Contents at a Glance

JOEPOAUCTION ...aaeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeennnaaaeeeennnaseeeennnsseeesnnnsanees ]

Part I: The British Are Coming!............cccueicouecaveneacnecascd

Chapter 1: So Much History, So Little Time ..........cccoctriieiienenenieiineeeeeeeeeeeeee 11
Chapter 2: Sticks and Stone Age Stuff..........ccooveiiieiieiicciciec e 23
Chapter 3: Woad Rage and Chariots: The Iron Age in Britain........c.cccoccevvevvienciennnne. 35
Part 1I: Everyone Else Is Coming! The Invaders .............49
Chapter 4: Ruled Britannia..........cccoeieeeieieiieiesiciicieeeeeetese et seenaas 51
Chapter 5: Saxon, Drugs, and Rock 'n’ Roll...........ccoviiiiiiininiinireeeeeeeeeee 65
Chapter 6: Have Axe, Will Travel: The ViKings........c.ccccceeeviiiiinienieceeceeeeieeee e 81
Chapter 7: 1066 and All That Followed............c.ooouvieiiiiiiciieeeeee e 97

Part I1I: Who's in Charge Around Here?
The Middle Ages..............c.cccuuueeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeennnnnnnnnnnaaae 113

Chapter 8: England Gets an EMPIre ..........cccccvevieiiieiiieiiiciececeeceeeee e 115
Chapter 9: A Right Royal Time: The Medieval Realms of Britain............cccccoccoenee 131
Chapter 10: Plague, Pox, Poll Tax, and Ploughing — and Then You Die.................... 149
Part 1U: Rights or Royals? The Tudors and Stuarts.......163
Chapter 11: Uneasy Lies the Head that Wears the Crown...........cccooveeiiiienenenenenne 165
Chapter 12: A Burning Issue: The Reformation ...........cccceeevivviiienienieniecceeceeeene 183
Chapter 13: Crown Or COMIMOIIS?.........ccciieiiieeiiieeitieenreerieeeteesreesreeeseeessaeessseessaeenens 201
Chapter 14: Old Problems, New [deas ..........ccccceeviirriirrieecierieiieneeseeeeie e 219

Part U: On the Up: The Eighteenth
and Nineteenth Centuries...........cccceeeeeeeeececaaaaaaaaaneea23 1

Chapter 15: Let’s Make @ COUNIY ....cccoceeuieieieieienieeeeeeeeeeetesie st seesseeaessessessessenns 233
Chapter 16: Survival of the Richest: The Industrial Revolution............ccccecueeurennenne 253
Chapter 17: Children of the ReVOIUtions ...........ccceviviririeiiinieieeeeceeeee e 267
Chapter 18: Putting on My Top Hat: The Victorians ...........ccccoccvveeieecieeccnicieeiees 285

Chapter 19: The Sun Never Sets — but It Don’t Shine Either ..........ccccoccovviniennncn. 301



Part Ul: Don’t Look Down: The Twentieth Century........319

Chapter 20: The Great War: The End of Innocence — and Everything Else?............ 321
Chapter 21: Radio TiMES .......cceecveereriiriiieeieieeetesest et ee st stesresre e esseaessessesressenns 335
Chapter 22: TV TIIMNES .....c.cocieiiieiieieeiecieeteee ettt steesteetesaesaessaesseessessseesesssasssanseens 351
Chapter 23: Interesting TimeES.......ccccecviiiiiiereeeeeecteee et ae e saeeas 365
Part UIL: The Part of Tens .........cccceeeeeeeiceeccreeseccaeeeneen 38 1
Chapter 24: Ten Top Turning Points ..........cceceeviiiiiiniinnieniieniinicsecrcceeeeeee e 383
Chapter 25: Ten Major DOCUMENLS..........ccccceeverierieniieieeieeetetesieseee e ee s sae e svens 387
Chapter 26: Ten Things the British Have Given the World

(Whether the World Wanted Them or NOt) ........cccceevvievieeiiiniinieneeceeeeieeieceeeeene 391
Chapter 27: Ten Great British Places to Visit........ccccocerieiiiieninininieeeeeeee 395
Chapter 28: Ten Britons Who Should Be Better Known..........cccccoeeciiecinicveeniennns 399

JRACK «eeeeeeeaaaaaaeaeaaeaaaaaaneaeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeesenennnnnnnananneec 305



Table of Contents

JHEPOAUCEION ....aaeeeeeaeeeeeeneeeeeeeennnaeeeeeennnsseeeennnsseeeennnasnees ]

ADbOout This BOOK.......cooiiiiiiiiiieiiiecettettee ettt 1
Conventions Used in This BOOK .........cccccoviriniiieniiniieeeeeeeeeeeee 2
FOOlisSh ASSUMPTIONS ......cocvieiieiiiiecieeeeceet ettt aeeaeenae s 3
How This Book Is Organised..........cccceecveveenieneenieeiienieeieseeseesieesiee e ene e 3
Part I: The British Are Coming!.........ccccoovieviivinninninienciceeeeeeee, 3
Part II: Everyone Else Is Coming! The Invaders..........cccccceeeeenennenns 4
Part I[Il: Who’s in Charge Around Here? The Middle Ages................. 4
Part IV: Rights or Royals? The Tudors and Stuarts.............cccueenuenee. 4
Part V: On the Up: The Eighteenth and Nineteenth Centuries ......... 5
Part VI: Don’t Look Down: The Twentieth Century.........c.ccceuveuenee. 5
Part VII: The Part of TEenS .......ccccecvvvievienieniiieiecieciesteseeseeeeeee e 6
Icons Used in This BOOK.......ccociriiriiiniiniiicecieetesieetetet e 6
Where to GO from Here.........ocooiiiiiiiiniiiiieeeeeetetee e 7

Part I: The British Are Coming! ............cccccueeeecneecacneeiecd

Chapter 1: So Much History, So Little Time ...................... "
A Historical Tin of Beans — But Not Quite 57 Varieties.........c.ccccocvvveuneene.e. 12
ENGIand .....cocuiiiiiiiiieicteeeeceete ettt 13
SCOLIANA ...t 13
WALES ...ttt ettt et e b e e et eeaeeenaeann 13
IPEIANA ...ttt ettt ae e 14

