Breath prayer, 19
Brethren of the Common Life, 34
Bricoleur, becoming a, 109
Brown, M. W., 167
Browning, E. B., 97
Buechner, F., 33
Burning books, 165
Burning bush story, 39, 40, 42
Burton, V. L., 171
Bushnell, H., 62, 82, 83
Busyness, problem with, 44
Butter Battle Book, The (Seuss), 162

C
Cahill, L., 117
Cain and Abel story, 162
Calvin, J., 28
Calvin Klein ads, 65
Campbell, A., 27
Captain Underpants (Pilkey), 159
Card games, 134, 138
Care, derivative of, 180
Carmelite order, 19
Carruthers, M., 156
Cartoons, 35, 61, 67, 139
Catalfo, P., 108–109
Catechism, 64
Catholic school, 105
Catholicism: attention to Mary in, 46;

and blessing, 177; commitment to,
struggle to sustain, 135; on family
life, 116; influence of, 109; and
male authority, 83; and spirituality
in family life, 23, 24, 25; spiritual-

ity informed by, 34; and tension
between faith and family life,
10–11; and vocation, 33

Cavalletti, S., 145
Celibacy, 3, 10, 11, 29, 30, 153
Cell phones, 132
Centering prayer, 4, 31
Change, 51, 55, 56, 178, 179
Chaos, redeeming, 16–19
Chaos theory, 18
Charity, 80
Charlotte’s Web (White), 169, 170
Child, defined, 68
Child development and growth. See

Developmental theories
Child labor laws, 61
Child rearing, shunning, 2. See also

Parenting
Childbirth, significance of, 43, 53, 56,

112, 113, 180, 193
Childhood: definition of, 68; subordi-

nation of, to adulthood, 69; theol-
ogy of, 69; value of, 69, 70

Childless households, 63
Children: care of one’s own, 112–115;

commitment to care for other, 112,
113; costs of raising, 61; defining,
xiv, xv, 68; exclusion of, 60, 63;
failure to include, in mutuality,
88; and faith, making space for,
70–73; formative impact for, 34;
as gifts, xiii, 75–76, 158, 194; Jesus
blessing the, 189; knowing, 64–65,
66, 67, 74–76; leading worship,
in their own context, 75; love for
one’s own or all, issue of, 111–112;
opportunity for wonder in caring
for, 41–42; and ourselves, making
space for, 77–80; playing, and
working adults, false bifurcation
between, 147; romanticization of,
xii, 60, 64, 65, 147; sentimentaliza-
tion of, 62; socially aware, striving
to raise, 119, 120–121; as tasks, 76;
thinking and questioning by, tak-
ing seriously the, 59, 60; value of,
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62; visibility of, 63, 74–75; wisdom
of, 66–67

Children’s Defense Fund, 164
Children’s place, redefining, 60–64, 122
Christ. See Jesus
Christ and Culture (Niebuhr), 135–136
Christian education, 154
Christian family, idea of, issue with

the, 84
Christian nourishment, 156
Christian Nurture (Bushnell), 82
Christian way of life, 32
Christianity: and blessing, 189; com-

mandment in, 113; and death,
184, 185; defined by adults, xii;
early, 2–3, 5–6, 6–7, 55; and em-
bodied fun, 128; on forgiveness,
186, 187; and the gift of children,
76; heroes and heroines of, 159;
the human condition in, 182; in-
fluence of, 109; mandate of, 85,
110; modern day, 3–4, 7; parasiti-
cal relationship to, 110; periods
of, and views of play, 143; root of,
154; and segregating the sacred
from the ordinary, 179–180; spiri-
tual truth for, seed of, 152; and a
yearning for fairness, 102–103

Christmas carols/hymns, 48, 134
Christmas eve, reading aloud on, 172
Christmas gifts, books as, 157, 158, 159
Christmas letters, 193
Christmas season, the, experiencing, 134
Christmas story, the, 45
Chronos and kairos, 43, 47, 57
Chrysostom, J., 116, 162
Church: domestic, 11, 116; estate of, 34
Church camps, 71, 139
Church fathers, 30, 55
Church participation, active, decline

in, 25
Civil War story, 164
Clapp, R., 117
Coaches, 130
Coakley, S., 52
Coles, R., 66–67, 72–73, 161, 168, 172

College sports, watching, 138
Collins, P. H., xv
Coming-of-age rituals, 148
Commandments, 113–114, 117–118
Commodification, 132–133
Commodified play, 133, 141
Communion, 31, 32, 33, 71, 75,

155–156
Communities, shaping, 32, 173
Community of practice, family as a, xiv
Community relationship, xiv, 125, 154
Company/connection: place of, along-

side solitude, confirming the, 9;
tension between solitude and,
holding the, 12, 13–14

Compassion, learning, through read-
ing, 164

Competitive play, 129, 130, 138
Composting, 36, 119
Computers, spending time on, 131
Confession, 24, 106, 187
Confessions, The (Augustine), 152
Conflict, points of, in the Bible, associ-

ated with blessing, 191
Congo, M. G., 104
Connection. See Company/connection
Conservative right, the, 84
Consumerist reading, 153–154
Contemplatio, 167
Contemplation: order that balances ac-

tion and, 7; quiet, 1, 2
Convention on the Rights of the

Child, 68
Conversation. See Words/conversation
1 Corinthians 11:23, 171
Costs, of raising children, 61
Courage, asking for, 192
Creation: all, goodness of, claims about

the, 40; and blessing, 189–190;
care for, 36; doctrines of, 184;
hope in, 182; hymns of, 149–150;
places of, 140; play as, 142–145,
146; questioning God’s relation
to, 59; of sacred space and time,
147, 148; story of, 17–18. See also
Re-creation
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Creative play, 134, 139, 140. See also
Imagination

