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relationships with humans. People become pack members, just as if
they were dogs. Dogs are highly motivated by and dependent on
their leaders or masters, and this makes them very trainable. When
they are disciplined or punished by their masters, they exhibit sub-
missive behavior—just as they would to the leader of the canine
pack.

The Feline Hierarchy

Cats, on the other hand, do not form pack hierarchies, where one
animal is always clearly dominant. Aside from the interplay between
a mother and her kittens, or brief encounters during mating season,
much time is spent avoiding one another. The rituals of scent mark-
ing, described later in this chapter, also help to reduce close contact
between cats. In fact, all members of the wild cat family, with the
exception of lions (who live in social groups known as prides), can
be considered loners. While there has been some research to show
that feral cats willingly form colonies, they are not close-knit groups
the way dog packs are. Domestic cats, therefore, do not respond to
people as if they were pack leaders or members. It is futile to try to
dominate or even train a cat as one would a dog. Rather than assum-
ing a submissive posture in response to discipline, the cat will always
try to escape or fight.

This does not mean, however, that cats are totally asocial.
Although there are no fixed hierarchies of dominant cat, second cat
and so on down the line, cats often form what animal behaviorists
call relative dominance hierarchies that are related to time and
place. For example, during play or play-fighting, veterinarian Bruce
Fogle writes in The Cat’s Mind, kittens may take turns being the
dominant one. Or one cat may be domineering at mealtime, while
another rules over the litter box.

Cats can develop enduring social relationships with other ani-
mals as well as people. Cats who live from kittenhood with other
cats or dogs can become very affectionate and protective toward
these companions, and the longer the animals live together, the
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stronger the relationship becomes. Cats can also mourn the loss of a
feline, a canine or a human companion, and these deep feelings can
affect their litter box habits.

Territory and Aggression

Domestic cats, like feral and wild cats, are territorial creatures. In
the wild, cats establish their territories based on the number of cats
and the amount of food and shelter in a given area. They will defend
their territories, when necessary, to keep other cats from killing their
prey, to protect their young, during the mating season and simply to
keep out intruders.

Domestic cats do not always choose their territories; generally,
the territory is chosen by a cat’s owner instead. Each cat, however,
will have his home base. This is usually a room or a favorite corner
of a room in the house where the cat lives. Around the home base
(the rest of the house, or the house and yard, if the cat is permitted
outdoors) are areas the cat likes to use for napping, playing, sun-
bathing and surveillance. The extent of the home base depends on
the age and temperament of the cat, and especially the sex of the cat
and whether the cat is neutered. Females and neutered cats of both
sexes seem to feel more content within a limited area of their home
or yard, which they will spiritedly protect. The home range of
unneutered males may be many times larger, especially during the
mating season.

If a cat is permitted to roam, beyond his limited outdoor home
base is a range connected by an elaborate network of pathways lead-
ing to more or less regularly visited areas for hunting, courting, con-
tests and fighting and other activities.

In most cases, the boundaries of both outdoor and indoor terri-
tories are firmly established. Within them, a stranger must be pre-
pared to challenge the resident cat; outside the boundaries, the
intruder will be overlooked. Many cats are satisfied to spend their
entire lives indoors, but these territorial imperatives still apply. An
indoor cat will still assert ownership and defend a favorite location,










