And all those little iSlands........ccccceevierienieniinieecece e 14

How the UK Was BOTIM........c.ccooiniiiiieiieieieieeeseeeeeee ettt 15
England: Head HONChO .......cooovieiieieieieeeeeeeeee e 15

The conquest of Scotland............cccccuveeiiiiiiinciie e, 16

The conquest Of Wales.........cccoceeiiriiniiniiiinieeeececeeeeeeeeee 17

The conquest of Ireland...........ccccceeieeienieiieiiiciececeeeeeee e 17
You’re Not From Round ‘Ere — But Then Again, Neither Am1I.................. 18
Any such thing as a native Briton?...........cccccovvvvivvinvinvinienceeeen. 18
IMMIGTANTS ..eoiiiiiiiieteeeteee ettt 19
Whose History IS It ANYWaY? ......cccvieiiiieiieieeeieeie ettt eve e 20
Kings and QUEENS ........ccoovuiiiieriiniiniiieceeeee et 20
What about the WOTKEIS? ........cccoeciiriieieeieeeeeeeiecie e 21

A GlODAl STOTY ...viiiiiiiieeeeeee e e 22



X'ii British History For Dummies, 2nd Edition

Chapter 2: Sticks and Stone Age Stuff ........................... 23
What a Load of Rubbish! What Archaeologists Find ...........cccccvevevcuennnn. 24
Going through the trash ........cccoovveviiiiniiiieeee 24
Examining the tools........ccocivvieiiiiriiiiiiniiiecececetccceeee e 24
Looking at tribal societies of today..........ccceevveeviieciiicieeieeeieee, 25
Uncovering prehistoric man.........coccooeeierierienienicnieneeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 25
It’s life, Jim, but not as we KNOw it .......ccccevvvveiiiiiiiiiiceeeeeceeeeeee, 25

WHhY the rUCKUS? ......oooviiiieeeececeeeceee et 26

The StONE AGE......ooiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeetee ettt sttt sae s saae e 26
Hey, hey — we'’re the monkeys! The Neanderthals ...........cc.ccc.... 27

Meet YOUT ANCESLOIS ....ccvvieeeiieciieeiieeee et re e e eeesaeeeeeeenes 28
Plough the Fields, Don’t Scatter: The Neolithic Revolution...................... 30
Rolling Stones: A National Institution..........cccceeeveevierviencieneecicceeeeeeeee 31
Giving It Some Heavy Metal: The Bronze Age.........ccccooevvveviirviencreneennnenne. 32
And the bronze goes to . . ....cccocveviircieriienieeecccece e 33
Beakermania.........coccecveieienineniniieecee e 33
Chapter 3: Woad Rage and Chariots: The Iron Age in Britain ....... 35
The Iron Age: What It Was and How We Know What We Know................ 35
Written accounts from others ..........cocooceeviiiiniiniiniiniecccee, 36
Look what I found down the bog: Bodies..........ccccceeeveninenencecnnen. 38
Figuring Out Who These People Were..........ccccocveieeiineeneenieccieeieeieceee 38
Looking for PAtErNS .......ccccevuieiieiiiieeieeeeeteeeee et 38

Celts in Britain? Maybe, maybe not ..........cccoccevvvevcienieninnecneeieneenne 39

Life in Iron Age Britain........ccccociviieriiniienieiicieciceeseeee e 41
Warring tribes ........occvveeiiiecieeee e 41
Trading PlacCes .....ccccoeeeviriirniiiertetetete ettt 41

A tOUCh Of ClASS ..ot 43
Bring me my chariot, and fire! ..........c.ccooceeveriiniiniinineeeeees 44

Hit the Woad, JACK ....ccooiiiieeeieeeeeeeeeeeee ettt e e 44

This Is NOT a Hoax: The Belgians Are Coming!..........cccccecevvrvrcvrenvenennn. 45
More Blood, Vicar? Religion in the Iron Age..........c.ccccovveeieevieecciiiciee. 46
YE GOAS! ...ttt 46
HeEad CASES ...ueiiiiiiiieeeee et 47
Sacrificing humans .........cccceeveeverciinieneeee e 48

Part II: Everyone Else Is Coming! The Invaders..............49

Chapter 4: Ruled Britannia ....................ccoiiiiiiiinann, 51
A Far-Away Land of Which We Know Virtually Nothing...........c.cecceueune.e. 51

The Gallic WATS .....c.oouiriiiriiieieeieeee ettt 52

Welcome to England!..........c.ccoooeiuieieieieriiieceeeeeeeeeee s 53

They’re Back — with Elephants! ...........cccccoovviininininieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeen 54
Caratacus fights the Romans ...........ccccovviriiiniiiniiniiiniieeceeieeeee 54



Table of Contents

Roman in the Gloamin’: AGriCOla.........ccecveverierininieieeeeeee e 56
‘And What Have the Romans Ever Given Us in Return?’..............ccecene. 57
SOITY, NO AQUEAUCES ....c.tieiieieeieeie ettt eveeste et e e eesraesaeesaeese e 58
Another brick in the wall...........cccooiiiiiniie e, 58
Urban SPrawl........cceceeieieniiiiieeeeeeiete ettt nees 59
Get your kicks on Route LXVI........cccccvvirinininieieeeseeeeeeeeens 59
All that foreign food ........coceeviiviriiiniinieice e 60
The Roman way of life .........ccccooeiriiiiiiiieeeeee e 61
Saints alive! Christianity arrives!..........ccccooovvviiiiininineeeee, 61
Time to Decline and Fall . . . and GO .......cccevevinenininiiiieiencnecceceee 62
Trouble Up NOTth......cccooiiiiiiiiee e 62
Roman emperors, made in Britain ...........cccecveeviiiciiinieeniieeieee, 63
GOthiC reVIVAL......oiiiiiiiiiietetctceeee ettt 63
Exit Romans, stage left.........ccoooeirviiiiiiniieeeeeeeeen 64
Chapter 5: Saxon, Drugs, and Rock'n'Roll ....................... 65
They’re Coming from All Angles!..........ccovieriirinininieeeeree e 66
Welcome to our Shores!.........cooovieiiiiieiiiineeeeeee e 66
The Overlord of All Britain: Vitalinus the Vortigern ........................ 66
Disunited KingdOmS.........ccceeriiriiriiniinierieeieesieeteeie st esee e see e sae s e 69
Celtic KINGAOMIS .....coviiriiiiiiiiiteiteecieste ettt 69
Sax0on KiNGAOIMS ......ccoiiiiiiiiiieiierierteteee ettt 71
We'’re on a Mission from GOd..........ccoeeeeieierieniinineeeeeeeee e 73
Keeping the faith to themselves: The British Christians................. 73
Sharing the faith: The Celtic Church.........ccccccoevivvenviniiiniiiceeens 74
Enter the Roman Church ... 76
Winds of Change........cocveviiiiiiiiiiiiiertestetetee ettt st 78
The 1ise Of MerCia.......cooerviirvieiiiriiiieteteeeee ettt 78