Csikszentmihalyi, M., 147
Culture, living one’s faith within, chal-

lenge of, answers to, 134–136,
162, 163

D
Daily life: identifying, aspects of, 32;

mysticism of, 70; worship anal-
ogy involving, 32–33. See also
Mundane failure; Mundane
grief

David and Goliath, 159
Death: avoiding thinking about, 44; of

a child, tragic loss in, 179, 181;
dealing with, different ways of,
184–185; facing, 181–182; and let-
ting go, 193; reading about, 145,
146, 164, 167, 168, 169

DePaola, T., 158–159, 167
Dependence, avoiding thinking about

our, 44
Descartes, 50, 51
Desert Fathers, the, 8, 9, 10, 80
Detroit Catholic Worker community,

125
Deuteronomy: 6:2, 118; 6:4–5, 117; 6:7,

118; 6:8–9, 117; 10:12, 117;
10:18–19, 117

Developmental Assets, reading as one
of the, 165

Developmental theories, 56, 62, 68, 123,
143–144, 145

Diaper duty, 21–22, 29
Dickens, C., 172
Dickenson, E., 54
Digesting, 156, 166–170
Discernment, 32, 98, 137, 171, 191
Disciples, the, 27, 155, 156
Discipline, 64
Disclosure, 148
Disney movies, 134
Disposition, of the soul, 41
Distorted faith, 60
Distorted play, 131, 135

Divine hope, dependence on, avoiding
thinking about our, 44

Divine reading, 167
Divorce, 6, 123
Dobson, J., 84
Domestic church, 11, 116
Dorff, E., 118
Dreams, 144
Dreyer, E., 30
Driskill, J., 28
Duff, N., 95
Dying well, 32
Dykstra, C., 32, 35, 36

E
Early eye contact, play of, 142, 143
Eastern Roman Empire, 116
Eating, likening reading to, 156. See

also Digesting; Ingesting; Tasting
Eckhart, M., 15–16
Economic worth, of children, 61
Economics of the household. See

Household economics
Edelman, M. W., 164, 165
Education: access to, 153; Christian,

reading aloud in, 154; religious,
creative role of play in, 145–146

Eldest (Paolini), 173
Eliot, D., 172
Elizabeth, 6
Elkind, D., 146
E-mail, use of, 131, 133
Embedded practices, 32
Embodied spirituality, 28
Embodiment: inherent worth of, 184;

of joy, 141; of love, 123
Empathy, 52
Energy, places to exert, 140
Ephesians, 116
Epiphany, 57
Eragon (Paolini), 172, 173
Erikson, E., 123, 144, 149
Esau, 101, 162, 188, 189, 191
Esther, 159
Eternal, pursuit of the, 55
Eucharist, the, 16, 148, 177, 191
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Evangelicals, modern-day, 128
Everyday life. See Daily life
Evil: associating chaos with, 17; 

reading about, 168. See also
Violence

Evolving process and practice, reading
as, 170–173

Exclusion of children, 60, 63
Existential dilemmas, 168
Exodus: 3, 39; 13:1, 111; 13:9, 117
Experience, connecting with our own,

160
Ezekiel 3:1–3, 156

F
Fackre, G., 17
Failure: and blessing, 188; moving

through, 177, 186; mundane,
182–185, 197

Fairness, issue of, 101–103, 121–122.
See also Justice

Faith: adventure of, 69–70; attending
and pondering as formative of, 57;
attention forming, 51; circle of,
widening the, 10–12, 14; within
culture, living one’s, challenge of,
answers to, 134–136, 162, 163; de-
fined by adults, xii; distortion of,
60; estates of, 34; knowing chil-
dren of, 74–76; life of, aspects de-
picting, 1, 2; making space for
kids and, 69–73; pattern of, 5–6;
play as a practice of, 128, 129, 142;
power of, 68–69; privatization of,
24; reading as a practice of, 152,
154, 159, 162, 173; responsibility
for forming children in, 26; stage
model of, issue with, 69; standing
in judgment of our own and
other’s, 183; as “strenuous,” 14;
sustaining, 32; through spirituality
on the inside, 2–7; through spiri-
tuality on the outside, 8–10; in
time, 55–57; as a way of life, 27.
See also Spirituality

Faith commitment, sustaining, 135

Faith development, stages of, formulat-
ing, 68–69. See also Formation

Fallen existence. See Sin
Family: Christian, idea of, issue with

the, 84; as a community of prac-
tice, xiv; defining, xv; as a domes-
tic church, 11, 116

Family bonds, renewing, places for, 140
Family hearth, 25, 26
Family life: focus on, issue of, 115–116;

polarized views on, and formation,
84; as a school of justice, 121–125

Family prayer, 57
Family reading, 170, 173
Family systems theory, reverse psychol-

ogy of, 194
Fantasy: in reading, 159; and reality,

space and time between, 144, 145;
sanctioned place for, children
needing, 162. See also Imagination

Fasting, 30, 31
Father role: and domestic work, 29–30;

separating the, issue with, 11
Fears: confession of, 106; space free

from, play providing a, 144
Feminism, 46, 49, 53, 74, 80, 122
Finitude, reality of, 44, 184, 197
Fishburn, J., 84
Flow, experience of, 147, 148, 166
Focal practice: benefits of, 136–137;

reading as, 161; reclaiming play
as, 137–142

Ford, D., 189–190, 191
Forgiveness, 32, 178, 186, 187, 189
Formation: important aspect of, xiii;

Jesus on his own, 113; meaning
of, 35; polarized views on, 84;
practices of, 51, 56, 57, 152, 156,
161–166; responsibility for, 26;
through parenting, 34–35, 56

Fosdick, H. E., 5
Fought-for blessing, 188, 189
Found-object art, 54–55
Francis, St., 159
Freedom: playing with, 146; quality of,

play affording a, 147, 150
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Freud, S., 60, 115, 143–144
Frodo and Gollum (characters), 160
Frog and Toad Together (Lobel), 169
Funny Times, The, 139

