
• Symbols and Numerics •
** (asterisks), 39
4 x 2 rib knitting, 58
four-stitch cable knitting, 62–63
1 x 1 rib knitting, 57
[] (square brackets), 39
six-stitch cable knitting, 63–64
2 x 2 rib knitting, 57–58
three-needle bind-off, 148–149
two-row stripes, 77
two-stitch twist knitting, 61–62

• A •
abbreviations, common, 38–39
Allen, Pam, Knitting For Dummies, 3
alt, 38
animal fiber yarn, 11–12
arrowhead lace, 73–74
as set, 38
** (asterisks), 39

• B •
baby sweater pattern, 141–145
back waist length

defined, 32–33
measuring guidelines, 34

bag pattern, 177–182
bean sprout pillow pattern, 128–129
beanies pattern, 172–175
beg, 38
binding off (BO)

defined, 38
in knit/purl/rib, 222–223
overview, 271

blanket pattern, 131–134, 199–200
blocking

overview, 271–272
types, 272–274

blocking board, 272
BO (binding off)

defined, 38
in knit/purl/rib, 222–223
overview, 271

box stitch
knitting/purling, 53
scarf pattern, 103–106

box top pattern, 116–120
broken rib knitting, 58–59
bust, 32–33
buttonbands, self-facing, 235–236
buttonhole, making, 141–142
buttons, selecting, 241–242

• C •
cable (cab)

cast-on, 136
chain, 65–67
charts, 42
defined, 38
four-stitch, 62–63
horseshoe, 64–65
needles, 16
overview, 60–61
six-stitch, 63–64
two-stitch twist, 61–62
types, 61–67
wave, 65–67

cabled beanie pattern, 174–175
calculator, 18
cardigan pattern, 229–234, 234–242
care

icons, 266
tips, 265–270

care instructions, yarn, 10
cassette tapes, 258
casting off. See binding off (BO)
casting on (CO), 274–275

defined, 38
cat toys, 260
CC, 38
chain cable knitting, 65–67
charts, reading, 40–44
chest, measuring guidelines, 34
chopsticks, 258
circular needles, 15–16
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climbing vine lace, 72–73
cm, 38
cn, 38
CO (casting on), 274–275

defined, 38
coasters

pattern, 124
swatch, 259

coat pattern, 147–156, 156–160
color charts, reading, 43–44
color name, yarn, 10–11
colors, combining, 75–76
cont, 38
Continental cast-on, 274–275
conventions

pattern size, 32–33
used in this book, 2

cowl pattern, 163–168
cozies, 259
Craft Yarn Council of America, 12, 32–33
crew neck

sweater (men’s) pattern, 227–228
T-shirt pattern, 205–207

crochet
chain, 276
hooks, 20

crocheted edging, 275–276
cross back

defined, 32–33
measuring guidelines, 34

• D •
decreasing (dec), 285

defined, 38
in lace patterns, 68–69
left-slanting, 187–188
in rib, 236–237

detail knitting, 91–94
directions, pattern, 45
double decreases, 69–70
double-pointed needles, 16, 38, 168–170
double wrap, 98–99
drape, 29–30
drop shoulder, 215
drying handknits, 268
duplicate stitch, 91–93
dye lot number, 10–11

• E •
ease

defined, 32
factoring, 35
negative, 145

end to end joining, 282
end to side joining, 282–283
EOR, 38
eyelet, 56

• F •
Fair Isle

border, 82–83
patterns, 79–83

false ribs, 56
feather and fan, 71–72
felted messenger bag pattern, 135–141
felted potholders pattern, 121–125
felting, 277
fiber content

categories, 11–12
yarn, 10

finishing tools, 20
flat hat pattern, 106–108
floats

creating, 127
defined, 80

foll, 38
foot length, measuring guidelines, 34
4 x 2 rib knitting, 58
four-stitch cable knitting, 62–63
fringe, making, 112
fully fashioned

defined, 187
kerchief pattern, 187–190

• G •
g, 38
garter stitch

knitting, 49–50
scarf pattern, 97–100
side to side, 281–282

gauge
calculating, 21–22
checking, 28
defined, 21
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drape, 29–30
information on patterns, 45
measurement tool, 18, 28
measuring, 25–27
needle adjustment for, 23–24
practice assessments, 27
yarn, 10

• H •
half linen stitch, 53–54
half-ribbed raglan cardigan pattern, 234–242
halter top pattern, 192–195
handknits

drying, 268
storage, 269

hank, using, 9–10
harlequin blanket pattern, 199–200
hat pattern, 106–108, 175–177
head circumference, measuring guidelines, 34
hips, measuring guidelines, 34
holders, 18–19
hooded coat pattern, 156–160
horseshoe cable, 64–65
hue, 76