[ don’t want to worry you, but I saw three ships
come sailing in: The VIKINGS .......cccccveeeieiiiciieiecieceeceeeee e 79
Chapter 6: Have Axe, Will Travel: The Vikings ................... 81
The Fury of the NOrsemen ...........ccocvevieiiieniecieeiecieeeeeeese e 82
A pillaging We Will O ....ccooieiiiiiiiiiieeceeeeeeeeee e 82
Setting up base on the Isle of Man ..........ccccecvvvieriencieniienienecieniene 83
Some Seriously Good Kings .........cccecuerieniiiniienieniienienieneenieeieeeeeesee e 84
Scotland the brave: Kenneth MacAlpin..........ccccceveeveevieecieeeieee. 85
We’ll poke your eye out in the hillsides: The Welsh ........................ 85
The English kings: Egbert, Alfred, and Athelstan............ccccceeeuenenn. 86
The Vikings Are Gone — Now What?........ccccceveriiieiiiniiinieneeieeieeeeee e 89
They’re back — and this time it’s personal.........c.cccecevverinneeciennnnnns 89
Showdown in Ireland..........cocceeveriinieniieniiienienieeeseeeee e 91
Scotland wasn’t much better ........c..cocoviiiiniiniiniieeee 92
Cnut: Laying down the Danelaw ..........cccocoeiviiiieiieienineecceceeens 93
The Messy Successions Following Cnut...........cccoeeeeriiiniinieninenencneeeenens 93
Kings for (just over) @ day ......ccccceeveevieriiieiieeieeeeeeeseee e 94
Edward the Confessor..........c.coiviiiniiinineneeeeeeeeeeeseeene 95

The men who would be King........cccccoevieviineniiinniinienieneeeeeeieeiee 96

Xi



xi(/ British History For Dummies, 2nd Edition

Chapter 7: 1066 and All That Followed .......................... 97
The King is Dead, LONg LIiVE — €F ......cccevveiiieiiieiieiisieceeeeieeieeee e 97
King Harold: One in a Million, One in the Eye ........c.cccocevvvivvinninniinciennnne. 98

Trouble on the not-too-distant horizon..........c.ccceceeciiniininncnnennnnns 98
The fightin’ fyrd ......cocoveiriiiiicc e 99
When Harry met Harry ..o 99
Come on William, if you're hard enough! .........c.cccoevevvininnrennennen. 100
Norman mods and Saxon rockers: Battle at Hastings ................... 100
William Duke of Normandy, King of England ...........cccccecevviiniininnennnnnnee. 102
Coronation ChAaOS .......ocevieriiiiiteeeeee et 102
Under new management ............cveeeueeecrieerieeeceeeseeeseeeeseesseesseesseens 103
Mine, all mine! The feudal System...........cccecevereniinenienienereneene 105
Scotland turns English.........cccccceeviiiiiiiinieiccicecececeeeee e, 106
And Wales fOllOWS SUIt........cccceeeuirvieriienieniereeseeeeie e 107
But Ireland has a breather.........c.cccocevieniiiiniinniniicieeeeeeee, 108
The Church gets Cross.......cocevverciiriinieneciceeeeeee e 108
William Dies and Things Go Downhill ...........ccccccoeeeiiiiieienieniceeeeeee, 109
Who wants to be a William heir?..........ccccooevinininniniieeeeee 109
William Rufus as KinNg .......cccceveeviiiiiiieciecieceeseeeeie et 109
Henry Beauclerc (a.k.a. Henry ) as King........cccceeveeeeevienenneennnnen. 110
Anarchy in the UK .......cocoviiiiiiiiiiiencecececcee et 110

Part I11: Who's in Charge Around Here?
The Middle Ages.............cccuueeeeeeeeeeieececiacaaaiaiiannnnnnnnns 113

Chapter 8: England Gets an Empire ............................ 115
Meet the FAmily ........ccooveviiriiiiieieeeeeeeeee e 115
Good lords! (Sacré bleu!)........ccocvcvrerereeieeeieeeeee e 116
England was nice, but France was home........c...cccccecevirninncnnnnee. 117
Henry Il and the Angevin EMPIre .........cccccooievieeiiinvienieneeceeeeeeveeieeene 117
A trek to TOUIOUSE ......coueimieiiiiiiiceeeeee e 118

The Big Match: England vs. Wales...........ccccovivviiniiiniiinienieneeiennee, 118

Bad news for Ireland ........c..coccoceeveneiinininniiccneccceeeee 120

All (fairly) quiet on the Scottish front ...........cccoevervirvrcrieriinene 121
Henry the 1awgiver ..., 122
Murder in the Cathedral...........cccoociiiiiiiiinineeeeee e 122
Henry’s cunning plan . .. doesn’t WOrk ........cccocceevvevveenieneenieennennnn. 123
Recipe for Instant Martyr......ccccocceevienieneenenninenieneeneeneeseeeeees 123
Royal Families and How to Survive Them ..........ccccocvviininiinninninienn. 124
Richard I: The Lion King........cccoeoiiiiieeiieeeeeeeeeee e 126
A-crusading wWe Will S0 ......cccooiviiririiiiiii e 126

A KNGS TANSOMN ...oovieiiiiieiieieeie e eieetesee e esteesaeestesaesaessaessseseenes 127

KiNG JONDN..c.iiiiiiiiceeetee ettt 127
The POPE G0OES ONE UP ...ooviviiriiiiiniieniieiecieeieete ettt 128