G
Gadamer, H., 148
Gaillardetz, R., 131–132, 136, 137
Gameboy. See Video games
Gandhi, M., 111
Gardening, 36
Gauguin, P., 72
Gaventa, B. R., 181
Gays and lesbians, 105, 119
Geisel, T., 159. See also Seuss, Dr.
Gender lines, separation along, in reli-

gious/spiritual practice, 10, 11
Gender roles: based on hierarchy and

inequity, 11; in family life, and
doing justice, 121; historical, 94;
reality of, 182; traditional, benefits
of, 87; and vocation, 95. See also
Parental role expectations

Generations, differences in parenting
between, 79–80

Genesis, 17–18; 1:2, 18; 1:22, 189; 1:28,
189; 2:3, 189; 2:7, 157; 5:2, 189;
17:1–27, 189; 18:18, 189; 27, 102;
27:29b, 189; 32:26b, 188; 32:30,
188; 33:10b, 189

Gifts: books as, 157, 158, 159, 171; chil-
dren as, xiii, 75–76, 158, 194

Gilead (Robinson), 75, 76, 190, 191
Giving Tree, The (Silverstein), 81
God: blessing of, 189; hearing and see-

ing, 66; images of, shaping our,
143; invoking, 67; obedience to,
stories of, 162; picture of, in the
hymns of creation, 149–150; prac-
ticing the presence of, 19, 20; and
Satan, wager between, 190; un-
derstanding of, changing our,
18–19; walking humbly with, 110,
111, 118, 125. See also Word, the

Godly play, 145–146
Golden Rule Christians, 28

Good and bad, cosmic struggle be-
tween, simulating, 89, 145

Good Night Moon (Brown), 9
Good night ritual, 192
Grace, 140, 147, 182, 185–188, 189, 192
Graduating seniors, blessing, example

of, 196–197
Graves Family, The (Polacco), 163–164
Greek philosophers, influence of, 55
Greeks, the: on child rearing, 2–3; oth-

erworldly leanings of, 7
Greeting, proper, 191–192
Gregory of Nyssa, 3
Grief: anticipatory, 179, 197; and bless-

ing, 188; of daily living, 176, 177,
178–182, 197; in death, 184, 185

Griffiths, P., 153
Growth and development. See Devel-

opmental theories
Gudorf, C., 123, 195
Guilt: failure and, 183, 184, 186; un-

warranted, 186–187
Guns, fake, playing with, issue of,

127–128, 134

H
Habit, 28
“Halo” battle strategy game, 140, 141
Handelman, S., 155
Harrison, B. H., 86
Harry Potter series, 151, 173
Hart, T., 67
Harvard Divinity School, 10
Healing, 32
Health and illness, 144
Hearing, 65–67
Hearth, the, 25, 26
Hebblethwaite, M., 182–183
Hebblethwaite, P., 183
Hebrew worldview, 40. See also

Judaism
Heterosexism, facing, 105
Hierarchy: gender, 10, 11; transitional,

88, 89
Higonnet, A., 64, 65, 180
Hinduism, 11
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Hippo, bishop of, 152
His Dark Materials (Pullman), 172
Historical amnesia, Protestant, 23–26
Hobbit, The (Tolkein), 157
Hochschild, A. R., 44
Hoge, D., 25
Home: doing justice at, 121–125; as

mission field, 117; to world, doing
justice from, 118–121

Hope: and anxiety, 15; in creation and
redemption, 182; divine, depen-
dence on, avoiding thinking
about, 44; falling short of, 186;
reading allowing for, 160; words
falling short of our, 75

Hope-filled practice, 177, 192, 194
Hopelessness, 179
Horton Hears a Who! (Seuss), 163
Hosea, 110
Household economics: children con-

tributing and participating in,
61, 74, 123–124; underestimating
children’s role in, 122; as a way of
life, 32

Household income, 63
Huizinga, J., 143, 148
Human condition, describing the, 182
“Hurried” child, the, 146–147

I
I Can Read with My Eyes Shut (Seuss),

165
I Had Trouble in Getting to Solla Sollew

(Seuss), 163
Ignatian convictions, 70
Ignatian spirituality, growing interest

in, 7
Ignatius of Loyola, 7, 10
Illiteracy, 153, 154
Illness and health, 144
Imagination: in attending, 51; lack of,

119; in play, 130, 141, 144–145,
146; in reading, 160, 162, 163,
164; sanctioned place for, chil-
dren needing, 162

Imaginative truth, 160

“In Blackwater Woods” (Oliver),
195–197

Income, household, 63
Industrialization, 61, 63
Ingesting, 156, 161–166
Injustice: heightened awareness of, 106;

pattern of, 101; in the world at
large, 102

Innocence, 63, 64, 65, 69
Inside creative play, 134, 139, 140
Instruments, playing, 128, 129–130, 139
Internet, the, time spent on, 131
Interruptions, issue of, 98–100
Inviting play, 149
Iraq, 48
Irish culture, 163
Irresponsibility, legitimate, 144, 161
Isaac, 101, 111, 188, 189, 191
Isaiah, 110, 150; 11:8, 150
Israel, the people of: blessing to, 189;

leader of, 39

J
Jacob, 101, 162, 188–189, 191
James, W., 14, 73
Jeremiah: 5:14, 153; 23:29, 153
Jerome, 2, 3
Jerusalem, 46, 180
Jesuits, the, 7, 70
Jesus: on anxiety, 14, 15; ascension of,

180; baptism of, 189; birth of, 45,
46, 48; blessing by, 189, 197; books
about, 159; as a child getting lost
in Jerusalem, 46, 180–181; on the
commandments, 113–114; confes-
sion of, 24; and culture, issue of,
135–136; on death and grief, 185,
197; discipleship to, demands of,
ability to fully realize the, 97; as the
embodiment of love, 123; on family
life, 6, 116; growth of, 56; last sup-
per of, 155, 156; a life of commit-
ment to, reading about a, 152, 153;
and Martha, 14, 15, 16; parable by,
196; prediction of, 7; raising, Mary’s
other tasks in addition to, 48; sum-
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ming up the major notes of, 110;
truth of, and systems of theology,
27; welcoming children, 150