• I •
icons

care, 266
used in this book, 5

increasing (inc)
defined, 38
with kfb, 165–166

intarsia, 131

• J •
joining

in the round, 164–165
seams, 279–283

journal cover pattern, 129–131

• K •
k (knit), 38
k tbl (knitting through the back loop), 278

defined, 38
k2tog, 38

kerchief pattern, 183–185, 187–190
kfb

defined, 38
increasing with, 165–166

kite string, 257
knit stitch, 277–278
knitting abbreviations, 38–39
Knitting For Dummies (Allen), 3
knitting supplies. See supplies
knitting through the back loop (k tbl), 278

defined, 38
knitwise, 38, 279

• L •
label, care instructions, 265–266
lace

arrowhead, 73–74
climbing vine, 72–73
feather and fan, 71–72
openwork, 70–71
overview, 70

lace charts, reading, 42–43
lace patterns

common decreases, 68–69
double decreases, 69–70

lacy shawl pattern, 190–192
left-slanting decreasing, 187–188
length, yarn, 11
licorice rope, 258
light blocking, 272–273
linen stitch, 137–138, 285
little boxes mosaic, 89–90
little mosaic, 88–89
live stitches, 18
locking markers, 18
long-tail cast-on, 274–275
longways multiyarn stole pattern, 111–114
loose rib poncho pattern, 115–116
loose rib shrug pattern, 116
loose rib wrap pattern, 114–115
LT, 38

• M •
m, 39
m1, 39, 230–231
make 1 increase (m1), 39, 230–231
markers, 18–19
materials, pattern component, 44
mattress stitch, 279
MC, 39
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meas, 39
measuring

guidelines, 33–34
swatches, 25–27
sweaters, 36
tips, 262
tools, 18

messenger bag pattern, 135–141
miniature mosaic, 90–91
miter, 122
mitered square afghan pattern, 124–125
mm, 39
mosaic bags pattern, 177–182
mosaics

little, 88–89
little boxes, 89–90
miniature, 90–91
overview, 83–84
puzzle piece, 85–86
woven cord, 86–87

muffatees pattern, 171–172
mult, 39

• N •
needle size

overview, 16–17
recommendations, 12–13
yarn label, 10

needles
adjustment for gauge, 23–24
alternatives, 258
categories, 15–16
double-pointed, 168–170
material, 16
tips, 261

negative ease, 145
nested squares baby blanket pattern, 131–134
novelty yarns, 12

• O •
1 x 1 rib knitting, 57
openwork, 70–71
oz, 39

• P •
p, 39
p2tog, 38
packaging, yarn, 9–10

patterns
components, 44–45
Fair Isle, 79–83
reading, 37–45
repeating, 40
selecting, 44–45
simple stranded, 80–81
size information, 31–33

patterns (baby)
nested squares baby blanket, 131–134
one-piece sweater, 141–145
slippers, 108–110

patterns (bag)
felted messenger bag, 135–141
mosaic bag, 177–182

patterns (blanket)
harlequin blanket, 199–200
mitered square afghan, 124–125
nested squares baby blanket, 131–134

patterns (cardigan)
half-ribbed raglan cardigan, 234–242
zipped cardigan, 229–234

patterns (coat)
hooded coat, 156–160
shawl-collared coat, 147–156

patterns (hat)
beanies, 172–175
cabled beanie, 174–175
flat hat, 106–108
garter stitch flat hat, 108
storybook hats, 175–177

patterns (household)
bean sprout pillow, 128–129
coasters, 124
felted potholders, 121–125
striped potholders, 124
throw pillows, 125–129

patterns (kid)
cable sweater, 214–215
short sleeve top, 213–214
top, 207–215

patterns (men’s)
crew neck sweater, 227–228
rollneck pullover, 215–222
slippers, 110
V-neck sweater, 222–227

patterns (miscellaneous)
journal cover, 129–131
ruffled muffatees, 171–172
slippers for baby, 108–110
wrist warmers, 168–170

patterns (scarf)
box stitch scarf, 103–106
fully fashioned kerchief, 187–190
garter stitch scarf, 97–100
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kerchief, 183–185, 187–190
lacy shawl, 190–192
longways multiyarn stole, 111–114
loose rib poncho/shrug/wrap, 114–116
poncho, 186
ribbed scarf, 101–103
ruffled cowl, 163–168
ruffled poncho, 167–168
seafoam stitch scarf, 97–100
shawl, 185–186
short row scarf, 195–198
twins, 105
two-yarns, 105–106

patterns (sweater)
box top, 116–120
crew neck T-shirt, 205–207
halter top, 192–195
kid’s cable sweater, 214–215
kid’s top, 207–215
lacy V-neck top, 247–254
men’s crew neck sweater, 227–228
men’s rollneck pullover, 215–222
men’s V-neck sweater, 222–227
one-piece baby sweater, 141–145
shell, 145–147
short sleeve kid’s top, 213–214
V-neck T-shirt, 201–205
women’s scoop-neck pullover, 242–247

patt(s), 38
pencils, 258
pfb, 38
picking up

neckline stitches, 208–210
stitches, 149–151

pillows pattern, 125–129
plastic bags, 257
pm, 38
poncho pattern, 186
potholders pattern, 121–125
psso, 38
pullover (men’s) pattern, 215–222
pullover (women’s) pattern, 242–247
purl stitch, 283–284
purlwise, 38, 279
put up, 9
puzzle piece mosaic, 85–86