Er, [ seem to have lost my empire .......cccccocevvenvieniienieenienecneeee, 128

MaAgna Carta.....ccceccveeiieieeieeieseece ettt reeae e 129



Table of Contents

Chapter 9: A Right Royal Time: The Medieval

RealmsofBritain .................oiiiiiiiii e 131
Basic Background INfo........ccccoeciieieeiiniiiieececieee et 132
England: The French connection..........ccccoccevvirvieniencienienieneeienen, 132

Who was ruling wWhat?........ccoceveiiiniinieieeceeeeeee e 132
Simon Says ‘Make a Parliament, Henry! .........ccccoceniiniininninninienienee 133
I'm the King of the Castles: Edward L.........c.cccceeviiiiiiinienieieeeeeiee 134
War fOr WalES ........ocviiiiiieiececeee ettt s a e 134

It’s hammer time: Scotland ...........ccccoevvevieciieciieciecieceeeeee e, 135

You Say You Want a (Palace) Revolution: Edward II...............ccccoeuenenee. 138
A WOman SCOINEd........ccouenuiiriiriiiieriententese et este et st e saeeseeenes 138
Careful! Some day your prince may COme.........ccoceeveerrerrreeruersuennnes 139
Conquering France: The Hundred Years War and Edward III.................. 139
SOME DALLIES.....cceiiceieiieiiceeecece e 140
Conquering France again..........cccceeeeevieevieeieesieeeeseeseesveesveesieeve e 141
Calamity JOAM......cccuiriirierierieeee ettt 142
Lancaster vs. York: The Wars of the Roses — a User’s Guide.................. 143
House of Lancaster: Henrys IV, V, and VI........c.ccocevviininninnennnnnnen. 145
House of York: Edwards IV and V and Richard IIL........................... 146

GUNS ‘N’ ROSES....iieiieiieiecieeteeeeee ettt ettt saeeae e 146

Chapter 10: Plague, Pox, Poll Tax, and Ploughing —

andThenYouDie ... 149
Benefits of the CIoth .........cccoeiririeieeee e 149
What people believed in.........cccooerienieniiiiiiieneneeeseeeee 150

The ChUurch SErVICE .....c.oovievieeieiieieeeeeeeeeee et 151
MONASHIC OTAETS......cveeviiireeeieieeeteee ettt sae e eaens 152
Medieval SChOOIS........cccceevieieieieieeceeee et 153
Tending the sick: Medical care in the Middle Ages........................ 154

The advanced thinKers ..........ccccoceveririnceniieieeeseeeeeeeee e 155

A rebel: John Wyclif and the Lollards .........ccoceveeirceniienienenennnen. 155

The Black Death .........cccoovveiiiiiiiieececeeeeeeeetee et 157
Death BY Plague........c.cooeviiieiieieieieee et 157

Dire dia@NOSES .....cceeveiiriiireerieeeeieiereete et e ste e e re e s ssenteereereas 157

The Prince and the Paupers: The Peasants’ Revolt............cccceeeuveeneennns 159
Laws to Keep Wages IOW .....cc.cccveeiiiieeieieerecte et 159

PN 7o) | 8 - SRRSO 160
Showdown at Smithfield..........cccccevvienieniieiieieeceeeeeee e, 160

Part IU: Rights or Royals? The Tudors and Stuarts .......163

Chapter 11: Uneasy Lies the Head that Wears the Crown .......... 165
Princes and Pretenders ..........coccooieviiiiiiinneniiinieneteteeeee e 167
Tricky Dicky, a.k.a. Richard IIl...........cc.coocoiiniinnineeee, 167

Enter Henry Tudor - and a succession of pretenders................... 168

xv



X(/i British History For Dummies, 2nd Edition

And Then Along Came Henry (the VIII, that is).......cccceveevviininnennennennee. 169
Bad Ideas of the sixteenth century — No 1:
Marrying Henry VII........cccoooiiiiieienieieciececeeteeee e 169
Edward VI, Queen Mary . . . and Jane Grey?..........ccccceeeververueeuenen. 172
The Stewarts in @ STEW .....c.cocvviirviirieeceeeeee e 174
James IV attacks the English — and loses .......c.cccoceeviiviininnennenen. 174
A new king and another power struggle..........cccccoceeviininnennennnnnne 174
Bad ideas of the sixteenth century — No 2:
Marrying Mary, Queen of SCOtS .......cccceeviiecieecieeciecieceeeeeeeee, 175
The First Elizabeth.......cccooiiiiiiiiieieeceecececcceeeeee e 177
The Virgin Queen vs. the not-so-virgin Mary ........cccccoecververuennennen. 178
English sea dogs vs. the Spanish Armada........cccccceeceeviiniinennnnee. 179
The seeds of an €MPIre...........coccvveeviieecieecie e 180
Protestants in UISTET .........ccooeeiiiiiieniineee e 180
Don’t let the sun go dOwn ON Me.........ccceeevieciiecieeieeieeeeeee e 181
Chapter 12: A Burning Issue: The Reformation .................. 183
Religion in the Middle AGES ........cceeveiieiiieiiieieciecte ettt 183
The role of the Catholic Church.........cccceeieiiiiieciciieeeeee, 185
Enter the reformers........coeoveeciieiiinienieneeeceeecreeee e 187
Back in England with Henry VIIL........ccccooovvniiiiniiniiniieceeeeieeeene 189
Breaking with Rome .........c.cooeviiiiiiiniiiieceeceeeen 190
Closing the MONASLErIes .......ccceeiieiiriireeiieeeeeeee e 190
The Pilgrimage of Grace .........c.cocevevevirenieiieeneseeeeeeeee e 191
The Church of England: More Protestant or More Catholic?........ 191
God’s on Our Side! - the Protestants and Edward VI ...........c.cccccueeuvennenn. 193
Bread, wine — and trouble ..........ooovvvuiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeee e 193
We're on God’s Side! — the Catholics and Queen Mary.............ccccueennenne 194
A good beginning, then a few bad decisions ..........c.cccccueevveneeennns 194
Come on Mary, light my fire........cccooinininiiiiiieeeeee 195
Elizabeth Settles It . .. or Does She? ........cccceoeeviiriiiiieneeceeeeeeeeeeene 195
The Catholics strike back and strike out .........ccccceecveviireenieenennen. 196
And the Protestants aren’t happy either.........cccccoccevviniiniinnnnnns 197
Scotland Chooses Its Path .........cccooiiiiiiiininiiieeeeeee 197
Protestant UPFiSiNg.........ccoovevieiriiiiieiieereeeeeeee e 198
Mary’s return to Scotland...........ccccooererieiiniienenineeeeere e 198
James VI steps in and muddies the waters even more.................. 199
Chapter 13: Crown or Commons? ................c.ccvievnnennn. 201
The Stewarts Come SOUth..........ccceeieiiiiienieiiciece e 201
Know your PUritans .........cccoceeceeiiinienienecececieceeseeneeeeee e 202
Boom, shake the room: The Gunpowder Plot............c.ccvvennnnneen. 203
James I fought the law and . . . who won? ..........cccoecivinninnennnnen. 204
CRATIES L.ttt sttt ettt sa e s erene 205
Buckingham’s palace?.........cccecueeiiiienienieieeieeeeeeeee et 205
Dissolving Parliament ............ccccoevvivienieneeniecieieeieeeeseese e 206
Ireland, under Strafford’s thumb ..........cccccevvviiiiiiiieiiiieeeeeeee, 207
Getting tough with Puritans — again...........cceccevveevviinieninnennenniennen. 208