Jews/Jewish tradition. See Judaism
Job 1:21, 190
John: 1:1, 9, 153; 1:14a, 40; 11:35, 185
Johnson, B., 25
Johnson, E., 10, 46, 48
Jones, S., 165
Joseph, 181
Joy: and attention, 54; capacity for, as-

pect that destroys, 44; of children,
matching the, 21; embodiment of,
141; glimpsing, hope of, 140; po-
tential for, 56–57; reading as plea-
sure and, 157–161

Judaism: and blessing, 189, 190; convey-
ing the traditions of, amid the
Christmas season, 134–135; on for-
giveness, 187; formation of, 113;
and the gift of children, 76; on the
goodness of all creation, 40; heroes
and heroines of, 159; influence of,
109; and interruption, 99; mandate
of, 85, 110, 113–114, 117–118; par-
asitical relationship to, 110; and
people of the Book, 154–155; prac-
tice rejected out of hostility to, 27;
and spirituality in family life, 23;
and tension between faith and
family life, 11; and a yearning for
fairness, 102–103

Judgment, 183, 184
Jung, C., 5
Just love, 122, 123, 124, 125
Just Plain Fancy (Polacco), 163–164
Justice: consuming spirituality while

leaving, 108–110; covenant of
peace and, readers entering a kind
of, example of, 164; doing, 110,
111, 118, 118–121, 121–125; nego-
tiating, 103–108; spiritual man-
date for, 110–111; spirituality in
family life ignoring, 103. See also
Fairness, issue of

Justin, J., 34

K
Kairos and chronos, 43, 47, 57
Keating, T., 4
Keller, C., 18
Kids, defining, xv, 68. See also Adoles-

cence; Children
Kierkegaard, S., 15
“Kindergarten Days” poem, 175–176
Kindness, loving, 110, 111, 118, 125
King, M. L., Jr., 111
King, S., 169, 172
King Theoden (character), 179
Kingsolver, B., 89, 96, 100
Kleingeld, P., 122
Knowing children, 64–65, 66, 67,

74–76
Knowledge: activity in the presence of,

71; traditional view defining, 50
Kozol, J., 66

L
Lactation, 49
Lamott, A., 182, 187
Language: learning, 144, 191–192;

power of, grasping the, 8. See also
Words/conversation

Laser tag, playing, 127, 133, 145
Laundry, doing, 21–22
Laundry, Liturgy, and “Women’s Work”

(Norris), 22
Lawrence, 19, 20
Laying-on of hands, 189, 191
Lazareth, W. H., 115
Lazarre, J., 91
Lazarus, 185, 198
Le Guin, U., 97, 100
Learning: a language, 144, 191–192;

play as, 142–143, 144; reading as,
164–165

LeClercq, J., 156
Lectio divina, steps of, 167
Lectio, meaning of, 156
Legitimate irresponsibility, 144, 161
Lego sets, 134
Less-privileged class, the, 62. See also

Poor, the
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Letting go: getting better at, 197; hymn
of blessing and, 197–198; moments
of, 180, 192; practice of, 175–176,
193–196; steps toward, 178

Leviathan, 150
Levi-Strauss, C., 109
Lewis, C. S., 1
Library, the, pilgrimage to, 170–171
Life and death, cosmic struggle be-

tween, simulating, 145
Life beginning with play, 142
Life-cycle stages, 123, 144
Life’s limits, recognizing, 178
Life’s meaning, playing with, 146
Liminality, 99, 148–149
Limits: avoiding thinking about, 44;

reaching our, 188; recognizing,
178; surrendering before our, 184

Limits, time, setting, need for, 132
Lincoln, A., 164
Listening, importance of, 155
Little House in the Big Woods (Wilder

and Williams), 173
Liturgy, 143, 148, 160
Living word, 154, 155
Lobel, A., 169
Locke, J., 64
Lorax, The (Seuss), 162, 163
Lord of the Rings (Tolkein), 159,

171–172, 173, 179
Lorde, A., 105–106
Lord’s prayer, the, 187, 189
Lord’s Supper, the, 156, 191. See also

Communion
Loss: ache of, 175, 176; chronic sense of,

178–179; in death, 184; moving
through, 177, 191, 197; tragic, 179,
181. See also Mundane grief

Love: anew, 198; and anxiety, 15; at-
tentive, 49–54; and blessing, 190;
embodiment of, 123; failure in,
moving through, 177; just, 122,
123, 124, 125; and knowing chil-
dren, 74; and letting go, 195; mod-
eling, 113; for one’s children or
all children, issue of, 111–112;

of one’s neighbors, 113–114,
117–118, 166; sacrificial, issue
of, 82, 83, 85–86, 123; work and,
common arrangements of, and
doing justice, 121

Love-filled practice, 177
Loving kindness, 110, 111, 118, 125
Lower class, the, 62. See also Poor, the
Luidens, D., 25
Luke, 47; 2:1–20, 46; 2:40, 56; 2:41–51,

56; 2:41–52, 180; 2:51, 56; 2:51b,
46; 2:52, 56; 3:22, 189; 6:17, 189;
6:20–23, 189; 6:21b, 185; 8:19–21,
6; 9:60, 111; 10:25–28, 114;
10:38–42, 14; 10:40a, 14; 10:41, 14;
11:2b, 189; 12:22, 14; 12:52–53, 7;
15, 197; 15:11–32, 102; 18:15, 189

Lundholm, G., 16
Luther, M., 16, 25, 28–31, 33, 34, 41, 95,

96, 114–115, 116, 181
Lutherans, 40

M
Maclean, N., 27
Magbo head piece, 72
Magdalena, loss of, 181
Major-league sports, watching, 138
Male authority, 83, 84, 89
Male-only priesthood, 10
Mark: 1:11, 189; 3:31–35, 6; 10:13, 189;