• Q •
quantity, yarn, 13–15
quilt, 260

• R •
raffia, 257
random stripes, 79
reading patterns, 37–45
rem, 38
rep, 38
repairs, with swatches, 260
repeating stripes, 77–78
rev St st (reverse stockinette stitch), 38, 51–52
rib

1 x 1, 57
2 x 2, 57–58
4 x 2, 58
binding off in, 222–223
broken, 58–59
decreasing in, 236–237
overview, 55–56
true/false, 56
two-stitch, 59–60
types, 57–60

ribbed scarf pattern, 101–103
ribbon, 257
ring markers, 18
ripping back stitches, 284–285
rnd(s), 38
rollneck pullover (men’s) pattern, 215–222
row gauge, 21
RS, 38
RT, 38
ruffled cowl pattern, 163–168
ruffled muffatees pattern, 171–172
ruffled poncho pattern, 167–168

• S •
s2kp, 38
safety pins, 18
sc, 38
schematic, 32
scissors, 20
seafoam stitch scarf pattern, 97–100
seed stitch, knitting/purling, 52–53
self-facing buttonbands, 235–236
selvedge stitches, 44
set-in sleeve, 215
setting in sleeves, 215–217
shaping, 183
shaw-collared coat pattern, 147–156
shawl pattern, 185–186, 190–192
shell pattern, 145–147
short row scarf pattern, 195–198
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short rows
defined, 195
working, 195–196

simple stranded pattern, 80–81
six-stitch cable, 63–64
size

determining, 34–36
pattern, 31–33
pattern component, 45

sizing standards, 33
sk2p, 38
skewers, 258
skills, basic knitting, 271–286
skp, 38
sl, 38
sl st, 38
sleeve length to underarm

defined, 32–33
measuring guidelines, 34

slippers, 260
pattern, 108–110

slipping (sl), stitches, 285
small Fair Isle motif, 81–82
soap sacks, 259
split ring markers, 18
[] (square brackets), 39
ssk, 38
St st, 38
st(s), 38
stitch counter tips, 263
stitch gauge, 21
stitch holder, 19

tips, 262
stitch markers, tips, 262
stitches

basic, 49–54
box, 53
color combination, 75–94
detail, 55–74
duplicate, 91–93
garter, 49–50, 281–282
half linen, 53–54
knit, 277–278
linen, 137–138, 285
mattress, 279
picking up, 208–210
picking up horizontally, 149–151
purl, 283–284
reverse stockinette, 51–52
ripping back, 284–285
seed, 52–53
selvedge, 44
slipping, 285
stockinette, 50–51, 279–281

stockinette stitch
knitting/purling, 50–51
side to side, 279–281

storage
handknits, 269
tips, 262

storybook hats pattern, 175–177
straight needles, 15
stripes

overview, 76–77
random, 79
regular repeating, 77–78
two-row, 77

substitution tips, 261–263
supplies

finishing tools, 20
markers and holders, 18–19
measuring tools, 18
needles, 15–17
organizational tools, 19
yarn, 9–15

surface crochet, 93–94
swatches

creating, 24–25
measuring, 25–27
uses for, 259–260

swatching, 24
sweater (men’s) pattern, 222–228
swift, 9
Swiss Darning. See duplicate stitch
symbolcraft

defined, 40
explanations, 41
reading, 40–44

synthetic yarn, 12

• T •
T-shirts, 258
tape measure, 18
tbl, 38
tension, 23
three-needle bind-off, 148–149
throw pillows pattern, 125–129
Tinkertoys, 258
tips

care, 265–270
substitution, 261–263

tog, 39
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tools
finishing, 20
gauge measurement, 28
measuring, 18
organizational, 19

toothpicks, 258
top (kid’s) pattern, 207–215
top (women’s) pattern, 247–254
total length, measuring guidelines, 34
true rib, 56
2 x 2 rib knitting, 57–58
two-row stripes, 77
two-stitch rib knitting, 59–60
two-stitch twist knitting, 61–62

• V •
V-neck T-shirt pattern, 201–205
value, 76
vegetable fiber yarn, 12

• W •
w&t, 39
waist, measuring guidelines, 34
washcloths, 259
washing

knitted pieces by hand, 267
tips, 266–268

wave cable knitting, 65–67
weaving in ends, 286
Web sites, sizing standards, 33
weight

classifications, 12–13
yarn label overview, 11

wet blocking, 273–274
work even, 39
woven cord mosaic, 86–87
wrist warmers pattern, 168–170
WS, 39
wyib, 39, 126
wyif, 39, 126

• X •
x, 39

• Y •
yarn

alternates, 257–258
changing, 177
estimating quantity, 14–15
label components, 10–11, 265–266
packaging, 9–10
saving, 269
selection, 11–13
substituting, 13–14, 134, 186
swatches as emergency, 260
tips, 261, 263

yarn needles, 20
yarn over

defined, 56, 67
making, 67–68
overview, 67

yarn weight, 12
yd(s), 39
yo, 39

• Z •
zipped cardigan pattern, 229–23
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