Parliament: It’s back and shows who’s boss...........cccoevveveeivreeennnnn. 209



Table of Contents X(/ii

Civil War: Battle Hymns and a RepublicC.........ccccoeeiieiiieiiiiieeeeeee, 210
WY SEOTIES ...oiceviciieeiieeiiecteeeeete ettt re e sbe e saeebesae s aessaessaeseenes 210

Can we join in? Enter the Irish and the Scots .........ccoceceiiiininenne 211

The only good Stuart is a dead Stuart ..........ccceeveevveeceenieneenieenenen. 212
OBIVET! .ottt e e e e et e e te e eta e e be e e tae e saeesaaeeesseananeas 214
Levellers levelled and Scots scotched............cccveeeviiiiiiiiecneennen. 214
England becomes a republiC........ccccevieviriiiriiiniieniieniineeeceeeeen 214
Ireland: The Curse of Cromwell..........c.cceevveviieviincieciecieceeeeeeee, 215
Restoration Tragi-Comedy ..........cecevieriereninininieeieresieeeeeete e 216
Charles Il comes to England...........cccecceeviieiincieniienienieneeeeeeeeene, 216
Some relief for Catholics and Puritans alike.............ccccccveennennen. 216

So, Who Won — the Crown or Parliament? ...........cccccovvvvvivviiiieiiiiiinnnenes 217
Chapter 14: Old Problems, New Ideas .......................... 219
The Renaissance: Retro ChicC ........ccoeeviieeiiiiiiecieeeeceeeeeee e 219
Sweet music and palaces in air...........ccceeceeeeieecieecciecceee e, 220
Shakespeare: The good, the bard, and the ugly ...........cccccuennenee. 221

It’s No Fun Being POOT .........ccooiiiiieiiieeeeeecece et 223
The POOY LAWS ....oooiiiiiiiceeeeeee et et 224
Crime OF Class WaI? .......ccoeeviieeiiiieiieeiie ettt et e v ens 224

INEW IA@AS ....eveeveeeeiectiecteeeteee ettt ettt et et e eaeete e reebe e beebeeaseeanans 225
Let’s talk about religion . . . .......ccocevivircireieieeeeeeeee e 225

A little bit of POIICS ..ooveeuieieieieieeeeee e 226

Even science gets political........c.ccocvevievieciieiieiieieceeeeeeee, 227

The appliance of SCIENCE........ccceecvieeirierieiiceeeeeeeee e 228

Part U: On the Up: The Eighteenth
and Nineteenth Centuries............cceeeeeeeeececceccaaacanacceens23 1

Chapter 15: Lets Makea Country ....................c.counnnt. 233
No Popery! No Wooden Shoes!..........cccooieiiriiiniieniienieneeeeieesieeieeneseens 233
1688: Glorious(?) Revolution(?) .......ccccevervieriieniienienieneeeeieeieeeseesieens 234

GOING DULCH ..o 235
The Bill f RIhtS .....ocoooiiiiiieeeee e 236
Ireland: King Billy of the Boyne...........cccccovevieiieiiieiiecieeeeeeeeeeeeee 236
Bad Deir day ...c.cccveeieeiiiieieeieciececeseee ettt 238
Marlborough COUNLIY ....ccccooiiviiiiiiiieieeieeeceeeeee e 238
Making Great Britain: Making Britain Great? ............ccccocvverievinencnenenne 239
England and Scotland: One king, two kingdoms ..........c..ccoeeueenee. 240
Glencoe: Death at MacDonald’s.........cccccceevevrencnnencncnencneeennenes 240
Act Two of Union: Scotland..........cccoeceeiiiiiieninininieeeeeeeeeee 242
Rebellions: The ‘15 and the “45.........ccocooeivineiiineeeeeee 242
Ireland: Penal times.......c.ccoccoeeiiiiinienininiicccenc e 244

Act Three of Union: Ireland............cooveeeeeviiiieniiiiicieeecereee e 246



X'(/iii British History For Dummies, 2nd Edition

George, George, George, and — er — GEOIZE........ccoeevueevierviersiersierieneenens 247
The one and only, the original, George I..........ccccveevevieneenreenennen. 247