10:16, 189; 12:28–34, 114
Marriage, 6, 34, 122, 191
Martha, redeeming, 14–16
Martin, S., 1
Mary, 6, 14, 16, 45–46, 47–48, 49, 51–52,

56, 159, 181
Mass media, 128, 133. See also Book-in-

spired movies; Television
Mass, the, 156. See also Communion
Masturbation, 143–144
Material things, salvation of, 55
Material value, of children, 62
Materialism, addressing, in daily life,

120
Maternal sacrifice. See Sacrificial love,

issue of
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Matthew: 3:17, 189; 5:3–12, 189; 6:9b,
189; 6:34, 14; 8:22, 111; 10:21, 7;
10:35–36, 7; 11:4a, 187; 13:55, 6;
18:3, 150; 19:13, 189; 19:15, 189;
22:34–40, 114; 25:31–46, 114;
26:26–29, 156

Matthews, G., 59, 66, 69, 70–71, 169
McGinnis, J., 107–108, 119, 120
McGinnis, K., 107–108, 119, 120
Meaning of life, playing with the, 146
Meaning of Prayer, The (Fosdick), 5
Means for the end, mistaking the, 

185
Measured time, 43
Media. See Mass media
Meditatio, 156, 167
Meditation, 4, 8, 156
Memory, recovering, 26–28
Mennonites, 84
Menopause, 188
Merton, T., xii, 4–5, 17
Methodism, 25, 143
Mezuzah, 117, 118
Micah, 110, 111; 6:8, 110
Middle Ages, the, 33–34, 62, 156
Middle class, the, 48, 62, 116, 128
Midlife, 179, 188
Midrash, 40, 155
Mike Mulligan and His Steam Shovel

(Burton), 171
Miles, M., 153, 156
Miller, V., 132–133
Minorities, and decisions of where to

live, 105–106
Miracles of Jesus, The (DePaola), 159
Mission, 117–118
Modeling forgiveness, 187
Moderation, 137
Modernity, 24–25
Monastic life, 2, 4, 10, 23, 116
Montessori methods, 145
Montgomery-Fate, T., 43
Moral development: role of story on,

161–162; root of, 121–122
Moral education, 68
Moral imagination, 163

Moral lessons, reading providing,
162–164

Moses, 39, 40, 42, 189
Mourning. See Grief
Movies, book-inspired, 151, 160
Moving, issue of, 103, 104–106
Mozart, listening to, and hearing God,

65–66
Mrs. Ramsey (character), 180, 182
Multiple vocations, issue of, 43–44, 48,

93–98
Mundane failure, 182–185, 197
Mundane grief, 177, 178–182, 197
Mundane moments, 191
Mundane, word substitutes for, 179
Murdoch, I., 50
Muse, having a, 100. See also Pondering
Mutual apology, 187
Mutual forgiveness, 188
Mutuality: of blessing, 190; dance of,

85–88; of functioning, 123; identi-
fying and modeling, 74; lopsided,
88–90; phrase similar to, 122; radi-
cal, 86, 88, 91; in service of, 92

My Brother’s Dragon, 170
Mystery: of our obligation toward chil-

dren, 76; witnessing, in blessing,
190

N
Nana Upstairs, Nana Downstairs 

(DePaola), 167
Narcissism, 115
Nathanael, loss of, 181
Nazareth, 46, 180
Necessity, reading as a, 173
Negotiation, in doing justice, 120
Neighbors, loving one’s: capacity for,

166; commandment on, 113–114,
117–118

Netherlands, the, Brethren of the
Common Life in, 34

New Age spirituality, 110
New Oxford Annotated Bible, 110
New York Times Magazine, 22
Niebuhr, R., 86, 135
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Nigerian head piece, 72
Ninja Turtles book, 159
Nintendo. See Video games
Noah, 159
Norris, K., 22, 23, 180
Nothingness, possibility of, questioning

the, 59
Nouwen, H., 8, 10, 19, 80
Nuclear family, xv
Numbers 6:22–27, 189
Nygren, A., 86

O
Obedience to God, stories of, 162
Obligation, toward children, mystery

of our, 76
Oh, the Thinks You Can Think (Seuss),

165
Okin, S. M., 121–122
Olcott family, the, 138
Oliphant, M., 97
Oliver, M., 195
“On Eagle’s Wings,” 198–199
One Fish, Two Fish, Red Fish, Blue Fish

(Seuss), 165
Openness, 69, 72
Oral tradition, 154
Oratio, 167
Order, precondition for, 18
Ordinary awe, 40–41, 42
Ordination, 191
Organized sports, 128, 129–130, 131,

133, 134, 135, 141
Original sin, 64, 70
Other Wise Man, The (van Dyke), 172
Ourselves: as the giving tree, 80–85;

making space for children and,
issue of, 77–80

Outside creative play, 134, 138–139, 140
Overindulgence, 116

P
Parable of the Judgment, 114
Parable of the Prodigal Son, 102
Parables of Jesus, The (DePaola), 159
Paradox, 82, 180, 195, 198

Parent, defining, xv
Parental relationships, 121
Parental role expectations: constant

diminishment of, 195; escalation
in, 62; gender-based, 53, 83–84,
87; and generational differences,
79–80; and new models of love, 85

Parenthood, 1–2
Parenting: ambivalence and paradox

of, 180; as the ascetic opportunity,
30; extensive attention to, history
of, 23–24; as faith-filled, desire to
rehabilitate, 26; as formative, xiii,
34–35, 56; found-object art of, 55;
intricacies of, celebrating, 21–23;
life of, aspects depicting, 1–2, 5;
most arduous task of, 89; recent
guidance received on spirituality
and, 3–4; as religious practice, xiii,
31–33, 180; standing in judgment
of our own and other’s, 183; as
transformative, xiii; view of early
Christianity on, 2–3; as vocation,
33–34