Just when you thought it was safe to go
back to the water: George Il .........ccceecvvvviiniencienieceeceeeeeeieeen 247
The badness of George Ill..........ccccoovevieriininiinieeieneeeeeeeee e 248
Completing your set of GEOIgeS ........ccecuerverienieneenieneeeeieeieeees 248
Whigs and TOTIES.......coeivuiiiiiiiiiieeieeteteteteee ettt 248
Fighting the French: A National Sport ........ccceceeeienineninineeeeeee 250
Round 1: War of the Spanish Succession 1701-14.......................... 250
Round 2: War of Captain Jenkins’s Ear 1739 ........c.ccccoovvvvveviennennen. 250
Round 3: War of the Austrian Succession 1740-48 ...................... 250
Round 4: The Seven Years’ War 1756-63 ........c.cccovvevrceecrecieniennnnnns 251
Chapter 16: Survival of the Richest: The Industrial Revolution ... .. 253
FOOd OF FAMINE? ......cceeeeiiieiiieceeeeee ettt 253
Problem: Fertiliser; Answer: Turnip........cccceceeeveeeeiiecieenieeeeeen. 254
Baa baa black sheep, that’s a lot of WoOl .........cccceeveviiniecieennnen. 254
Reaching (en)CloSUre..........cccccveeiiiieeienieieeeee et 255
Getting Things Moving: Road WOrK ...........cccoeveievievieniiniceceeeeieseseieane 256
Trouble Over: Bridged Water...........ccoccvvvviviieiieniienienieneeecieeeeveeneeenn 257
Revolutionising the Cloth Trade ..........ccccuvvirviiniiiniiiniiiiceeeeeiee 257
The spinning jenny has landed............cccccoeveeierieneneniinceeeeeeee 258
Things speed Up EVEN MOTE.........ccecevireeieieienienieeeeeeeeeeee e 259
It’s (Not So) Fine Work, if You Can Get It: Life in the Factories.............. 259
Trouble at t'mill ........ccoiiiiiiie e 259
It were grim in them days......ccccecevienienieniiriieieeieeeeeeeeee e 260
All Steamed UD .....ooieiieciieceee ettt e 261
Do the LOCOMOION .....oouiiiieiiiiiiricteececeeete et 262
ANY Old IrON? ...ttt 263
Tea, Sympathy, and the Slave Trade..........ccocoevieviiiininininneeeeeee 263
WRY BItAIN? ..cevieiiiiecieeeeceeeeeeeet ettt st te e sae e 265
Chapter 17: Children of the Revolutions ........................ 267
Revolutions: Turning Full Circle or Half? ........ccccoooiviiniiniiiiniieieeiene 267
A British Civil War in AmeriCa ........ccccevvierieneeniiiiinierieeeeneese e 268
How the trouble began ..........coccoecvviiniiniininiieeeececeee e, 269
Things get nasty: From Boston to Concord ..........ccccceeeeveruennennnee. 270
Declaring independence.............cocccoeereeverniensiennieneeneeneeseeseeeeeeees 271
The fight’s O ...cceecieieieceeeeeee e 271
Calling it quits: The world turned upside down.............ccceeueenennee. 273
The French Revolution ........c..coccoeeiiiiiniinininineccesceceeccseee 273
The nutshell VErsion ..........coccevvieriiiniiniineiiinieneeeteeeeee e 274
Sounds good to us ... we think.........c.coceevieeiereniniinreeeeee 275
This means war! Britain and France at it again ...........ccccceeueeuenen. 275
Impeached for free speech: Restricting freedoms ...........c.c..c........ 276
Cruising for a bruising: NelsOn .........cccceceevieiviencieniieneeneeeeeeieeee, 277
Bonaparte’s Spanish Ulcer: The Peninsular War..............ccccueeuen... 278

The Battle of Waterloo: Wellington boots out Napoleon............... 279



Table of Contents

A British RevOIUtION? .......cocoiiiiiiiiiiiittetceeetee s 279
Sowing discontent: The Corn Law..........ccocecievenininincceniecieneneene 280
What the protestors wanted............ccocceeveevieiieniieciececieceeeeeeenne 281
The Great Reform Act ......c.ccoeeiiiiiiiinieeeeeeeee 283
Was THAT the British Revolution? ...........cccccoevevvieveniiniiinieniiennns 283

Chapter 18: Putting on My Top Hat: The Victorians ............... 285

(018 =TT s WA Tt o) o - WSSO 286

Prime Ministers and MPs of the Age........ccccocevviiniiniiniiniiineieeiee 287
Sir Robert Peel: Tragedy of a statesman ........c.ccceceevceeveeneeneneennee. 287
The Irish Famine..........ccoocooeririiieeiee e 287
Peel forgets to check behind him..........cccccooeciiviiiiicciiniiieeeeee, 288
Lord Palmerston — send a gunboat! ..........c.ccccoeverviencieneenieneeienen. 289
Bill and Ben: The Gladstone and Disraeli show............ccccceeueeunenen. 290

Troubles at Home and Abroad ..........ccccooeviiiiieniiiniieniiieccieeeeeeeeene 291
The People’s Charter .........cccceeeiieeviieeciieeeeecee e 291
The Crimean War - not Britain’s finest hour .........ccccoceeeiivnnnnnen. 293

How Victorian Were the Victorians?..........ccococevievenenenininnenieenenenee 295
Did the upper classes really have the upper hand?....................... 295
Were the Victorians really so cruel to children? ............................ 295
Were the Victorians really scared of S€X? .......cccceeveevceiniiniineennnnns 296
Were Victorians really so religious?.........cccccoovevvevienveniiiniinennenns 296
Did the Victorians oppress Women? ............ccocceeevveeerceereeseeneenennens 297

Things Can Only Get Better ..........cccocvevieierinirinieeereeeeeeeee e 298
Crystal Palace’s Great EXhibition ..........ccccccoeveevienvienieniineciceiee, 298
Two giants: Brunel and Darwin ..........cccocceevvevviencienienenneeneeieneene 298

Chapter 19: The Sun Never Sets — but It Don’t Shine Either ....... 301

NeW WOTld OFder.........cooieiieiiniieientereeieeeeteete et be e saesnesane s 302
Colonies in the New World..........ccoocevvivviiniiiniiinieniceenieeeeeeieen 303
Hey, SUGAT SUZAT ...c..covviiiiiiiiieeieetcsteteeeee ettt 303

India TAKEN AWAY ....oouieiiieiiieeieeeeetetee ettt ettt sae e 304
Black Hole in Calcutta........ccoeeeeienieniininieeeeee e 305
The Battle of Warren Hastings ..........cccceeeevienvienienienieneenieeieeene 305
Great game, great game! ...........cooveveevieeiieniienrieneneee e 306
This is mutiny, Mr HIndu! .........cccccooiiniininiininieeeeeeeeeeeen 307