Parenting for Peace and Justice (McGin-
nis and McGinnis), 107–108

Parents: as a bridge, 118; formative im-
pact for, 34, 35, 56; honoring one’s,
commandment on, 118

Passover, 180
Pat the Bunny (Kunhardt), 158
Paterson, K., xii
Patriarchy, 83, 84, 89
Patrick, St., 159
Patterns of play, 133–134, 136
Paul, 6–7, 171, 184
Paulsell, S., 173
Peace greeting, 192
Peace, issue of, 16–17, 18
Personal goals, fulfillment of, 82, 85
Peter Pan, 69
Peter Rabbit series, 157
Pets, 77–78
Philo, 118
Philosophical thought, reading solicit-

ing, 169
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Philosophy, 59, 68, 69, 70–71
Pink and Say (Polacco), 163, 164
“Pinkus Aylee” saying, 164
Pitch-in family, the, 124
Placher, W., 34
Play: battle over, 128–134; complexity of,

example of, 127–128; condemna-
tion of, 128; as creation, 142–145,
146; criteria of, 141; difficulty
defining, 140–141; Godly, as an
example, 145–146; likening story
to, 160; reclaiming, as focal prac-
tice, 137–142; transforming, from
within, 134–137; and work, false
bifurcation between, 147

Play Station. See Video games
Play therapy, 144, 149
Playgrounds, 140
Playmobil sets, 134
Pleasure, reading as joy and, 157–161
Pleck, E., 83
Polacco, P., 163–164
Ponder, definitions of, 48
Pondering: casualties and the occasion

for, 98; and faith in time, 55–57;
found-object art of, 55; practice
of, 41, 45–49, 166; space for, 71;
and theological books, 166

Poor, the: and access to education, 153;
caring for, 114; facing, 182; history
of, attention to, 119

Pop-up books, 158
Potter, B., 157
Poverty, 119, 153
Power: of language, 8; redefining, 106;

transfer of, for family welfare,
124; of wealth, distracted by the
diversions and, 153; of words, 8–9,
153, 155

Practicing Our Faith (Bass), 32
Prayer: act of, importance of, 32; ad-

dressing, in daily life, 120; bed-
time, 57, 192; Benedictine practice
of, 167; centering, 4, 31; class on,
as out of touch with parenting life,
example of, 5; during communion

service, 71; comparing attending
to, 51; and controlling children,
64; differences in Protestant and
Catholic, 24; exemplary models of,
19; faith “practice” limited to, 24,
57; family, 57; focus on, xii; gather-
ing for, 25; as a means to love God,
8; order that balances work and, 7;
private, words supplementing and
enriching, 153; as religious prac-
tice, 31; in solitude, image of, issue
with, 10; supporting forgiveness,
187; unceasing, 19, 20

Praying, for children and parents, 4
Preindustrial era, 61
Presbyterians, 23, 25, 27
Presumptions, about religion and chil-

dren, reconsidering, 73
Pre-Vatican II, 25
Private and public spheres, separation

of, impact of, 122
Private prayer, words supplementing

and enriching, 153
Private school, attending, issue of, 

105
Privileges: adult, 92; of being able to

decide where to live, 104; negotia-
tions over, 102; transitional, 90

Proactivity, 137
Procreation, 2, 6
Prodigal son, parable of the, 197
Protestant Reformation, 27, 29, 34,

46, 47
Protestant Spiritual Exercises (Driskill),

28
Protestantism, 17, 23–26, 28, 45–46,

47, 82, 83
Proverbs 8:30–31, 150
Psalms, 19, 149–150, 152; 33:3, 150; 91,

199; 104:26, 150; 119:103, 156
Psychoanalytic method, 73
Psychological value, of children, 62
Psychology, 23, 56, 68, 82, 115, 123,

143–144, 194
Public and private spheres, separation

of, impact of, 122
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Public library system, 171
Public schools, allegiance to, 105
Public vocation, needing, 97
Pullman, P., 172
Punishment, 64, 184
Puritans, 24, 27, 83, 128

R
Racism: addressing, in daily life, 120;

facing, 105; history of, attention
to, 119; reading about, 164

Radical mutuality, 86, 88, 91
Rahner, K., 24, 69, 70
Raising Spiritual Children in a Material

World (Catalfo), 108–109
Reading: consumerist, 153–154; as

evolving process and practice,
170–173; factors disrupting the
practice of, 151, 153; as a focal
practice, 161; as formative, 152,
156, 161–166; importance of, 152;
likening eating to, 156; listening
for the Word in, 153; as pleasure
and joy, 157–161; practice of, 154;
reasons for, 167; spending time in-
volved in, 138; as transformative,
166–170. See also Bible reading

Reading aloud, 154, 172. See also Bed-
time reading

Reading culture, nourishing a, 173
Reality: and fantasy, space and time be-

tween, 144, 145; of finitude and
failure, dealing with the, 184; liv-
ing between rhetoric and, 182;
mistaking rhetoric for, 185

Rebekah, 101
Reconciliation, taking steps toward,

186
Re-creation: places of, 140; play as,

146–150
Recycling, 119
Redemption, hope in, 182
Reflective time: finding, 13; reading

as, 154
Reformation movement, 27, 29, 34,

46, 47

Regret, 186
Religion, requirements of, summing up

the major, 110
Religious and spiritual practices: cul-

tivating, 35–37; embedded, 32;
separating, along gender lines,
10, 11; types of, 31. See also specific
practices

Religious education, creative role of
play in, 145–146

Religious institutions, view of, 26
Remorse, 186
Renewal, quality of, play affording a,

147, 148, 149
Repentance, 137
Repetitious ritual, issue of, 133
Reprimand, 64
Rereading books, 173
Resigned acceptance, 184
Responsibility: for forming children in

faith, 26; meaning of, 109; shared,
xv, 11, 87, 91; transfer of, for fam-
ily welfare, 124

Resurrection, 110, 140, 146–150
Revelation, religious, 148, 155
Reverend John Ames (character), 190,

191, 194
Reverse psychology, 194
Rhetoric: mistaking, for reality, 185;

and reality, living between, 182
Rigby, C., 95
Rites of passage, 148
Robinson, M., 190, 194
Rogers, C., 5
Roman Catholic Church, 10–11.

See also Catholicism
Roman Empire, 116
Romans 13:13–14, 152
Romans, the, on child rearing, 2
Romanticization, of children, xii, 60,

64, 65, 147
Roof, W. C., 109
Rosary, the, 25
Rousseau, J., 64
Rubio, J., 97, 124
Rubio, J. H., 116
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Ruddick, S., 49–50, 51, 52, 53
Runaway Bunny, The (Brown), 167
Russian culture, 163

S
Sabbath, the, 27, 32, 35
Sacrifice: salvaging, 90–93; transitional,

88
Sacrificial love, issue of, 82, 83, 85–86,

123
Saints, canonized, married women as,

10. See also names of saints
Salvage, defined, 90
Salvaging sacrifice, 90–93
Salvation: doctrines of, 184; of material

things, 55
Sanctification, concentric circles of, 32
Sanctuary, feeling of, library having a,

171
Sanders, C., 117
Sarah, 189
Sasso, S., 155, 167, 169
Satan, wager between God and, 190
Sayings of the Desert Fathers, 8
Scary movies, 134
Schleiermacher, F., 181
Scholastic Book Club, 172
School bus, child’s first day getting on

the, recollection of our, 175–176
School shootings, 133
School studies, 166
Schools: private vs. public, attending,

issue of, 105; as sources of books,
172

Schoolwork, reading as part of,
153–154

Schor, J., 44
Scripture reading. See Bible reading
Search Institute, the, 164–165
Second Vatican Council, 34
Second-wave feminism, 122
Segregation, 66
Self-forgiveness, 186
Self-help theories, 152
Selfishness, 82
Self-love, 92, 187

Self-reflection, deeper, reading culti-
vating, 154

Self-sacrifice: ideal of, 83, 90; necessity
of, recognizing the, 91; one-sided,
121; unlimited, assumption about,
94. See also Sacrifice; Sacrificial love

Sendak, M., 167
Sentimentalization: of children, 62; of

family life, 83
Separation, attachment and, anxiety

over, 167, 194. See also Letting go
Series of Unfortunate Events, A

(Snicket), 169
Seuss, Dr., 9, 159, 160, 161, 162, 163,

165
Sexism: addressing, in daily life, 120;

facing, 105
Shabbat worship, 154–155
Shadowlands, 1
Shared responsibility: advocating, xv;

hope for, 91; increase in, 11, 87
Shema, 113, 117, 155
Shoes, taking off, 39–40
Sibling rivalry, stories of, 162
Siblings: practicing on, 114; respect

for, 119
Silence: and charity, 80; conversation

alongside, 9; danger of, 9; focus
on, xii; as a means to love God, 8,
9; place for, 9–10; tension between
words and, holding the, 12, 13;
words supplementing and enrich-
ing, 153

Silverstein, S., 80, 81
Simplification, strategies of, issue

with, 45
Sin, 64, 70, 182, 184, 187, 191
Singing, 32
Sinlessness, sources of, 8
Sirach 30:9–10, 143
Slack line, living on a, 12–14
Sleep, issue of, 30–31, 44
Small Catechism (Luther), 25
Snicket, L., 169
Social action, addressing, in daily

life, 120
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Social visibility, greater, knowing chil-
dren deserving, 63, 74–75

Socially aware children, striving to
raise, 119, 120–121

Society, estate of, 34
Solitude: connection alongside, 9;

focus on, xii; image of, issue with,
10; as a means to love God, 8;
place for, 9–10; tension between
words and, holding the, 12, 13–14;
words supplementing and enrich-
ing, 153

Soskice, J. M., 3, 51, 53, 99
Soul, the, disposition of, 41
South African freedom song, 185–186
Space and time: altering, stories having

the capacity of, 160, 164; for chil-
dren and faith, making, 70–73;
for children and ourselves, mak-
ing, 77–80; between reality and
fantasy, 144, 145; sacred, creation
of, 147, 148

Specialization, 87
Spiritual discipline, issue of, 24
Spiritual need, reading out of a, 167,

173
Spiritual practices. See Religious and

spiritual practices
Spiritual truth, 152, 153
Spirituality: consuming, while leaving

justice, 108–110; defined by adults,
xii; embodied, of Protestants, 28;
in family life, 23, 24, 25; in family
life ignoring justice, 103; ideal of,
defined by Merton, 17; Ignatian
and Benedictine, 7; informed by
Catholicism, 34; on the inside,
2–7; New Age, 110; on the out-
side, 8–10; shopping around for,
109. See also Faith

Sports: major-league and college,
watching, 138; playing, 128,
129–130, 131, 133, 134, 135,
138, 141; vacation from, 138

Sports trading cards, 134
Stage theory, 69

Star Wars series, 172
Stigma, practice as a, 185
Stoic rhetoric, 184, 185
Stowe, H. B., 97
Subordination, 69
Suffering: facing, 181–182; relief from,

reading providing, 168
Summer camp, 71, 139
Sunday School, 24, 32, 165
Support, granting, 192
Symbolic meanings, in play, 148

T
Tactile pleasure, in reading, 157,

158, 161
“Tahitian Landscape” (Gauguin), 72
“Take, eat,” 156
“Take, read,” 152, 156
Tasks, children as, 76
Tasting, 156, 157–161
Taves, A., 83
Technology: impact of, 25, 26, 131–133,