Cook’s Tour: Australia and New Zealand ............cccoceveeircereeeneenienenenenns 308

Opium? Just Say Yes: China ........ccccocveriereninenieeeeeeeeeeeeeee e 309

Wider Still and Wider: Scrambling for Africa..........cocovveveniniiienenennne. 310
ZUIUL .ttt s 311
The Wild BOTS .....coeiiiiiiiieiecceeecccee e 311
One for you and two for me: Cutting up Africa .......cccccevvervuennennen. 312

The Colonies Grow Up — As Long As They’re White.........ccccocevvieninnncen. 314

LION TAIMETS ...ttt ettt ettt 315
What about the Irish? ... 315

The Anglo-Boer War: A hell of a lesson and a hell of a shock....... 316

xix



XX British History For Dummies, 2nd Edition

Part Ul: Don’t Look Down: The Twentieth Century ........319

Chapter 20: The Great War: The End of Innocence -

and Everything Else? ..............cc i 321
INdian SUMIMIET ..........coveiiiiiieiieiecieeeee ettt eebeesaeesaeeaeeaaeas 321
GO €aSy ON thE ICE ..cuvieieieieeeeeece s 322

Not so quiet on the home front ...........ccoceevivvinniniiniineieeeeee, 322
Alliance Building .......c.ccoeieviiiiiiiiniinienietecccceeese et 324
Loitering with entente .........c.cccceeeveiienieneececeeeeeeeeee e 325
Going great guns: The naval race..........ccoceevevierenenencieieiereeeene 325
Bullets in BOSNIA.......ccooiiiiieiiieieciecieseeeee et 326
General von Schlieffen’s cunning plan and Britain’s ultimatum...327

The Great War .........cooiiviiiiiiiinienieeecse ettt sttt sae b aesane s 328
Your Country Needs YOU!.......cccooiriinieninniinieeeeieneeetesteseceieenne 328
Death in the trenches.........c.ccoceviiiiiniiniieee, 329
Death in the Dardanelles ...........c.ccoooereiieeiiiecieeieeeeeeeee e, 330
Death @t SA....c.icieeieiieiieteeteete et 331
Death on the SOmMME........c.ccceeiiriiiiienieeceeeeeeeee e 331
Death in the Mud .........cccoeoiiiiiniiniiinieece e 332

The War €NAS ...cceovieiiiiiiieeeeeeteteeeee ettt 332
Chapter21:RadioTimes .............ccoiiriiiiiiiiiennnens 335
Big TTOUDIES .....c.oeveieeieeeeeee ettt a et e s sneenees 335
Ireland: The Troubles..........cccoceriiriiniiniiiieieeeeeeeeeeeen 336
India: Massacre at AMIItSAr ........cccveveerieecieecieeieeeeee e eee e 337
Problems back hOme ..........cccoecueriiiienieececeeeeeeeee e 338

The Years That Roared.........ccccceevueeieniiniienieeieeiecie e 340
Party time! ......c.cociiviiiiiceeeceeeee e 340
Party’s over: The SIUMP.....ccccociriiiniiniiiceceeeeeeeee e 340

How Goes the EMPIre?.........cccoocvieiieieiieiieeeecre ettt 341
Palestine: The double-promised land.........c.cccocevviereineinenncnneennee. 342
(€1 o Ta | o | USRS 343

The Road to MUNICH ....cc.cooiiiiiiiiieecececee e 343
The Munich Conference ...........ccoccovvvevieneeninsinneniereeneeneeseeeeees 344

And then Hitler attacked Poland............ccccceevvvivinincenieieieneeeene 345
WOYLIA WAT TWO ..ottt ettt s e eneens 345
Early battles and Churchill’s finest hour..........cccccceevvevieniecieennenen. 345
Battle over Britain .........ccccceeveecieiiiiiiecieeeeeeeeeee e 346

If it ain’t flamin’ desert, it’s flippin’ jungle........c.cccceevveviirinnieenennen. 348
Boats and boOmbDErsS .........ccceevveeiiriiiniinieeceeeee et 349
D-Day: Fighting on the beaches ..........ccocooviviiniiniiniineee, 349

The war with Germany ends...........ccccveeveeiieiieveeciecieceeceese e 350

The war with Japan continues.........ccoccoeceevervinnennienieneeneneneee, 350



Table of Contents

Chapter22: TVTIimesS .......covviieiii i i i anennnens 351
We Are the Masters NOW ......cc.ccieeeieiecieniieeeeeeeeeete st ees 351
The Beveridge Report: Fighting giants ...........cccccovvvevvceecvecienennnen, 352
GOoINng INtO LaDOUL ......ccooieiieieeeeeeseceeeeee e 352
Power for the PEOPIE ......ccooeveeviciieeeeeceee e 353

You may have won the war, but you can’t have any sweets......... 354
DiSCOVErY and YECOVETY ....cccueeueriireieeienieeieeieeieeaesseesseesseesseessesnnes 354

End Of EMPITE ...ooviiieeeceeeeeeeeeeeee ettt 355
Sunset in the east . . . and the Middle East ...........cccccoocevrirnennnnnen. 356
Wind of change in Africa .......cocoveeieieeeceeeececeeeeeeeeee e 357
Losing an Empire, Finding a Role..........cccooveeiieiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeeee 359
A world power or just in de-Nile?...........ccocerivineniininiieeeeene 360

INEO EUFOPEY ...ttt 360
Black and British — and brown, and yellow..........ccccccoecvenvenieenennen. 361

Yeah yeah, baby — GrOoOVY.....ccccccvvviriiiriieniereeeeeeieeieeee st 362
What ARE those politicians up to?.......c.cccceeevieeiieeciieieeeeeeees 363
Labour PAINS .......ccocieeeiieieecieeeeee et 364
Chapter 23: InterestingTimes ................cccviiiiinnnnnn.. 365
Mrs Thatcher’s Handbag..........c.cceeciieeiiiieeieciecieceece et 365
Union power and POWET CULS........cocueviererrieriienrieneeeeenieeseeseeeeeeaees 366
Falklands fight, Hong Kong handover...........ccccecvevviniirienueennnnen. 369

Very special relationships........cccocevvvirvienienienieneesiecieeieseeseeseene 370

The Lady VaniShes ..ottt 371
All alone in EUrOPE .......c.coooviiiiiiieceeeeeeeeee et 372
Belfast DIOWS UD ...c..oieiiiiiieieeeeeeee ettt 372

New Labour, New Dawn.........ccccoiiiieiiiiieiiiieceeeeeceree e e 375
MajOr PYODIEIMS ......ocevieeiiiieiieieeeeeete ettt e 375
Blair’s Britain ....ccccecveeiiiiiieeiecieciecteseeseee et 376
Scotland and Wales: Sort-of nations once again...........ccccceeueeueenee. 376
Lording it over the Lords.......cccecevieniineniiiniiiniirienceceeceeeeeen 377
Shoulder to shoulder with America........c.ccecveeveverenvncirieieereeene 378
Britons bomb Britain .........cocceveeiiiniiniinineeen 379

Part Ull: The Part of Tens........ccccceecceeeieecieeeseecseecsees 38 1

Chapter 24: Ten Top Turning Points ............................ 383
End of the Ice Age, ¢. 7,500 BC........ooveieieeieieeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e 383
The Romans Invade Britain, 43 AD ......coooiviiveiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeeieeeeeeeeeesnees 383
The Synod of Whithy, 664..........ccoeiriiiiiieiiriereeeeee et 384
The Norman Invasion of England, 1066...........ccccccccervienieneeneenienieeieenene 384

The English Invade Ireland, 1170 .........cccoevievieriieniienieneeeeieeieeeeeeeeenn 384

xxi



xxii

British History For Dummies, 2nd Edition

The Battle of Bannockburn, 1314 .........oooouvvviveiiiiiieieieeeeeeeeeieeeeeeeeeesnees 385
Henry VIII Breaks with Rome, 1532........cccccoooiiiiiiiiinieecceeeeesee 385
Charles I Tries to Arrest Five MPs, 1642 ..........c..ccooviiiireeiieeeeeeeveeee. 385
The Great Reform ACt, 1832.....oou ettt ee e e e e e essanenees 386
The Fall of Singapore, 1942 ........cccoooioiiiiieeeeeiecteeeeeeee e 386
Chapter 25: Ten Major Documents ......................ccvuntn. 387
Bede’s Ecclesiastical History of the English People (731)...................... 387
The Book of Kells (800) .....c.coevieirenieinieieerienieereie et 387
Magna €Carta (1215) ....ccecerereeieieieeeiereee ettt ssessens 388
The Declaration of Arbroath (1320)......ccccccoevuerirenrinenerneneeneceneenee 388
The Authorised ‘King James’ Version of the Bible (1611)....................... 388
The Petition of Right (1628).......ccceeieiiiiiiiieiieieciecieeeeee e 389
Habeas Corpus (1679) .....cceeviiriirienieeeieeieeieete et see e eie e saesne e 389
Lord Mansfield’s Judgement (1772).....ccccceoevvieriiinienieneeneriieeieeieseeneens 390
The People’s Charter (1838) ......cccueviiviiiinniiiiieieeienteteeeeeee e 390
Darwin’s The Origin of Species (1859) ......ccocovvevieriereneninieeeeeeene 390
Chapter 26: Ten Things the British Have Given the World
(Whether the World Wanted ThemorNot) ...................... 391
Parliamentary GOVErnmMENt ............ccceevieeeiierieeeiieeieeeceeeieeeee e e sene s 391
The English Common LaW..........ccocveiriiiierienenereeeeeeieiesie et 392
OrganiSed SPOTT ....couiiuieiiriiriiieee ettt ettt 392
THE NOVEL.....vieiieiecieteeeeete ettt ste e te et e st esae e te e be e teesbeesaesnneas 392
DINA ettt b et b et ettt et b et ae s 393
TRE BBC ...ttt ettt 393
The BeAtles ...c.eovuiiiiiiieeeeeeeetet ettt 393
Tea With MilK......cocooiiieieieee e 393
PeNICHIIIN.....ctieiieiecieceeecece ettt ettt et e e e beeaeenae s 394
Gilbert and SUILIVADN ........cccceeiinieiieiieeieeieeteseeee ettt eesaeeaesane s 394
Chapter 27: Ten Great British Places to Visit .................... 395
SKATA BYAC ....veeiviiiiiiiieeteeee ettt ettt ettt sbeeae s 395
 £0] o ¥ R U TSR SRUPUR 395
Hadrian’s Wall..........ccooiiiiiiiiiiiicececeeeete ettt 396
DUFNAIN ..ottt 396
SHITNG CASELE....eiiitiiieieeeee ettt 396
BEAUIMATIS ....vieuieeiiiiieiiieciieieee ettt ettt aeete e te st e s e e teebe e teebeeanesnaeas 397
ATMAGN (it naeeaeenes 397
ChatsSWOorth HOUSE ......cc.cooiiiiiiiiieeiiciecieecctctcee e 397
[rONDIIAGE. ... eeeiiiiieiieteeee ettt ettt et 398

Coventry Cathedral........ccccooiiriiiiniiiiiecee e 398



Table of Contents X[ [ [

Chapter 28: Ten Britons Who Should Be Better Known ........... 399
King Oswald of Northumbria........cccccecevvieniieniiiniinieeeeceeeeeeeeeeenn 399
RODEIt GIOSSEIESTE .....vvieieeeieeiceeeeeee ettt e enees 400
NiChOlas OWEIN......ueiieiiiiiieieee ettt et e et e eetaeeeeeanees 400
JONN LIIDUITIE ......ovviiieiieeceee e ettt ennes 400
Olaudah EQUIANO.......cccueieririeiieteeteeese ettt 401
JONII STIOW ...ttt eaae e e s saaes 402
Sophia JEX-BIAKE.......ccceeviiviieiiiiieieceertesieesieesie ettt seeseesteesveesaeeaesaee s 402
Emily HODOUSE ......oooviiiiiiieiiiectteececccte et 403
DY CeCil PAINE .....uvveieeiiiieceieee ettt et et enees 403
(01T Ya IV -1 s D 404

JRACK ......eenaaaaaaaeaaeceaeaaaaeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeneasennnncanannananncas 505



xxu/ British History For Dummies, 2nd Edition