136, 137; opting out of using, 135
Teenage years. See Adolescence
Television, 119, 132, 133, 135, 137
Ten Apples Up on Top (Seuss), 165
Ten Commandments, the, 118
Terror: of not knowing where your

child is, 181; safely experiencing,
through reading, 169

Testimony, 32
Thanksgiving play, 138
Theme parks, 138, 140
Theological books, 166
Theology: of childhood, 69; of inter-

ruption, 99; question contem-
plated in, 59; reaction to, 27

“Theology and Forms of Confession
in the Disciples of Christ”
(Williamson), 27

Thirty-Minute Meals, 132
Thompson, M., 65–66, 114, 116
Thought and action, connection be-

tween, 48–49
Three Stooges, The, 139
Thundercake (Polacco), 163
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Thurman, H., 19
Thurston, A., 148, 160, 164
Tillich, P., 15, 184
Time: faith in, 55–57; issue of, 42–45;

passage of, with kids, 193; for re-
flection, 13, 154; relentlessness
to, 184; spent on team sports and
technological play, 131; temporar-
ily suspending, 147. See also Space
and time

Time limits, setting, need for, 132
Time management, idea of, 44–45
Tit-for-tat computations, 91
To the Lighthouse (Woolf), 180
Tolkein, J.R.R., 159, 161. See also spe-

cific works by Tolkein
Tolstoy, L., 172
Torah, the, 117, 155
Toy guns, playing with, issue of,

127–128, 134
Trading cards, 134
Tragic loss, 179, 181
Transcendence, greater, reading offer-

ing, 165
Transformation, xiii, 34, 35, 148, 149,

154, 155, 166–170
Transitional hierarchy, 88, 89
Transitional objects, 144–145
Transitional phase, 148
Transitional privilege, 90
Transitional sacrifice, 88
Trappists, the, 4
Travel sports, 129, 131, 141
Trust-filled practice, 177, 178, 194
Truth, 152; finding, 153; of Jesus,

and systems of theology, 27;
open to, 160

Tuck Everlasting (Babbitt), 169
Turkey bowl, playing, 138
Turner, V., 148
Type-A personality, 82

U
Ukranian culture, 163
Unceasing prayer, 19, 20
Unchangeable, pursuit of the, 55

Uncle Tom’s Cabin (Stowe), 97
Uncontrollable time, 43
United Nations, 68
Upper class, the, and reading, 153
Used cars, reusing, 119

V
Valentine, St., 159
Value of children, 62
van Dyke, H., 172
Vatican II: council of, 34; period

before, 25
Vaughn, B., 179
Victorians, 128, 129
Video games, 131, 132, 133, 134, 135,

137, 141–142
Vietnam, 48
Violence: addressing, in daily life, 120;

associating chaos with, 17; game
and media, impact of, 133; of war-
fare, escalation of, 127

Violent video games, issue of, 131,
133, 141

Viorst, J., 56, 168, 169–170
Visibility of children, 63, 74–75
Vitz, P., 161–162
Vocation: bifurcation of, 94; children

having a, 74; deciding where to
live based on, 107; meanings of,
33–34; of Moses, 39; parenting as,
33–34; place for solitude and si-
lence in, 9–10; primary, lack of a,
43–44, 48

Vocations, multiple, issue of, 43–44, 48,
93–98

Volf, M., 185
von Bora, K., 29
Votive candles, 25

W
Waking and walking routine, redeem-

ing, 19–20
Walking humbly with God, 110, 111,

118, 125
Wangerin, W., 169
Warfare, 127
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Way of the Heart, The (Nouwen), 8
Way to Live (Bass and Richter), 36
Wealth, distracted by the diversions

and power of, 153
Weddings, 148
Weil, S., 50, 51, 53, 54, 115, 116, 166
Wesley, C., 28
Wesley, J., 28, 143
Western world: dramatic changes in

the culture of, outcome of, 60–61;
and major theories of justice, 122;
traditional view of the, 2–3, 5–6,
7, 50, 147, 179–180

Where the Sidewalk Ends (Silverstein),
80

Where the Wild Things Are (Sendak),
167

Whitehead, A. N., 71
Williams, R., 144, 161
Williamson, C., 26–27
Winnicott, D. W., 144, 145, 149
Winter retreat, 71
Wisdom: active, exercise of, 71; of

children, 66–67; location of, 48;
personified, acting in creation,
150

Wolof language, 191–192
Wolterstorff, N., 179, 184
Women’s movement, 79, 122. See also

Feminism
Wonder and awe: attending all along

to, 40–42; capacity for, aspect that
destroys, 44; found, 55; our own
childlike experiences of, attentive
to, 68; and pondering, 47; reading
allowing for, 160; space for, 71;
valuing, 69

Woods, G., 72
Woolf, V., 180, 182
Word, the: conviction about, 24; people

of, 152–154; potentially invoking,
9. See also Bible entries

Wordiness, danger of, 8, 9

Words/conversation: place of, along-
side silence, confirming the, 9;
power of, 8–9, 153, 155; small, and
gestures, of blessing, 176; tension
between silence and, holding the,
12, 13

Work: and love, common arrange-
ments of, and doing justice, 121;
and play, false bifurcation be-
tween, 147

Work hours, longer, trend toward, 44
Works righteousness, 24
World, the: connection between read-

ers and, creating, 154; doing jus-
tice from the home to, 118–121;
at large, injustice in, 102; our view
of, and interaction with, technol-
ogy and play shaping, 136; trans-
forming, 154, 155. See also
Western world

Worry: obsessive, putting aside, 15;
stung by, 47. See also Anxiety

Worship: center of, 177; focus on, xii;
vs. play, 131; reading aloud in,
154; text at the heart of, 154–155

Worship analogy, involving daily life,
32–33

Wright, W., 5, 35, 70
Wuthnow, R., 32
Wylie-Kellermann, B., 105, 106,

112, 125

X
Xbox. See Video games

Y
Yeats, W. B., 94
Yes and no, saying, 32, 35

Z
“Zits” cartoon, xi, 35, 67, 139
Zoloth-Dorfman, L., 99, 103, 193
Zoos, 138
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